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Pix Production Budgets Must Be 


Pruned to Keep Pace with the B.0. “SAWS 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

With business in film theatres off, 
the reactionary trend is starting to 
be reflected in producer plans. Aside 
from curbing overly ambitious pro- 
ductions, budgets for features not al- 
ready projected will get pruning 
knife from here on, or at least until 
there is some prospect of industrial 
activity picking up. 

Main complaint with exhibitors is 
not so much how much biz is off as 
the fact that the anticipated Octo- 
ber and November box office did not 
show up. In many key cities theatre 
operators have about concluded that 
the next sweeping upturn will have 
to wait until the week’ after Christ- , 
mas. Retrenchment in many sec- 
tors, with more unemployed than 
Labor Day, all has begun to show up 
at the b.o, 

Trouble is that most producers 
won't be able to materially reduce | 
picture budgets for the next two or 
three months. Majority of companies 
have projected their features for that 
period, with little chance of trim- 
ming on stories, directors and many 
other items. By the end of two or 
three months they will be able to 
make savings in cast costs by with- 
holding a certain number of expen- 
sive players from some productions. 

Expenditure for contract players is 
not a flexible item, so that outlay for 
top performers remains stable no 
matter what is done along the line. 
Expedient of speeding up shooting 
is rated extremely risky because 
producing companies still have a 
heavy investment in the expensive 
story, producer and director. Most | 
companies fear the possibility of tak- 
ing an actual b.o. loss if there’s too 


(Continued on page 2) 


METS $100 PER 
PAIR AT PREEM 


New high in grand opera b. o. was 
reported established this week when 
tickets for the opening next Monday 
(29) of the Metropolitan, N. Y., are 
said to be bringing $75 and $100 a 
Pair. Regular box office price for | 
the lower floor is $7 per ticket, there | 
being no tax. Because of that, no 
chock on the price secured by agen- | 
cies wiil be made by Government | 
operatives. Admissions levies are 
not made on opera, which is regard- | 
ed as educational, same applying for | 
Symphony orchestra and other cul- 
tural events, 

Heavy demand for Met tickets is | 
attribute to the strong cast, said to | 
top any operatic troupe in the world. 
Premiere opera is Wagner's ‘Tristan 
und Isolde.” Wagnerian operas have 
been growing in popularity during | 
recent seasons. Reason given is the | 
Strong German wing of the Met, par- 
ticularly Kirsten Flagstad and Lau- 


ritz Melchior, Soprano and tenor, re- 
Spectively, 
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|smith as he Head “« All 
U. S. Show Biz Ventures | 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Unofficial announcement was 
made last week of the appointment 
of Linton Smith as 
various Federal amusement enter- 
prises, including the theatre, music, 
art and writing projects. He has 
been stationed in Seattle as director 
of the Federal Theatre Project there 
and henceforth will make his head- 
quarters in Los Angeles. 

New setup will permit present 





| heads of various projects to devote 
| all their time 


to creative endeavor. 





Band Booker 


Open House 
On Two Webs 


When Music Corp. of America de- 
buts its new offices in Hollywood 
around Feb. 1, the unusual will occur, 
where two networks—CBS and Mu- 
tual—will nationally etherize the 
premiere of a commercial venture. 
Even in Hollywood, where a new 





|food market stages a ‘preem’ with 
|kleig lights ’n’ everything, the idea 
|}of two major chains:lending a sus- 


taining buildup for a commercial or- 
ganization is unusual. 

Stations’ angle, of course, will be 
the wealth of talent available from 
the MCA roster, particularly the 
cream of the name bands, 


J. C. Stein, MCA prez, plans head- | 


quartering mainly on the Coast to 
build up the film business. The new 
MCA Bldg. is a new structure almost 
completed, in Hollywood, as against 
the present. booking agency’s quar- 
ters in downtown Los Angeles. 

NBC, which is feuding with MCA 
will not etherize the premiere of the 
new offices. 





Ole Olsen, After 25 Yrs., 


Encores with 2d Wedding 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Ole (Olsen and Johnson) and Lil- 

lian Olsen went through a second 

marriage ceremony last Saturday 

(20) at their Santa Monica residence 


'on the occasion of their 25th wed- | 


ding anniversary. 

They were originally married by 
a justice of the peace in a vaudeville 
theatre, and ever since Mrs. Olsen 
has wanted a ‘big wedding.’ Moya, 
daughter of couple, 
Olsen, son, best man. 
Couple departed on Arizona honey- 
moon, 


was bridesmaid | 


SIGN THOSE ¥ 
NT FIRE 


Se 


co 




















|Willie Hammerstein’s Trick 
of One-Weeking 
Pagers Widely Emulated 
by Radio Programs 

| es 

RATES GO UP 


business head of ! 


X marks the spot where the crime 
occurred. 

And nowadays those who stood 
near the spot put their X on a con- 
tract to tell the world what they 
saw, did, felt or said at the news- 
important moment. It’s all for dear 
old Alma Radio and in this respect 
broadcasting is repeating another 
phase of show business history, 

‘Freak bookings’ gleaned from 
among persons figuring in‘ widely 
publicized news stories, court cases 
and so on were a stock idea with the 
late Broadway showman, Willie 
Hammerstein, who used the spouse- 
shooters, robber-chasers, noise-mak- 
ers and other passing figures of his 
day as novelty headliners for the 
old Hammerstein Music Hall at 42nd 
Street, New York. 

Tense competition for ‘spot news’ 
personalities to appear on such radio 

(Custinnea 4 on page 36) 


‘CURTAIN TIME? 
RECOGNIZED 
BY HOTELS 


Boom in legit theatre attendance is 
forcing the smarter east side hotels 
and restaurants to respect the ‘thea- 
tre curtain’ time, and several are 





dinner, and yet get out in time for | 
the show. 

This is a 
when it 
keep the customers on the prem- 
ises, give them all they would want 
in the way of food, dance music and 
entertainment, but the recent clicks 
of several shows brought the chan7ze. 

Several restaurants now time-table 
the actual curtain-rise of the Broad- 
way houses, as a guide to their 
| patrons 


switch on past ideas, 





Thanksgiving Bad Tinie 
To Mention Money Needs 


Out of deference to what it de- 
| scribes as the “Thanksgiving spirit,’ 
| Provident Loan will refrain from 


putting any plugs on its WOR com- 


| mercial tomorrow (Thursday ). 
| Program is Ai Mitchell, ‘The 
| Answer Man.” Because of the FCC 


| rule, Provident will merely mention | 


i who bought the time. 


Annual subscription, $6 
at the Pust Office at New York, N. Y., 


Front | 


ballyhoo:ng the idea of an adequate | 


was deemed sufficient to 


Single coples 
under the act of March 3, 


RIGHTS RE SERVED 


15 cents. 
1579. 
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Labor Theatre's 


Radio Ed “ee ie 
Prod., Shows "Em How 


Oakland, Cal., Nov. 23. 

Because production manager M. 
Scott Weakley objected to Bill 
Holmes’ criticism of a ‘930 Club’ pro- 
fram aired over KROW recently, 
Holmes, radio editor of the Oakland 
Post-Enquirer, accepted Weakley’s 
challenge to do better himself. 

Holmes, supported by a group of 
entertainers from various radio sta- 
tions in the San Francisco bay 
gion, emceed a one-hour 
show over aba last week, 


Radio Ed Mixes 


Bureau, Couch; 








re- 








Chicago, Nov. 23. 


dent misconception of show business 
lingo, and as a result put Columbia, 
WBBM and the gals in a tough spot. 
WBBM has set up a casting bureau, 
and Wolters noted it in this manner: 

‘WBBM has initiated something it | 
calls a casting couch. 
performers seeking jobs at the sta- 
tion must pass an auditioning board 


They are Kaye Brinker, Carroll 
Mountjoy, Helen Keppler Brooks and 
Gertrude Dyer,’ 

What must have confused Wolters 
is the fact that at about the same 


out of all offices except those occu- 
pied by the three top execs. 











variety , 
| everyday men and women who work 


Chi Faces Red 





Big Union for 2 


And ‘Doin’ the Reactionary j —Songs 


"+> ——— 


By ROBERT REINHART 

‘Pins and Needies,’ an intimate 
revue which is costing the Interna- 
tional Ladies Garment Workers 
Union $10,000 to produce, will be 
tossed in Broadway's lap ‘this Sat- 
urday (27). Critics will be invited 
to the opening at Labor Stage 
Theatre (formerly the Princess), to 
give the once-over to the ILGW’s 
first production by a cast whose clos- 
est connection with the theatre has 
hitherto been in the gallery, and 
who have previously only danced at 
Webster Hall or the Savoy. Cast is 
entirely amateur, consisting of 
‘plain, simple common, ordinary, 
hard for a living’ in the cloak and 
suit trades. 

Show includes a Supreme Court 
travesty with Chief Justice Hughes, 
looking more like Karl Marx; nego- 
tiations for a closed-shop love titled 
‘One Big Union for Two’; a Joe Cook 
lesson in economics, and a catchy 
tune titled ‘Sing us a Song of Social 
Significance.’ One number introduc- 
ing a new dance step is titled ‘Doin’ 
the Reactionary,’ and a daisy-chain, 
Vassar girl will complain that now 
she’s a ‘chain store daisy.’ 





Larry Wolters, radio ed, bloomered | 
in the Chi Tribune through an evi- | 


| Triangle Club show. 


All feminine | 


of four women occuying the couch. |! 


time CBS-WBBM ordered couches | 


That the ‘Garrick Gaieties’ of the 
labor movement has a class angle 
might be expected, but so in its way, 
has a Hasty Pudding or Princeton 
In this one, 
(Continued on page 49) 


SOUSA THE THIRD 
SCRAMS CLERKSHIP 


John Philip Sousa IIT, grandson of 
the late composer-band leader, has 
assembled a dance orch which has 
| been set to open next month at the 





Whitehall hotel, Palm Beach, Fla, 
| His first orchestra venture. 
Young Sousa this week leaves 


NBC’s employ, where he has been 
|clerking in the program department. 








PHIL SPITALNY 


PARK 





THE HOUR OF CHARM 


MUSIC THAT LINGERS ON 





CENTRAL HOTEL, NEW YORK 
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PRODUCERS MEETING WILL HEAR RECORD 
OF H’WOOD DIRT-DISHING NEWSCASTERS 








Meanwhile Their Broadcasts Pretty Milktoasty— 
Lawyers Called In—Some Action Against Private 


Life Stuff Seems Certa 


- oO 
Hollywood, Nov, 23. f 


Round table discussion of the dam- ; 
age inflicted on the film industry by | 
air gabbers is scheduled for this 
week at first general meeting in five ' 
months of Association 
Picture Producers. Augmenting the | 
local membership in the parley will , 





of Motion : 


» Barney 
be Barney Balabar 


Nicholas M. Schenck, Metro; 
Spitz, RKO, and Harry M. Warner of 
Warner Bros. Will Hays also will 
be in attendance. 


Meeting is expected to be one of 
the most important in years as rem- 
edial measures are certain to be pro- 
posed following reading of a report 
by Darryl Zanuck, head of the pro- 
ducers’ steering committee, on the 
recent activities of the ether tattlers. 
Recordings have been made of com- 
mercial newscasters and will be 
played back for the group. Legal 
aides will also give their version of | 
the chitchat and extent of the in-| 
jury done to the business and its | 
personnel. 


Understood that dirt dishers will | 
be told off and that unless they mend 
their ways the studio gates will be | 
barred to them. Sponsors of the | 
programs may also draw a rebuke | 
for advising their spielers against 
‘pulling their punches.’ Cooperation 
will be denied those who fail to show 
a disposition to counsel their gab- 
bers against continued attacks on 
pietures and players. 


Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California have pledged to 
the producers their fullest support 
and cooperation in the campaign to 
purge the air of gossipers who prey 
on private lives and _ scandalous 
mouthings to remain on the air. 


Hays office let go with a stern edict 
last week to keep the gabbers within 
decent bounds. Cards will be issued 
to legmen for the airers, the same as 
columnists and news correspondents, 
and those who run afoul the regula- 
tions will have the courtésy re- 
scinded. Paramount has proposed a 
method of controlling the flow of stu- 


of Paramount, 


ms Gis 


! 
| 


submitted it to the Hays office for 
official action. 


Meanwhile the Hollywood chat- 


| 
| 
Leo | 


OKLA. EXHIBS 





Authentic? 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
In passing out studio cards to 


air gabbers, Monday (22), ‘the 
Hays office came across a 
femme gossiper who hasn't 


been seen around the studio in 
several months. 
Dame generally harps on 


am ome eaizsth entin & — a+ et J : 
how authentic Her Materia is. 














PEEVED AT M-G 
RADIO SHOW 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 23. 
With the Metro-Maxwell House 
radio show well started, exhibs in 
this state are continuing to air their 
own personal gripe about the whole 


idea. No collective action has been 
taken by any groups, but individuals 
in all parts of the state are pouring 
some peeves towards Metro, taking 
a cue from Ed Kuykendall when he 
addressed the convention here a few 
weeks past. 


Kuykendall pointed to fact that on 
initial show a pix exec urged audi- 
ence to stay home and listen and 
called it a pretty mess when pro- 
ducers were urging patrons to stay 
away from shows to hear radio pro- 
grams; even when suggestion is 
given indirectly. 

Exhibs here feel the same way 
about it. Most of them point to this 
show and others taking the heart 
out of films and destroying whole 
surprise element. 

‘People come out of my house 
feeling gypped,’ one exhib stated. 
‘They feel like they’ve already seen 
the picture and don’t hesitate to in- 
form you about it.’. 


Generally radio stations and spon- 
sors advertise film star appearance 























tering brigade has been laying low. 
Their broadcasts have been con- 
spicuously tepid the last week or 
two. George Jessel, who attacked 
them a week ago, came back this 
Sunday (21) to say he was satisfied 
as long as the broadcasts were as 
now heard, 


What the laying low translates into, 
from the sponsor_and listener view- 
point, may, of course, turn out to be 
a pretty dull show. All of the boys 
have option jitters right now. 


Meanwhile Mann Holiner of Len- 
nen & Mitchell has turned prophet. 
He sees the gossip thing dwindling 
from now henceforward, 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Lina Basquette. 
Russell Birdwell. 
David Bium. 
Nate Blumberg. 
John Clark. 
Peggy Conklin. 
Mady Correll. 
Walter Cosden. 
George Faulkner. 
Joe Glaser. 

Oscar Hammerstein 2d. 
Henry Jaffe. 

Rita Johnson. 
Maria Jeritza. 
Julian Johnson. 
Buck Jones. 
Charles Kaufman. 
Tom Kennedy. 

L. G. Leonard. 
Joseph Mankiewicz. 
Maurice McKenzie. 
Henry Mollison. 
Anna Nearte. 
William A. Pierce. 
Eleanor Powell. 
Leon Prensky. 
Charles R. Rogers. 
Leon Schiccinger. 
Tonv Stanford. 
Heormer Starr. 
Herbert Wilcox. 
Dorothy Yost. 


and MG show heavily day before 
and day of its airing. Ads are 
planked next to theatre ads in almost 
|; every instance placing radio show 
in direct competish with film shows. 





Franklin in 27th Yr. 
As Picture Director 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Director Sidney Franklin starts 
his 27th year in pictures with the 
rolling of Metro’s ‘Marie An- 
toinette.” 

First film megged by Franklin 
was “The Baby,’ 500-footer which he 
wrote, directed and produced and 
subsequently sold to D. W. Griffith. 


Look-At, Look-See Tour 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Jon Hall is being sent on a tour 
of the principal cities of the U. S. 
by Samuel Goldwyn, partly to give 
the fans a look at him and partly to 
give him an idea of the country. 
Player, who has the male lead in | 








‘The Hurricane,’ was born in the 
South Seas of American parents and ! 





| raised in Tahiti. 
John Peere Miles, Goldwyn studio 
| exec, accompanies. 


j 
! 
i 
; 





Schulberg’s Hiatus 


Hollywood, Nov. 24. 

B. P. Schulberg shut down his stu- | 

| dio Monday (23) after completing his 

| final picture on current slate and de- 
| livering to Paramount. 


Only a few execs and auditors re- 
| main on the quieted lot. Production 
| department has been disbanded and 
| the publicity bureau was also lopped 
from payroll. 





Sim fz ( wit eire) 
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auring we 


Party's 


BROADWAYITE 
BACK AT HOME 


By JACK OSTERMAN 

Broadway is certainly slipping... 
a show hasn’t closed in the last 20 
minutes...the way these new plays 
are behaving, New York is rapidly 
becoming the 
...anyway it’s 
most of them that made their debut 





weeks should 
have advertised...Open Tonight... 
8:30...Close Tomorrow After Bull 


Dog Editions. 


Shakespeare’s having a helluva 
time trying to live up to “The Play’s 
The Thing’ which, incidentally he 
didn’t mean in the way it was in- 
terpreted. We knew once just how 
he meant it but it’s getting close to 


14 «+ atti 
sade two 


‘ace’ one-night stand | 
centrally located... | 





press time and we just can’t recall | 
it in detail...remember us, the Ben | 


Bard of Avon? 

We saw Sophie Tucker off to the 
Coast where she confided to us that 
they are trying to groom her to fill 
Marie Dressler’s shoes...we suggest 


| MGM should try and get the Rus- 


sell Markert girls to fill Garbo’s, 

Speaking of pictures we got a 
load of ‘52nd Street’...many told us 
before we saw it that Ella Logan 
stole the picture...personally we 
don’t think she stole it soon enough. 
We liked it better when it was three 
blocks up called “The House On 
55th St.’ with Kay Francis about 
three years ago. But we are going 
back again to see it; in fact we'll 
go three or four times if only to 
find the waltz that Danton Walker 
says is the hit of the picture. ‘I 
Still Want to Kiss You Good- 
Night’ is the outstanding foxtrot 
theme of the opera...but forgive us 
because we are thinking gradually 
of changing our name to George 
Jean Osterman! 

Speaking of songs, one of our big- 
gest hits today is ‘Blossoms On 
Broadway’ which should make a 
grand theme song for Benny Fields. 

Hated to see the French Casino 
close. It was a lovely spot, a beau- 
tiful European oasis on hot dog 
lane...of course, naturally, the In- 
ternational Casino will get the 
blame. We are so glad Moss and 
Olsen built that place; it takes the 
rap for everything...we remember 
when we used to take it on the 
chin for a few things...not any 
more...the International Casino 
takes it all. Yesterday the 20th 
Century was an hour late coming 
in from Chicago...passengers were 
aggravated at this unusual oc- 
currence with this crack train, but 
the conductor pacified them. all 
with, ‘What can you expect since 
the International Casino opened?’ 

Why do you think the Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor didn’t come 
over, especially after Sam Grisman 
named the 48th St. theatre after 
them? Why do you think they sub- 
divided our RKO stock into small 
plots for a new cemetary? And 
why do you think the market has 
been behaving the way it has the 
last couple of weeks and, more im- 
portant than anything, why do you 
think Frisco has been ordered by 
his California doctor not to smoke 
any more cigars...The tiniest child 
can give you the answer...Inter- 
national Casino!’ ; 

Thoughts While Thinking 

Trouble with most actors is that 
when handed a script they only read 
with keen interest the part they are 
to play...instead of the entire 
play...if their part is okay that’s 
all that’s necessary, they'll take ‘it 





;...the producer takes what's left 
| which is usually nothing. 


Ruby Foo’s Den is unique on our 
street where they have an ex- 
maharajah in the gentlemen’s room 
who, unsolicited, presents you with 
a fresh flower, his autobiography 
and tells you what ‘number’ to 
play. 

We were invited to the Labor 
Victory dinner given last 
week in honor of LaGuardia...of 
all places it was held at Nicholaus’ 
on Second Avenue. ..first we thought 


| it was in honor of Molly Picon but 


were mistaken...we.told them we 
were glad His Honor got. the second 
term...it took us ‘his. first term to 
learn how to pronounce his name 


, right. m« ‘ hu 
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Stork’s ‘Funny People’ 





Walter Wanger spent $250 on 
a cocktail party at the Stork 
Club, N. Y., in honor of Clar- 
ence Budington Kelland, au- 
thor of Wanger’s film, ‘Stand- 
In,’ which is current at the 
Radio City Music Hall, but that 
didn’t make any difference to 
the Stork’s snooty staff. Among 
Wanger’s guests at the party, 
additional to executives of 
United Artists, were members 
of the press—trade, magazines 
and dailies, ; ; 

One of the femme attaches 
to the Stork cracked to an- 
other employee: ‘I have never 
seen so ._many funny-looking 
people before.’ 

That the Stork Club is hardly 


the most desirable spot in 
which to hold this kind of a 
film celeb party is something 
else again. 











SEVEN IN WORK 
ON 20-FOX LOT 


Hoilywood, Nov. 23. 


Four pictures went into produc- 
tion at 20th-Fox yesterday (Mon- 
day, making seven now before the 
cameras. 

New ones are “The Baroness and 
the Butler,’ formerly tit'ed ‘Jean,’ 
which Raymond Griffith is produc- 
ing, and Annabella and William 
Powell are co-starred; ‘Shanghai’ 
Deadline,’ with George Sanders and 
Dolores De? Rio; ‘Headline Huntress,’ 
with Gicria Stuart and Michael 
Whalen, and ‘Love on a Budget,’ a 
Jones family feature. 


Loretta Young and = Tyrone 
Power are to be co-starred for the 
fourth successive time at 20th-Fox 
in ‘Accent on Love’ following the 
public reception of ‘Second Honey- 
moon.’ Gene Markey produces, 
Film is skeded to go into work next 
month with Mischa Auer in the 
comedy lead. 





Hays Stays West 


Will Hays will not return from the 
Coast until around Dec. 1. 

Maurice McKenzie, his executive 
assistant, who accompanied Hays to 
Hollywood, gets back in N. Y. today 
(Wed.). 








Sid Kent at Studio 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Sidney R. Kent arrived on the 
Coast Saturday (20) for studio hud- 
dies with Darryl F. Zanuck, Joseph 
M. Schenck and William Goetz. 
Playdates and exploitation cam- 
paign for ‘In Old Chicago’ are to be 


, merous 





discussed by the 20th-Fox heads 
among many other things. 





ARRIVALS 


Bruce Lister, James Stephenson, 
| Chili Boucher, Harry Richman, Mrs. 
|Cole Porter, Eric Simon, Jean 
Tennyson, Emma Boynet, Adolphe 
| Vogel, Carl Hartman, Margaret Car- 
lisle, Otello Ceroni, Nicola Moscona, 
| Marion LaRocca, Max Glucksman, E. | 
R. Giurdeua, John W. Owens, Mr. | 
and Mrs. Francis Salabert, Mr. and | 
Mrs. Carl Dixon, Mr. and Mrs. M } 
Michaux, Edward F. Knight, Marlene | 
Dietrich, Irving Asher, Laura La 
Plante, Reuben Mamoulian, Mr. and 
| Mrs. Louis Rochemont, James Fitz- | 








Washington Sees Film Biz Threat 
In Govt.'s Trust-Busting Campaign 


” 





Washington, Nov. 23. 

Trust-busting campaign with the 
film industry, as one of the govern- 
ment targets, was looked for’ this 
week in the wake of a Justice De- 
partment request for $1,000,000 with 
which to enforce the anti-monopoly 
laws. 

President Roosevelt’s desire to 
uproot combinations and counteract 


business conspiracies was reflected 
Wednesday (17) in admission by 
Attorney General Cummings that 


the Budget Bureau and Congress 
have been asked to boost the ap- 
propriation available for enforce. 
ment of the anti-trust statutes. In- 
itiation of court cases against nu- 
major industries was in 
prospect. 

While Cummings professed igno- 
rance of what businesses. are 
marked for slaughter, the film in- 
dustry was considered one of the 
most likely objectives of the sched- 
uled campaign. Noted that sleuths 
still are digging into complaints 
from independent exhibitors, ogling 
records of major distributors, and 
otherwise mobilizing forces for a 
court foray. 


Outcome of the recent Dallas case 
has encouraged Government men 
anxious to pillory the picture busi- 
ness for alleged unlawful agree- 
ments, and it is believed that once 
the money is forthcoming the major 
firms will be put on the defensive. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Irving Asher. 
Barbara Barton. 
Edward O. Berkman. 
Mrs. George Brown. 
Joe Cunningham. 
Clarence Derwent. 
Elfrida Derwent. 
Marlene Dietrich. 
Greer Garson. 
Sidney Harmon. 
Fanny Holtzman. 
Garson Kanin. 
Mike Mindlin. 
Herb Rosenthal. 
Mannie Sacks. 
Francis Salabert. 
Dore Schary. 
Geoffrey Toye. 
Walter Wanger. 
Mark Warnow. 
Joe Weil. 





SAILINGS 


Dec. 1 (London to New York), 
Stuart F. Doyle (Aquitania). 

Nov. 24 (London to New York), 
Henry Sherek, Sir Louis Greig 
(Queen Mary). 

Nov. 24 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Rae Smith, Ruth Dra- 
per, Anatole Litvak, Richard Rog- 
ers, Andrea Mathieu, Herbert Wil- 
sox, Anna Neagle, Bill Pearlberg, 
French Casino Revue (Normandie). 

Nov. 25 (New York to Havana), Al 
Sherman (Corinthia). 


Nov. 20 (New York to London), 
Bertram Mills, Maurice Barber 
(Champlain ), 








Must Cut Budgets 








(Continued from page 1) 





| much economy and too much speed 


employed. 


Thus the current gross reaction 
and desire to make up this loss at 
the source, in the producing end, 
creates for various film companies 4 
two-month period wher there's little 
chance of trimming production out- 
lay. 

Appreciation of these facts prob- 
ably accounts in part for the heavy 
slump in picture stock values be- 
cause it's an old saw that Wall street 


pened = Tino Rossi, Mr. and Mrs. | ciscounts any dip in earnings month: 


Lou Wolfson. 


in -advance. 


cu a4 eut*ta % ..6 





se\ 
col 
ati 
th: 


tré 








) oe 








_~ Wedncsiey; November 24, heed 


PICTURES 


VA RIETY o. 














.0. FARES BETTER THAN PIX 





William Fox Back Into Pix Biz 


Deemed Probable on the Coast 


oO 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Out here it is felt that it’s not be- 
yond the realm of possibility that 


William Fox soon will again be en- 
gaged actively in some form of show 
business. That depends on his set- 
tling the various controversies with 
which he is beset in various parts 


of the country, and particularly on 
this slo @. 
The nature of William Fox's 


future plans beyond the immediate 
oment of these various personal 
however, is not known 


saitl 
problems, 


d2figitely 

Mh Nicholas M. Schenck, presi- 
dent of Metro, as intermediary be- 
tween William Fox and the Bank 
of America, one of W.F.’s major | 
problems seems to have a chance of | 
settlement. 

That situation involves a matter of 
several hundred thousand dollars in 
connection with a San Francisco the- 
atre realty proposition. It is among 
the keys to the settlement of all of 


William Fox’s personal financial con- | 


troversies. 


Additionally, the presence of Sid- | 
20th | 


ney R. Kent, president of 
Century-Fox, on the Coast at this 
time, may prove propitious also for 
the former film magnate. It is prob- 


able that through Schenck, further | 


discussion on settling Fox’s contro- 
versies with Kent’s firm may be had 
during Kent's stay here. 





Prospect of William Fox landing in | 
jail for contempt of court is very | 


unlikely—at least until the bank- | 
ruptey proceedings against the for- | 


mer picture mogul have been con- 


cluded in New Jersey. Last week at | 


the request of his attorneys, N. Y. 
Federal Judge William Bondy held | 
up the warrant for Fox’s arrest and 
U. S. Marshal John J. Kelly locked it | 
up in his safe. Fox was declared in 
contempt by Judge Bondy in 1935 
and fined $235,000. and $10,000 counsel 
fees, the amount of the judgment 
found against him and in favor of 
the Capitol Co. of California. 

He refused to meet the orders of 
the court during the litigation, and 
the court held him in contempt. Fox 
had repeatedly refused to come to 
New York to testify in the proceed- 


ings, remaining at Atlantic City, or | 
outside of the 100-mile jurisdiction of | 


the Federal district. 


Hellinger Awaits First 
Prod. Assignment at WB 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Mark Hellinger moved into the! 








Warner Burbank studio this week | 


on his arrival from New York and 
is awaiting his first producer as- 
signment. 

Hellinger’s original, ‘Six Girls and | 
Death,’ goes into work at 20th-Fox 


shortiy with Sol Wurtzel producing | 


and Claire Trevor topping a cast) 
that includes Virginia Fields, Leah | 
Ray, Dixie Dunbar, Jayne Regan and | 
Lynn Bari. 


Henry Blanke has been handed | 
two production assignments for | 
January at Warners. 

Films are ‘White Banners,’ to be 
Scripted from the Lloyd C. Douglas 


meet and ‘Sister Act,’ Fannie Hurst 
Story, 


der the producer aegis of David 
Lewis in January. 

They are ‘All Rights Reserved,’ ‘It 
All Came True’ and ‘The Sisters.’ 


London B.0.’s s Foggy, Tes 





London, Nov. 23. 


Show business, generally slumping 
for past fortnight, took a complete 
nosedive over the past weekend when 
me stock exchange here dittoed Wall 
St’s acting-up. Typhoid epidemic 
and extra heavy fog and proximity 
of Xmas also helping to hang crepes. 
There is little hope here for im- 
Provemert until after the holidays. 


Warners will roll three films un- 





Discovered 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Maxine Cantwell hung around 
Hollywood for months seeking 
a film break wit.. no dice, and 
recently went to Dallas to work 
in a Little Theatre attraction. 
She was piped by an RKO 
talent scout, who tendered her 
a contract and inquired, ‘Where 
have you been hiding?’ 














2OTH-FOX ON 
THE YEAR 


Earnings of 20th Century-Fox, ac- 
cording to Wall Street advices, may 
go above $8,000,000 this year. It is 
understood that the company’s three- 
| quarter mark on the year is around 
$5,000,000, with the fourth quarter 
bringing possibly an additional 
| $2,500,000 or more outside of possi- 
ble $1,000,000 in dividends from 
' National Theatres. 


The figures; of course; are esti- 
mates, but. indications are that for 
the month of October the company’s 
income was above the same period, 
last year, by around $500,000. 

It’s figured that a substantial 
crease will be made for 
} and December, 


Jessel Settles WB 
Pact to Concentrate 
On Radio, Columning 





in- 
November 





Hollywood, Noy. 23. 
George Jessel has decided to pull 
out of picture biz entirely, for the 


| time being anyway, and devote all 

| his time to radio work and writing 
a syndicated column for the Paul 
| Block newspapers-and others. 


Jessel settled his Warner contract 
wt es eta on a _ vacation’ last 





ye acts will 
own ' 
work by pitching in on the Metro 
radio production activities now that 


Bill Bacher has resigned. 


| 
| 
| 





Par’s ‘Swing’ Away 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 


Lewis R. Gensler, Paramount pro- 
ducer, rolled ‘College Swing’ last 


| Wednesday (17) with a cast that in- | 


cludes Martha Raye, Burns and AIl- 
len, E. E. Horton, Ben Blue, Charles 
| Butterworth, Betty Grable, 
Coogan, Florence George and others 

Raoul Walsa 


TO THE HILLS 


Ritz Bros. to Cavort Among Moon- 
shiners in Next Pic 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
will play a trio of hill- 
billies “in their next 20th-Fox com- 
jedy, titled ‘Moonshine Over Ken- 
| Suey ’ to be produced by Kenneth 
|'Macgewan and directed by David 

| Butler. 

‘Moonshine’ was 
Darryl F. Zanuck 
| Nickelby Sits Down,’ 
skeded for them. 
‘Moonshine’ will be Jack Haley, Joan 
Davis, Slim Summerville and George 
Barbier. 


is directing. 





Ritz Bros. 


moved up by 
ahead of ‘Mr. 
which had been 





also supplement his | 
radio commercial and other | 


Jackie | 


Also in the cast of | 


THEAT 
Dal 











[It’s the Film Producer-Dis- | 


tributor That Takes the 
| Rap — Theatres 
|. Get Theirs, or 
abouts—But the Producer 
Barely Gets 
| trib-Owned Theatre Cir- 


Usually 





There- | 


Even—Dis- | 


cuits a Lifesaver to Many 


By ROY CHARTIER 


There has been such a disturbance | 
of the balance between what pic- | 
ures are averaging in profits for 
distributors as against what they | 
are averaging for theatres on ex- 
hibition, that one 
must happen, in the opinion of 
heads and company 
These are: 

1. Theatres must appreciably 
crease the rentals paid for piciures; 

2. Costs must be so lowered so 
that a reasonable ratio of profit pos- 
sibilities can be figured on, based on 
‘rentals no less than now paid; 
3. Major producer - distributors, 


a 


executives. 





make up via b.o. grosses for the losses 
| Or narrow profits wn rentals, must 
| go out to get them. 

The least likely of these three 
‘possible solutions is that production 
eosts will -be lowered so that there 
will be greater chance of breaking 
even, or showing profits. Even if 
the present level of rentals is main- 
tained, which is dubious if pictures 
should get poorer through slashing 
of negative costs, the grosses at the 
theatres would probably suffer and, 
in turn, bring proportionately small- 
er shares for distributors under per- 
eentage contracts. The only hope 
there is that’'this year’s rentals could 
be’ kept but production costs ma- 
terially trimmed without endanger- 
ing the quality of product. Any 
cheating on costs, however, would 
be expected to mean cheating on 
quality. Certain costs, also, such 
as labor, raw film stock, printing, 
etc., cannot be reduced at all. 


Higher Rentals, Panacea 
The most serious threat is that 
distributors are going to run more of 
their own theatres if they can’t get 
much higher rentals out of the ac- 
| counts each company serves. This 
threat is all the more alarming since 








| figures show that majors owning 
| large chains are making a much 
higher ratio of profit against over- 


head in their theatres than the same 
majors are 
Paramount, which has the largest 
chain of all, last year showed op- 
erating profits of around $6,000,000 
on the theatres and ended up at a 


net, after figuring distribution and 
everything else, of less than one- 
half this amount. Showmen also 


established houses, as well as to 
what the RKO circuit means to that 
(Continued on page 61) 


Balaban, Griffis 
West to Prune 


Par Prod. Costs 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Barney Balaban, Paramount prez, 
and Stanton Criffis, finance commit- 
| tee chairman, are doing studio pro- 
| duction huddles here until Dec. 3, 
|having arrived’ last’ Thursday (18) 
|for the announted purpose of em- 
phasizing the necessity of retrench- 
ment in production costs. 








making from sales. Thus, | 


SEE $8 000, O00 FOR HOW IT BREAKS DOWN. 


of three things | 
sales | 


in- | 


| through September, 
|now not.having enough theatres to | ures 





we hether 
point to the fortunate position Metro | rig toes 
is in, with its Loew chain of well- | outfit 


10-12 Pix: ‘Wind’ 





H’wood Economy 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Writer receiving $900 a week 
was hauled off a story he was 


—,+ 





doing at Universal recently 
when. a new economy tidal 
wave hit the studio and a $300 
a week scrib substituted. 

The $900 guy has been sitting 
around since, with nothing to 
do but draw: his pay. 


US. TAXES SHOW’ 
OCT. BIZ WAS | 
VERY STRONG 














Washington, Nov. 23. 
Theatre business continued bullish 
Federal tax fig- 
showed Monday (22), with 
Government receipts on the month’s 
business showing one of the biggest 
jumps in a long period. 


Payments in October, based on 
prior month grosses, zoomed to $1,- 
966,617, highest sum since last De- 
cember, and brought the 1937 total 
to date up to $16,441,327. This is 
almost $2,000,000 better than the first 
10 months of last year and is more 
than the Federal Government col- 
lected from admissions in the entire 
year of 1935. 

The' October yield was up $52,424 
over the take fer the identical month 
of 1936 and $169,339 over the. prior 
month, . Latter increase is the third 
fattest this year and the second jump 
in a row. 








British Maestro’s 
U. 8. Study Prior To 
Filming G-S’ ‘Yeoman’ 


Hollywood producing methods will 
be studied in the next two weeks by 
Geoffrey Toye, British conductor of 
Gilbert and Sullivan operas, pre- 
liminay to making ‘Yeoman of the 
Guard,’ G-S production, and other 
operas for General Cinema Finance 
sal’s partners in England, Though the | 
opera-for-films idea currently has | 














the blessing of U pariners, Lord | 
Portal, J. Arthur Rank and C. M.| 
Woolf, it is not known whether the | 


features will be released in U, S. or 
not. This probably will depend on 
a star like Deanna Durbin 
is loaned to the British producing 


Thus far Universal has not re- 


| leased any of the British-made fea- 
| tures turned out by General Cinema. 
| But this may be the first of product 
| finished abroad to be made avaHable 


ivia U in U.S 


| ners, 


The Universal part- 
who have exhibition, disiribu- 


| tion and production in England, have 


| facilities 


| gathering 


Two new producers will be set for | 
Par while the eastern execs are here. | doubtful items many of them use. 


at Pinewood studios. 

Toye 
embarking 
more 


went to Philadelphia before 
for the Coast learn 
about Leopold 
method of multiple recording. 


to 


Grover Jones’ Mag Expose 


On Hollywood Gossipers | 


Hollywood, Nov. 23 
Grover Jones reported coming 
to industry's defense in current cam- 
paign against dirt-dishers on the air. 
Scribe has agreed to write a yarn 
for Collier’s, turning tables on 
chatterers, exposing their news- 
tactics and also not-al- 
motives behind some 


is 


ways-pure 


r 
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wT Week Will Sign Two-Year Pact For 


Ist Via M-G Feb. | 


David O. Selznick will this week 
sign a two-year contract with Metro 
on the Coast whereby 10-12 pictures 
will be produced by Selznick-Inter- 
national at its Culver City studio for 
Metro release, with Metro financing. 
The new deal will become operative 


| Feb. 1 and the first picture will be 
‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
Selznick, Louis B. Muyer and 


Nicholas M. Schenck will spend most 
of the current week discussing terms 


of the deal, with Schenck leaving 
for New York probably Friday (26), 
| Under terms of the deal Selznick 


| will keep his entire staff at his own 
studios, including his general man- 
aver, Henry Ginsberg, and publicity 
department headed by Russell Bird- 
well, and his other production asso- 
ciates who have functioned with him 
under current setup. Besides hav- 


| ing production financing from Metro, 





ill also have call on talent, 
stories and any other Metro proper- 
ties he will require during the life 
of his contract, 
Selznick-International insignia will 
appear on the screen and, besides a 
weekly salary for Selznick person- 
ally, the upkeep of his staff and all 
charges to production, Selznick- 
International will receive between 
55-67% of the profits made by these 
pictures as a group. The exact per- 
centaze is one of the matters to be 
ironed out at the conferences this 
week, 

Selznick has two pictures, ‘Free- 
dom of the Press’ and ‘Merry, Merry 
Maidens’ to complete for United Art- 
ists release, These pictures may be 
in work at the time Selznick starts 
on his Metro deal, with ‘Wind’ being 
the initial picture. 


Now Meet Mr. Bischoff 


Hollywood, Novy. 23 
Warners has placed ‘Boy Meets 
Girl’ on Sam Bischoff's January 
production slate. 
Sam and Bella Spewack screen- 
es 
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On Eve of UA Board Meeting In 
L. A. Today (Wed.) Coast Reports — 


Goldwyn-Korda BR. Not Yet Had 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

United Artists deal is still in prin- 
ciple and though reports, emanating 
from Samuel Goldwyh and Alexan- 
der Korda that it’s pretty much in 
the bag, understood everything not 
so serene, and that coin is not set. 
Neither Goldwyn nor Korda will 
comment on that situation, but un- 
derstood that money is being scouted 
for both in London and here. 

UA directors will meet Wednes- 
day (24) with all in attendance ex- 
cepting Douglas Fairbanks who will 
be represented by C. E. Ericksen, 
treasurer of his company. 

Both Korda and Goldwyn say it’s 
up to Dr. A. H. Giannini as to 
whether he remains with the com- 
pany or not in case of reorganiza- 
tion, and believed unlikely that any- 
thing will heppen with respect to his 
turning over the prexyship to Mur- 
ray Silverstone, unless a deal is defi- 
nitely set at the time of this session. 


DURBIN’S ‘QUEEN’ IN 
COLOR; KOSTER PROD. 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
After a hiatus of one picture, ‘Mad 
About Music,” which Norman Tau- 
rot is directing, Henry Koster re- 
turns to the meg with Deanna Dur- 
bin on her next feature, ‘Queen: at 
14,’ with Joe Pasternak remaining as 
producer. Picture will be made in 
color, initialer of two and possibly 
three tinters to be turned out at 
Universal on the current program. 
Hope Hampton starrer, ‘She Shall 
Have Music,’ is set for technicolor 
also with likelihood that “The Fire- 
bird,’ Russian ballet feature, also 
will be polychromatic, when and if 
made, with Koster directing. 


‘Gone With Wind Country,’ 
Short; Precede Selznick 


Atlanta, Nov. 23. 

While Selznick-International de- 
lays filming Margaret Mitchell's 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ Ted Toddy 
hes started work here on the pro- 
duction of a featurette titled ‘Gone 
With the Wind Country,’ adapted 
from an unpublished original story 
of the same title. Toddy, former 
puplic relations director for Colum- 
bia’s southern division, has been on 
on the Coast for the past two years 
producing pics and is here repre- 
senting Southern Producers, an out- 
fit- formed to make the featurette, 
which will deal with the locale and 
terrain involved in the Mitchell 
tome. 

Toddy has a cameraman on the 
scere and has already started work 
on his two-reeler. It, however, will 
not be completed until spring, since 
Old Man Winter has come.to the 
Beep South. : F 

All scenes will be made. in this 
Jocality,, but pic will be procéssed, 
cut and edited on Coast, according to 
Toddy, who has set up shop on Wal- 
ton street, Atlanta’s Film Row. 

Meantime, Toddy is making ar- 
rangement to shoot a short on the 
‘South’s: newest dance craze, ‘Little 
Peach, which is taking place of the 
fa:t-dying Big Apple. 


1937 Style Nickelodeons 


Group of 50 to 60 streamlined 
double-nickelodeons, 1937 modern- 
type film theatres, is being framed 
fcr early launching. Backing is to 
come from American Telephone & 
‘Telegraph group, 

Top admission would be 10c. and 
only shorts would be shown, includ- 
ing newsreel. Houses would range 
from 200-400 seating capacity. Prob- 
able that rear projection would be 
used to trim outlay for theatre fire- 
procfing and size of auditorium, and 
keep house staff at minimum. Idea 
would be 40 to 50-minute show and 
quick turnover. 


FRIEDA’S STARRER 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

" Republic will star Frieda Ines- 
cori in ‘Strangers Welcome,’ skeded | 
to go before the cameras next month 
as the first of two pictures to be | 
made by Miss Inescourt under her 
new ticket 

Miriam Geiger and Alice Altschu- 
ler are scripting. : 

ot i 
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FRANCES LANGFORD 


A silver fox coat, claimed to be 
worth $2,500, was stolen from Fran- 
ces Langford Monday night (22) at 
the hotel where she is stopping while 


stances were mentee to police. 





on a personal appearance engage- 
ment at the Paramount, N. Y. 
The missing coat and circum- | 


| 





pay raped 
Eight Girls in a Beat 


Hollywood, Nov, 25. 

‘Three Men in t > Snow,’ produced 
by Sam. Zimbalist and directed by 
Eddie Buzzell, went into work at 
Metro last week. 

Frank Morgan, Florence Rice and 
Robert Young top the cast with Edna 
May Oliver, Mary Astor and Regi- 





nald Owen all filling featured roles 


LOSES $2,500 Gal: a: 





‘NITE OF STARS | 


GROSS, $100,000 


Strongly supported by picture and | 


other show people, both in buying | 


tickets and in donating services, the | 
Madison Square Garden benefit, 

‘Night of Stars’ for the United Pales- | 
tine Appeal, Wednesday night (17) 
will net around $100,000. Final fig- 
ures have not yet been computed, | 
but it will hit this amount or come 
close, according to Sam Blitz, UPA | 
executive. . 

The net profit on the program, 
which was .contracted for outside, 
will run around $25,000, while a near | 
sellout of tickeis at the Garden: 
bringing in the balance. 


Necessary deductions on the benefit | 
is limited to cost of Madison pong 
Garden, lights, etc., plus 
centage on ticket sales only “to om 
Theatre Authority. This amount 
ordinarily would run to 15 per cent 
of the proceeds on seats but due to 
the fact that on a benefit of this kind 
tickets were sold at high figures, the | 
house was scaled on a basis of $1, 
$2 and $3 per admission in arriving 
at what should go to the Authority. 

The show lasted from 8:30 to past 
1 a.m., with scores of artists from all 


fields contributing their talents. 
Musicians, electricians and others 
also donated their services. Those 


appearing included George M. Cohan, 
Jay C. Flippen, Eddy Duchin, Buck 
and Bubbles, Music Hall Rockettes, 
Cross and Dunn, Gae Foster Girls, 
Paul Muni, Harry Hershfield, Floyd 











Gibbons, Nick Kenny, members of 
International Casino, French Casino 
and Paradise revues, Rube Goldberg 
and a couple dozen cartoonists, Ger- 
trude Lawrence, Roland Young, 
Gloria Swanson, James Barton, Kitty 
Carlisle, Wini Shaw, Arthur Mur- 
ray’s Big Apple dancers, Sophie 
Tucker, Minor and Root and others 
including Gene Buck with his Tin 
Pan Alley parade of songwriters. 


| nini, 
|a contract which has long since ex- 
| pired covering a number of old pic- 


| 


| ville. 
| nearing completion, will give Crosby 








Hushes i in Legal 
Move Vs. UA For 
Pix Accounting 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Howard Hughes is expected to file 
suit in Los Angeles superior court 
this week for an accounting against 
United Artists involving six pictures 
made by him and released. through 
UA. Films involved are “Two 
Arabian Knights,’ ‘Scarface,’ ‘Front 
Page,’ ‘Hell's Angels,’ ‘Age for Love’ 
and ‘Cock of the Air.’ 

Hughes made a request through 
| his attorney, Neil McCarthy, for an 
| examination of UA’s books which 
was refused. 


‘This is strictly a legal matter; 
was the comment of Dr. A. H. Gian- 
UA president, ‘and refers to 


tures released by our company sev- 
eral years ago.’ 


CROSBY’S DICKER FOR 
MRS. HERT HORSE FARM 


Louisville, Nov. 23. 
are under’ way by 








Negotiations 


rs. A. T. Hert farm, near Louis- 
The deal, which it is said is 


ownership of one of the most ex- 
tensive stock farms in the Blue 
Grass State, on which he intends to 
breed horses for his pretentious rac- 
ing stables. Since Crosby first started 
racing horses as a hobby, later going 
into the venture on a larger scale, 
culminating with the opening of his 
own racing plant Del Mar, just out- 
side of Los Angeles, Crosby has had 
a desire to own his own breeding es- 
tablishment in Kentucky. 


Mrs. Hert, who has moved to Flor- 
ida, was formerly national commit- 
teewoman for the G.O.P. Her hus- 
band, the late A. T. Hert, was a 
prominent Republican in local and 
national affairs; and the Hert es- 
tate is one of the showplaces of the 
state. 





E. H. Griffith, now vacationing 


after completion of Columbia’s ‘Ill 
Take Romance’ (Grace Moore), is 
gathering his strength to start a 
Hollywood revolution. It’s the 
credit system that’s getting Direc- 
tor Griffith down, and color is the 
last straw. 


‘By the time an audience has sat 
through the writing credits, the 
sound credits, production, direc- 
torial, cast, photography and cos- 
tume credits, says Mr. Griffith, 
‘they’re too tired to watch the pic- 
ture. Now with technicolor adding 
another long list of staff members 
to the credit marathon, there won’t 
be room for the picture at all.’ 


Griffith is all for going back to 
the silent simplicity days—name of 
the picture, cast—and on with the 
show. Says directors might start 
the movement by going Garbo on 
the public and having their names 
deleted from the credit list. 


He declares himself perfectly 
willing to be the torchbearer, and 
let Griffith-directed pictures bow 
to the public anonymously. Main- 
tains. the general public is _ inter- 
ested mainly ‘n the cast and doesn’t 
care who manned the camera, su- 
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E. H. Griffith Favors Not Giving Any 
Screen Credit; Doubts Public Cares 


pervised the sound or switched the 
lights. Says if the credits continue 
to grow, the list and the picture 
will make a double feature in them- 
selves. 

‘Of course,’ he’ added, ‘vanity isn’t 
entirely responsible for. the grow- 
ing demand for credits, by evéryone 
remotely connected with the picture. 
It’s the system that wrong. If no 
staff credits were given, producers 
interested in the staff could easily 
learn who did the job they liked. 
But as long as any staff credits are 
given, they become the mark of 
success.’ 

Griffith is a believer in the mouse- 
trap theory, and mixed a metaphor 
with a grin. ‘If you have the best 
cheese in your mouse trap, the mice 
will beat a path to your door.’ 

Maintains the fame doesn’t rest on 
screen credits, citing the late Irving 
a shining exaniple. 
Thalberg rarely put his name on a 
picture or let it go out in adver- 
tising matter. 

meets “Griffith is: hbantinls a New 

tour, another stop in New 
by that “ime he thinks 
he “4 be Wriged to start the give- 


the - audience - a-break- by-shorten- 





ing-credit-list campaign. 











Bing Crosby for the purchase of the | 9°S2ns- 








‘Double Ta. U.S. and Britam, New 
Headache in Korda-Coldwyn Deal 





MENTION LAEMMLE, 
SMALL FOR UA UNITS 


David O. Selznick’s departure 
leaves a wide gap in the future set- 
up of United Artists. He was one of 
the very few privately financed pro- 


- 





ducers, and the trade is wondering 
how U.A. will fill that gap. 

New producer possibilities men- 
tioned for U.A. include Carl 
Laemmle, Jr., recently resigned from 
Metro, and Edward Small. But that 
financing angle may prove a rub 
there. 


Selznick-International, under its 
proposed deal with Metro, according | 
to Coast advices, agrees to make 10- | 
12 films for M-G release, over a 
period of 2 years. 


Phillips Lord Vs. Pathe 
Tossed Out of Court 
Without Hearing Pathe 


After hearing Phillips Lord, the 
Seth Parker of radio, tell, how since 
a child on the coast of Maine, he had | 
yearned to own a sailing vessel and | 


| 
| 


} 





make an adventure tour of the 
world, N. Y. Federal Judge John J. | 
Clancy, Thursday (18), decided that 


while it was all very interesting, it 
did not prove that Pathe Film Corp., 
had gypped the radio artist, out of 
$50,000 on a_ contract. Court 
directed the jury dismiss the action 
at the end of Lord’s testimony and 
without the necessity of Pathe put- 
ting in a defense. 

Lord, testified that in 1933 he 
conceived the idea of purchasing a 
sailing vessel and equipping it with 
a radio receiving and sending set. 
He would at last carry out his long- 
cherished dream of sailing the seven 
He made arrangements with 
NBC, but decided the picture indus- 
try should benefit by the trip also. 
Early in 1934 he contacted Court- | 
landt Smith, then president of Pathe. 

Latter, according to Lord, after 
inspecting the vessel, orally agreed 
to go 5C(-50 on the expense of mak- 
ing at least two feature pictures and 
several shorts during the trip. Pathe, 
Lord says, was to furnish the equip- 
ment. and staff. Profits were to be 
evenly divided after the expenses of 
production had been deducted. 

Pathe, however, did not go 
through with the agreement and 
Lord thought.he was entitled to 


$50,000 for the alleged contract 
breach. Smith was in court to 
testify for Pathe, but it was not 


necessary to call him to the stand. 
Another company made a picture 
during the trip which only reached 
the South Seas. 

Picture proved a flop. 


Film on the ‘World’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Louis Weitzenkorn is dickering | 
with major studios for a ticket to | 
write and screenplay an _ original 
idea of his own,. ‘The End of the 
World,’ based on the collapse of the 
old N. Y. World. 

Scrib has just wound up script- 
ing ‘King of the Newsboys’ for Re- 
public, an original by Samuel Ornitz 
and Horace McCoy. 











Negro Pic on ‘Swing’ 
San Antonio, Nov. 23. 

‘Swing’ has been selected as the 
title for the Oscar Micheaux mu- 
sical, with an all-Negro cast. to be 
released by Sackamuse Enterprises 
in early spring. 

The picture now being filmed, will 
follow ‘Birthright’ and ‘God's Step- 
children,’ Micheaux productions set 
for December release by the Sack 
exchange. 


BLONDELL’S ‘FOOLS’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Joan Blondell has been handed the 
lead in ‘Men Are Stich Fools’ as her 
next at Warners. 
David Lewis will produce. 








Freddie’s ‘Lord Jeff’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Metro has assigned: Walter Ferris 
to- screenplay ‘Lord Jeff.’ 
Film will be a Freddie Bartholo- 
mew starrer. 
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| preferred, which Alexander K 


Now that the lawyers have the 
initialed contract, under terms of 
which it is proposed that Alexander 
Korda with Samuel Goldwyn, by aid 
of British capital, purchase control 
of United Artists, they don't know 
what to do with it. The rub is re. 
garding taxes. 

An opinion on the matter 


is dif- 

ficult to obtain. The lawyers pe 

hesitant on expressing a viewpoint 
on this. 

Whether a U. S. tax can be as. 

sessed on the transaction. if com- 

pleted in England, since the deal is 


preponderously British, or vice versa, 


is the headache. And whether a 


| double tax, one in England and the 


U. S., may have to be met. 

That tax item on this transaction 
will amount to a handsome figure, 
| what with the deal counting up to 
$10,000,000, principal amount. That 
includes the divvy of preferred is- 
sues, such as Mary Pickford and 
Douglas Fairbanks are to obtain, ad- 
ditional to the $2,000,000 


in. second 


a 


and Samuel will 


obtain. 
But the lawyers are 
it here and abroad. 
Korda and Goldwyn have been on 
the Coast now for about a week. the 


Goldwyn, each, 


working on 


| stockholders’ meeting of the corpora- 


tion having been postponed until to- 
|day (24). It is at this meeting, so 
it’s understood, that the transaction 
is presented for the official com- 
pany’s 0.0, 

And, certainly, now if not before, 
Dr. A. H. Giannini gets his glimpse 
at the transaction and what he deter- 
mines- to do is something the trade 
is awaiting. 





GOULD’S $30,000 SUIT 


ON FILM’S SYNOPSIS 


Bruce Gould, magazine writer, 
wants 20th Century-Fox to pay him 
$30,000 for the syndicated use of a 
story, ‘Reunion,’ the Dionne Quin- 
tuplets’ second film, which he had 
sold the company. Suit - covering 
this claim has been filed by Gould 
in N. Y. supreme court. Also named 
as defendants are the NEA Service, 
Inc., and the N. Y. World-Telegram 
Corp. 


Gould’s conplaint stetes that by 
authorizing a tabloidization of the 
screen story, 20th had violated the 
contract with the original writer. In 
his contract with the producer 
Gould contends, he stipulated that a 
synopsis of the story may be used 
for the press book, fan magazines, 
heralds and notices prepared by ex- 
hibitors for local newspapers. The 
version turned out by Adela Rogers 
St. John for the syndicate, the com- 
plaint says, did not come directly 
or indirectly within the purview of 
this permission. 

ga was released tinder the same 
title. 


Warners’ Speed Burner 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Jack L. Warner has directed the 
writing staff at the studio to prepare 
a story based on the progress of 
automobile racing and has _tele- 
graphed an offer to Capt. George E. 
T. Eyston, British speedburner, to 
work in the film. 

Eyston last week broke the world’s 
speed record at Bonneville salt flats, 
Utah. 











Barrymore, Comedian 


Impressing Paramount execs with 
his work in ‘True Confession,’ un- 
released, in which he plays a screwy 
comedy role, John Barrymore 38 
slated for similar parts. 

First step in this direction will be 
pairing Barrymore with W. C. Fields 
in a picture, working title of which 

‘Things Begin to Happen.’ 





RALSTON-HALL’S P. A.’S 
Esther Ralston and William Hall, 
from films, are being offered for 
vaude in a two-act. Curtis & Allen 
agency this week began contacting 
eastern circuits and indies. Act 1s 


| asking $2,500 a week. 


Duo were pairéd in ‘International 
Spy," flicker completed recently by 
Trem Carr for Universal release. 
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Guild Shop in N. Y. Cutting Into 


Income; Extras Charge Economizing 


Growing chorus of squawks is be- 
ing heard from the extra ranks in 


New York over the effects of the 
Guild shop contract in the eastern 
studios. Contention among the hand- 
to-mouth players is that, contrary to 
Screen Actors Guild claims, the 
minimum wage and similar require- 
ments of the pact is actually lower- 
ing payrolls. 

According to the extras, studios in 
New York and elsewhere in the east 
have been chased up a tree by the 
boost in wages for the various clas- 
sifications. Result has been, it ic said, 
that the order has gone out that 
scripts must be written so as to elim- 
inate all the higher wage classifica- 
tions. Consequently, while the rate 
for certain parts has risen fruin $5.50 
a day to $8.25, $11 and even $16.50 
in some cases, few if any of the top- 
money parts are now used. Extras 
who formerly were paid various 
amounts for different kinds of parts 
now almost invariably receive the 
$5.50. Not only has this actually de- 
creased their earnings, they claim, 
but it has necessitated the payment 
of initiation fees and dues to SAG. 

Initiation fee is $10, with dues of 
$18 annually, bringing the total to 
$28 the first year. Since many of the 
players are also members of Equity 
or oceasionally work in radio (thus 
necessitating more dues payments) 
the expenses in some cases are said 
to be way over the wage benefits. 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

*Producers are reported passing the 
word along to writers to avoid se- 
quences requiring a large number of 
extras. 

Said to be part of the industry re- 
trenchment in pruning cost of 
colossals. 


Faith Baldwin Doesn’t 
Get Mad at Hollywood 
Changing Her Stories 


Faith Baldwin, who started the 
husband-wife-secretary cycle with 
‘Office Wife,’ is occasionally shocked 
over the condition of her brain-chil- 
dren after a trip to Hollywood, but 
she wants it clearly understood that 














Althcugh nearly a dozen of her) 
novels have been the base of pic- 
tures, Miss Baldwin insists that she 
knows nothing about films and never 
writes with one eye on her Reming- 
tcn ane the other on Hollywood.. 


‘I might not always agree with 
stud'o heads when changes are made | 
in my plots,’ said Miss Baldwin ir | 
her suite at the St. Regis hotel, N. Y. 
‘But, after all, they’re making the 
picture. I’m just writing. They . 
must be right. difficult as it is for me , 
to believe at the time.’ 


She's never written an original 
screen story and does no fingernail 
chewing over what might happen to 
a story after a studio purchase. It’s 
theirs and they can do as they please 
with it. only she would like a little 
warning when radical changes are 
made. That’s so she won't embar- 
tass friends by screaming as she did 
when she suddenly saw one of her 
less emotional heroines hurl herself 
from a rooftop in ‘Skyscraper.’ which 
was produced as ‘Skyscraner Souls’— 
a title chanze puzzling but not pain- 
ful to its author. 

Miss Baldwin wears her crisp | 
brown curls in a very short bob, and 
refuses to be bothered with cos- 
metics. Two years azo, dserted 
Manhatten for the New Canaan. 
Conn., literary colony. Is here now 
primarily for Christmas shonping. 
and thought she micht as well ask 
Revublic if she could see her latest 
picture, ‘Portia on Trial” not yet re- 
leased. Republic oblised, and Miss 
Baldwin is very happy with the re- 
Sult, adding modestlv that the oriai- 
nal tole woes merely a character 
sketch. and Republic has had a very | 
g00d story written around it. 











Generosity Feud 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Carrying their famed feud 
over into the field of handouts, 
Walter Winchell and Ben Bernie 
tried to top each other in the 
payoff at the close of ‘Love and 
Hisses.’ 

Well-liked result was that 
some 100 crew members picked 
up around 8 g’s from the two 
celebrated feuders. 











PAR WON'T RENEW 
DIETRICH AT $250,000 


Paramount is reported not renew- 
ing with Marlene Dietrich after the 
one picture she still has to do under 
contract is completed sometime this 
winter. This is ‘French Without 
Tears, based on the play of the 
same name, current on Broadway, 

Miss Dietrich receives $250,000 a 
picture. Considering her waning 
b.o. power in this country, plus the 
fact she is reported difficult to han- 
dle, Par has chilled on lifting any 
options. 

Miss Dietrich reached New York 
Monday (22) from abroad and left 
yesterday (Tues.) for Hollywood. 








Hart, Woolsey Better 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Two retired film actors on the sick 
list are reportee improving. 
William S. Hart is making prog- 
ress from a pleurisy attack, and 
Robert Woolsey is holding own at 
Palm Springs. 


SEE NO SPURT 


October, November and De- 
cember Look Very Much 
Off — Trade 


Football, Etc. 





|FED UP ON GOOD ’UNS? 


| Grosses the third quarter this 
| year, through October, November 
and December, will be off 10 to 15%, 
or more. This estimate is based on 
the drop that has been suffered 
throughout the country since Oct. 1, 
plus an analysis of picture product 
dated for release between now and 
Christmas that does not rate en- 
couragingly on paper. As in prior 
years, distributors are setting poorer 
product for release between Thanks- 
giving and Christmas through the 
pre-Xmas slump period, while saving 
the bigger hopefuls for the holidays. 

.Although the impression of thea- 
tre men is that too many of the 
better bets among features are go- 
ing to be on availibility list Christ- 
mas and New Year’s, it is not ex- 
pected that some of these will be 
moved up for dating prior to. the 
holidays. Product has analyzed high 
during the past four months, making 
it all the more disappointing that 
business has ebbed to the point 
where pictures now are not doing 
what comparative releases did even 
in July and August. 

According to figures, the grosses 
began getting spotty the second 
week in September, following a 
Labor Day business that was excel- 

(Continued on page 63) 











BEFORE JAN. 1 


BOX OFFICE DROPS 10-15" 
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Mike Meehan Asking $2,100,000 
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Trying to) 
Fathom Reasons—Labor, | 





For His Stock Holdings in K-A-0 





Can’t Take It 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Although Paramount’s ‘Her 
Jungle Love,’ Dorothy Lamour 
starrer, has an earthquake se- 
quence written into its script, 
company on Palm’ Springs 
location was peturbed last week 
when a real temblor shook the 
desert resort damaging some of 
the flimsier sets. 

Company thereupon adjourned 
to another location in Eagle 
Canyon. 











JAFFE’S FILM TALENT 


VIA CBS ARTISTS, INC. 





Sam Jaffe agency, Coast outfit 
handling film talent, has concluded 
a deal with Columbia Artists, Inc. 
whereby latter will try to peddle 
performers on the Jaffe list to radio 
in the east. CBS’ subsid will produce 
shows around the names from films 
as well as rep them for the air. 

Already being offered for spon- 
sorship is Dorothy Parker topping 
a proposed service labeled ‘After 
Such Pleasures,’ and Alan Dinehart 
in a ‘Behind the Dateline’ idea. 





SETTING OLYMPE BRADNA 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Paramount has handed the top fea- 
tured role in ‘The Goddess’ to 
Olympe Bradna in recognition of her 
work in ‘Souls at Sea.’ 

Virginia Van Upp is scripting 
‘Goddess,’ which will roll ahead of 
‘Everybody’s Girl,’ also being readied 
for Miss Bradna. 
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Efforts of RKO to raise enough 
money to purchase from M. J. Mee- 
han 20,000 shares Meehan’s holdings 
of Keith-Albee-Orpheum preferred 
shares, for $2,100,000, have proved 
unavailing, Neither has Keith-Al- 
bee-Orpheum been able to swing-the 
deal. 

There have been talks between 
RKO and the Meehan interests, from 
time to time, about RKO’s purchas- 
ing all or part of the Meehan interest 
in KAO, but that money angle has 
proved an obstacle. 

Meehan owns more than one-third 
of KAO preferred and RKO 
third of the 63,000 shares of 
ferred, 

Meehan will sell to RKO at $105 
per share. It is a company deal, of 
course, 

Depending on RKO’s own financial 
situation, following its emergence 
from 77B, and market conditions be- 
sides, it is fairly possible that a deal 
eventually will be made between the 
parties. But when, is impossible to 
predict, 

There also has been talk about 
KAO buying the Meehan shares, but 
that never got to a proper point of 
possible consummation, 


CONN’S 77B TO 
STAY CERTAIN 
CREDITORS 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Maurice Conn, president of Am- 
bassador Pictures, asked the Fed- 


one- 


pre- 








eral Court on Monday (22) for ner- 


mission to reorganize under 77B. Out- 
fit estimates assets at $450,000 and 
outstanding indebtedness. $230.000. 

Conn said he expects around 
$300,000 in revenuc on unreleased 
films and asks bankruptcy washup to 
protect creditors, 





Maurice Conn last week announced 
his intention of seeking 77-B reor- 
ganization for his Ambassador Pic- 
tures, Inc., the actual date depending 
on when he arrives in Hollywood. 
Company assets were listed at 
$450,000 and liabilities at $230,000 by 
Conn, who said his purpose in seek- 
ing reorganization was to protect all 
creditors. Virtually all of them are 
loans made to him personally. Action 
would serve as a stay on all creditors, 
with none given preference. 

Because he expects to get addi- 
tional funds to carry on his produc- 
tion program for 1937-38, creditors 
may not have to wait until Ambas- 
sador Pictures is liquidated. Whether 
a new company will be set up to 
carry on this producing is not known 
but Conn seems assured of getting 
the required funds from Wall Street 
friends, 

The 77-B reorg will be sought on 
the Coast because Conn expects to 
headquarter there and take active 
charge of production. Majority of 
creditors also are on the Coast. Am- 
bassador will continue as parent cor- 
poration, with Conn Productions, Inc. 
and Television Pictures, Inc. as 
wholly owned subsidiaries. Aside 
from its regular program, realigned 
company will produce some special 
exploitation subjects and some for 
Monogram, latter to be made by Con- 
cord Productions, Inc., a producing 
outfit. 

Company claims to be set on stata 
rights product deals in seven key 
cities with almost as many more soon 
to be signatured. 

Press of certain smaller creditors 
is believed back of move to seek 
77-B. Thom Film Co, note for $2,500 
matured about two weeks ago and a 
judgment was obtained. 





WONG’S PAR TRIO 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Anna May Wong has been given a 
new ticket by Paramount. Calls for 
a series of three films. 
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‘Nestraz Rolls Up $19 500 For 
L. A. Only Bright Spot; ‘Ebb Tide 
Fair 166, Firefly’ 256, Fight’ Dull 





Los Angeles, Nov. 23, 


Trade continues in the doldrums, 
with only a few bright spots cur- 
rently, so the combined take for an 
even dozen first runs will not hit 


much in excess of $100,000. This in- |. 


cludes the two-a-day engagement of 
‘Hurricane,’ at the Carthay Circle, 
where biz looks good for’ another 
four weeks at least. 

‘Ebb Tide’ is another disappoint- 
ment for the Paramount, following 

revious week’s misery with ‘Angel.’ 
Waren Bros.’ ‘Alcatraz’ got away to 
a good start and should wind up with 
no less than $19,500 in the day-date 
houses. Showing some _§ strength 
downtown, but not too forte in Hol- 
lywood, is MG's ‘Firefly,’ making its 
bow at regular priced houses follow- 
ing recent two-a-day roadshow run 
at the Four Star. 

Latter house is doing okay with 


‘Victoria the Great,’ which will 
probably hold for two or three 
stanzas. 


Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- 


$1.10-$1.65)—"The Hurricane’ (UA) 
(3d week). Two-a-day trade is hold- 
ing strong, and opus may stick 


through the holidays. Second week 
finished with $10,200 in the till, very 


good. 
Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75)— ‘The Firefly’ (MG). and 


‘Wallaby Jim of the Islands’ (GN) 
dual. Roadshow run of this operetta 
evidently took the edge off the Hol- 
lywood regular price run, so looks 
like fairish $10,000. Last week 
‘Heidi’ (20th) and ‘Night Club Scan- 
dal’ (Par), not so hot at $9,200. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Alcatraz Island’ (FN) and ‘Sh! 
the Octopus’ (FN) dual. With gov- 
ernment’s west coast nal colony 
prominently in the lime ight, film de- 
picting life in that spot is piling up 
better than average biz locally on 
first showing, with oke $9,500 likely. 
Last week ‘Garrick’ (WB) and ‘Por- 
tia on Trial’ (Rep), hit fair $8,000. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 40-55)— 
*Victoria the Great’ (RKO). First 
foreign pic to play house in some 
weeks, this Herbert Wilcox opus got 
away to smart $1.65 top preem (18), 
garnering around $1,000 opening 
night, and likely headed for excel- 
lent $4,200. House dark past week. 

Hollyweod (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Alcatraz Island’ (FN) and ‘Sh! 
the Octopus’ (FN) dual. Looks like 
smart $10,000, which has everybody 
satisfied. Last week ‘Garrick’ (WB) 
and ‘Portia on Trial’ (Rep), good 
$9,300. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—Stars Over the Desert’ (20th) 
and ‘Small Town Boy’ (GN) dual and 
vaudeville. Two first runs and a 
Major Bowes unit comprising vaude 
show has house headed for big $9,- 
000, best gross for house in many 
moons. Last week, second runs. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Fight for Your Lady’ (RKO) and 
‘Fit for a King’ (RKO) dual. Noth- 
ing in this brace of dualers to war- 
rant undue excitement, so will have 
to be satisfied with slim $6,000. Last 
week ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) and 
‘Girl with Ideas’ (U). not too hot at 
$7,500. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) and stage 
show. Absence of marquee names is 
spelling a just fair week for house, 
with so-so $16,000 the answer. Last 
week, ‘Angel,’ (Par) $15,000, just 
what was expected. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Fight for 
Your Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Fit for a 
King’ (RKO) dual. Couple of pre- 
views will help drag in slim $5,800, 
nothing to rave about. Last week 
“Merry-Go-Round’ (U) and ‘Girl 
with Ideas’ (U). $7,500, fair. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2.024; 30-40-55- 
75)—'The Firefly’ (MG) and ‘Walla- 
by Jim of the Islands’ (GN) dual. 
Downtown trade for this Jeanette 
MacDonald starrer much better than 
at the day-date Chinese, with satis- 
factory $15.000 in sight. Last week 
‘Heidi’ (20th) and ‘Nisht Club Scan- 
dal’ (Par), just fair $12,100. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2.100: 
30-40-55 )—‘Heidi’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Club Seands” (Per) dual. Pretty 
bad for this Shirley Temnle opus on 
moveover, with dismal $2,800 prob- 
ably the answer. Last week. move- 
over of ‘Ali P-ha’ (20th) and ‘Bor- 
rowins Trorble’ (20th) below an- 
ticinations at weak $4190. 

Wilchire (F-v) (29°°: 20-40-55-45) 
—Heidi’? (Nth) and ‘Nisht Club 
Scendal’ (Pr-) dual. Trade off about 
35%. in this movenver snot. so hest in 
sitht jg were ©4990, Last week ‘Ali 
Raho’ (20th) -~- ‘Rorrowins Trouble 
(20th), oe *f £99, 


‘Stermy’ Script In 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
been completed by 


Script has 


Gordon Kahn for the next Alison | 


Skipworth-Polly Moran comedy at 
Repub"'r, ‘Stormy Weather.’ ' 

Kahn was set to work at once 
on ‘First Prize,’ for the same team, 





‘STAGE DOOR’ 10G, MONT’L 


‘Dead End’ Aimed Toward Nice $4,000 
—Live, Love’-“Guy’ $6,000 


Montreal, Nov. 23. 
Palace again out in front on ‘Stage 
Door’ which should garner”a good 
$10,000,. way. ahead of everything 
else on Main Street. All new shows 








some $10,000 levei. Last week repeat 
of ‘Firefly’ (MG) grossed a nice 


$6,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Break- 
fast for Two’ (RKO) and ‘40 Naughty 
Girls’ (RKO). This program should 
yield average gross ‘at $7,000. Last 
week ‘Angel’ (Par) and ‘This Way, 
Please’ (Par) $7,500, good. 

Loew’s (M: T. Co.) - (3,200; 50)— 
‘All Yours’ (Col) and ‘Racketeers in 
Exile’ (Col). Paced at $5,000. Last 
week ‘Back in Circulation’ (WB), 
‘Marry the Girl’ (WB) and ‘Eagle’s 
Vengeance’ (WB) all on same bili 
above-average at $6,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 50)—‘Dead 
End’ (UA). Very good $4,000 sighted. 
Last week ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (3d 
week) did well enough at $2,000. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Live, 
Love’ (MG) and ‘Bad Guy’ (MG). 
Set for a good $6,000. Last week 
‘Madame X’ (MG) and ‘Fight for 
Your Lady’ (RKO), $6,500 good. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 

(600; 50)—‘Le Carnet de _ Bail.’ 
Headed for very good $2,500. Last 
week’s repeat of L’Ile des Veuves’ 
off at $1,600. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
— ‘Troika’ and ‘La Fille de la 
Madelon.’ Well up to average at 
$6,500. Last week ‘La Dame de 
Pique’ and ‘Le Cantinier de la 
Colonielle’ good at $6,000. 


Balto Shifting 
For Turkey Play; 
‘Honeymoon’ 5!,6 


Baltimore, Nov.. 23, 

General shifting around of product 
and opening dates this week to take 
advantage of Thanksgiving makes 
biz uneven. Feature of current setup 
is ‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) at the 
New, which is taxing the limited ca- 
pacity of that house to turn in a 
good profit at $5,500. ‘Great Garrick’ 
and ‘Victoria’ atiracted rave notices 
from local crix, but not much at the 
box offices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—‘Firefly’ (MG). Open- 
ing tomorrow (Wed.) midnight after 
week of ‘Stand-In’ (UA) to unexcit- 
ing $8,700. Last week, . ‘Conquest’ 
(MG), disappointing $7,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Victoria’ (RKO) 
and vaude. Not more than $9,000 in- 
dicated. Last week, second of ‘Aw- 
ful Truth’ (Col) $12.600, after socko 
first session to $18,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par). 
Opened yesterday (Mon.) after nine 
days of ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) to 
$8,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40-55)—‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th). 
Garnering a nice profit with $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Love at Work’ (20th) not 
much at $2,800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-30-40- 
55)—‘Love I’m After’ (WB). Open- 
ing tomorrow (Wed.) after mild 
week of ‘Great Garrick’ (WB) to no 
more than $4,000. 


‘GANGSTER’-‘FLIGHT’ 














Previdence, Novy. 23. 

Consistently poor biz this burg has 
been experiencing for the last couple 
of months has exhibs admitting 
there’s something wrong. 

Aside from one or two houses, the 
b.o. this week is still in the dol- 
drums. About the only really heart- 
ening angle is the manner in which 


around for a third week. 
Estimates for This Week 





| Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
|*Portia on Trial’ (Rep) and ‘Fit for 
| King’ (RKO): Poor $4,000 indicated. 
Last week ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (RKO) 
fand ‘Armored Car’ (Col) ‘was trifle 
| better. at $6,700. . 

Carlton (Fay-Loew’s) (1,400; 25-35- 


} 
1 50 \— Awful ‘Trith’ (Col) and West- 


dand Case’ (U) -«38 week.© Hitting 4t 


currently everywhere, French as 
well as English. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Stage 
Door’ (RKO). Aimed at a hand- 


i 
1 
' 
| 
| 
| 





11G IN WEAK PROV.’ 


|‘Awful Truth’ has managed to stick 





First Runs on B’way 





(Subject to Change) 
¢ Week eof Nov. 25 
Aster—‘Hurricane’ (UA) (3d 
wk). 
Capitel—‘Firefly’ (MG). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Julu 28) 
Criterion — ‘Barrier’ (Par) 
(26). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 3) 
Globe—‘Non Stop N. Y.’ (GB) 
(27). 
Musie Hall—‘Nothing Sacred’ 
(UA). 
Paramount—‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) 
(2d wk). 
Rialto—‘Thoroughbreds Don’t 
Cry’ (MG). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 
Riveli—‘Damsel 
(RKO) (24). 
(Reviewed in current VAaRIETy) 
Rexy — ‘Merry-Go-Round ’38’ 
(U). 
(Reviewed in Varrety, Oct. 27) 
Strand — ‘Emile Zola’ (WB) 
(24). 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 30) 


17) 
in Distress’ 


Week of Dec. 2. 
Astor—‘Hurricane” (UA) 4th 
wk). 
Capitol—‘Firefly’ (MG) (2d 
wk). 
Criterion — ‘Blossoms’ on 
Broadway’ (Par) (3). 
(Reviewed in Vanrrery, Nov. 17) 


Musie Hall—‘Nothing Sacred’ 
(UA) (2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) 
(3d wk). : 

Rivoli—‘Damsel 
(RKO) (2d wk). 

Roxy—'Dinner 
(20th) (3). 
(Reviewed in Variery, Nov. 10) 

Strand — ‘Emile Zola’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 


in Distress’ 


at the Ritz’ 











off oke, all things considered. Looks 
like $3,500. Last week netted $5,200, 
great. 

Empire (Spitz) (1,600; 25-35-40)— 
‘Outer Gate’ (Rep) and vaude. N.s.g. 
$5,000 is all that’s in the cards. Last 
week ‘Three Legionnaires’ (Gen) 
trailed the field with tepid $3,900. 
Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Dinner at 
Ritz’ (20th) and. vaude. So-so $5,700 
pace. Last week ‘Behind Mike’ (U) 
and vaude average $6,700. 

Leew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Last Gangster’ (MG) and ‘Love 
Takes Flight’ (GN). Looks like the 
leader, although the slated $11,000 is 
nothing to brag about. Last week 
‘Conquest’ (MG) finished bad at 
$10,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) and 
‘Borrowing Trouble’ (20th). Should 
garner $8,000 easily on strength of 
poor opposish. Last week ‘Love I’m 
After’ (WB) and ‘West of Shanghai’ 
(WB) garnered $7,100, oke. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Hold "Em Navy’ (Par) and ‘Hap- 
pened In Hollywood’ (Col). Set to 
finish with so-so $6,000. Last week 
‘Angel’ (Par) and ‘Youth on Parole’ 
(Rep), $8,100, including midnight 
show. Stronger than usual. 


Cantor Tops Lincoln 
With $3,500; ‘Truth,’ 
H.0., Packs 2G Punch 


Lincoln, Nov. 23. 

After overshooting all estimates 
for the first week with a $2,500 take, 
‘Awful Truth’ looks like a cinch for 
the predicted month. Gross is phe- 
nomenal for the small seating (440) 
and price. ‘Ali Baba’ doing good at 
the Stuart. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kiva (Westland) (440; 10-25-40)— 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (2d week). Aim- 
ing for $2,000, very good. Last week 
exceptional $2,500. 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
‘Devil’s Saddle Legion’ (WB) and 
‘That’s My Story’ (U) split with 
‘Charlie Chan’ (29th) and ‘Over the 
Goal’ (WB). Fairish $800. Last 
week “Tale Two Cities’ (MG) and 
‘Roll Along, Cowboy’ (20th) split 
1100. School Girl’ (Ind), okay 











Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘Back in Circulation’ (WB). Taking 
well with $2,800 sighted. Last week 
el (MG) gathered a very good 


Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 
25-40)—Annapolis Salute’ (RKO) 
and ‘Havana Holiday’ unit on the 
stage split with ‘Madame X’ (MG) 
and ‘Judge Priest’ (20th). Likely to 
measure up to $3,000, very nice. Last 
week ‘40 Naughty Girls’ (RKO) ani 


for Madame’ (RKO) and ‘Dance 
Charlie’ (WB), fair $1,200. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 
‘Ali Baba’ (20:h). Good $3,500 indi- 
cated. Last week ‘Stella Dallas’ 
(UA) went to sleep on $2,500. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15)— 
‘Devil Driving’ (Col) and ‘Arizona 


It, Sailor’ 6¢GN) “and ‘Wallaby Jim’ 
(GNY * Avétagé’ bo9: Last week 
‘Holly wood *Rovndip’ (Col) and 
‘Young Dynhamite’ (Coin) split with 
‘Murder in Grethwith' Village’ (Col) 





and ‘Renfrew’ (GQA8¥, éke $1,100: 


‘Hell Divers’ (MG) split with ‘Music | 


10-25-40 )— | 


Gunfighter’. (Rep) sat with ‘Swing | 


Frisco Serauaed Under P.A‘s Zea 





‘SPECIMEN’ 19G, BKLYN. 


‘Lancer’-‘Breakfast’: Oke $14,000— 
Winter Biz Still Aiding B.O. 








Brooklyn, Nov. 23. 


Zippy weather already beginning 
to get early Christmas shoppers, with 
resultant spurt at majority of de- 
luxers in Boro Hall vicinity. Best 
biz this week at Fabian/s Paramount 
and RKO Albee, former showing 
‘Perfect Specimen’ and ‘Girl Said No,’ 
while latter is baiting with ‘Lancer 
Spy’ and ‘Breakfast for Two.’ 

Paramount initiated weekly bas- 
ketball games on stage with 
sendoff. Fabian’s Strand grooming 
itself for Major Bowes unit Thanks- 
giving Day for one-day stand, plus 
usual double-feature attraction. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) — ‘Lancer 
Spy’ (20th) and “Breakfast for Two’ 
(RKO). Nice $14,000 anticipated. 
Last week ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) : and 
“Westland Case’ (U), splendid $18,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘Night Club 
| Scandal’ (Par) and ‘Criminals of the 
Air’ (Col). May draw fair $10,- 
500. Last week ‘Garrick’ (WB) and 
‘Hold "Em Navy’ (Par) received good 
$12,000. 

Met (2,400; 25-35-55)-— ‘Double 
Wedding’ (MG) and ‘Dark Journey’ 
(UA). So-so $12,000.. Last week 
‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) and ‘West- 
bound Limited’ (U), fair $14,000. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )—‘Per- 
fect Specimen’ (WB) and ‘Girl Said 
No’ (GN). Looks like fine $19,000. 
Last week ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) and 
‘Bride for Henry’ (Mono) got nice 


$15,500. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-55) — ‘Behind 
Prison Bars’ (Ind) and ‘Thunder 
Trail’ (Par). Will get okay $6,000. 


Last week ‘Murder in Greenwich Vil- 
lage’ (Col) and ‘Flash Casey’ (GN) 
okay at $5,000. 


‘Blondes -Vaude 
$70,000, Hub; One 
Spot Cuts Prices 


Boston, Nov. 23. 


Film biz here will add up to mod- 
erate grosses for the current week. 
None of the new product is turning 
in exciting tallies, although ‘Awful 
Truth’ on a dual bill at the Orph and 
State has been held over after near- 
record figures for the opening week. 


Keith Boston, combo house, lowered 
scale this week from 75c. to 55c. top 
as an answer to recent recession in 
business, and paucity of big name 
talent for the stage. Policy will be 
to raise the ante when names are big 
enough to warrant it. Metropolitan, 
agitator last season for the increase 
from 65c. to 75c. top, still holds to 
the.latter scale, but big names have 
been more plentiful at the de luxer 
this season than at the Keith stand. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Blondes are Dangerous’ (U) and 
stage show ‘Folies Comiques.’ Get- 
ting good play toward $20,000. Last 
week ‘Westland Case’ (U) and Sally 
Rand on stage hit $22,000, good. 


Colonial (UA) (1,643; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Hurricane’ (UA), Roadshow 
opened with big splash of publicity 
and exploitation. First week around 
$10,000, fairly good. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-55)-~— 
‘Great Garrick’ (WB) and ‘West of 
Shanghai’ (WB). N.s.h. $6,500. Last 
week ‘Barrier’ (Par’ and ‘Hold ’Em 
Navy’ (Par) $7,400. 

Hub (Grand) (930; 20-30-40)— 
‘Mayerling’ (Pax). Held over after 
good $10,000 initial stanza. Second 
frame pointig at $5,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55) — ‘Live, Love’ (MG) and 
‘Madame X’ (MG). Two rejects by 
Loew circuit will get a medium 
$12 ) here. Last week tepid $12,500 
for ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) and ‘Din- 
ner at Ritz’ (20th). 

M ‘ropolitan (M&P) (4,300: 35-55 
75)—Love I’m After’ (WB) 











Looks sad at $15,500. Last 
very: good $34,000 with ‘Ali Paba’| 
(20th) and stage show featuring 
| Minevitch band, Jane Froman,: and 
Stoopnagle and Budd. | 
| Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-49- 
|55)—Awful Truth’ (Col) (2d week) 
and ‘Murder in Greenwich Villac’ 
| (Col) (st week). Hitting 
| $15,000 pace. Last week 
| Truth’ 


week | 





! 
neppv | 


(Col), smasho $20.300. 

Paramount (M&P) (1.800: 25-35- 
55)—‘Great Garrick’ (WB) and ‘West 
of Shanghai’ (WB). So-so $8,500 lope. 
Last week good’ $10,500 on ‘Ba 
(Par) and ‘Hold ’Em Navy’ (Par). 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-4050)" 


nice | 


att 


and | 
stage show headed by Frank Parker. | 


p ‘Awful | 
(Col) and ‘Game That Kills’ | 


rrier’, | 


Wow $20,000 in 2 Spots, ‘Merry-Go’ 136 


San Francisco, Nov. 23. 

More personal appearances than 
ever in Frisco’s pic hi are cur- 
rently hypoing the b.o. ‘Hurricane’ 
‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ and 
‘Navy Blue and Gold’ nabbed addi- 
tional attention via the p.a. route. 
No less than 10 filmi names com- 
prised this flesh line-up at the three 
houses, 

‘Zenda’ meantime got off to a great 
start at the Embassy and the United 
Artists, Herman Cohen; owner. 
booked the film simultaneously at 
both places, despite the fact that they 
are less than a block apart. Film 
may turn out to be a record breaker 
for the Cohen properties. 

Estimates for This Week 

Embassy (Cohen) (1,512: 35-55-75) 
—Zenda’ (UA). Ordinarily Frisco 
doesn’t go for costume stuff, but this 
melodrama seems to be an excep- 
tion. Picture playing day and daté 
with the Embassy’s sister house, the 
United Artists. Great $8,500 in sight 
here. Last week (3rd) ‘Elephant Boy’ 
(UA) and ‘Dark Journey’ (UA) gar- 
nered strong $4,000. 

Fex (F-WC) (5,000; 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) 
‘Forty-Five Fathers’ (20th). 
complain about $16,000. Last week, 
‘Alcatraz’ (WB) and ‘Portia on 
Trial’ (Rep) did great $19,000. 

Geary (‘(Lurie-Selwyn) (1,200; 50- 
75-$1-$1.50) ‘Hurricane’ (UA) 
(2nd week). Several personal ap- 
pearances of John Hall, leading man, 
very helpful Hall was overshad- 
owed somewhat by presence in town 
of a flock of names from Republic 


35-55-75) 
and 


Can't 


studios. ‘Hurricane’ set for strong 
$8,500 after big first week netting 
$10,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55- 
75)—‘There Goes the Groom’ (RKO) 
and ‘Spices of 1937’ on the siage, 
Stage show has 60 performers in 25 
scenes and features Count Berni 
Vici. Paced at $19,000. Last week, 
‘Fight for Your Lady’ (RKO) and 
vaude got an average $15,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55-75) 
—Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Life Be- 
gins With Love’ (Col) (5th week). 
Run of ‘Awful Truth’ is_ sensa- 
tional. Repeat biz so good that Hal 
Neides decided to change the second 
picture in the hopes of getting more 
of it. Should do healthy $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Man 
Who Cried Wolf’ (U) nabbed sweet 
$10,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75) — ‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ 
(Rep) and ‘Borrowing Trouble’ 
(20th). World premiere of ‘Merry- 
Go-Round’ got off to a zippy start 
Republic got behind the preem and 
sent up a number of its players for 
personal appearances, Included Phil 
Regan, Mr, and Mrs. James Gleason, 
Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Dor- 
othy Page and Barbara Pepper. Will 
finish to good $13,000. Last week, 
‘Conquest’ (MG) (2nd week) and 
‘Love on the Air’ (WB) slowed down 
to $10,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—Ebb Tide’ (Par) and ‘Expensive 
Husbands’ (WB) (2nd week). The 
strength of ‘Ebb Tide’ at Warfield 
last week surprised everyone. So 
over it went to the St. Francis, where 
it will get a neat $6,000. Last week, 
‘Ali Baba’ (20th) and ‘Dangerously 
Yours’ (20th) (3rd week) finished to 
good $5,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75) — ‘Zenda’ (UA). Looks like 
a record smasher, Between the Em- 
bassy and this house ‘Zenda’ will 
do close to $20,000. The United 
Artists will do the better of the 
two theatres, expecting $11,500 as its 
share. Last week, (5th) ‘Dead End’ 
(UA) closed with $5,000 for the final 
stanza. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG) and 
‘Dinner at the Ritz’ (20th). Personal 
appearance of Jamés Stewart_ the 
second day of ‘Navy Blue and Gold 
brought in a lot of femmes. Wariield 
will gross cheerful $15,000 on this 
bill, which is a natural for big g-me 
week, Last week, ‘Ebb Tide’ (Pz2r) 
and ‘Expensive Husbands’ (WB) did 
nifty $19,000. 





Doug in Cary’s Spot 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., has been 
spotted in the top male role of 
RKO's ‘The Joy of Loving’ ‘Irene 
Cunne), 
Studio want.d Cary Grant, but he 
was unavailabk. Fairbanks now is 
working in ‘Having Wonderful Time. 





— ‘Heidi’ (20th) (3rd run) and 
‘Barrier’ (Par) (2nd, run), Okay 
| $8,000. Last week very good $°.600 
on ‘Alectrrz’ (WB) (2nd run) 


‘Zola’ (WB) (3rd run). ‘ 
State (Loew (3,200; 25-35-40-55° 
| ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (2d. wee?:) ane 
| ‘Murder in Greenwich Village’ ‘C« 
| (ist week), Headed for sweet *"' 


Las, weck ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) : id 
|‘Gam- That Kills”, (Col), dowdle, 
whammed in with hig $19,000. Best 


in Many months. 


and 
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Chi Perks a Bit but 


Still No Wow: 


‘Sacred Steady $15,000, ‘Annapolis’ 
$16,000; 2 Yanked Last Midweek 


+ 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 


While business is perking a bit 
currently, general tone of the loop 
boxoffices is still considerably less 
happy than the managers think is 
right. They. are still rocking on 
their heels from last week’s beating, 
which saw the grosses slum» to their 
worst low in months. So low, in 
fact, that pictures were yanked out 
of both the Chicago and Oriental and 
new features rushed in to try to 
stem the toboggan. 

Result of this, midweek switches 
brought ‘Last Gangster’ into the 
Oriental on Wednesday, and the b.o. 
immediately got active. Chicago re- 
placed on Thursday with ‘Second 
Honeymoon,’ which also came to the 
ro-cue there. 

On Saturday (20) ‘Nothing Sacred’ 
ovened at the Roosevelt, got away 
good and looks headed for satisfying 


session to boom it. Getting a femme 
play and dragging in the men. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Barrier’ (Par). Action picture 

etting the men and money take 
Cter than $6,000, okay. Last week 
‘Zola’ (WB) finally scrammed the 
loop with a good $5,000. 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) and 
stage show. On the seven days looks 
for fair enough $28,000. Last week 
‘Love I’m After’ (WB) was weak 
and went out on Thursday to a dis- 
appointing $26,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
— This Way, Please’ (Par).. Needs 
the oxygen squad desperately; didn’t 
even get started, and lucky to get 
$4500, in the basement. Last week 
“Alcatraz’ (WB) bang-up, finishing a 
swell spread to $5,600 for its final 
seven days. 

Oriental (B&K_) (3.200; 35-55-75 )— 
“Last Gangster? (MG) and vaude. 
Rushed in here on Wednesday (17) 
when ‘Live, Love’ (MG) dived 
brutally. Business cfrculating again 
and on its eight-day ride is going to 
garner fat kopeks to highly satisfac- 
tory $28,000. ‘Live, Love’ (MG) 
really emptied this emporium and 
turned in less than $14,000 on its 
six-day, stay before it was pulled. 

Palare (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Garrick’ (WB) and vaude. Fill-in 
session, with the house waiting for 
‘Damsel’ (RKO) due in Thanksgiv- 
ing Day. For the six-day stay will 
be satisfied with its so-so $14,000. 
Last week ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) 
fair enough with $17,700. 

_Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
73)—‘Sacred’ (UA). Opened Satur- 
day (20) and will do better than 
$15,000, nice. Last week ‘Ali Baba’ 
(20th) (3d week) came through with 
oke $7,800 for its getaway. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—‘Annapolis Salute’ (Par) and 
vaude. Honey house of the loop, 
with business on the power side. 
Currently again mighty with better 
than $16,000 in prospect, Last week 
Bad Guy’ (MG) turned in a sock- 
eroo $18,206. 

_United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35 - 55 - 65-75) — ‘Double Wedding’ 
(UA). Winding up this week, with 
Conquest’ (MG) in on Thursday 
(25), Sliding currently on holdover 
to $10,500, following smash $22,000. 


‘BREAKFAST’-‘SYN’ TOP 
PORTLAND WITH $5,500 


; Portland, Ore., Nov. 23. 
..burs’s biz going to ‘Ali Baba’ and 
Firefly.’ with practically all other 
Pix getting what’s left. Paramount 
held ‘Ali Baba’ for a second good 
week, and ‘Firefly’ stays a third at 
Parker's UA. 

‘Aleatraz’ good enough at the 
Broadway. Orpheum had to yank 
Angel’ as a five-day dud. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) 
— ‘Alcatraz’ (WB) and ‘Girl With 
Ideas’ (U), Brought fair $4,000 in 
five days, Last week ‘Stand In’ (UA) 
and ‘Lady Fights Back’ (U) held up 
well for okay $5,500. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500: %0-55)—'Only Live Once’ (UA) 
and Fizht for Lady’ (RKO). Keepinz 
this ouiet snot up to par at good 
oo $2.500. Last week ‘Fit for a 
Ning (RKO) and ‘Saturday’s 








Heroes’ (RKO) did nicely at $2,800. 
coornheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
ann 30-55)—Breakfast for Two’ 
RKO) and ‘Doctor Syn’ (GB). Reg- | 








istered well and good at $5,500. Last 
week ‘Angel’ (Par) and ‘Music for 
Madame’ (RKO) flopped badly and 
yanked after five days. Weak 
$4,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-55)—‘Ali Baba’ (20th) and 
‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO). Second 
week and piling up good biz at $5,- 
000. First week -with little opposition 
ran up a great score with $8,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
55)—‘Firefly’ (MG). Third week in 
line for good $4,000. Second week 
was $5,000. First week answered to 
big advance exploitation campaign 
for great $7,600. 


TED LEWIS’ NEW 
PITT MARK, 326, 
WITH ‘L-L-D 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 

Only last week Fred Waring set a 
new mark for band shows and now 
Ted Lewis threatens to hang up an- 
other one. He will, too, at present 
pace, for he’s only a few hundred 
bucks behind Waring now, and has 
Thanksgiving Day coming yet at 
holiday prices. 

Elsewhere, however, trade is plenty 
off. ‘Firefly’ isn’t doing nearly as 
well as expected at Penn; Fulton’s 
second week of ‘Merry-Go-Round of 
1938’ is just fair and Alvin and War- 








ner duals of ‘Chan on Broadway’ and 


‘Gangway’ and ‘Drummond Comes 

Back’ and ‘On Again—Off Again,’ 

respectively, are pretty dreary. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th) and 
‘Gangway’ (GB). Good thing house 
had its regular two bank nite days 
on Thur. and Fri. or this brace 
wouldn’t have even made a slight 
dent. Possibly around $5,200, most 
of it at the beginning, in six days, 
going out day ahead of schedule to 
let ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) get under 
way Wednesday (24). Last week ‘Ali 
Baba’ (20th) fell ’way off after 
splendid start and $10,500, particu- 
larly in view of slackening pace near 
close, wasn’t figured enough to mean 
a second week. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) (2d week) 
Just fair, but even at that better than 
a lot of pix have been doing at this 
site lately; $3.500 or slightly better 
Last week strong, around $6,500. 


Fenn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Firefly’ (MG). Second of Metro’s 
biggies in a row to take it on the 
chin here. Cricks weren’t very kind 
to MacDonald operetta, and might 
with some luck get $14,000. But that’s 
no kind of biz from a flicker with 
such high expectations. Both this and 
‘Conquest’ (MG) last week were 
originally figured cinches for h.o. 
but neither developed. Garbo-Boyer 
one of season’s major disappoint- 
ments, barely $12,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-40-60)— 
‘Live. Love, Learn’ (MG) and Ted 
Lewis. This town has always been 
a pushover for Lewis, but never any- 
thing like at present. Only last week 
‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) and Fred 
Waring gave this site a new record 
for band shows: doing just short of 
$30000. and looks now like Lewis 
will top even that. Yesterday (22) 
he was only a few hundred dollars 
behind Waring and, if he stays close 
until Thursday. holiday prices and 
five shows should mean at least $7.- 
500. That would vive house a $32.- 
000 week and a stiff mark to shoot at 
in the future. 

Warner (WB) (2.000: %5-40)— 
‘Drummond Comes Back’ (Par) and 
‘On Again—Off Avain’ (RKO) 
Drummond’s name has avnarentiv 
Yost its magic, and Wheeler-Woolsev 
never hove meant snvthine. so it’s 
iust onother one of those weeks for 
the Warner. Will have to be satis- 
fied with $4,000 or even less. Last 
week ‘Women Men Marrv’ (MG) and 
Manre, Charli*. Dance’ (FN). fair at 
$4,750 in six days. 
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Bingo Biz on a Big Upswing 
in Various Parts of the 
Country — Elsewhere It’s 
Been Kayoed by Legisla- 
tion 


TOUGH OPPOSISH 





Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 23. 


Exhibitors locally are carefully 
watching grosses as bingo sweeps 
into its biggest and most fantastic 
season here. With competing lodges, 
clubs and churches offering prizes 
ranging all the way from $5 bills to 
all expense cruises to Bermuda, the 
draw exceeds seating capacity in 
several of the bigger games. 

Biggest of the 16 games running 
in this city of some 75,000 are those 
operated by the Moose and the 
American Legion. In both cases busi- 
ness has far exceeded anticipation 
and regular floors are no longer ade- 
quate. Both games are being cpe- 


L’ ville Gives New Pix 
The Go-By; Dunne H. 0. 
$2,700, Sex Pic $3,200 


Louisville, Nov. 23. 

Biz recession, a sudden drop in 
temperature, and a lineup of pics 
whose b.o. potentialities are at a 
generally low level, all combine to 
make the current week one of low 
grosses. Loew’s State and the Rialto 
both opened with new pics on Fri- 
day (19, in order to cue in for 
Thanksgiving Day, while the Brown. 
Strand and Mary Anderson stuck to 
their usual Friday start. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1,- 
500; 15-30-40)—‘Awful Truth’ (Col) 
and ‘Bad Guy’ (MG) (2d week). Held 
over to Thanksgiving Day. and giv- 
ing a good account of itself during a 
generally dull week. Oke $2,700. 
Last weck, fine $3,700. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900: 15-25)— 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB) and ‘Wild and 
Woolly’ (20th). Average $2,300 in 
prospect. Last week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) 
and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th). light $2.100. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-30-40)— 
‘Conquest’ (MG). Something was 
expected of this nic. but general 
slump which hit all first runs put a 
crimp in this one. too. Patrons made 
uv mostly of oldsters, and vounger 
element siving it the go-by. May get 
fairish $5,200. Last week ‘Stand-In’ 
(UA) counled with ‘Dark Tourney’ 
(UA), slightly better at $5,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1 000: 15- 
30-40) —‘Love I’m After’ (WB). Nice 
reviews. but biz not keening pace. 
Looks like so-so $3,100. Last week 
‘Alentraz’ (WB) mopped up fine 
$4.000. 

National (Indie) (2.400- 15-95-4N)— 
‘Forbidden’ (Underwood). Sex film 
stretched to forth week. which 
should about milk the town. May 
wind uv with arourd £3.290. okay 
Last wee'= some pie Aendv $5,NAN, 

Ohio (Settos) (900° 15)—‘“Three 
Smort Girls’ (17) and ‘Roul4or Dam’ 
(WR), snlit with ‘Car 9V (Par) ond 
‘We're Not Dressin’” (Par). Okav 
$1500. JTrct week “Flving Hostecc’ 
TN) pnd ‘Shorchei? (Pew) enlit wit 
Criminel T,.urver’ (PIT) ard 
‘When's Your Birthday’ (RKO), pale 
$1 1, 

Rialta (Fourth Ave.) (7 901 15-79- 
AV Marry Co Rownd’ (7) and ‘Cir! 
With Tdecs’ (11), Sharing in eonere} 
hiz, slumn, and rot exnectine better 
than pvyercvea SE5ON, Tort 
‘Second Honermoor’ (th) and 
Moancarnyclyv Vours’ (Oth). an 
-trentth of Tyrone Power-Trett 
Vorrst cambhn. ond added nm] shown 
hy Martorie Weewar, Ineo) wrodigy 
ramnad haw with hia G1n nny. 

Steend (Tayrth Ave.) (1 tO 15- 
BN_LANY EMI Accame an Rreraoedwew' 

Daey with Wanttand Caen’? (TT) 


Waremar nie aivan hanuw awninitetian 








want 


Tweet paculte not Eqnthan sine, and vert VT 
An wall ta title £99045 weak, T act 
weal ‘Wt far Wins (PTO) and ‘Sot. 
typdew's PHarane’ (PEO) panaicrad tre. 
mendois hein hw friscian of 9 Fox and 





Dar chart an *Bie Annta’ which com- 
bined to, pull fine $4,800. .. > 


CUTTING INTO PIA 
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BINGO BANGING THE B.0.’S 





‘Ebb Tide’ and, in person, the Bunny 
Berigan orchestra, plus. Frances 
Langford. And most of the others 
could use a drink, too, judging by 
what they are doing. 

Suffering from pre-Thanksgiving 
jitters, the managers are trying to 
figure out what’s wrong, unless it’s 
wi@ pic.urcs, waich is quilie possi- 
| ble. Weather over the weekend, 
with rain Saturday and sudden 
cold, plus some snow, on Sunday 
was not exacily what the doctor or- 
dered, ivor was Mondays cold any 
neip either, with business off sharply 
that day. However, wiile the Par 
was atiected Monday, over the 
weekend it enjoyed te:rific business, 

fe Sattdoul yuu,ved alT5St Ween al 
‘Ebb Tide’ and the Par’s stage show 
is the best for this house since 
Labor Day week when _ scoring 
$61,000. Miss Langford is credited 
with materially aiding the business, 
but with ‘Ebb Tide’ doing fine in 
spots where already opened, pic- 
ture’s draught is not being under- 
estimated. ’ 

‘Stand-In’ looks to its peers this 
week on ability to show no more 
than about $75,000, disappointing, 
at the Music Hall, while ‘Live, Love 
and Learn’ is taking a back seat 
at no more than a paltry $16,000 at 
the Capitol. 

‘Hurricane,’ two-bucker at the 
Astor, is off on its second week 
ending last night (Tues.) to $14,- 
500, but okay at this figure. The 
first full seven days tallied $16,000. 
Picture should snap back over 
Thanksgiving but after that runs 
into the probable troubled waters 
through the Xmas-shopping period. 

The saddest story of all is ‘52nd 
Street,’ dipping to around $15,000 


DUNNE DUO 9146 
INDPLS. BIZ NSG 


‘ 
Indianapolis, Nov. 23. 

First onslaught of severe cold 
weather sent the box office figures 
downward this week. ‘Awful Truth’ 
at Loew’s on a dual is the only pro- 
duct to withstand the weather man’s 
opposition with any degree of suc- 
cess. ‘Love I’m After’ and vaude at 
the Lyric also getting py, but noth- 
ing else is making the grade. 

Most of the downtown spots will 
open with new programs Thanks- 
giving Day (25) to try for added 
coin. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (Katz-Dolle) (1,000; 25-40) 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) and ‘45 
Fathers’ (20th). Bill moved over 
from the Indiana for an extra week's 
run. Take is just in black at $3,000. 
Last week ‘Uncivilized’ (Ind) and 
‘She Asked for It’ (Par), very bad 








$1,800. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-40) 
—‘Blossoms on Broadway’ (Par) and 
‘Over the Goal’ (WB). Weak at 
$3,500. Last week ‘Barrier’ (Par) 
and ‘Night Club Scandal’ (Par) net- 
ted mediocre $4,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25- 
40 )\—‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) and ‘Girl 
With Ideas’ (U). Won’t get more 
than a poor $3,600 in the six skedded 
days. Last week ‘Second Honey- 
moon’ (20th) and ‘45 Fathers’ (20th) 
did strong $8,500 in eight days. 

Keith’s (Kane) (1,300; 15-25)— 
‘Thanks for Listening’ (Conn) and 
Lasky’s ‘French Revue’ on stage. Re- 
sults are minor at $2,800, which is in 
the red. Last week ‘Wallaby Jim’ 
(GN) and Barney Rapp band on 
stage was not a great deal better at 
$3,100. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Between 
Two Women’ (MG). Former getting 
rave reviews and plenty of favorable 
comment. Very good pace indicat- 
ing $9,500. Last week ‘Conquest’ 
(MG) with ‘It’s All Yours’ (Col) was 
a sharp disappointment at $4,500. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Love I'm After’ (WB) and vaude. 
Not up to expectations at $7,500, 
barely average. Last week ‘Alcatraz” 
(WB) and ‘Hollywood Bandwagon’ 
stage revue good, at $9,100, : 





, 


The drinks are on the Paramount ; 
| this week with its home run show of | 





Bway Off, Ebbtide -Langford Alone 
Big, $53,000; ‘Stand-In’ Falls Of, 
$75,000, Cav Brutal 166; Cold Snap 


on its first week endine Friday 
night (19), and on its final four 
days the brutal truth will be about 
$5,500. Riv brings in ‘Damsel in 
Distress’ this morning (Wed.). A 
suroriser is ‘Dr. Syn’ at the Globe, 
with picture running close to hold- 
aver at about $7.000 to what it did 
the first seven davs. $9.000. On the 
two weeks thus the Arliss picture 
docs pretty well, 

The State tapers off this week to 
about $25.000 with ‘High. Wide and 
Handsome,’ plus N.T.G. and his girl 
show but pretty good. This com- 
pares with around $29,000 the prior 
week with ‘Lost Horizon’ and Dave 
Apollon, 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘Hurricane’ (Goldwyn-UA) (3d 
week). Oke on the second week end- 
ing last night (Tues.) at $14,500. The 
weekend was capaciiy and nights are 
good but mats off. The first week was 
$16,000, very good. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Live, Love and Learn’ (MG), Looks 
a sour $16,000 at tops. Last week, 
second for ‘Conquest’ (MG), the 
Garbo-Boyer fans ran for cover, un- 
der $26,000, after a first week’s nice 
$48,000. 

Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55) — 
‘The Outer Gate’ (Mono) and ‘Old 
Wyoming Trail’ (Col), both Ist 
run, dualed. Not a pair of aces, but 
may luck out at around $5,500. Prior 
week ‘Blazing Barriers’ (Mono) and 
‘$1,000,000 Racket’ (Trio) (both Ist 
run), close to $5,000. 

Criterion (1.662: 25-40-55)—‘Fight 
for Your Lady’ (RKO), A little bet- 
ter than the average here during the 
past year, but at $8,000 still disap- 
pointing. Last week ‘Night Club 
Scandal’ (Par), close to $5,000, poor. 

Globe (1.274; 25-40-55-65)—‘Dr. 
Syn’ (GB) (2d week). Drawing com- 
paratively better on holdover at $7,- 
000 than on initial lap, when scoring 
$9,000. On two weeks thus a fairly 
good profit. 

Palace (1,700: 25-35-55)—‘Perfect 
Specimen’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) (1st run) 
coupled. Business averaze off to 
about $9.000, but okay at this ficure. 
Dual bill in ahead, ‘Stage Door’ 
(RKO) (2d run) and ‘T.ove Is on 
Air’ (WB) (1st run), $10,000. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) and. in pit, Bunny 
Berigan band, plus Frances T.ane- 
ford. Crashin’ through with flying 
hoofs for $53,000 first week, tremen- 
dous, and naturally holds. This is 
best business since ‘Double or Noth- 
ing’ (Par) and the Shen Fields’ band 
Labor Day week. at $61,900. Last 
week, its second, ‘Anczel’ (Par), with 
Tommy Dorsey, $27,500, disappoint- 
in’. but profit. 

Padio Citv Music Hall (#980: 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65 )—‘Stand-In’ (TTA) end 
stove show. A better showin” thon 
$75.000 or bit more. aided hy Thanks- 
ceiving eve tonisht (Wed) on finel 
day was exp2cted, but gets hv at 
this fivure, Tast week. serond for 
‘Awrul Truth’ (Col), $87,000, very 
gord, 

Rialte (750; 95-40-55\—"Dencver Pr. 
trol’ (RKO). Only $6000 or a shade 
over, poorest this fall. Last week, 
‘Murder on Diamond Row’ (UA) got 
$7.500, fairly good. 

Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-99 )—‘52d 
Street’ (UA) (2d week). A knife in 
the back, this one on its final four 
days will be only about $5.500. On 
first week, ending Fridav night (19), 
it faltered badly, ending uv at 
around $15,000. ‘Damsel in Distress’ 
(RKO) onens today (Wed.). 

Roxy (5,836: 25-45-55-75 )—‘Second 
Honeymoon’ (20th) and stave show 
(2d week). None too strong the first 
week at $42,500, thoush an okay 
vrofit, on the current (2d) cha>ter, 
still not hot and out after six days 
at $32000. ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) is 
brought in tomorrow (Thurs.), but 
only because it’s Thankseivine and 
fitures to give this new one a better 
start. 

Strand (2,767: 25-55-75)—‘It’s Love 
Vm After’ (WB) (2d-final week). 
One of the best comedies of the 
year. this one deserved better than 
a $20,000 second week ending last 
nicht (Tues.). especially after a sock 
$26.000 the first sever davs. ‘Zola’ 
(WB). $2-e4 at the Hollywood, moves 
in taany iWed,), 

State (3.450: 35-55-75) — ‘Hich 
Wide’ (Par) (9d run) ard N.TG.- 
Revue. Off this weet. »t nod 
enough at nossible $°5 909. Last 
week ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (94 run) 
and Dave Apollon held strongly to 
$29,000. ‘ ' 
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Philly Feels Like "32: Fight; 
Vaude 216 Only Bright Spot 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 
Bo.’s are approaching the deepest 
days of the late depresh here. Only 
glee is the consistently profitable 
Earle, with its fiesh. Things look 
nice here with ‘Fight for Your Lady’ 


and Jane Froman and Borah Min- 
evitch on the boards. 

Bright spot on the horizon is com- 
ing week-end with Penn-Cornell 
game Thursday, and Army-Navy 
Saturday, skedded to bring mobs into 
town. All houses figuring to cash in 
heavily, and Warner circuit tossing 
its best bait. 

Two-a-day ‘Hurricane’ at the Lc- 
cust continues to step along at a 
neat pace. and is undoubtedly 
siphoning off trade from other 
houses. It clicked with neat $13,000 
for its opening session and looks 
good for about $12,000 second week. 
Thanksgiving has already given this 
a shove with advance seat sales. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,200; 40-55-75)-—— 
‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO). Sad af- 
fair with only $8,600 in sight. Last 
week ‘Great Garrick’ (WB) got it- 
self talked and written about con- 
siderably, but still no go with $9,- | 
250. ‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA) in 
Thanksgiving day. 

Arcadia ‘(Segall-Sablosky) 
35-40-50) —‘Make a Wish’ 'RKO). 
Opened yesterday (Monday). This 
indie in terrific squeeze for product, 
and shuttling ‘em in and out. ‘High, 
Wide’ (Par) did punk $600 in three | 
days last week. Before that ‘Madame 
X’ (MG) a little better with $1,100 
for five days. 


Beyd (WB) (2,400; 40-55-65)— 
‘Live, Love’ (MG). Like the rest of 
the town, blooey at $14,200. ‘Con- 
quest’ (MG) after fair opening 
stanza, slid off to very mild $11,500 
for second session. ‘Love I'm After’ 
Save is the Thanksgiving offering 
ere. 


Earle (WB) (3,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Fight for Your Lady’ (RKO) with 
Jane Froman and Borah Minevitch 
on stage. Spinning to a highly 
profitable $21, Last week ‘Music 
for Madame’ (RKO) with Mary Dees 
and Ben Blue on stage, disappoint- 
ing, but oke at $18,700. 

Fox (WB) (2,300; 40-55-65 )—‘Sec- 
ond Honeymoon’ (20th). House just 
can’t seem to get out of the dol- 
drums. Below par at $14,700, Last 
week ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) even 
more of a tear-jerker with $12,400 
for eight days. Was held the extra 


(600; | 





session so ‘West of Shanghai’ (WB) 
could come in for opening on 
Thanksgiving day. 


Karliton (WB) (1,100; 40-50)—‘Dr. 
Syn’ (GB). Unusual for this house 
to get a first-run, but no great 
shakes at $4,500. Last week ‘Stage 
Door’ (RKO) (2d run) did nicely 
with $4,700. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,400; 40-50)—‘Ali 
Baba’ (20th) (2d run). House way 
down under at $4,100. ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col) right down to groove last 
week, getting nifty $6,900 for the 
second week of a second run. 

Locust (Reisman-Hodes) (1,600; 
57-86-$1.14-$1.71)—Hurricane’ (UA). 
Two-a-dayer very bright with $12,- 
000 in the bag for the second week. 
Opening session knocked off $13,000, 
snappy. . 

Stanley (WB) (3,000; 40-55-65)— 
eg (MG) (2d week). Punkaroo 
$11,900. Fairly good opening stanza 
registered $19,200. 

Stanton (WB) (1,700; 30-40-50)— 
‘Barrier’ (Par). Much interest in this 
well-known story, but brutal notices 
knocking it in the head. Slated for 
low $4,800. Last week ‘Alcatraz’ 
(WB) was very pleasing for a h.o. at 
$4,700, following nifty first week. 


‘NAVY BLUE’ DUAL OK 
$8,100 IN CHILLY OMAHA 


Omaha, Nov. 23. 

Old man weather gave theatre biz 
a sock cn the chin with January cold 
snap, which hit end of last week and 
shows no signs of letting up. Cus- 
tomers aren’t used to it this early 
and won't get outside now, although 
a spell like this in January will be 
considered pleasant atmosphere. 

Big Apple midnight dance contest 
at Orvheum still strong in its eighth 
straight week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250: 10- 
25-35-40) — ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and 
‘Trapped by G-Men’ (Col) (2nd wk.). 
Holdover period better than many 
first run weeks at $5,000. Last week 
same bill set new record for duals 
at $8.000. which means virtual capa- 
city in this seat-limited house. Ex- 
ceeded all expectations. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 10-25-40) — 
‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG) and 
‘Bulidog Drummond Comes Back’ 
(Par). Looks for $8,100, not excep- 











Asked for It’ (Par) opened to aver- 
age biz but couldn’t hold the pace. 
Back number at $6,750. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976: 10-25-40) 
—This Way Please’ (Par) and ‘Dan- 
ger, Love at Work’ (20th). Lightest 
marquee draft here in weeks. Fig- 
ured around $7,250, which was 
helped considerably by Big Apple 
midnight show Saturday (8th wk.), 


Wednesday, November 24, 1937 








Buffalo Grosses Okay; 
‘Gangster’ Big at $13,000 


Buffalo, Nov. 23. 

Local box offices appear to be 
holding their own nicely for the 
current week. ‘Truth’ dual in its 
third week at the Lafayette con- 
tinues to be the local wonder, with 
at least 175,000 paid admissions 
clocked for the three week engage- 
ment, 

Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 35-40-60)— 





‘Damsel in Distress’ (RKO). Not 
very forte at indicated $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th), 


about a: expected with fair $10,500. 





Last week, ‘Live, Love’ (MG) and} 
‘Women Men Marry’ (MG), averaged | 


$7,500 with aid of Saturday midnight | 
|\okay at around $7,500. 


Big Apple contest. 


‘NAVY’-WARING 
HIT BLAH D.C. 
FOR $32,000 


Washington, Nov. 23, 
Over-all slump still on, but Capi- 


| tol, with ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ and 


Waring’s Pennsylvanians is cele- 
brating a return to the good old days 
with biggest biz since ‘Saratoga.’ 
This competish is reacting unfavor- 
ably on other spots, however. 

All straight pic spots planning on 
opening best celluloid they've been 
able to scrape up on Thanksgiving 
Day (25) and at least two admittedly 
tossed in lightweights this week to 
hold off good stuff. 

Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 35-66)— 
‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG) and 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians on stage. 
Plenty bally on pic, Annapolis scenes 
having been filmed only 30 miles 
away, while Waring is always big 
here, Headed for town’s heftiest 
gross in months with estimated sock 
$32,000. Last week ‘Stand-In’ (UA) 
light $15,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Zenda’ (UA) (2d run). Back on 
mainstem after two weeks at Palace, 
and looking toward good $5,000. Last 


week ‘Heidi’ (20th) (2d run) oke 
$4,300 
Earle (WB) (2,244; 35-66)—‘Love 


I'm After’ (WB) and vaude headed 
by Harriet Hoctor. should see satis- 
factory $16,000. Last week ‘Garrick’ 
(WB) and Ted Lewis unit thin 
$14,500, 


| 





Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Dinner at Ritz’ (20th). Dying with 
brutal $3,500. Last week ‘Merry- 
Go-Round’ (U) tiptoed to fair $6,000. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘Back in 
Circulation’ (WB). Should get pass- 
able $4,500 for six days. Last week 
‘Truth’ (Col) (2d run) took big $5,800 
for fourth downtown, week. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-55)— 
‘Conquest’ (MG) (2d week). Looking 
toward mer $9,500. Last week aver- 
age $17,000. 


N. Y. Boothmen Insist 
On 107, Wage Tilts 


Operators in New York are hold- 
ing out for 10% increases this year 
from the de luxe theatres, same as 
agreed upon about six weeks ago by 
all other houses in the Greater New 
York area, despite the fact that the 
deluxers were not given a cut during 
bad times. 

Demands of the operators may 
lead to the first test of the arbitra- 
tion clause in the seven-year con- 
tract signed a year ago under which 
all New York theatres agreed to 
recognize Moving Picture Machine 
Operators, Local 306. This clause 
has not been invoked so far in deal- 
ings between theatres and boothmen. 











DRAWING WIDELY 


Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 23. 


The four High Point theatres are 
doing a nice Sunday business at the 
expense of several large cities in a 
radius of 75 miles that are ‘blue’ 
with reference to Sunday pix. 

These four houses, all operated by 
North Carolina Theatres, Inc., adver- 
tise regularly in the Sunday morn- 
ing newspapers at Winston-Salem, 
Greensboro, Salisbury, and other 
points, announcing the Sunday 
schedule. 





Ohio OK’s ‘Ecstasy’ 
Columbus, Nov. 23. 
Finally approved by Ohio censor 





tional, but very satisfactory. Last 
week ‘Conquest’ (MG) and ‘She; 


board, ‘Ecstasy’ is in Columbus Audi- 
torium for eight-day run. 


Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Fit for a King’ (RKO) and ‘Sophie 
Lang’ (Par). Off a notch, but still 
Last week, 
‘Madame X’ (MG) and ‘Annapolis 
Salute’ (RKO), held up for good $8,- 
000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 35-50) 
—‘Last Gangster’ (MG). Spark of 
life strong in the gang cycle here, 
and this should go to smash $13,000 
or better. Last week, ‘Firefly’ (MG), 
no excitement.in nine days at $13,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 30-50)—‘Stage 
Door’ (RKO) (2d run). Brought 
back for five days: and set for 
medium $5,000. Last week ‘52nd 
Street’? (UA) and ‘Torchy Blane’ 
(WB) neat $8,800. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,600; 25-35)— 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (3d week) and 
‘Mile from Heaven’ (20th). Still 
moving to fast gate. Indications for 
around $12,000. Three weeks’ busi- 
ness will total $45,000. Last week 
the box office was gasping when 
gross amounted to only a thousand 
less than first week at $16,000. 


TRUTH, 319,00, 
DENVER SMASH 


Denver. Nov. 23. 

‘Awful Truth’ is a sockeroo, keep- 
ing the Denver packed all day Sun- 
day and tallying holdouts on other 
days. ‘Ali Baba’ is turning in a good 
second week meantime at the Alad- 
din on a move-over. ‘Zola’ continues 
to register well. 

‘Victoria’ let the Orpheum down 
and was jerked after five days. House 
did mild biz on it, but not enough 
customers could be coaxed inside to 
warrant hanging on. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)—‘Ali 
Baba’ (20th). After a week at the 
Denver fine at $4,500. Last week 
‘Zola’ (WB) did a nice $3,000, and 
went to the Broadway. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Zola’ (WB) after a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin. Registering 
good $3,000 here. Last week ‘Dr. 
Syn’ (GB) was nice at $2,500, after a 
week at the Aladdin. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Blossoms on Broadway’ (Par). 
Shooting for fair $5,500. Last week 
‘Barrier’ (Par) was par at $5,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col). Packing a 
knockout wallop for $19,500. t 
week ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) was good 
enough at $10,500 to be moved to the 
Aladdin. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Victoria’ (RKO) and ‘Fight for 
Your Lady’ (RKO). Mild $4,600 pace 
in five days. Last week ‘Double 
Wedding’ (MG) (2d week) and ‘An- 
napolis Salute’ (RKO) were fair at 
$5,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Great Garrick’ (WB) and ‘Counsel 
for ‘Crime’ (Col). Good $4,000. Last 
week ‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) and 
‘Over the Goal’ (WB) were good 
enough at $3,500. ‘Back in Circula- 
tion’ was moved to the Rialto with 
another film for a second week. 

Rialto (Fox) (900; 25-40)—‘Back in 
Circulation’ (WB) after a week at the 
Paramount, and ‘Behind the Mike’ 
(U). Looks fair at $1.500. Last week 
‘Heidi’ (20th) in its fourth week at 
first runs, and ‘That's My Story’ (U) 
did nicely at $2,000. 


Dunne Dual Nabbing 
Slick $12,000 in K. C.; 














Kansas City, Nov. 23. 

Houses holding punches for 
Thanksgiving Day openings, and not 
'much to-do this week. Program- 
|mers, however, are finding things 
okay. ‘Awful Truth’ at the Midland 
| topping. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (2,200: 25-40)—‘Danger, Love 
at Work’ (20th) and vaude. Moving 
to an okay $10,000. Last week 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ (U) and vaude 
faded to poor $7,000. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) and ‘There Goes 
Groom’ (RKO), Lacks marquee 
strength, and not doing so well at 
$8.500. Last week ‘Love I’m After’ 
(WB) and “Hold “Em Navy’ (Par) 
didn’t even rate the usual shift to the 
Newman, $7,500, floppo. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 











Cold, Biz Letdown 


Hit Mpls, But 


Truth’ 146, Syn! Oke, ‘Angel Bad 





‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Dark Jour- 
ney’ (MG). Smooth enough at $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Conquest’ (MG) 
held its pace, but gathered no mo- 
mentum, $12,000. 
Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Barrier’ (Par) and ‘Adventurous 
Blonde’ (WB). Meaning nothing, 
$4,500, poor. Last week ‘Specimen’ 
(WB) and ‘Alcatraz’ (WB) (2d run) 
bad $4,000. 
Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)—‘Ali 
Baba’ (20th) and ‘Westland Case’ 
(U) (2d week). Wig-wagging suffi- 
cient strength to try and make it 
out the short week to Turkey Day, 
$3,500. Last week nice $4,500. 


2D HONEYMOON’ 
136, ‘NAVY’ 846 
IN CINCY 





Cincinnati, Nov. 23. 

Of the bigger houses, all but 
one are hitting above-par marks cur- 
rently. Keith’s is setting its season 
tops with: an $8,500 pull on ‘Navy 
Blue.’ Ace tugger is ‘Second Honey- 
moon, with Cincy’s own Tyrone 
Power, which is fetching $13,000 on 
an eight-day stay. Lyric is ticketed 
for $4,500 on ‘This Way, Please.’ 
Lone disappointer among fresh re- 
leases is ‘Breakfast for Two,’ slated 
for $5,000 in six days at the Palace. 
It’s a record season low for the house 
and comes on the heels of the town’s 
record tops for the season at $19,000 
on ‘Awful Truth.’ Latter pic is doing 
a smash $8,000 in the second week, 
for which it has been transferred to 
the Capitol. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Sec- 
ond Honeymoon’ (20th). Nice $13,000 
in eight days. Last week ‘Live, 
Love’ (MG), five days, $6,500, very 


poor. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col). Transferred 
from Palace for second week. Smash 
$8,000. Last week ‘Perfect Specimen’ 
(WB) (2d week), $4,200, fairly good. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—‘Idol 
of the Crowd’ (U), ‘Bad Guy’ (MG), 
‘Renfrew of the Mounted’ (GN), 
singly. Good $2,600. Last week 
‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO),. ‘Counsel 
for Crime’ (Col), and ‘Dangerously 
Yours’ (20th), separate, $2,400, fair. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘Per- 
fect Specimen’ (WB). Third down- 
town week, and fair at $2,500. Last 
week ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) (3d week), 
$3,000, swell. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (MG). Sensa- 
tional $8,500, theatre’s best mark of 
the season. Last week ‘Stand-In’ 
(UA), fell off in last half for a dis- 
appointing $4,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—'This 
Way Please’ (Par). Fairly good, 
$4,500. Last week ‘Fight for Your 
Lady’ (RKO), $3,000. poor. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO). Six days 
of starvation diet at $5,000, theatre’s 
cellar mark for the season. Last 
week ‘Awful Truth’ (Col), $19,000, 
town’s record for the season. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 35-42)— 
‘Firefly’ (MG) (2d week). Okay, 
$6,500. Last week $10,500, very good. 





Sitdownitis in Detroit: 
‘Ebb Tide’-Little, 28G, OK 


Detroit, Nov. 23. 

Scare over revival of sitdownitis 
in Detroit auto plants, plus some op- 
position to upped admish prices, is 
pinching b.o, here. Thanksgiving 
holiday figures to help currently, 
however. 

Labor disputes in past week have 


thrown about 15,000 auto workers out 
of jobs in nearby Pontiac, and repe- 


| tition of last spring’s complete tieup 


‘Love’-Vaude Okay 106: 


is feared here. Coupied with gen- 
eral biz recession, situash isn’t very 
cheerful, result being considerable 
retrenchment in entertainment bud- 
gets of natives. 

‘Ebb Tide,’ plus Little Jack L'ttle’s 
band on stage, looks like town’s top- 
per at the Michigan, far outdistanc- 
ing others at $28,000. 


Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-50) 
—Ali Baba’ (20th) (re-run) and 
‘Trouble at Midnight’ (Col), dual. 
Cantor opus moved here from Fox 
and figures to get normal $5,700. 
Last week about $5,500 on ‘Life Be- 


gins’ (20th) (re-run) plus ‘Behind 
i Mike’ (U). 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 40-50-75) — 
‘Second Honeymoon’ (20th) with 


Walter C. Kelly topping vaude. Off 
slowly but should get okay $20,000 
with extra holiday. Last week 





around $25,000, nice, on ‘Alj Baba’ 


Minneapolis, Nov. 23. 
Business here is very much on the 
fritz again, and they’re crying bloody 
murder, Cold weather, making people 
shell out for fuel, is an unfavorable 
factor. Outstanding pictures are not 
getting anywhere nearly the play 


they’d undoubtedly receive under 
normal circumstances’ excepting 
‘Awful Truth’ which is sOaring to 


possible $14,000. 


At that, however, ‘Firefly’ moved 
over from the Minnesota to the State 
for seven more days downtown. ‘100 
Men and a Girl’ wound up six profit- 
able weeks at the World. 


Weekend brought influx of tran- 
sients for the Minnesota-Wisconsin 
football game, but even this didnt 
seem to help biz so much. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Publix-Singer) (900: 15-25) 
—‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) (2d run) 
svlit with dual first runs last three 
days ‘Love on the Air’ (WB) and 
‘Thunder Trail’ (Par). Mild $800 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Certain 
Woman’ (WB) (2d run) split with 
dual first runs last four days ‘An- 
napolis Salute’ (RKO) and ‘Men in 
Exile’ (WB) light $750. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600: 25- 
35-40)—‘Angel’ (Par). Heavy adver- 
tising campaign for this one, but 
Dietrich will do well to reach sad 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Madame X’ 
(MG), five days, and ‘This Way 
Please’ (Par), $2,100, bad. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55) — ‘Awful Truth’ (Col). 
Raves galore for this one and may 
swing to $14,000, very big. Last 
week, ‘Firefly’ (MG), $10,000, oke. 


Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
25-35-40) — ‘Second Honeymoon’ 
(20th). Leaves plenty to be desired. 


However, headed toward fairish 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Love at Work’ 


(20th) and stage show ‘Can You 
Take It?’, $11,000, light. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
35-55 )—‘Firefly’ (MG) (2d week). 


Brought here from Minnesota 
seven more downtown days. Fairly 
even $4,000 indicated. Last week. 
‘Hold '"Em Navy’ and ‘Miss 
Aldrich’ (MG), to light 
$2,600. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Man- 
hattan Melodrama’ (MG) (2d week) 
This reissue did well enough to hold 
over for seven more days. Looks like 
fair $600. Last week, $800, oke 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200: 25-35) 
‘High, Wide’ (Par). First nat how- 
ing. Mild $2,400 in sight. Last week, 
‘Wife, Doctor’ (20th), $2,600, fair. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Dr. Syn’ (GB). In for six days 
and headed for satisfactory $1,500. 
Last week, ‘100 Men’ (U) (6th week) 
finished nicely with $1,100 for six 
days. 


Setting Sears Drive 


This year’s Grad Sears sales drive 
in Warner Bros., starting Dec. 26 and 
extending to April 16, is the second 
the company has held in honor of 
Sears, and will break down the coun- 
try into districts with the six man- 
agers in distribution acting as cap- 
tains of their respective territories, 
but also out to get prizes. Where 
last year top prizes went to winning 
exchanges, on the proposed new 
drive, there will be a first prize for 
district managers and then prizes for 
exchanges. 

Warner Bros. is budgeting a total 
of $25,000 in prizes. 

Herb Crooker, in charge of general 
publicity at the Warner home office, 
leaves Friday (26) for the Coast to 
lay plans for closer coordination be- 
tween east and west. 

He will be gone about two weeks. 
By that time S. Charles Einfeld, now 
on the Coast, will probably be com- 
ing back east. 


for 


(Par) 
dualled 




















(20th) and Jan Peerce topping siage 


show. 
Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
40-50-75)—‘Double Wedding’ (MG). 


Should clip off nice $10,000. Third 
session of ‘Zola’ (WB) grabbed okay 
$5,300 last stanza following weeks of 
$13,800 and $8,000. Holdover due for 
‘Wedding.’ 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; 
40-50-75)—‘Ebb Tide’ (Par) and Lit- 


tle Jack Little’s band on stage. 
Around $28,000 looked for, very 
good. ‘Back in Circulation’ (FN) 


and Don Redman’s orch got tepid 
$21,000 last stanza. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) G3,- 
000; 30-40-50)—‘Back in Circulation 
(FN) (re-run) plus ‘This Way 
Please’ (Par), dual, Former pi 
moved here from Michigan ane 
combo wili get fair $8,500. Last week 


about $7,500 on ‘Flight From Glory: 
(RKO) and ‘Women Men Marry 
(MG). 


United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-50-75)—‘Firefly’ (MG) (2 
week). Slumps to mild $5,500, after 
On thai 


bumper $15,000 last stanza. 
basis, doesn’t figure to h.c. 
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Ask yourself what it means to be able to advertise 
a picture with all the screaming show values of 


‘Here Comes The Navy’ and ‘Devil Dogs’=— and the 


most sensational headline topic of the day, besides! 


.. «You'll Find Your Candid Answer on the Next Page! 
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Irate Prize Babies’ Mamas Start 
Picketing Lefty When Kids Lose 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal.,:Nov. 23. 





Dear Joe: 

There must be an unwritten law that an exhibitor can’t have two good 
weeks in succession. After the big gross I did last week with the double 
wedding I was a cinch for a salesman that came around with phones that 
you put on the seats for people that are hard of hearing. He told me that 
all the big houses in New York have ‘em and that they create good will. 
So I bought three of ’em and put ’em in. Well, when some of the yokels 
saw them they tried to get their homes on 'em and came out to complain 
to me that Central didn’t answer. It goes to show you these small towns 
don’t go for the stuff that the big towns go for including pictures. I put 
the phones in the box office, operators booth and my office, now at least 
we can listen to the pictures without looking at ’em. 

To add to my troubles I accepted to act as judge of the big Baby Parade 
the town ran last Friday. I sat up on the big stand on the Main Street and 
presented the prizes to the kids that I thought were the cutest and the best 
looking. Well, you shoulda heard the squawks from the losers Mamas. 
They followed me to the theatre and started to picket, the house. It was 
lucky I used my nut and got the mothers of the kids that won, to parade 
outside the theatre with signs reading “Hooray for Lefty, the best judge 
since Solomon.” That kinda. made the. others quit, but business was ruined 
for the night. It couldn’t have been worse if I had a smallpox sign on 
the door. 

What got me real sore was Aggie saying that I wasn’t satisfied with 
being the Cupid of Coolacres but I wanted to be the Stork too, Aggie 
would rub a poreupine the wrong way with her sense of humor, 

I received a letter from Vic telling me what a wonderful time the two 
newly married couples ate having in Hollywood where they’re spending 
their honeymoon, I sent a wire to the branch manager of the exchange 
I deal with, telling him about the kids being married on my stage, and 
he took ’em.out to the studios and they got a lot of publicity. I also Eavyy 
the kids a few leiters and phone numbers of some of my pals in Holly- 
wood but so far Vic writes me he hasn’t seen them. 

It seems when he calls em up they are on location. You know in Holly- 
wood ‘On Location’ means they’re near their telephones waiting for a call 
from their agents. 

Well, the kids are even glad to get a ‘no’ over the telephone; to them 
it’s like getting an autograph on the ear. They met Gene Fowler and he 
gave them one of his poems and they stayed home a couple of days read- 
ing it and had a lot of laughs. Maybe I'll have Vic give a lecture about 
Hollywood when he gets back here...everybody seems to be nuts about 
Hollywood (and in it too). 

Cockeyed Checker Sees Double 

I finally got ‘Anthony Adverse’ which is really a swell picture; the 
only trouble is that most of the people in this town haven’t finished the 
book yet, and didn’t want to see the picture for fear it would. spoil the 
finish of the book for them. I played it as a special and they sent a checker 
with it. I thought I’d be a nice guy and treat him to a few drinks. Well, 
the guy had sponges for tonsils and soaked up two bottles df Scotch then 
started to see double. So when he made up his statement he had me down 
for twice the amount of attendance that I really had, so we had an argu- 
ment and I winded up punching him in the eye. When he counted up 
with one eye closed we were even on the count but I was still two bottles 
of Scotch in the red. I don’t know why they send checkers; it makes a guy 
feei iike a crook. 

Tell the boys on Layoff Lane Aggie and me wishes them all a happy 
Thanksgiving. There’s something to be thankful for...they didn’t need a 
siamp for the Unemployment Census card. Sez 























‘year drew to:a close this week as 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

REPEAL 
nominated. 
40c with less than a straight 10% 
sion, as now applying from 40c up, 
atre operators are not entirely favor- 
ceiling to, say, 75c, since the theatres 
a week ago. 


Your pal, 
Lefty. 
P. S. Bob O’Donnell of the Interstate Circuit sez, ‘Testimonials are ex- 
Metro likely will get around to its 
long contemplated remake of ‘Tell 
It to the Marines’ some time after 
Unless there is a repeal of the Script has just been completed by 
amusement tax which starts at 4lc,| Herbert Clyde Lewis and Lieut. 
or measures of modification are|Commander Frank Wead, latest of 
levy applying at the higher figures. 
Such a proposal would attempt to 
fix set taxes on certain admissions, 
would likewise be figured out for ad- 
missions all the way up the line. 
While such a system may be pro- 
able to the idea of a graduated tax 
from small admissions up to as high 
as they go. If not an out-and-out 
capable of getting as much as 75c 
are in the minority. 
Some hope is held for at least a 
Raft’s Added Starter 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Due to the postponement of 


pensive recognitions of incompetence.’ 
the first of the year with Frank 
taken to raise the ceiling to 75¢ or | several attempts to snag a shootable 
such as le tax on an admission of 
posed during sessions of the House 
repeal of the admissions tax in film 
modification of the admissions tax, 
‘Spawn of the North,’ George Raft’s 


MARINE’ SCRIPT FOR PIC 
Davis drawing the producer assign- 
ment, director and cast yet to be 
thereabouts, moves may be made to| scenario out of the old-timer. 
urge a tax at a lower admission than 
Salabert in U. S. A. 
25c or under, now not taxable. A 
tax of less than 10% of the admis- 
Ways and Means committee on tax 
repeal or modification, leading the- 
theatres, operators would gladly wel- 
come elevation of the present 4lc 
based on the survey made by Para- 
mount and forwarded to Washington 
next assignment at Par probably will 
be ‘You and Me.’ 





Francis Salabert, French music 
publisher and play. broker, arrived 
in N. Y¥. this week and hies to Hol- 
lywood almost immediately. 

Salabert has an international play 
and story brokerage deal on with 
Frank Orsatti for the acquisition of 
foreign material for Hollywood film- 
ing. 





M-G ‘Prince’ Remake 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

‘Student Prince’ gets a remake at 
Metro with Betty Jaynes, 17-year-old 
opera chirper in femme lead. Male 
warbler: in film are Nelson Eddy, 
Allan Jones and Gilbert Russell. 

Silent picture was made 10 years 
ago with Norma Shearer and Ramon 
Novarro, 








Randall’s Dates 


Jack Randall, Monogram singing 
lariater, is being set for several 
weeks of personals through the east 
afier the first of the year. Has some 
time available between pix. 

Martin Wagner, of the William 





Morris office, agenting. 


No Exhih Peace with Par | 
On Coast, Says Law Firm 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 

Denying reports that 23 indie ex- 
hibs have made peace with Para- 
mount, law firm of Neblett & War- 
ner, through William Mosely Jones, 
issued a statement last .week refut- 
ing the distributor’s ‘claim. 

‘Paramount is wrong,’ the state- 
ment said. “They know they are 
wrong and we know they are wrong. 
When this case is’ argued in court 
and the exhibitors ‘win their victory, 
I predict that Paramount's charter 
to do business in California will be 
revoked.’ 


SEE FEDL GOVT 
PIGEON-HOLE 
ON PAR BEEF 


Washington, Nov. 23. 
Prolonged investigation of com- 
plaints that Paramount Pictures 
violated Federal statutes -in failing 
to deliver six scheduled pictures last 








Federal Trade. Commission staff 
started writing report on legal and 
factual, angles of the exhibitor 
yowls. 

Whether the complaint filed by 
Abram F. Myers, chairman of the 
board of Allied States Association, 
will be spindled or used as_ basis 
for formal citation against the major 
distributor was not hinted, but early 
action was forecast. In view of the 
compromises reached in several key 
cities, general belief was that the 
bleat is headed for the pigeon-hole. 
For nearly three months, Federal 
legmen have been: contacting ag- 
grieved theatre-owners while head- 
quarters’ legal battery has been ex- 
amining the statutes to see if non- 
delivery constitutes restraint of 
trade, misrepresentation, or some 
other degree of unfair competition. 

Summary of the findings of both 
the lawyers and the investigators 
should reach the Commish this week. 
If the Commish is urged to take ac- 
tion, Par will be cited to show cause 
why a cease-and-desist order should 
not be entered, but it is more likely 
that the Government agency will 
forget the whole thing. Prosecution 
is very unlikely, since the F.T.C. 
only goes into court to prevent con- 
tinuance of a current offense, where- 
as the Par matter is now ancient his- 
tory. 


Cohen Preps 6 for Par 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Emanuel Cohen is readying six 
new productions for Paramount re- 
lease. First to go ‘will be ‘Man in 
Evening Clothes. Next will be 
‘Eight Days,’ Quentin Reynolds’ 
origina), 

Others include ‘Star of Sahara,’ 
‘Call Back Love,’ ‘Hold That Kiss’ 
and ‘Free Woman.’ 


An ‘A’ for Miss Dee 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Frances Dee has been handed the 
femme lead in Paramount’s big west- 
ern feature, ‘Marching Herds,’ which 
Lucien Hubbard will produce. Pic 
will be Miss Dee’s first top featured 
role. 

Randolph Scott plays opposite. 




















Harmon’s Ist for Par 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Sidney Harmon, legit producer and 
current on Broadway with ‘Robin 
Landing,’ has been signed by Para- 
mount to a producer contract. 
Newcomer is due on the Coast 
drawing christening assignment, 
‘Dangerous to Know,’ on arrival. 


U’s 1938 Dunne Pic 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Irene Dunne is scheduled to ‘start 

an untitied feature for Universal to 

be produced by John M. Stahl! arouna 
Feb. 1. 

Vina Delmar is scripting. 








Readying ‘Red Mill’ 
Holly;weod, Nov. 23. 

Meiro; is seriously eonsidering Jean- 
ette MacDonald for;‘The Red Mill,’ 
on Lawrence Weingarten’s produc- 
tien schedule... 


The Girls’ Eye View. << © 


By Marian Squire 


= 





‘Stand-In’ Changes Its Mind . 


showing you the hearts of gold that beat beneath the apparently haywire 
film colony bosoms. ; 

Joan Blondel does her usual job of taking the stuffing out of stiff front 
shirts belonging to Leslie Howard. Boris Karloff’ will be doing nipups 
next, what with everyone striving for laughs nowadays. It’s a-trend, or 
something. Comedy or no comedy, the script girl might add a dictionary 
to her equipment for. Mr: Howard and Miss: Blondell who are: both re- 
quired to say intricacy with the accent firmly on the second syllable. Web- 
ster and Oxford don’t quite agree with Wanger. 

Miss Blondell is trim in a light, diagonal-striped jacket over a dark skirt, 
with black ascot, and other tailored outfits. ; 

Marla Shelton, as an actress who is through and refuses: to give in, wears 
more spectacular wardrobe. With Howard she gets plastered in a slimly 
fitted coat banded in white fur. Her molded evening gown is backless 
and glittering. Humphrey Bogart is a director who js that way about Miss 
Shelton, and just waiting for her ‘to slip, so far as she slips into his arms. 
He carries about with him a black Scottie which does no tricks but pos- 
sesses a lot of personality. ; 

Alan, Mowbray, relieved of his recent butler duties, is a temperamental 
director witha heavy Russian accent and a penchant for lying down in 
the middle of an’ argument. Tully Marshall, as the elderly banker whose 


‘bank falls heir to a picture company (as many did), bears a: remarkable 


resemblance to the late John D. 





‘Ebb Tide’ Splendiferously Colorful 


The Paramount’s new tenant, ‘Ebb Tide,’ is a splendiferously elaborate 
technicolor travelog, with a typhoon, threat of mutiny and ‘evil doings on 
an uncharted island to keep you from getting bored with the scenery. Even 
the bread looks beautiful in ‘Ebb Tide’ and the roast is'a dream. 

Lloyd Nolan is head evildoer on the deserted island, and his mustache 
is more sinister looking than his expression, but he goes around pointing 
guns at everyone and pulling the trigger more often than not. 

Oscar Homolka, borrowed from Gaumont-British for’ the occasion, is a 
dishonored ship’s captain who prefers firewater to sea water. He steals a 
cargo, gets tight while navigating and plans to murder Nolan for his pearls, 
but in spite of all, is the salt of the earth, the picture insists, 

Frances Farmer wears blue to match her eyes, for the most part. Gowns 
are of soft material and simply made for the 1890 period. She wears one 
colorful native costume splotched with huge flowers after she has swum 
from the ship to the island to see why the captain and Ray Milland haven't 
returned. The ship can barely be seen in the distance and it was a long 
haul for the oarsmen, but Miss Farmer makes it under her own steam 
without even getting winded. 

The color effect makes Miss Farmer's face look thinner, but is otherwise 
becoming, especially to her hair which takes a nice rich gold. Lina Bas- 
quette looks well in color as a native servant speaking a few (presumably) 
native words. 

There’s a gruesome: little scene when Barry Fitzgerald, as Huish gets 
shot and spills a bottle of vitriol all over himself and is supposedly burned 
to a crisp. (You're spared the horrible details.) And anyway he was 
about to heave the acid at Nolan, who promptly disposes of Capt. Thor- 
becke (Homolka). 

Nolan then looks faintly annoyed as Miss Farmer and Milland sail away 
into an incredible sunset, taking his handful of islanders and leaving Nolan 
to eat his pearls or be eaten by the birds. 


Frances Langford Registers on Stage 


Paramount's chief stage attraction is warbler Frances Langford who in- 
spired a rowdy opening day matinee crowd to such enthusiasm they nearly 
drowned out Bunny Berigan’s band. Miss Langford wears a striking white 
glittering gown, with a cape top, sleeves fitted at the wrist and dress fitted 
at. the waist, exposing a very brown back, 

Edna Strong, dancer, also glitters in a very abbreviated costume with 
tiny circular skirt edged in green, short puffed sleeves and a green bow 
at the low neck. 

A statuesque brunet appears briefly, wearing a handsome chartreuse 
satin with short coat trimmed in red fox before Bob Williams and his 
a Red Dust, go into their act, and Fred Sanborn completes 

e bill. 

For his first New York stage appearance Berigan wears black trousers 
and pastel blue jacket with matching tie and handkerchief. He has a nice 
light brown wave with a small mustache to match. He, too, dispenses with 
baton, and directs a great deal of the time with his acrobatic hips. 





Another Screwball Picture 


‘Live, Love and Learn’ comes within a yard or so of being swell enter- 
tainment and would be if it didn’t sag between spots of better than aver- 
age dialog. Three R’s, Rosalind Russell, Robert Montgomery and Robert 
Benchley, make a happy trio of bohemians, although Montgomery is rather 
too well groomed for an attic artist. Also, Montgomery, a delightful per- 
son, is entirely too humorous to go hi-hat, and too easy going to be an 
artist with a burning ambition. It would also have been a nice idea to 
turn the pictures he is suppesed to paint away from the camera, too, The 
specimens seen would scarcely have put him in the top artistic brackets. 
; Miss Russell takes to attic housekeeping remarkably for a girl reared 
in luxury. Montgomery, whom Miss Russell proceeds to marry while he 
isn’t looking, is broke and she throws her money out the window, but they 
live nicely, apparently on love, meantime supporting their non-paying 
guest, Robert Benchley. Latter is one of the most authentic of film im- 
— a type all his own, who is rarely out on his feet but never quite 
sober. 

Miss Russel] is dressed simply, by’ Designer Dolly Tree, who leans to 
small draped turbans and tailored effects for the leading lady. One satin 
negligee with huge draped sleeves maintains a severe air with a draped 
monk collar. Prim black with white touches predominate for Miss Russell, 
with the haywire effects reserved for blonde menace, Helen Vinson: 

In various flashy outfits, concentrating on splashy white on black prints, 
Miss Vinson concentrates on commercializing Montgomery’s art and luring 
him away from Miss Russell. She wears one formal version of a cowboy 
hat pinned up in front, with a hip-length silver fox cape. With one black 


= — print, she has a beret shooting up in the air with a high crown 
effect. 





‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ Goes Round ’n’ Round 

‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ goes round and round, but it doesn’t come 
out any place. The cast reads well with band names, Cab Calloway, Ted 
Lewis, Louis Prima, Kay Thompson's Choir, and such dependable perform- 
ers as Leo Carrillo, Ann Dvorak, James Gleason, Henry Armetta and Luis 
Alberni. The authors, or compilers, did stab at a plot, but the stab turns 
out to be just a flesh wound. Gleason and Carrillo manage some funny 
moments, but the unfortunate Carrillo is saddled with a catchline which is 
only mildly ‘amusing the first time, and has ceased to be even that long 
before the 20th repetition. 

Designer Muriel King shows the white feather in another of Miss Geva’s 
hats, the plume sweeping sidewise to form a brim. With this she wears 
a black dress with collar and revers outlined in ermine, and carries a tiny 
ermine muff. One of her most sumptuous wraps is an ermine coat with 
huge circular skirt composed of bands of white fox. 

Miss Dvorak, as a secretary-receptionist, is trimly tailored for the most 
part. ith one more dressy affair trimmed in paillettes, Miss Dvorak wears 








Hans Rameau is scripting. 


a large brimmed off-the-face hat which looks as h it might have been 
| designed by an arch-enemy. though it mig 





‘Stand-In’ starts out with tongue-in-Hollywood-cheek, and winds up by 
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Seaxetads to Be Quite Serious Soe 
‘About Furthermg Native Film Prod. 





Mexico. City, Nov, . 23. 


While many ambitious plans for 
production here and elsewhere in 
this' country often “come close to 
being pipe dreams, film-making 
plans are definitely on‘ the upbeat. 
Most producing activity is con- 
contrated here, as it should be, what 
with the city being the largest in 
the reountry and having ‘access to 


stars and. facilities. Sole com- 
petitor is Agua Caliente, where 
plans were made to make it the 
Hollywood of Mexieo. «However; 


superior equipment and studio fa- 
cilities in Mexice City indicate this 
will .continue to be the principal 
producing center. Aside from. these 
factors, it has the climate and sun- 
shine to make it virtually a year- 
round proposition. 

Idea of putting American stars 
with cinema renown in productions, 


when they are known to have a} 


following in Latin-American coun- 
tries, insures the picture producers: 
of additional outlets for product in 
all South American eountries as well 
as in«Mexico and nearby countries 
that speak: the Spanish language. 


Possibilities of this market and 
how trade here goes for a Mexico- 
made production has been illusirated 
several times recently. ‘It is re- 
ported that the Tito Guizar feature 
made here recently covered virtually 
its fwH cost through its engagement 
in a first-run ‘theatre in Mexico 
City: . There is always the chance 
for a producer to ‘sell world rights 
of any picture to. some major dis- 
tribution company in U. S. All of 
which encourages production plans 
in this locality. 


ODEON’S SPREAD MAY 





BRING PRICE CUT WAR 





London, Nov. 11. 


Developments by Odeon Theatres 
in the industrial centre of England 
May cause a price-cutting war 
among theatres. Oscar Deutsch is 
currently reported acquiring | sites 
in prominent cities and towns, 
where he’ proposes throwing up 
costly, big-capacity buildings, with 
facilities to’ include cafes, auto 
parks, ete. If television progresses, 
that will be dropped in as well. 

Bis are slated to include two 
features and flesh, all for admis- 
sions at rates equivalent to 5c ‘to 
25¢ top. Plans are for theatres to 


have. capacities between 2,000 an 
3,000. 





PASTOR BALLYS FILM 


Tells Lendon Congregation to See 
Picture Before Sermon 





London, Nov. 9. 

Pastor at. St. Peter’s church, off 
Piccadilly Cireus, announced from 
Pulpit he would preach next week's 
sermon on the subject of ‘Knight 
Without Armor,’ currently at the 
Pavilion, ' 

Advised his congregation to look 
at film in ‘that place across the road’ 
during week so they could follow 
his sermon. more closely. 





B. A. Nixes Nazi Songfest 
In 0O.H.; No Foreign Ideas 


‘Buenos Aires, Nov, 16. 


Buenos’ Aires’ largest theatre, the 
city-owned Colon opeta house, ‘with 
2,500 seats, will not be granted to 
associations dr organizations which 
favor ideas contrary to Argentine 
constitutional views. This is indi- 
cated by resolutién passed ‘by the 
city council last week. 

German organizations in the Ar- 
géentinie planned to have a perform- 
ance ‘of a chorus 6f 1,000 pupils of 
German - schools. ‘including -Argen+ 
tine, Swiss, Austrian, and’ also Eng: 
lish-an@ U, Ss. Natives, singing ‘Ger- 
marr Meders ahd alsossones of the 
Navir teins osiwell ws German war 
airs, 


| partment. 








- Tipoff 





Buenos Aires, Nov, 12. 

John Stone, producer of the 
Charlie Chan series at 20th-Fox, 
is’ looking around in_ the 
archives of B. A. police head- 
quarters and fingerprints de- 


Hopes to find some’ stuff for 
a picture ‘Charlie Chan in Ar- 
gentina.’ 


GBS ‘CYMBELINE 
NSG, LONDON: 
CHILD OKAY 


London, Nov. 23. 

‘Silent Knight,’ a 15th century 
attistically’ staged legend in blank 
verse, opened ‘at the St. James last 
week (16). Meager plot puts the 
play in appeal class for no others 
than the intelligentsia. However, it 
was splendidly received on the opén- 
ing. 

‘Cymbeline,’ George Bernard 
Shaw’s embellishment of William 
Shakespeare’s work, opened at the 
Embassy last week (16)° as little 
more than an interesting experi- 
ment. Shaw wrote a last act which, 
as is, hardly warrants West End pro- 
duction. Subtle reference to recent 
abdication was detected by some au- 
ditors, although Shaw denied there 














was more than surface indication 
of it. 
‘Think of a .Number,’ Douglas 


Horare’s old-fashioned farce, opened 
at the Garrick last Wednesday (17) 
to good reception, but unlikely fu- 
ture, under the Gilbert Miller aus- 
pices. -Leading actor played con- 
stantly for individual laughs to the 
detriment of the show. 

‘It’s a Wise Child’ opened at the 

Garrick Thursday (18) to what looks 
like a long run at the cut rates after 
a cordial reception. American farce 
was tried out by Repertory Players 
two years ago. 
- ‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ opened 
at the Westminster (19). An indif- 
ferent cast and no production value 
augur little pop appeal for the con- 
densed four hour.classic. 


AUSTRIA NIXES ‘DEAD END’ 
Vienna, Nov. 14. 
‘Dead End’ (UA) failed to pass 
censorship board here. 
Too drastic scenes of difference in 
life of poor and rich, was the com- 
ment. 





‘the’ nationalist government: of his 





IL NEW PIC HEADACHE 





FASCIST GOV'T 
TIPS 115 MITT 


Immediately Gets‘ Tough by 
Slapping’ Ban on . ‘Road 
Back’ and ‘Gave Him 
Gun’ a3 Subversive Films 


—Chilé Dittoes—- Nik'Seen’ 


Bid for Nazi. Favor— 
U. S. Distribs Chary Pend- 
ing Developments 


GERMAN, ITALIAN OKE 





Rio de. Janeiro, Nov.. 16. 

American film industry suffered its 
first blow from the new corporative 
government system in Brazil when 
censors banned ‘The Road. Back’ 
(U) and another American pic, ‘They 
Gave Him a Gun’:(MG),'was yanked 
from the Cine-Metro. | Prohibition 
cast on. ‘The’ Road Back’ was. pre- 
ceded: by a series of attacks from the 
green-shirt press, which labelled the 
film as ‘written by a man, enemy of 


country, and therefore a Jew and a 
communist.’ “4 


Universal would not ‘revéal how’ 
much ‘it lost on the ‘film, but from 
the amount of publicity it is believed 
the company was expecting’ another 
b.o. hit of the sarne magnitude as 
‘All Quiet on the Western Front,’ 

‘Gave Him a Gun’ had already 
been on the scr¢gen for three days’ 
when military authorities stated it 
‘hampered the development of a 
sound patriotic mind’ and forced 
Metro to release ‘A Day at thé Races’ 
without 50% ofthe publicity and 
ballyhoo program under way. ~ 

American distribs stated they are 
awaiting further devolpments before 
bringing in any more films as, apart 
from the total money loss, it usually 
gets the concern in bad in govern- 
ment circles and indirectly reacts on 
the public. Importers believe au- 
thorities will ban all films relating 
to social and labor problems that 
do not meet the approval of the 
present regime in the country, These 
conditions will naturally give ‘the 
German and Italian films a much 
better chance, as the ones that are 
shown in Brazil are the propaganda 
sort which will be given all, facili- 
ties from the government, 





Buenos Aires, Nov. 12. 


Following the Brazilian example, 
the Chilean censor has prohibited 
further showing of ‘Road Back’ (U). 

No reasons for the suppression 
were stated, but it is alleged that this 
action’ was taken on demand of the 
German Embassy, as is figured cer- 
tain in the Brazilian case. 





Washington, Nov. 23. 
Formal chance for the American 
film industry to protest prospective 


raising of British barriers was af- | 
forded last week in State Depart-j| riers are not lowered the handicaps 
ment announcement of intent to ne-/ are not hiked. 


gotiate a reciprocal trade pact with | 
the United Kingdom. 





U.S. State Dept. May Take a Hand On 
Behalf of Pix on British Quota 


Dec, 


4 ¥ 


5 


Wide Breach in British Film 
Ranks Over Quota Caused By 
Three Leaders Taking Walk 





Maxwell Favors 
Film Reciprocity 





London, Nov. 23, 

John Maxwell champions re- 
ciprocity in a forceful trade 
broadside declaring it’s the old- 
|} est form. of trading in the world, 
|} equivalent to barter. If.a Brit- 
ish producer cannot get a, rea- 
|} sonable part of his costs from 
America, he can never hope to 
establish. on competitive footing. 

Cost of starting own dis- 
tribution in America is so 
€normous, Maxwell argues, it’s 
almost impossible, although a 
gallant attempt was made by 
GB, and it did acquaint Ameri-. 
can audiences with British pic- 
tures. If effort is. followed up, 
Maxwell is satisfied it would 
yield good results. Solution, 
therefore, is to .get American 
organizations to use their own 
existing channels to distribute 
British pictures, by encourag- 
ing them to take a _ substan- 
tial .finaneial -interest. This 
way, British pictures would get 
in by infiltration, 








London, Nov, 23. 
Sensational move by John Max- 
well, Charles M. Woolf, Maurice 


Ostrer and three supporters of ‘Isi- 
dore Ostrer’s reciprocity plan again 
caused a wide breach when all six 
walked out of a producers’ meeting 
after the resolution to scrap the Fed- 
eration of British Industries’ di- 
vorced or split quota scheme had 
been tossed out by a 14-6 vote 
Maxwell and others contend that 
reciprocity is the only way to de- 
velop British industry and that the 
divorced quota would revive quick- 
ies, withdrawing rather than give 
| tacit support to the latter. 
| withdrew are reported to represent 
|a $250,000,000 investment in the in- 
| dustry. 
| Situation caused further breach in 
| trade unity and likely will leave the 
| whole decision of the new Quota Act 
|in the hands of the Board of Trade 
who may make decisions without 
referring to the industry. Standing 
committee in session again today and 
rejected an attempt to eliminate the 
existing ,reciprocity clause permit- 
ting. Americans to purchase foreign 
rights to British pictures for, $100,000. 
This committee now is actively en- 
gaged in discussing Oliver Stanley’s 











Pix Industry Sees 
No Reciprocity In 
New Quota Moves 


Film company officials and trade 
organization representatives in N. Y. 
this week were amazed at the spec- 
tacle of British spokesmen advo- 
cating a reciprocal trade treaty with 
the U. S. at the same time that fig- 
ures in the film industry of England 
were attempting to shackle free 
trade by means of a strict Quota 
Act. 

British trade speakers in outlining 
a desire for such a treaty, were ex- 
tremely clubby on the idea that such 
a trade pact would. promote better 
Anglo-American relations. Not only 
was there no mention of the pending 
Quota measure in England, which 
would tend to restrict one of the 
major imports into Great. Britain, 
but the talk was all about the amic- 
able relations between the two Eng- 
lish-speaking nations and steps that 
should be taken to increase this good 
feeling. « " 

Astonishing thing to those in the 
film industry was that at the mo- 
ment this good-wiil gesturing was 
going on, Oliver Stanley, head of 
the Board of Trade, Film Division, 
in England, was stressing the need 
for defending British national inter- 








portunity. They now can move in| 
on the State Department . with| 
crates of facts and figures and’ make | 
sure that, even though British bar- | 


Deadline on submission of views is 
17, but this is not the final | 


As the result of months of informal| chance to argue why this country | 
‘should insist on more liberal treat- | 


conversations, in which pictures 
played a big part, the diplomats con- 
firmed reports that Yankee bargain- 
ing with the English is nearing final 
stages. No list of commodities on 
which restrictions may be lowered 
by either nation has ‘been compiled, 
mit-all industries which may be af- 
fected by an. international : treaty 
have peen-invited to presefit idéas. 
The gnnouncement, 





coming at a} 
‘ime 
Fnetits4 pit 


U.S. industry 


when revision ef the expiring | 1936, the qQuantity>‘of” fin ) ¢hipped 
quota act has thrown the} from Holly woodajurped she what, 
inté turmoil, offered |} from 61,190,000 feet to 63:247980-Teet, | 


ment in England. , 

While ,the figures do. not. disclose | 
clearly what has been happening in| 
the past few years, the State De-| 
partment supplemented. its 
with statistics showing definitely that | 
the U. S,-angle, film trade has, suf-| 


fered from the quota’law designed | sttictive clauses against U: 'S. dis- | 
‘to encourage development of home| tribs’that the Quota: measure would’ 
industry: in Engband?" Frotr'1929° to! be cénipletely altered from 'its’ pres-| . Senorita 
{we forrr. Exhibs In England’ figure 


Hollywood’ exporters: a* gotdén op- . but the value sli@ 9656.000! «* ~~ =~ 


ests and proposing restrictive meas- 
ures on distributors which would be 
bound to hit American film biz. 

As some officials pointed out, 
while the U. S. sends over only a 
few negatives and makes prints from 
these that produce plenty of méhey 


in English-speaking countries, Eng-/} 


land recoups on such’ important 


| products as woolen and cotton goods 


exported to U. S.. There is no-.quota 
on woolen goods in this country 
though the business done. by. Eng- 
land on this industry alone is- ter- 
rific. It: is balanced by other indus- 
tries and goods shipped into England 
by U. S. ' 


so loudly against such provisions as 
the separate 40ota dnd ‘other re- 


there is an¥thing liké a-ban placed 
on American prodtict.” > * >. © 


Film Council proposition, but ad- 
journed decision until Thursday. 
New Type of Quickie 

Cinematograph Exhibiturs Assovia- 
tion circulated the whole standing 
committee with a letter violently op- 
posing the divorced or 
quota, declaring it would create a 
new type of quickie and would not 
encourage British, production. This 
note claimed that it would kill reci- 
procity and reduce the auantity of 
the exhibitors’ quota to 4% of screen 
time. 


the divorced quota a fantastic pro- 

posal, describing it as a scheme to 

compel distributors to acquire pic- 

tures that would never be exhibited. 
: t 





U. S. View 

Latest developments ‘in the effort 
of England to secure a new ‘quota 
law indicate to some trade observers 
that smarter minds in the British 
film business. may have their way 
eventually. But.as the debate con- 
tinues over the~ divorced quota 
scheme and the ‘films council, and 
its reviewing board, they admit any- 
thing can happen. Particularly when 
several groups in Great Britain ap- 


quota a political issue, 

Drive by these English groups is 
apparently predicated on knowledge 
that U. S. picture conipanies cur- 
rently depend on heavy return from 
the British market, what with dis- 
tribution trimmed in other European 
countries:- They think this is ‘the 
right time to drive a hard bargain. 


mum ¢ost on each quota feature. 
This means that a film company 
needing 10 quota picturés in a year 
now must lay out about $750,000 in 
order to distribute its American fea- 
tures in England as against $30,000 
to $70,000 Under the présent setup. ’ 





hibitor’in England would take any of 
|the 10, leaving the distributor with 
| all of them, and nearly $750,000 that 
| would have to be written off the 
| books. 


Creation of a films council would, 


incorporate the reviewing board 
plan. ‘American representatives op- 


pose this because it would mean that , 


(no banker or other sensible person 
| would ‘put up the cash for production 


tc ‘if the finished film could be rejected . 
Belief prevailing this week was | at thé last minute on the grounds it. 
notice | that British exhibitors might squawk | lacked sufficient entertainment. 


| 


| 
' 





Mex, Femme Producer , 
Mexico City, Nov. 23. 

Adela Sequeiros, local 
‘newspapér Weman, i$ the first 
Mexi¢an femme to write, diréct and 
produce a film 

* (Nob dys Woman’), 


Six who, 


separate | 


Metcalfe, C.E.A. president, called , 


parently are determined to make the — 


First wedge was to instal mini- 


. 
ye San nin sh eal iameenel 


With a divorced quota plan no ex- 


‘ba Mujet de Nefdie® ’ 


eee 





HT OTIS 1° eT 


oe mtpeertr 


ge RT 





‘ 


eee 


2g 
ws 


~ erp mat ree ney] 
Pte 


es 
San 


3 


ns haetbecboeese: 


ts 








VARIETY Wednesday , November 24, 1937 ; 





AH, how well I remember, I was playing on the 

Army team —or was it the Navy? A fine bunch of 

lads. Charlie McCarthy's father was playing end. Ah, 

what an end for a noble man. Brings tears to my old eyes 

as I think of it. I'll remember it to my dying day. The ball 

was on the 110-yard line. It was a beautiful day. The stands 

were packed with gorgeous women. I took the ball. I took two 

balls. I placed them under the arm of my Balmaccan. The whistle 

blew. I stopped work. Ah, pardon me. The whistle blew. The 

enemy faced me. A pile of human flesh. I took my old Navy cutlass 

in my hand, a gift of the Bey of Algiers when I was but a stripling 

upon the decks of Old Ironsides,.a Paramount Picture. I held my 

breath. I drove through that wall of human. flesh: It was a gory 

sight. I'll never forget it. With one elliptical spheroid I had made 

a touchdown. With the other I had kicked a goal. 

I must confess, my little chickadees, those were the days. 
Confess? Ah, that reminds ime. “‘True Confession’”’ is on [} : 

its way. It will be here for Christmas. Ah, what a picture! 

What a triumph for the histrionic art! Little Carole at 

her gayest. Fred boasting a new mustache. Mustache 
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I'll never forget the time we were playing against Mustache. They were ahead. It 






all comes back to me now. Bob Burns was on the team — and Pawnee, the old 
Carlisle Indian — spoke only the sign language — noble fellow. You'll meet them 





$ y. both in Frank Lloyd’s “Wells Fargo."”’ Coming New Year's! —A glorious picture 
"— those two grand stars, Joel McCrea and Frances Dee play the dramaturgic leads 
—Bob and Pawnee play the field. Ah, Fields, a great name. Historical! You'll see 
r it in burning bulbs from coast to coast soon, when I appear in that triumph 
for the histrionic art, the ‘Big Broadcast of 1938.’ Ah, what a team: W. C. Fields, 

Dorothy Lamour, W. C. Fields, Ben Blue, W. C. Fields, Martha Raye, W. C. Fields, 
Lynne Overman, W. C. Fields, Bob Hope, W. C. Fields, Shirley Ross, W. C. Fields, 
Kirsten Flagstad, W. C. Fields, Tito Guizar, Shep Fields. In that opus you'll see 






me at the game of golf. A rare sport, my fine buckoes!—Buckoes! Ah! That 

reminds me of ‘The Buccaneer,” Cecil B. DeMille’s roaring saga of ‘‘Jean Lafitte,” 

the greatest pirate of his time—charming fellow. Yes,"“The Buccaneer” with Fredric 
March, Franciska Gaal — ah, what a Gaal—and Akim Tamiroff will blow into 
town in January. Ah, it almost slipped my mind. My good friend Mae West, a 
comely lass, has asked me to remind you that “Everyday’s a Holiday,” a Paramount 
Picture, starring Mae herself with my friends Edmund Lowe, Charles Winninger, 
Charlie Butterworth, and Walter Catlett is drawing mighty nigh —in February, in 
fact. Another good friend, Dorothy Lamour, a comely lass, golden throated night- 
ingale of the networks (I have been on that program myself) and Ray Milland, 
greatest fan-mail collector of modern times, will bring you “Jungle Love”; in - 
Technicolor; ah, “Jungle Love,’’"—the cry of the lonely whicheroo for her mate. % ; 
Y The note of the sudderbee sounding the mighty jungle cry! It all comes back to me 
now. We were playing the Tigers in the depths of Old Nassau. Yes, as I was saying. 
Great judge of horse-flesh! Who? Ah! Yes—Bing Crosby. In his newest opus, 


a 


“Dr. Rhythm,” Bee Lillie, the English nightingale, a comely lass, returns to the 
classic halls of the cinema, in a series of startling contretemps, with Andy Devine. 
Mary Carlisle brings her charming personality to the romantic moments of Dr. 

Crosby’s enterprise. All this, my little chickadees, takes place starting in February. . 
March! Ah! March will roar in like a lion —for in March—Ernst Lubitsch, 








Claudette Colbert, and Gary Cooper will bring their greatest picture to the screen 
—a triumph for the histrionic art —‘‘Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife,” —yes —"‘Bluebeard’s : 
Eighth Wife’’—great man—Blucbeard !—Ah What ascam— Paramount — greatest 
aggregation of touchdown-makers ever assembléd = put'your moncy on ’em, boys 
—put your moncy on ‘cm! ~ 
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i" i i i , t. He substitutes for the 
DAMSEL IN DISTRESS | tis Becedway, musica comeey cy || Miniature Reviews || isnt songerous pane nm aanry:| | COUNTY FAIR 
(MUSICAL) Noble and George Bassman did some mature Neviews ing nitro to Tampico. eg ie ce Fe a ge oe BE Spe oe on 
RKO release cf Pandro Berman produc- | 8@ditional scoring. The Victor Bara- ar. but the lad is saved for Sally. e : rledge, 


tion, Stars Fred Astaire, George Burns, 
Gracie Allen: features Joan’ Fontaine, 
Recinald Gardner, Ray Noble. Directed by 
George Stevens. Music by George Gersh- 


win: lyries, Ira Gershwin. From P, G. 
Wo !ehouse story, adapted hy Wodehouse, 


Frnest Pagano, S. Lauren. Camera, 
Joseph H. August: special effects, Verr’a 
L. Walker: musical director, Victor Bara- 
velle: arrangements, Russell Bennett, Ray 
Noble, George Bassman; dances, Hermes | 
Pan; edited by Henry Berman; asst. direc- | 
tor, Argvle Nelson. Reviewed in Projec- 
tion Room, N. Y.; opens today (Nov. 24. 
87) at Rivoli, N. Y. Running time, 100 
ri ns, i 
GOCE os vec cdbcscesdecsesicbices Fred Astaire 
George... .ssesceccecece George Burns 
( isa ccegsobecedeecsens Cem Anee 
l ALY CO. .ccccccccsoseyecss Joan Fontaine 
] eTeTYTT. Te Reginald Gardiner 
} ..Ray Noble 
] Caroline eee) ae ae Constance Collier | 
Low Marshmorton....ce...- Montagu [Love 
ARGC Ess dc ces eos tnctceedues Harry Watson 
Miss Ruggles......ccerscccessen Jan Duggan 


Some may miss Ginger Rogers op- 
posite Fred Astaire but to others it 
will be a novelty, and to both the 
producer and public a change was 
inevitable and probably a good idea. 
With Burns and Allen co-starred 
with the screen’s No. 1 tapster, ‘A 
Damsel in Distress’ holds plenty for 
the b.o.—dancing, comedy, marquee 
values, the usual sumptuous _in- 
vestiture acorded by Pandro Berman 
and RKO to any Astaire picture. And 
those Gershwin songs. 

It's a gay, frothy book, in a British 
background, and while some of it 
smacks of being perhaps a bit styl- 
ized, it’s been given enough of a 
Switch in many respects to please 
the most captious. : 


Libretto is bright andthe dialog 
funny. Some of it is more Burns 
and Allen than P. G. Wodehouse, 
but what price screen-credit? It 
gets results. A.few of the Gracieal- 
lenisms are a bit on the radio side, 
but withal it blends well and bolsters 
the sum total, 


There are several running gags 
that achieve resuits without becom- 
ing too obtrusive. One is the stand- 
ard alibi*for Miss —Allen’s. presence 
that her father backed Astaire’s first 


show; another bit is the very- 
British ‘thenk-yuh’ chatter (which 
the Marxes first pulled; on the 


screen, anyway,; another is a pre- 
diliction by the very proper Keggs, 
steward of the castle (Reginald 
Gardner) to burst out into operatics 
at the drop of a high-C; and a fourth 
bit is the inclination by Ray Noble 
to swing-it, rather then play the 
proper English madrigals. 


All are deftly intertwined, against 
a background where Astaire is cast 
as the heart-breaking American 
stage juvenile who resents the Lo- 
thario buildup endowed him by 
Burns as his hyper-dynamic p.a. 


Joan Fontaine (Olivia de Havi- 
land's sister) is the titular ‘maiden in 
distress,’ an ingenue of nobility which 
brings the setting to a suburban 
London estate belonging to Lord 
Marshmorton (capitally played by 
Montagu Love). 


Astaire and his vet terp aide, 
Hermes Pan, have devised four 
corking dance routines which Di- 
rector George Stevens has expertly 
envisioned and mounted. The finale 
is a four-minute ‘drum dance,’ As- 
taire’s solo, the film virtually finish- 
ing on the number, save for the post- 
climactic embrace with the heroine 
and exit through the portals. 


Most novel and elaborate dance 
routine is the fun-house sequence 
at the county fair, wherein a roller- 
slide, treadmills, goofy mirrors which 
distort the dancers into wierd elon- 
gations or squat torsos, revolving 
tunnels, etc. have been cleverly 
blended into one of the most arrest- 
ing dance sequences screened. The 
dance routine itself, a going ’round- 
pnc-around sequence is one which 
Astaire first did in the ‘Bandwagon,’ 
lezit musical 

Opener, the street-scene dance (to 
‘Can't Be Bothered Now’), is As- 
taire’s other solo. The fun-house 
and whiskbroom sequences are with 
Burns and Allen, and the Garden 
Dance is elementarily done, with 
Miss Fontaine as vis-a-vis in a ro- 
mantic background. 

There are lots of nice touches 
throughout. The madrigal singers. 
who later swing it (skillful dub job): 
Gardner’s own operatic-dub; Ray 
Noble’s swingo predilections, al- 
though the London-American maes- 
tro plays a sort of No. 2 juve in a 
mild siliyawss sort of a way; and a 
bright curly kid, Harry Watson, as 
the page-boy of the castle who is 
addicted to eavesdropping. 

Astaire is Astaire all the way. 
FPurns and Allen blend excellently, 
and their comedy is a standout, be- 
sides which they manage two dif- 
ficult terp routines with their co- 
star in no small way. Joan Fontaine 
is passively fair as the ingenue, 
nicely looking the role but other- 
wise undistinguished. Reginald 
Gardner and Ray Noble bolster their 
characterizations, Gardner particu- 
larly. Love, Constance Collier as his 
snobbish sister, and young Watson 
round out an excellent cast. 

Gershwin songs are dandy. ‘Nice 
Work If You Can Get It,’ ‘A Foggy 
Dav in London Town,’ ‘Things Are 
Looling Up’ and ‘Can’t Be Bothered 
Now’ are the titles and all ok. Rus- 
sell Bennett, responsible for most 
ef the arrangements, has transplanted 


velle baton is more than distinguished 
in the interpretations; the camera, 
dance-staging and~ other’ technic 
ultra, including some excellent spe- 





| Walker. 
Withal OK for 


<i? 


roy Abel. 
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RKO release of Edward Kaufman pro- | 
duction, Stars Barbara Stanwyck, Herbert | 
Marshall: features Glenda Farrell, Eri« 
Blore, Etienne Girardot. Directed by Al- 
fred Santell Story by David Garth; 

| adaptation, Charles Kaufman, Paul Vawitz 
| Viola Prrothers Shore; camera, J Roy 
Hunt At Palace, N. Y week Nov. 17, ‘37. 
Running time, 67 mins. 
| Valentine Ransom.......Barbara Stanwyck | 
iJonathan Blair = ae Herbert Marsha!l 
| Carol ot kvadeneea ade Glenda Ferrel) 
GE > pt cehas bedtavedes ~ee. Mic Blore 
Sam i rant M. Thomas 
Justice of the IP é ~e+e--Donald Meek 
Faraday : Pierre Watkin 
Meges — ...-Klienne 





Girai dot | 


‘Breakfast for Two’ won't disap- | 
|point those who come for laughs. | 
| The film’s loaded with a wide assort- | 
|ment of larynx and midriff ticklers. | 
| It’s good all around production of 
{the intermediary classification, and 
'about the only time that the zany 
|pace bogs down is toward the end 
when the action overstrains itself 
with an awkwardly contrived mess of | 
| housewrecking and pie-tossing. With 
| Barbara Stanwyck and Herbert Mar- 
| shall turning in slick performances 
| as well as offering the marquee some-_ 
thing -te glow about, the outlook for 
the till is an easy average, if not 
better. 


Barrage of screwy situations take 
| their cue from the efforts of a rich 
dame (Stanwyck) to ae ue 
tippling waster (Marshall) ay a 
him realize his responsibilite & the 
inheriting head of a steamship line. 
Also to land him as her husband. 
With such expert farceurs as Blore 
and Glenda Farrell piling in to help 
keep things boiling, the plot gravi- 
tates from sly humor to fantastic 
goofiness, but it’s all telling fare ex- 
cept that lapse into furniture and 
dishware smashing. 

Wealthy girl’s attempts at reform 
develop nothing but resistance, with 
no holds or blows barred. She buys 
the controlling interest in the 
steamship company and replaces the 
rounder as its president. Just when 
she thinks she has him steamed up 
to fight her for re-control of the com- 
pany, he goes defeatist. Her next 
move is to buy his home from under 
him and he retaliates by announcing 
his intention to marry an old show- 
girl flame. Two tries at carrying out 
this threat are frustrated, with the 
first frame accounting for a high pro- 
portion of laughs. As the pursuing 
heiress reconciles herself to defeat 
and prepares to leave for her native 
Texas, the fellow has a change of 
mind and heart, and the inevitable 
clinch follows. 


Blore puts in a lot of solid comedy 
licks as Marshall’s devoted valet, 
Donald Meek scores handsomely in 
the role of a harassed justice of the 








cial effects by lensers August and | 


nd and sight. | 


‘BREAKFAST FOR TWO. 


| bits are gems, 





peace, while Miss Farrell. plies her 
part with the right amount of breezi- 
ness and dizziness. Odec. 


TRUE CONFESSION 


Paramount release of Albert Lewin pro- 
duction. Stars Carole Lombard and Fred 
MacMurray; features John Barrymore, Una 
Merkel, Porter Hall, Edgar Kennedy. Di- 
rected by Wesley Ruggles. From play of 
same name by Louis Verneuil and Georges 


Berr; adaptation, Claude Binyon; photog- 
raphy, Ted Tetzlaff.“ Reviewed in Projec- 
‘| tlon Room, N. Y., Nov. 18, 37. Running 
t'me, &5 mins. 7 
Helen Bartlett............- Carole Lombard 
Kenneth Bartlett......... Fred MacMurray 
CRASTIOP ccccnccccoe ecerccess John Barrymore 
Daisy McClure. .ccccceccccesecs Una Merkel 


Prosecutor... Porter Hall 






Oe Pra .Edgar Kennedy 
Judge........ oe .-.-Richard Carle 
Otto Kramer....... ecccceed John T. Murray 
Bartender, ......-cece evcese Lynne Overman 
Kramer's Butler... .cccccsccesseccs Fritz Feld 
PN 6 64.66-664 08% coccesepess Hattie McDaniels 
Typewriter Man...........- Tommy Dugan 





‘True Confession’ is a rather en- 
tertaining picture, the various faults 
or shortcomings of which should not 
hamper it at the box office. Nota 


big bet but a favorable enough one, 
the chances are it will do better than 
average to good business generally. 
It just falls short of being a smash. 


The whole production is typically 
Wesley Ruggles and Claude Binyon, 
the directing-writing team that likes 
to tackle stories of this caliber, yet 
they haven't hit a top in turning out 
‘Confession.’ In the adaptation, it’s 
very Binyonesque, while’in the di- 
rection it’s the Ruggles touch that 
tells all the way. Albert Lewin, 
credited as the producer, is under- 
; stood to have brought the play, on 
which ‘Confessions’ is based, into 
Paramount, when he left Metro. This 
is Lewin’s first at Paramount. Rug- 
gles, otherwise, was in virtual 
complete supervision of the produc- 
tion. While the Lombard-MacMur- 
ray vehicle is bound to please a wide 
variety of audiences, it misses being 
a sock by inches. 

The performances are good but 
Miss Lombard photographs badly in 
spots, especially in country estate 
scenes, and MacMurray, no _ great 
shakes in these same scenes, makes 
an ungainly impression when trying 
to jump into the lake for a swim.. 














‘A Damsel in Distress’ (RKO). 
Good Astaire-Burns and Allen 
musical. Will please every- 
where. 

‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO). 
Heaps of laughs in a breezily- 
paced farce. Barbara Stanwyck 
and Herbert Marshall top cast. 

‘True Confession’ (Par). Lom- 
bard-MacMurray comedy on the 
wacky side that, while not sug- 
gesting a smash, ought to do 
nicely, generally. John Barry- 
more a standout. 

‘Old Wyoming Trail’ (Col). 
Better than average wes:ern 
with Charles Starrett and Bar- 
bara Weeks. 

‘The Outer Gate’ (Mono). 
Fair programmer with a pr.son 


background that should serve 
Okay as the No. 2 feature on 
duals but might single it in 


smaller spots. 











The estate sequence fails to wind 
up the picture with a punch except 
so far as John Barrymore is con- 
cerned, and he virtually steals every- 
thing when he’s on. 

Barrymore is playing a wacky but 
amiable psychopathic whose drunk 
It’s Barrymore doing 
comedy of a special blend and play- 
ing it to perfection, getting much 
out of what the script afforded him. 
He pictures agedly but that’s no mat- 
ter. It is also true of Miss Lombard 
that she doesn’t photograph s0 
youthfully, lines showing in her 
face on occasion. She also has a 
habit of rolling her tongue .in her 
cheek, although it’s supposed to sug- 
gest that she’s the kind of. gir], who 
finds it difficult to tell the truth. 
Thus, that cheek bulging may be 
her way of trying to control the 
tongue. 


Miss Lombard handles herself well 
otherwise, creating with consider- 
able effectiveness the character she 
depicts. As her lawyer-husband, 
MacMurray is as good as she is in 
develcping suitable background for 
the somewhat goofy yarn. MacMur- 
ray’s work is not his best, however. 
Edgar Kennedy, as a cop, graduates 
from two-reelers with honors and 
Una Merkel, a sec, pal of Miss Lom- 
bard’s, is also excellent. One of the 
best laughs of the picture, an out- 
stander, arrives near the end when 
Hattie McDaniels, colored maid, 
comes along humming ‘Frankie and 
Johnny,’ then asks MacMurray if he 
could get her off from murder. 

Picture jumps from MacMurray’s 
successful defense of his wife on a 
murder charge to a gorgeous estate, 
and it's all a bit too sudden but can 
be forgiven, as can those swanky 
cell scenes with Miss Lombard. She 
costumes herself there as one might 
in a cozy little room at the Ritz. 

The whole yarn, burlesqued most 
of the way, concerns the stupid situ- 
ation Lombard gets herself into by 
confessing to a crime she didn’t 
commit. Its screwball premise has 
her doing this largely so that her 
attorney husband will have a case 
for himself. Barrymore is worked 
into the yarn without much excuse, 
but his presence in it is anything 
but a mistake. Likelihood is that 
this veteran actor’s work in the pic- 
ture is going to put him in imme- 
diate demand for similar stuff. Trial 
scenes which include Barrymore are 
quite funny, but he also has some 
footage in a saloon where his credit’s 
none too good and, lastly but im- 
portantly, inthe estate sequence 
where he comes calling.in a very 
small boat. Barrymore actually 
works as though he enjoys what he 
had to do. 

Settings are generally good, 
though that cell 
wonder. 


al- 
is something for 
Char, 


DANGER PATROL 


RKO production and release, 
Sally Eilers, John Beal, Harry Carey. 
Directed by Lew Landers. Story by Helen 
Vreeland and Hilda Vincent: screenplay, 
Sy Bartlett; camera, Nick Musuraca. At 


Features 


Rialto, N. Y., week Nov. 18, °37. Running 
time, 59 mins, 

CORD Geis ks i veseereevedede Sally Eilers 
Dan Loring....... OSSecccresesecs John Beal 


*“Easy’ Street..... «---..-Harry Carey 
Rocky Sanders..........Frank M. 


\ Thomas 
Eric Trumble............Crawford Weaver 
MERCY DPOMOVAR. secs ccccscccece Lee Patrick 
Gabby Donovan....ccccsee. Edward Gargan 
Tim Tree ST reer 6606 6060s Paul Guilfovle 
CURES inc 6250000605468 0esserisc ee Wale 





When nitroglycerine carriers, in 
the oil fields, crack from the strain 
of risky tasks, they have what this 
picture calls ‘nitro fever.’ It’s an- 
other kind of shell-shock. And that’s 
what the picture is about. It’s a 
worry film that softens only with 
the appearance of Solly Ward, with 
his well remembered Dutch dialect, 
and Edward Gargan as Lee Patrick’s 
henpecked hubby. It’s a simple pic- 
ture which should earn its way on 
the multiples because it will chin 
the dual bar with no apology. 

John Beal is the nitro carrier. Sally 
Eilers is the girl. They’re okay, 
never stressing the emotions yet 
getting the romantic note over easily. 
Harry Carey is the gir]’s ever-loving 
pappy.’ Beal is a disappointed medico 
student who bet to make enough 
money to go back to school. The 
girl loves him but prefers to be 





his wife than his widow. Carey finds 


suspense on this plane angle is car- 
ried along to a good climax. 
Photographicaliy, the film offers 
no stimulus, nor do its backgrounds, 
mostly exteriors. Shan. 





Springtime in Rockies 


Republic Pictures production and release, 
Star» Gene Autry, features Smiley Burneite, 
Polly Rowley. Directed by Joseph Kane. 





Sereen play by Gilbert Wright and Betty 

Burbridge; photography, Ernest Miller; 

film editor, Lester Orlebeck. Previewed in 

Projection toom, N, , Nov.: 22, ..°&8. 

Running time, 60 mins. 

nS a3 6 coo baked os dee keh tech eee Gene Autry | 

| POG. .cccceseascesiecoerecs Smiley Burnette 
PR 6. thinweosewséewsete -Polly Rowles | 

| Silly Sylvia... ..cesccccveeeerceces Ula Love 

PUM cas  cvescacdectses ...-+--Ruth Bavon 
PAL 24 Ute ee Liens ....-Jane Hunt} 
Toe Tree Speed be George Chesebro | 
| Briggs -Alan Bridge | 

| TLACY . co ec eeeeeeeseccccecoeses ‘Tem London 
Dae IDs ca chide te Cheese bt enseabee Edward Hearn | 

..Frankie Marvin 

.William Hol 

Edmund Cobb 

Fre Burns 
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oo a See ~ Jimmy’s Saddle Pals 





Although it doesn’t quite reach the 
level attained by some of the star’s 
previous efforts, this latest Autry 
saga of the west should satisfy the 
juve lust for action. Based on the 
timeworn theme of cowman battles 
over grazing rights of sheep and cat- 
tle. Cast is above par, with the love 
interest, in the person of Polly 
Rowles. the standout. 
nette effectively handles the comedy 
end. 

Autry is the foreman of a ranch 
willed to Polly Rowles. She is a 
student of animal - husbandry, who 
attempts to put her campus knowl- 
edge into practice. Sauabble over 
sheep and cattle results when she 
buvs a flock of sheep, on her arrival, 
and has them taken ‘to the ranch she 
has never seen. Autry makes her 
believe that a layout he won in a 
poker game is hers. b3cause it is re- 
mote and there will be less chance 
of friction with neighboring cattle- 
men over the sheen. Poily becomes 
disgusted with the property she 
thinks is hers, and accents the offer 
of a gambler, who is aware of the 
situation, to sell out. Autry is framed 
to get him out of the way. but, with 
the aid of Burnetie, breaks out of 
jail and arrives in time to straighten 
everything out and win the girl. 

Autry has the Saddle Pals to help 
with the delivery of the numbers 
written for him. and also sings the 
title number, ‘Springtime in_ the 
Reekies,’ 

‘Dialog is okav. as is direction, but 
photography at times is blurry. 


THE RAT 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Nov. 11. 











Radio Pictures release of Imperator Film 

Production, Stars Ruth Chatterton, Anton 
Walbrook. Preduced by Herbert Wilcox, 
directed by Jack Raymon’. Adapted from 
play of some name by Ivor Novello and 
Constance Collier; camera, F. A, Young. 
At Piecadilivy, London, Novy. 10, "37. Run- 
ning time, 72 mins. 
DOB. oc Se ectesecsatescaea's Ruth Chatterton 
The Rat....ccccscccccccseed Anton Walbrook 
OAS sd. ccncdcescesedocserssccetis Rene Ray 
Marguerite...... ecccccess Beatrix Lehmann 
Mere Colime. coc rcocccccscccesss Mary Clare 
oo) eee «+-..Felix Aylmer 
WISER in dc s 4s 60 v0 ce ecceees- Hugh Miller 
ROME. co cccecvcsccccceseécoes. NaGING March 
Pierre Verdier....... eocceces George Merritt 

Butler. oc cacccevccccccececsees J. H. Roberts 





With two such stellar names as 
Ruth Chatterton and Anton Wal- 
brook, the spoken version of ‘The 
Rat’ should have some drawing 
qualities for lights in American pic- 
ture houses. Over here, where both 
stars are well known through their 
recent picture appearances, the film’s 
chances are much greater, because it 
was produced as a play in the.West 
End -13 years ago by Ivor Novello, 
who was starred in it, and later ap- 
peared in a silent film version. 

Present production isn’t all that 
might be wished, but has an ade- 
quate cast of West End stage names 
and the direction and photography 
are straightaway work without any 
resort to frills or furbelows. 

Story is claptrap melodrama about 
a handsome apache, whom the 
women cannot resist. One of the 
gang is about to be guillotined and 
sends for him, begging him to look 
after his little daughter. He takes 
the girl to his garret, where she 
makes a home for him. One night 
he encounters a woman of more 
means than morals, Ruth Chatterton. 
who falls in love with him and sends 
her protector away. In a pique the 
discarded lover goes to the garret 
where the young girl is and attempts 
to assault her. Young apache (the 
Rat) enters just as the girl shoots 
the man in self defense, coincident 
with the arrival of the police, 

Girl is arrested and on being 
charged with murder the Rat gives 
himself up, confesses he did it and 
is willing to die for the little chei-ld. 
In an effective court room scene the 
lady of means, sans morals, testifies 
the Rat couldn’t have done it be- 
cause he had spent the night with 
her. Consternation in court, jury 
retires and brings in verdict apache 
not guilty but young girl convicted 
but with extenuating circumstances 
-— y gen _ year in prison. 
Piece finishes with the Ra is- 
ing to wait for her. on 

This differs somewhat from the 
stage version, but the alteration is 
an improvement for present day 
filmization. In these days of scarcity 
of quota pictures of quality, this one 





Smiley Bur-.| 


Mary Lou Lender, J. Farrell Macc: 
Fuzzy Knight. Directe? by Howard rr: 


arat 


nald, 


erton. Story and screenplay by John T 
Neville. Camera, Arthur Martinelli: eqic 
tor, Donald Barratt. In Projection Room, 
N. Y., Nov, 18, ’37, Running time, 71 mins, 
DoD se See John Arledge 
Julie Williams .......... Mary Lou Lender 
Calvin Williams......J. Farrell Mac jdnald 
ih yn, METET Pond rere Te eeeesesFuzzy Knight 
Bucdy Williams ...ccccceess Jimmy Ev tler 
a ee oe See eoceeess+Harry Worth 
DN aces b Con sbdvdsodders Matty Roubert 
SUED a vidde madas bdD ee eRe sk William Hunter 





County fair racetrack background 
which hasn’t much merit, but will do 
as a second-stringer. It’s one of those 
|not very good, not very bad pix 
which lands somewhere in between, 
| Acting and directing are quite rou- 
tine and treatment of the story isn’t 
| anything remarkable, though it picks 
up at the finish with the final race, 

Stoty has a gang dope a jockey’s 

horse and win a race bv claiming a 
foul. Results in jockey’s suspension 
and his taking off to a farm. Here 
| John Arledge as the jockey and his 
pal, Fuzzy Knight, as the groom, sign 
|up to do chores. Former meeis up 
| with Julie, the farmer’s daughter, 
played by Mary Lou Lender, and 
| there you have romance. Despite her 
| old man’s objections, the local farm 
|plug, Raimbow, is entered in the 
county fair race, wins the grand, 
and pays off the mortgage. Not how- 
ever, before J. Farrell Macdonald, 
the papa, has revealed himself as an 
old so-and-so, Dirty work by the 
doping gang is foiled at this race and 
papa is reconciled to racing and ro- 
mance. 

Pic includes several attempts at 
comedy which are hackneyed and 
hammy. Best performance is given 
by Rainbow, which is a fine nag and 
runs a great racé at the end. 





Life, Loves of Beethoven 


(FRENCH MADE) 
(WITH MUSIC) 


World Pictures 
duction. *Stars Ff 


elease of Generales pro- 
rry Baur. Directed by 





Abei Gance. Scenario and general pro- 
duction by Abel Gance; editor, Marguerite 
Beague; dialog, Steve Passeur; music di- 
rected by Louis Masson; camera, Robert 
LeFebvre and Mare Fossard, At Sdith St. 
Playhouse, N. Y., week Nov. 20, ‘37. Rune 
ning time, 80 mins, 

Ludwig van Beethoven........ Harry Baur 
Therese von Brunswick....../ Annie Ducaux 
Juliette Gulicciard)...cwcccccceccs Jany Holt 
PICU oc cdc céiepenscasesd Pauley 
OCs. “SUE 5 6.4.063.6 0 oe aweesd Debucourt 
Count Guicciardi........ Lucien Rozemberg 
Countess Guicciardi.......... Yoland Lafon 
| Rs Srey ere Lucas Gridoux 


| 
| 
| 





(In French, With English Titles) 


| An imaginative, but logical, screen 


| story intended to portray the sirug- 
gles of Ludwig van Beethoven, the 
|composer, holds considerable b.o. 
| promise for arty theatres and houses 
having patronage that appreciate 
French-made features. Gripping por- 
trayal by Harry Baur, as Beethoven, 
goes far in making up for absence of 
movement, lack of humor and some 
acting deficiencies. For music lovers 
and musical societies it’s a natural. 

Production guidance, scripting and 
directing have been entrusted to 
capable hands of Abel Gance. It’s 
unfortunate that he did not have the 
work split up, if only to secure bet- 
ter change of pace. As it stands, the 
author-director has painted a grim 
version of the musician-composer’s 
struggles, his disappointment in love, 
despair over going deaf and the triv- 
ial incident that prevented the re- 
union with his first sweetheart. The 
man’s death in poverty at the mo- 
ment of greatest acclaim is the pro- 
duction’s highl‘ght. 

Ingenious story-relating touches 
credited to Director Gance help. 
Thus, when Beethoven first discov- 
ers he is losing his hearing, sound 
has been effectually used to depict 
how he is unable to hear customary 
music, the storm, street cries, etc. 
And various crucial points in his 
career are employed to illustrate 
that they swayed his musical composi- 
tions or actually were responsible 
for their creation. An example is 
his almost deranged garbling of the 
wedding march, played at his rivals 
Marriage ceremony. Producer in- 
terprets it as the death march of 
Beethoven's hopes; thus becoming 
the Funeral March from his ‘Eroica’ 
symphony. 

Acting honors are absorbed almost 
entirely by Harry Baur. His is a 
skillful interpretation of the master’s 
many disappointments in life. Makes 
a Vivid picture of the man who final- 
ly lived only for his music. Annie 
Ducaux easily is the top femme 
player, as the disappointed girl who 
eventually wins the composer's 
heart. Youthful and pretty, this 
personable miss has _ considerable 
thespian ability. Jany Holt, cast as 
the Juliette who ignores Beethoven's 
suit to marry a count, at times is 
fascinating, but often strives too 
hard. Her final effort to make up 
for his earlier mistake is her best 
moment. Surrounding cast is re- 
markably effectual. 

Camera work of Robert LeFebvre 
and Marc Fossard is superb. Picture 
is splendidly mounted, only occa- 
sionally lapsing into inexpensive 
sets. Large cathedral wedding scene 





should clean up in Britain. Jole. 


is impressively staged. Wear, 
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OLD WYOMING TRAIL 


(WITH SONGS) 


* bia production and release. Fea- 
tos Charles Starrett, Donald Grayson, 
Barbara Weeks, Dick Curtis and Edward 
Le saint. _Directet by Folmer Blangsted, 
Story, J. Benton Cheyney; adaptation, Ed 
Karl Repp; film editor, William Lyon; pho- 
tography, Allen G. Siegler. - At Central, 
X. ¥,. dual, week Nov, 19, ’37. Running 
time, 56 mins, 

tteTson...+++e+ eee+-Charles Starrett 
jo fee évccuseces eocceceess-DVonald Grayson 
Elsie Halliday..\.......--..Barbara Weeks 
Ed Slade....-- eSecccevoscscces Dick Curtis 
Jeff Halliday.......++..--Edward Le Saint 








A Western of conventional pat- 
tern, ‘The Old Wyoming Trail’ has 
the benefit of a fast-moving story, 
lots of action and good performances. 
It also possesses song value, action 
including two numbers of Western 
flavor that are sung entertainingly 
by Donald Grayson and, as billed, 
the ‘Sons of the Pioneers.’ Author- 
ship of the songs are not credited. 
Where the Westerns are liked this 
one won't go wanting. Charles 
Starrett. good he-man type, has by 
now built up a following that should 
also count. 

Barbara Weeks, fairly well known 
thourh not through horse operas so 
much, is another element of value 
‘Old Wyoming Trail’ boasts. She's | 
not like most prairie heroines but, 
as in most all cases, her part is of 
lesser importance. Love interest has 
boon well developed, however, even 
though this picture 1s another that 
ir~'udes a kidnaping. 

Plot revolves around the efforts of 
a bunch of heavies to acquire a 
ranch through which, they have | 
learned, a railroad is to be built. The | 
story has them stopping at nothing 
but along with it there is much ac- | 
tion. Two A-l fist fights are high- | 
lichts. Starrett and Dick Curtis do 
anything but pull their punches. A | 
dance seauence is given a little too 
mech footage. 

More than the average was bud- 
geted to turn this one out, it’s ob- 
vious. Char, 


DIE FLEDERMAUS 


(‘The Bat’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Nov. 8. 


Tebis-Imagoton Film production and re- 
lease; from the operetta by Johann Strauss; 
scripters, W. Wascermann and C. H. Dil- 
ler; artistic supervision, Hans H. Zerlett; 
director,. Paul Verhoeven; music arranger, 
Alois Melichar,. conducting the Berlin Phil- 
harmonic: camera, Bruno Mondi; dances, 
Sabine Ress. At Capitol am Zoo, Berlin, 


Noy. 2, '37. Running time, 104 mins. 

Biatia Welmel. scctsecccasvece Lida Baarowa 
EOD Ws i sds: ccancceecess Hans Sohnker 
Hanni, maid servant.......... Friedl Czepa 
WORTIR 6 icc cnccccccceccece Georg Alexander 
PPANG < cc iccoGetscocsecsceces Robert Dorsay 
Dr. Romimel..ccsccocccccccs Herald Paulsen 
RUST. vcccccvovscscesececescss Hans Moser 
Baranole...ccccccccccvesssece Karl Stepanek 








(In German) 


Another hefty investment pic sans 
recuping chances at the wickets 
Bats, bats everywhere till the hero 
near goes batty himself. It’s the day 
of his 300th performance in ‘The 
Bat.’ Hero’s pals kill the bat, the 
dressing-room walls are papered 
with bats and, falling asleep, he 
dreams the operetta from rise to fall 
of the curtain. And this is the catch: 
to get around the difficulties in- 
volved in filming an operetta with 
mostly unmusical talent, the authors 
have tagged on a prolog and epi- 
logs to the ‘Bat,’ which itself pro- 
ceeds in the tenor’s snooze, but with 
the roles filled by friends, relatives 
and servants. 

Action lags, vocal end often irri- 
tates because of the dubbing, while 
the eternal switching of duds and 
roles only makes for heavy-handed 
incongruities. Best scene goes to 
Sohnker, who, finding his spouse in 
the cooler with their chauffeur, 
crashes through the bars which turn 
out to be.only rubber tubes. It’s 
funny business with vocalizing and 
megging tops—but too near the end 
to save the pic. 

Lida Baarova, who was on the 
climb in ‘Patrioten,’ pitches back- 
ward in this with some very stilted 
thesping. As for the terping, she 
shouid shy away from that. For 
those who like their Johann Strauss, 
it’s better to take him neat. 


THE OUTER GATE 


Monogram release of I. KE. Chadwick pro- 
duction, Features Ralph Morgan, Kay 
Linaker, Ben Alexand¢ r, Mdward Acuff. Di- 
rected by Ray Cannon. Story and adapta- 
tion, Laurie Brazee; film editor, Carl Pier- 


'on it. 


| favor 





son: photography, Marcel Le Picard. , At 


Central, N. Y., dual, week Nov. 19, ''37. 
Running time, 62 mins. 

CPBS BOAO e. Siccyceves 00s Ralph Morgan | 
De 2 ee ae oy Kay lLinaker 
Rob FPN 5 406054440045 0453% Ben Alexander 
Todd SUsENbR4 0 Onde Ohbdenesees > Edward Acuff 
NO Siva sabes erieckes. Charles Brokaw 





A programmer of fair merit that 
will satisfy as the No. 2 feature on 
double bills. In stands of lesser im- 
portance it may be coupled, as here, 
with a Western or some other pic- 
ture on the supporting end. 

I. E. Chadwick has given ‘The 
Outer Gate’ moderately substantial 
production but the lavish estate 
backgrounds that form a part of the 
action are too remindful of a city 
park. Otherwise the backgrounds | 
are creditable, including night club | 
sequences, other interiors and some | 
outdoor shots, apparently from news- 
reel files, of a chain gang at work. | 
While no locale is established. the | 
chain gang color. plus a southern | 
tvpe colored butler. would suggest | 
it’s somewhere in Dixie. That's un- | 
imbdortant to the story, however. 

Performances are good on the’ 








whole and the dialog listens fairly 
impressively but Laurie Brazee’s 
story is founded on a rather unrea- 
sonable plot and through its fault, 
or the direction by Ray Cannon, the 
picture becomes quite draggy near 
ihe.end, albeit it picks up strong for 
the last stretch of footage. A little 
bit on the preachy side at times, Bra- 
zee’s yarn concerns the determined 
Vindictivéness of a bookkeeper 
against the boss, father of the girl 
he admires, who prosecutes him for 
a theft he didn’t commit. Except for 
the prison scenes, which are good, 
much credit for cell sequences going 
to Edward Acuff, the action con- 
cerns the doggedness of the ex-con- 
vict to get even with the boss de- 
spite that latter bends over backward 
to right the wrong that was done. 
Picture takes some time in getting 
down to cases. Carl Pierson could 
have cut more out of the second 


kalf, although the running time, as | 


standing, is only 62 minutes. 


Ben Alexander and Kay Linaker | 


are paired. Former a good type as 
the man who was wronged with a 
prison sentence. Alexander playing 


| it for all of the bitterness the part 


contains though not going overboard 
Miss Linaker impresses fa- 
vorably. She has a good dramatic 
scene toward the finish when she is 
pleading for her father with Alex- 
ander. Of comedy there is little. 
Acuff bears that small burden excep- 
tionally well. He’s going to be heard 
from in better pictures than this 
one. Ralph Morgan plays the father 
in his accustomed set manner. Some- 
times the script has him becoming 
too talky. Char, 


King Smiles—Paris 


Laughs 
(‘Der Postillon von Lonjumeau’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Viennese Film release of Carl Lamac 
production for UFA. Stars Leo Slezak,, 
i.ucie Englisch, Rose Stradner, Willy Eich- 
berger. Direc.ed by Carl Lamac. From 
old operetta by Adolf Adam; cameraman, 
Kdward Hoesch. At S8Sth S:. Garden, 
N.'Y., week Nov. 20, ’37. Running time, 
YL iins. 

Konig Ludwig XV....... Alfred Neugebauer 
Marquise de Pompadour..... Thekla Ahrens 
Grat Go TMOG scsi cccsescsscesse Leo Slezak 
Chapelou, Postillon....... Willy Eichberger 
BIRO oo e405 008.860 VERN OC eU eae Rudolf Carl 
PAT Cr ree Lucie Englisch 
Madelaine.........ee.ee.+0..- hose Stradner 
Marquis de Curcy..,eceeess Richard Eybner 
WME k 6 0:65 06% 5 0 6506050504 00 Josef Furtner 
Balletmeister......cscces Tibo Von Halmay 
POM OIIOEOE 66s cccecovessios Fritz Imhoff 
PEGG  “ROUCNO s cctccccedecesscé Hans Thimig 
Wachtmeister . .oscscassisscsecs Carl Hauser 


(In German, with English Titles) 

Star-studded musical is a cinch for 
the German market at home and 
what there is left of it outside the 
confines of Hitler’s backyard. If 
Deutsch films were not in the dis- 
encountered nearly every- 
where but home, film could be 
counted to bring in considerable b.o. 
what with the English titles and gen- 
eral understandability and accepti- 
bility of the story and production. 

Story is laid in France during the 
reign of the ridiculous Louis mon- 
archs. It is possible that the Ger- 
mans took added liberties with the 
behavior of that period in making 
the court and its people appear even 
more silly. It’s just an added tickle 
for natives and does not detract from 
completely enjoyable release. It’s 
packed with laughs (some of which 
are lost in translation), action, music, 
singing and festive gaiety, all dear 
to the Central European hertz. 

Has plenty of attraction despite its 
datedness. Characterizations, of 
course, help put it across so well. 
Unlike many costumed yarns, it lags 
very little. A 10-minute scissoring 
is about all that’s needed. Leo Sler- 
zak, Miss Englisch and Rudolf Carl 
are responsible for making a good 
comedy out of a good musical. Eich- 
berger’s voice nicely ups latter end. 

Inadvertently, Eichberger, stage- 
coach driver of a little hamlet, is 
ushered into fame as a singer and 
rushed off to Paris on his wedding 
night. Designing Mme. Pompadour, 
in search of a paramour, misleads 
his young wife into remaining in the 
sticks and then the fun _ begins. 
Dually identified as his wife and the 
Countess Latour, Rose Stradner 
(now in Hollywood for Metro) gives 
him a merry chase while competing 
with the now famous femme cake- 
eater. Alf ends well when he learns 
of the harmless duplicity and takes 
his wife back to Paris. Whole thing 
is engineered by Count Latour, ex- 
iled by Pompy, but who returns with 
the wife and thwarts things of which 
she cannot openly speak. : 

Rudolf Carl and Lucie Englisch, 
as comic friends of the singer and 
his bride, are perfect in the roles, 
supplying a ream of guffaws with 
their inane patter and antics. Leo 
Slezak, top name with natives, han- 
dies the sly old gent of subtle quips 
equally well. Romancers, Eichberger 
and Miss Stradner, also plenty oke 
in their spots with man handsome 
in looks and voice, another possi- 
bility for Yanks. 





P. A. with Jurisprudence 

Bill Chambliss, attached to the 
home office publicity. department of 
£0th-Fox, has been admitted to the 
bar. He was sworn in during the 
past week at the Appellate Division, 
Brooklyn. Chambliss is a graduate 
of Columbia and holds both an A.B. 
and an LLB degree. 

He declares he has no immediate 


| plans to engage in the practice of | 


law. 


Feu Matthias Pascal 


(‘Late Matthias Pascal’) 
(FRENCH MADE IN ITALY) 


French Motion Picture Corp. 
General Produetinns film 


release of 
Stare tea Miran- 


da, Pierre Bldnchar; features Catherine 
Fonteney, Le Vigan. Directed by Pierre 
Chenal, «Adapted from Luigi Pirandello’s 
novel of similar title by VDierre Chenal, 
Christian Stenget and Armand Saltcrou. 
Dialog by Koger Vitrac; camera, Mund- 
viller and Bac; musical director, Jacques 
Ibert. At Cinema de Paris, N. Y., week of 
Noy. 19, '37. Running time, 83 mins. 

Mathias Pascal. ....cccccese Pierre Blanchar 
Prine és odhb00 bees sos Ginette Leclere 
gy | ere Isa Miranda 
UME 0.4.4.6 025 bbe Condes kdbepte'audsee Sinoel 
BM CORDOTOIS. oo. cca deecceceesssc ene Dee 
Papiano....... peeesee .Le Vigan 


Vve Pescatore Catherine Fonteney 


(In French, with English Titles) 





sion of Luigi Pirandello’s w.k. 


acting, photography, direction 
fundamentally, a good story. 
tion shows the Gallic finesse of 
Pierre Chenal, who is also respon- 
sible for ‘Crime and Punishment,’ 
| filmed several years ago. 

| Frustrated and eventual consum- 
| mated love, with a sensitive butter- 
fly-catching dreamer as the hero, 
furnishes the basic plot. In the end 
he surprises everyone by catching 
up with reality and dealin? severely 
with his former abusers. First mar- 
riave goes on the rocks due to over 
much family, so the dreamer leaves, 
intending to go to America. Acci- 
dental success at Monte Carlo tables 
en route brings him back to wit- 
| ness his own funeral, his wife hav- 
| ing given him up for dead. 

Seeing through his bride’s hypoc- 
risy he moves to Rome and assumes 
another name, falling in love’ with 
| the landlord’s daughter in an Italian 
pension. Despite the intense rivalry 
from another suitor on the prem- 
ises, who is also the girl’s father’s 
business partner, he eventually finds 
happiness and starts life anew. This 


and, 


ing new identification papers after 
he returns home where his wife has 
married a former suitor who has 
Citv Hall connections. 

The entire cast gives excellent 
performances. Of most local interest 
is that of Isa Miranda, recently 
signed by Paramount, starring as 
Louise, cbject of Pierre Blanchar’s 
affections. Catherine Fonteney, of 
the Comedie Francaise, does an able 
piece of henpecking as the nasty 
mother-in-law. Pierre Blanchar en- 
dows the sensitive dreamer’s role 
with a very able interpretation and 
ought to be worth Hollywood con- 
sideration. Others in the cast, such 
as Ginette Leclerc, Margo Lion, 
Sinoel and Le Vigon, as well as 
minor characters, give this picture a 
fine supporting cast. 

It’s not going to be too simple to 
peddle this pic, however, as it’s prob- 
ably too classy for the general pub- 
lic. Had a_ considerable success 
abroad. English titles are okay and 
story is clear but as with most of 
this type of pic, much is lost from 
the original version if language is 
not understood. 


Der Zerbrochene Krug 


(‘The Broken Jug’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Nov. 11. 
Tobis-Magna release of K. J. Fritsche 
production, Stars Emil Jannings. Directed 
by Gustav Ucicky. Camera, Fritz Arno 


Wagner, At Ufa Palast am Zoo, Berlin. 
hunning time, 86 mins. 
Weitels ciessscrecccveges Friedrich Kaygsler 
AGOMeccccccerescccee eeccees Emil Jannings 
BRUNE cove iv ncces coeccegcsccs MUR Gistor?g 
Marthe Rull........ ececccess Lina Carstens 
Kive, her daughter........4 Angela Sallocker 
Veit TUmpehs 6. céviccsstcves. Bruno Hiibner 
RUPTOCHE, . MIB Ws 64.6406 ¢0e0 088 Paul Dahlke 
Brigitte. cscsccccses Elisabeth Flickenschildt 
BOT VANE 054s Cisedesaccioecss Walter Werner 
Balhifg.. 2+ cvirr bevsctdedebeses Krich Dunskus 
§Gisela v. Collande 


Maid-Servants.........? Lotte Rausch 





(In German) 

And all the king’s horses and all 
the king’s men couldn’t put the jug 
together again. Still tougher, they’re 
not going to be able to do much b. o. 
salvaging of the weighty wampum 
sunk into this one-man show. Even 
though all salaries outside of the 
star’s were light and-only one set 
was used with the exception of a few 
street shots, the costs surged to over 
a million, according to excellent au- 
thority. 

As a corpulent guzzler, Jannings’ 
physical portrayal is the last word 
in repugnance. His obnoxiousness, 
however, proves only skin-ceep. All 
that is uncouth and unkempt lies 
only in some daring bits of business 
plus the realistic make-up. For the 
rest, it was Jannings, the intelligent. 
routined thesner with well modulated 





boorish character in question. 


escapade of Adam, magistrate in a 
litle Dutch village. Breaking into 
Eve’s bedroom he is surprised by her 


| beaten, loses his wig and, worst of 
all, smashes the famous antique jug. 


Next morning he is nursing a hang- | 
judge | 


| over when the county court 
| appears on the scene. Adam has to 
| hold court sans his wig. The first 


| ease is Eve’s mother come to find the | 
Adarn tries to vin the | 
blame on the lover but the iudge is | 


jug breaker. 
suspicious, ,and the arrival of a wit- 
ness with,, the, tell-tale. wiz. found 
(under Eye 
Adam’s *uj}} and he leaps through 
the window jnta.the river. _., 

Story offers poorest, kjnd. pf. ma- 
terial for a_picture. nig,ane should 
hit the shel in short order. 





This is a distinguished picture ver- | 
novel. | 
It’s got everything a pic should have, | 


Direc- | 


*bs~brought about through his secur- 


voice and expressive, calculated ges- | 
tures that had nothing to do with the 


Story revolves around the drunken | 


| lover and in making a getaway is | 


4 wingow,., establishes | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Criticizing many of the American films exhibited in Europe as ‘odd,’ but 
conceding a recent ‘improvement in quality which has enhanced American 
prestige abroad a thousand times,’ Mrs. Ruth Bryan Owen Rhode, former 
U. S. Minister to Denmark, in Troy for a lecture, suggested that U. S. pro- 
ducing companies append prefaces to their pictures, especially of the 
‘reform’ type, explaining that they were not typical of the entire United 
States and were meant to correct abuses in America, not elsewhere. Mrs. 
Rhode, in her talk on ‘This Business of Democracy,’ told of the showing of 
a ‘chain gang’ film in Copenhagen. After its screening she said a service 
was held in one of the churches, in order that the congregation could pray 
for American prisoners. Residents of Copenhagen took the view that in 
America ‘justice was a travesty.’ 

Mrs. Rhode granted that U. S. film product is now the best in the world, 
| but deplored the fact that so many of the pictures shown abroad are of 
the heavily romantic and all-action type. In a brief interview America’s 
| first woman diplomat made clear that she was not ‘arraigning’ the nation’s 
press or film industry, but was suggesting less emphasis on the activities 
of ‘public enemies’ and more on that of the ‘average American.’ To many 
| foreigners America is a nation of flagpole sitters, marathon dancers or gang- 
sters, she declared. Our newspaver give too much space to crime, whereas 
those of other countries do not. ‘Can you name any of the ‘prominent crim- 
inals in England today?,’ Mrs. Rhoce asked a reporter. 








Two recent publications on films run the gamut from serious treatment 
(‘Footnotes on the Filmi,’ edited by Charles Davy; Oxford Press, $4.50) to 
a lighter vein (‘The Movies Comes From America,’ Gilbert Seldes, with 
foreword by Charles Chaplin; Scribner's, $3), yet in the latter work is 
quoted the most salient observation on the contemporaneous cinema. It’s 
| credited to the great German art critic, Dr. Erwin Panofsky, now in exile, 
who predicts, ‘If all the lyrical poets, painters and sculptors now living 
, were forced by law to stop writing poetry or producing art, a very small 
fraction of the general public would become aware of this fact. and a still 
smaller fraction would seriousiy regret it. But if the same thing would 
happen with the movies, there would be the most gruesome of revolutions 
within a week.’ : 

To this political observation Seldes observes, ‘It would be a satisfactory 

| conclusion to many of us if the people of the world would overthrow their 
| dictators in order to protect their movies.’ 
Davy’s edited ‘Footnote to the Cinema,’ on the other hand, seriously 
treats with sundry elements of the film—direction, acting, camera, distribu- 
rtitn, production, stories, criticism, ete. Among the anthology contribu- 
tors are Alfred Hitchcock, Robert Donat, Alexander Korda, Alistair Cooke 
(criticism), Sidney Bernstein (British exhib), et al. 





Although others have announced intention of doing a newsreel in 16 
millimeter size, Castle Films apparently has this field fairly well in hand 
because hitting the market with a regular schedule of releases this fall. 
Company supplies in both 16-mm. and 8-mm. size, thereby assuring that 
extra velvet from home users. 

Castle began experimenting with newsreel or what it calls ‘newsparade’ 
subjects last June, when it released prints on the Hindenburg disaster, 
More than 15,000,000 feet of these newsreel topics in silent and sound were 
sold in the first three or four weeks, which doubtlessly started the idea of 
a regular release schedule. However, this is geared and dependent upon 
some outstanding news event, sure of attracting widespread attention. 
Company also handles novelty subjects, sports and travelog subjects for 
the narrow-gauge field. 





Both Look and Life, foto mags, are paying a lot of attention to Holly- 
wood subjects these days. film features occupying prominent space in all 
| issues. Look’s latest stunt was to arrange to use 16 pages of pictures plus 
the front cover for Universal's new serial, ‘Flash Gordon's Trip to Mars,’ 
scripted by Norman Shannon Hall, produced by Barney Saracky and Ford 
Beebe. Pix will be used in four separate issues with four pages in each. 
Hal Herman of U set the details with Gene Heerick and Earl Theisen of 
Look’s Hollywood office. 

Life assigned its bulber, Paul Dorsey, and Roger Crowe, assistant, to 
make a foto feature glorifying Gene Towne and Graham Baker as a pic 
feature on high bracket film scribs, 





Brokerage houses who have been doing arbitrage business with Para- 
mount’s first preferred stock now are watching closely to see what action 
is taken on a dividend for the common. Wall Street traders have been 
able to handle first performance issue with profit because of the conversion 
privilege which permits them to put it into common, This, of course, is 
true only when the proper conversion parity is maintained between the 
common stock price and the current quotation for the first preferred. 

Reason they are watching possible dividend developments is that a com- 
mon divvy naturally would boost the price and possibly readjust the price 
being paid for the preferred. No action on common dividend is seen pos- 
sible until next month or when high officials get back from the Coast, 
And then it will depend on how final quarter earnings are running, 





Current vogue in major publicity depts. is for elaborate pressbooks and 
other fancy releases. Typical examples are the Sherwood Forest Gazette, 
which Warners staff has been @etting out from Chico, Calif., location of 
‘Robin Hood,’ and books Par staff has been doing on all pix, hitting high 
in “True Confession’ rag. 

Latter was reproduction of ‘True Confession’ mag with stories having 
gagged lurid titles over bylines by Al Lewin, Carole Lombard, C!aude 
Binyon, Wes Ruggles, Fred MacMurray, et al. 

Sherwood Forest Gazette is tops fur funmaking, with ads in re lock- 
smiths needed to refasten those famous belts to reassure husbands re- 
turning from the Crusades, and so on, : 





Mireille Balin, whom Metro imported from France, was originally under 
impression upon signing a Metro pact that she was going to make films in 
London. Reason was that she wanted to be near her fiance, Tino Rossi, 
whom 20th-Fox has signed for films. Rossi is a star on French screen and 
radio. 

Twain are being separated in that 20th-Fox will film Rossi in London, 
while Miss Balin is already in Hollywood, where she has started her pic 
career by weeping on shoulders of studio chiefs, lamenting that she haies 
living in Hollywood. As yet Metro doesn’t know the reason why. 

Rossi arrived in New York Monday (22) from abroad, but goes right back 
to London before he can manage a visit west or Miss Balin a trip east. 








Special reel of Danielle Da:rieux doing her stuff before the cameras has 
been put to use at Universal as a model of instruction for ambitious play- 
ers seeking to develop their skill in facial expression. Joe Valentine 
handled the cameras shooting the new French star’s smile and other ex- 
pressions of various moods for the benefit of underlings now being put 
through their paces in the studio dramatic school. Speed Margolies is 
head coach of a group that includes Constance Moore, Eleanor Hansen, 
Gordon Miller, James Foran, Marlyn Stuart, Francis Robinson, Mary 
Brodel and Marybell Currie. 





The stereophonic sound in motion pictures, developed by Electrical 
Research Products, Inc., to prove that depth and actual movement of 
sound is possible in films, was demonstrated last Friday (19) at General 
Service Studios, Astoria, N. Y. Special reel prepared under the direci'on 
of J. P. Maxfield of ERPI showed how such stereophonic sound is recorded 
and reproduced, with examples of how third-dimensional effect in sound 
| may be employed on the screen. New ERPI dscovery was presented at the 
| Society of Motion Picture Engineers meeting last September but not suce 
| cessfully carried to conclusion because of equipment failure. 
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FOUR SINGY, SWINGY, GERSHWIN 
HITS! “FOGGY DAY” - “NICE WORK IF 
YOU CAN GET IT” - “THINGS ARE LOOK- 
ING.UP” - “| CAN'T BE BOTHERED NOW” 
Music by GEORGE GERSHWIN ° Lyrics by IRA GERSHWIN 


DIRECTED BY GEORGE STEVENS 


A PANDRO S. BERMAN PRODUCTION 


STORY BY P. G. WODEHOUSE 
: SCREEN PLAY BY P. G. WODEHOUSE. - ERNEST PAGS <.A.REN 
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Studio Racket Quiz Gets Nowhere 
But Makes Interesting Reading; WB 


Tells Them Off; Casey’s $87,000 Salary 


4 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Investigation of charges of labor 
racketeering in the studios by the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, which had been 
in progress nearly, a week here with 
an ad interim legislative committee 
running the show, exploded with a 
loud bang last week when commit- 
tee members began putting one an- 
other on the pan. 

Sitting was indefinitely adjourned 
after: several sessions had brought 
out a number of interesting facts but 
got nowhere. 

Under pressure, admission was 
elicited from Pat Casey, studio labor 
contact, that he draws a salary of 
$87,000 a year from the Association 
of Motion Picture Producers. In the 
course of his testimony Casey re- 
ferred to Joseph N. Weber, interna- 
tional president of the American 
Federation of Musicians, as ‘the 
finest example of labor leader in the 
American labor movement.’ 

H. M. Warner was a witness at the 
final session, testifying that he left 
the details of studio operations to 
others and that he himself only tells 
them how much money they can 
spend. He said he had personally 
met George Browne, IATSE prez, 
and William Bioff, Browne’s personal 
representative. After some sparring 
on the studio labor situation, Warner 
was asked what condition he would 
like to have prevail, 

‘If you ask me what I like,’ 
Warner replied, ‘I'd like to run my 
own business.’ 

He said Warners has had no labor 
troubles and that he believes a man 
is entitled to earn a living whether 
or not he belongs to a union. 


Favors Just Return 


‘I am very much interested,’ he 
added, ‘in business not being de- 
stroyed by labor because to pay 
labor, business must be successful. 
Also, I am in favor of labor receiv- 
ing a just return for work done.’ 

Casey testified that in the event 
IATSE restores antonomy to studio 
locals, as has been suggested, such 
action would violate the basic agree- 
ment with the producers and there- 
fore producers would have the right 
to withdraw from -the agreement. 

Bioff supplied fireworks at the 
hearing when he testified that IATSE 
has cost the producers $6,000,000 a 
year and that ‘the employers would 
like to see me dead.’ Assemblyman 
Dawson of the investigating commit- 
tee admitted that the inquiry was 
based upon rumor that IATSE ‘is a 
racket.’ 

Robert Montgomery, president of 
the Screen Actors Guild, testified, 
flanked by Laurence Beilenson, SAG 
counsel, Aubrey Blair, SAG biz man- 
ager, and Kenneth Thomson, .SAG 
executive sec. Montgomery said that 
in his opinion Bioff’s statement that 


jurisdiction of IATSE was to be ex~ 


tended to all labor elements in film 
biz, including actors and directors, 
was ill-advised. He said he had no 
compjaint to make against IATSE, 
but that SAG was well able to take 
care of its own problems as a bar- 
gaining agency. 
are wide open to’ the committee any 


time. it wants to examine them, 
Montgomery said on finishing his 
testimony. 


‘CIO Chestnut: Puller-Outers’ 


J. W. Buzzell, of the Los Angeles 
Central Labor Council, said that the 
investigation was inspired by busi- 
ness leaders ‘with the idea of de- 
stroying studio labor unions’ and that 
the committee was being used ‘to 
pull chestnuts out of the fire for the 
Committee for Industrial Organiza- 
tion.’ 

‘In my opinion,’ Buzzell said, ‘cer- 
tain phases of ihis investigation were 
inspired by the CIO.’ 

Judge Isaac Pacht, of Pacht, Pel- 
ton, Warne & Black, represented 
IATSE as counsel at the hearings. 

Questioning developed that IATSE. 
checkers at the studios are paid $110 
a week plus $12 a day hotel ex- 
penses. . 





Bowwows On Parade 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Harold Shumaté has been as- 
signed as associate, producer on Re- 
publie’s ‘Dog Show.” 
Courtland Fitzsimmons and Nat 
West are scripting. i, 


J as 


Books of the SAG- 





| WB-MUSICIANS PEACE 
LOOKS OK IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

Prospects for continued peace be- 
tween Warner Bros. circuit here and 
Musicians’ Local grew brighter fol- 
lowing initial meeting last Thursday 
to explore the situation for a binder 
for next year. Both sides wore their 
most conciliatory . attitudes and. 

wed anxiety to do biz without the 
| trouble that caused picketing and 
theatre bands to be pulled out last 
season. 
Real issues weren’t reached, how- 
ever. Chinfest was temporarily 
stymied by disagreement ‘over ful- 
fillment of terms of last year’s cove- 
nant for the nabes. Union claims 
contract hasn’t been satisfactorily 
completed, while Warners maintain 
it has. Item will be threshed out in 
WB h.o. in New York Friday. 
In the meantime, the union came 
to a settlement with the Carman the- 
atre,*indie vaudfilmer. George T. 
Graves, op of the house, agreed to $2 
a week upping for each of the 10 
musicians on 52-week. binder. 
There will be meetings later this 
week with the. Troc and Fay’s the- 
atres to look ‘1to matter of a new 
contract. No trouble is expected. A 
fight may loom, however, later when 
deal is attempted with Max Wilner’s 
Shubert, burley house. 


Wife of E. J. Mannix 
Killed in Auto Wreck 


Palm Springs, Nov. 23. 
Mrs. Bernice Mannix, wife of Ed- 
ward J. Mannix, Metro studio head, 
was instantly killed early last Satur- 
‘day (20) when an automobile in 
which she was riding, driven by Al 
Wertheimer, overturned four miles 
east of here. Wertheimer was se- 
riously injured, but will recover. 
Mrs. Mannix had been playing 
bridge with friends at The Dunes, 
fashionable resort operated by Wert- 
heimer. Around 2:30 a. m., Wert- 
heimer offered to drive her back to 
her hotel in Palm Springs. En route 
Wertheimer was forced to swerve to 
avoid another car, and his own au- 
tomobile left the highway, running 
into the sand. The Wertheimer car 
was upside down when the Califor- 
nia highway patrol arrived on the 
scene, 
Mrs. Mannix was found pinned be 
neath the automobile. 
Infe:1med of the accident, Mannix 
immediately left Hollywood in -a 
‘chartered plane, accompanied by Dr. 











to a gncrtuary in Banning. 

Body was accompanied east. by 
Mannix, John Tobin, Mr. and Mrs. 
‘Spencer Tracy, Howard | Strickling 
and two other: members of the 
family. Burial in Boston. 

High mass was observed in Beverly 
Hills Monday (22) morning, attended 
by industry leaders and Metro play- 
ers. 


Sentry’s $312,500 Suit 


Sentry Safety Control Corp., which 
holds the patents on home talking 
picture machines, filed suit Thurs- 
day (19) in N. Y. supreme court for 
$312;500 against the International 
Projection Corp., alleging breach of 
contract. Sentry alleges that it con- 
tracted to license the defendant cor- 
poration to make talking machines 
which are known .as. ‘Sentrolas’. at 
$5 each. In return, International 
was also to supply $62,500 to estab- 
lish film libraries. Plaintiff failed 
to live up to the agreement and 
Sentry wants $250,000 damages be- 
sides the $62,500 for the libraries. 
Defendant admits -entering a con- 








}it only called for the payment of $5 
for each machine made. It’ only 
made 184 machines, it asserts. 


OL’ DESERT’S GOT "IM . 
Palm Springs, Nov. 23. 
Phil Baker will bed down for the 
winter here with’ frequent trips to 
.the Hollywood studios on his sched- 
ule. Dickering to build or buy a 
dome . here. “\o8 
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Maurice Kahn. The body was taken. 


tract with the plaintiff but claims: 





What! No Banko? 


The Crystal theatre, Brook- 
lyn, tops all giveaways by of- 
fering a combo théatre admish- 
cuffo breakfast for total of 10c, 
patron arrives before 6:45 a.m. 
Theatre opens at 6 a.m. 

Come-on reads, ‘a: free piping 
hot breakfast,’ at an adjacent 
designated coffee pot. No in- 
dication of what. the bally con- 
ceals in line of eats but theatre 
offers usual double feature pro- 
gram—all for a dime. | 


Alger Files RKO 
Report; Cuts R.C. 
Shares to 460,000 


Cutting down the settlement price 
of the Rockefeller Center's $9,150,000 
claim against RKO is the major 
change recommended in RKO’s 
pending reorganization plan, by Spe- 
| cial Master George W. Alger, accord- 

|ing to the latter’s report submitted 
| late yesterday (23) to Federal Judge 
| William O. Bondy. Otherwise the 
|plan is approved practically in toto, 
|and the claims of the old Class ‘A’ 
| stockholders are thrown out. 

| This means early reorganization 
for RKO, as.only the final approval 
of the Court is now awaited to 
finalize the execution of the plan. 

Alger’s report comprises 83 pages. 
His recommendation to cut the R. C. 
claim settlement is as expected. He 
slices this down from the originally 

agreed settlement price of 500,000 
shares of new RKO common to 460,- 
000 shares. His recommendations 
are based on an estimate that the 
new RKO shares wiil be worth from 
$10-$12 per share, slightly higher 
than that fixed by the parties 
in making the original. settlement. 
Thus in money terms, Alger fixes 
the value of the R. C. claim at 
*4,930,000. 

In his report he recommends that 
the claims-.of Edward W. Stirn, of 
Milwaukee, Ivy McPherson, of. Bos- 
ton, and Edward J, Hickey, of Wash- 
|ington, be disallowed. ‘These are 
holders of the old RKO ‘Class ‘A’ 























that 1931 reorganization of the com- 
pany. That was when RCA obtained 
control of RKO. 





Profit: of Columbia Pictures for 
the firs. quarter of the company’s 
| fiscal year held up well compared 
with the initial period of the pre- 
vious year, estimate made last week 
indicated. Net earnings for the 
quarter ending Sept. 30 were esti- 
mated at $147,000, equal to approxi- 
mately 27c per share after preferred 
dividend ‘requirements. This com- 
pares with $129,000 for first quarter 
of !936 or 26cca share after prefer- 
ence issue divvy. 43 

Volumbia’s profit per share was re- 
garded as unusually good in view of 
the fact that the 27c on the common 
was based. on 349,468 shares out- 
standing at this time last year. 








Grainger’s New Trio 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 





versal has been handed three fea- 
tures sch2duled.to roll before the 
first of the year. New ones are 
‘Crime of Dr. Hallett,’ ‘Shannons of 
Broadway’ and ‘Nurse from Brook- 
lyn.’ 

Grainger currently is producing 
‘Deadlocked,’ with Ted Sloman di- 
recting and a © st topped by Fay 
Wray and Ker Taylor. ; 





Perlberg’s Bonus Vacash 


William Perlberg, Columbia’s top 
producer under Harry Cohen, sails 
today (Wednesday) for a six weeks’ 
European vacation at the company’s 
expense, 2as,a bonus, and with a new 
contract in his pocket. 

Has been Perlberg’s first’ time-out 
in two years. 





JACK HOLT’S ‘AFFAIR’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Larry Darmour has started pro- 
duction of ‘A Dangerous Affair,’ Jack 
Holt starter for Columbia release, 


with Lewis’ Coltins directing. 
Beverly, has the top femme 


spot with.Guy Usher and Joseph 
Crehan in. featured supparting roles. 














stock which was not transferred in| 


Edmund R. Grainger’s unit at Uni- 


Altogether the Boys Ask $517,000 





HOLLYWOOD NLRB TIFF 
SHIFTS TO WASHINGTON 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Screen Writers Guild, Screen 
Playwrights and the producers will 
be represented by attorneys at Na- 


tional Labor Relations Board hear- 
ings in Washington, Dec. 1, to de- 
termine a bargaining rep for 
scenarists. 

Leaving for the capital this week- 
end are Walter Tuller, Alfred 
Wright and Milton Schwartz for the 
producers, Leonard Janofsky. .for 
SWG, Neil McCarthy for’ the Play- 
wrights. 


Houston, Nov.- 23. 

Theatrical workers in Houston in- 
dustrial area, organized by the 
C.LO., have been issued a charter 
as United Motion Picture Operators 
and Stage Hands, Local No. 693. 

Officers are George C. Mitchell, 
president; J. H. Naquin, secretary- 
treasurer; G. H. Polf, business agent. 





Judell’s Progressive 
Pix to Stari Prod. Jan. 1 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Progressive Pictures will get go- 
ing in January, and plans first year 
production schedule of 44 features 
according to Ben Judell whe-arrived 
here Sunday (14) after 14 months 
spent on Coast lining things up. At 
present Judell, Inc., has exchanges 
located in Milwaukee, Chicago, St. 
Louis and. Indianapolis. According 
to present plans new . exchanges 
will be opened in Detroit, Kansas 
City, Los Angeles, San Francisco’ and 
perhaps N. Y., latter office also to 
handle foreign rights. 
As yet no production staff has 
been signed, and will not be until 
Judell returns to Coast on Dec, 20. 








BOYCOTT BEERY 


SAG Reprisal Talk, Unless He Pays 
$250 Fine 








Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

‘Screen Actors’ Guild will slap a 
$5,000 finé on Wallace Beery if he 
fails to pay by Nov. 29 a $250 pen- 
alty .recently assessed. Guild Board 
voted the fime when the actor ig- 
nored an equity order to join SAG. 
Actor also allegedly crossed the 
Culinary Workers’ picket lines while 
strike was in progress against the 
Brown Derby here. 

Pointed out a studio apprentice. 
was recently fined $600 for a similar 
offense. L. A. Central Labor Coun- 
cil is preparing to contact locals all 
over the country asking members to’ 
refrain from attending Beery’s pic- 
tures, unless he gets ‘straightened 
out: ; 





Benny’s Chi Charity 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Jack Benny will be guest headliner 
at Chicago’s Own Christmas Party 
at the Stadium Dec. 15. Benny comes 
to Chicago for this benefit, which is 
entirely municipal and non-political, 
as the guest of the city. Paramount 
has arranged shooting schedules to 
permit Benny to make the journey. 

Publicity on the Xmas show, which 
is receiving 100% cooperation from 
Mayor Edward Kelly and Barnet 
Hodes, corporation counsel, is being’ 
handled by Madeline Woods, with 
Irving Levy acting as Mayor Kelly’s. 
personal aide in supervising all the 
actual operations in the production 
of the gigantic show. 

Last year Eddie Cantor making a 
special trip to town to appear at 
this. show. Possibility that the entire 
Benny Jello program and cast will 
shift to Chicago, but that move may 
not be necessary, since the. Christ- 
mas show here takes piace on a 
Wednesday. 








~. 


CUNNINGHAM BACK WEST 

Joe Cunningham, film writer-actor, 
returns to the Coast this week after 
a week’s vacation in Philly, where he 
was formerly newspaper cartoonist. 

Pen and Pencil club, Philly scribe 
organization, tossed a blewout for 
Cunnjngham during his stay. 








| looked 





In Fees on the Roxy Reorg Matter 





Lawyers, brokers, experts and ac- 
countants are asking $612,000,. in 
fees, from the old Roxy Theatre's 
(N.Y.) reorganization, although léss 
than half of this amount is available, 
Unless the court cuts down these 
applications drastically, bondholders 
may get very little, if anything. Fed- 
eral Judge Francis Caffey on Friday 
(19) ‘began ‘hearing on these appli- 
cations. Another hearing 


uled for Dec: 3. 

The applicants spoke long and un- 
blushingly of the labors and the suf- 
fering they had incurred on behalf 
of the Roxy. For representing a pri- 
vate client, owning $5,000, principal 
amount of old bonds, currently sell- 
ing at around $2,350, one group of 
lawyers is asking an award of $2,500. 
Many are asking for disbursements 
twice and three times greater than 
the fees which they seek dddition- 
ally. 

Among the claimants is George W. 
Garsson and: Roemer-Kenny Co., Inc., 
asking for $58,692 as a brokerage fee. 
Carl Erickson is another claiming a 
brokerage fee of $50,952. Garsson is 
a brother of Murray Garsson, one- 
time chief investigator of the Sa- 


is sched- 


' bath Congressional Committee, which 


into realty 
around the country. 

Howard S. Cullman, former trus- 
tee, asks@for $120,000 additional, as a 
final fee presumably in the situétion. 
White & Case, attorneys for principal 
bondholders*- committee, responsible 
for the reorganization, ask for 
$65,000 fees and $1,565 disbursements. 

Proskauer, Rose & Paskus, lawyers 
for the trustee, want $50,000 fees and 
$209 in disbursements. 

Miller, Owen, Otis & Bailly, 
as general counsel to the Lewis H. 
Pounds bondholders’ committee, want 
$20,000, and the Pounds Committee 
itself asks for $23,318 in fees and 
$37,394 in disbursements. This com- 
mittee includes Lewis H. Pounds, 
George Gordon Battle, Simon New- 
man, George W, Retz, Frank Murphy, 
John D. Reilly and A. L. Werner. 

Beekman, Bogue, Leake, Stephens 


reorganization 


& Black, counsel for the committee , 


representing the 5-year 642% gold 
notes, asks for $25,000 fees and $497 
disbursements. 

This commitiee, itself, asks for 
$10,000 fees and $17,297 in disburse- 
ments. The committee includes Louis 
A. Mahoney, Alvin J. Schlosser and 
Frank D., Lisle. 





Fox, Detroit, Fees 
Detrojt, Nov. 23. 
‘Ruling expected this week on 
$346,203 claims for fees in connection 
with reorg plan of Fox theatrerhere, 
following a final hearing Saturday 


{20) on the claims befare George A. 


Marston, referee in bankruptcy. 
Claims against the Colwood Co., 
operating company for the theatre, 
include $47,659 for the bondholders 
protective committee; $40,000 for 
David Muss, Albert McCarthy, Jr., 


and David Flayer, N. Y., attarneys 


representing the bondholders; and 


$25,000 for Freedman, Meyers & 
Kéys, Detroit attorneys. Dave 
Idzal, manager and trustee of the 
theatre, has also asked court for 


‘|fees, in addition to his $200 weekly 


salary and $25 for expenses as man- 
ager of house. 

Reorg of theatre was recently ap- 
proved by Federal Judge Ernest 
O’Brien, with Skounas Bros. as new 
lessee of house. Considerable delay 
has been experienced in turning 
house over to Skouras, but it’s now 
expected: switchover will be accom- 
plished: around .,first of year. 


‘Marco’ Follows ‘Damsel’ 
Into Rivoli for Xmas 


“Adventures of Marco Polo’ (Gold- 
wyn-UA) has been bought by the 
Rivoli, N. Y., to follow ‘Damsel in 








Distress,’ the first Fred Astaire pic- 


ture to play away from the Music 
Hall. Latter opens at the Riv today 
(Wed.). 

' ‘Distress’ is guaranteed four weeks 
at the Riv, this being a condition of 
the booking with RKO. ‘Polio’ thus 
is set for Christmas week, date to 
open being Dec. 22. 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 


Next Ginger Rogers-Fred Astaire 
co-starrer at Radio will be “Change 
Partners,’ temporary title. 

« .+%4 Mark Sandrich will direct. 
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OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIREUTOR MME ,.EVIEWED a 
RELEASE MINS. RY LAtOcer Hi 
SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT Schertzinger GN Musical Cagney-E. Daw Schertzinge yy } 
10/1/37 : MADAME X i J. K. McGuinness MGM Drama Gladys George-W. William Sam Wood 33 S 29 of 
A BRIDE FOR HENRY Mrs. W. Reid Mono Com-Rom Ann Nagel-W. Hull William Nigh 55 9/29 7) 
HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME A. Hornblow Par Rom-Dr Irene Dunne-R. Scott R. Mamoulian 110 1/28 eT 
MUSIC FOR MADAME Jesse L. Lasky RKO Musical N. Martini-J, Fontaine J. Blystone 77 9/15 | 
BOOTS AND SADDLES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-J. Allen Joseoh Kane 59 10 13 
YOUTH ON PAROLE Phil Rosen Rep Melodrama M. Marsh-G. Oliver Phil Rosen 61 10/13 M 
ss LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE H. Wilson 20th Musical Ritz Bros.-P. Brooks W. A. Seiter 80 9/29 
aa CARNIVAL QUEEN Robt. Presnell U Melodrama D. Kent-R. Wilcox Nate Watt 66 11/3 | 
LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA Henry Blanke WwB Biog Paul Muni-G. Sondergaard Wm. Dieterle 123 6/30 
LOVE IS ON THE AIR Bryan Foy WwB Com-Rom KR. Reagan-June Travis Nick Grinde 61 9 15 ; 
T LIFE BEGINS WITH LOVE M. Connolly Col Rom-Com D. Montgomery-J. Parker Ray McCare 2 a J 
10/8/37 RENFREW OF THE MOUNTED A. Herman GN Outdoor J. Newill-C. Hughes yf mong b aha 
PARTNERS IN CRIME Par Par Melodrama L. Gverman-R. Karns Ralph Murnvhy 66 10/20 
SATURDAY’S HEROES Robt. Sisk RKO Football Van Heflin-M. Marsh Elw. Killy 58 9/29 a) 
THE WRONG ROAD Colbert Clark Rep M>lodrama R. Cromwell-L. Atwill J. Cruze 62 10/13 2-8 
LANCER SPY S. G. Engel 20th Drama D. Del Rio-G. Sanders-Lorre G. Ratoff 18 10 6 ; 
ROLL ALONG, COWBOY Sol Lesser 2%th Western Sm'‘th Ballew Gus Meins 55 i 
FAREWELL AGAIN V. Saville UA Melodrama i. Banks-F. Robson Tim Whelan 84 5/19 a 
i MET MY LOVE AGAIN W. Wanger UA Rom-Dr J. Bennett-H. Fonda Logan-Ripley if 
IDOL OF THE CROWDS Trem Carr U Rom-Dr John Waync-S, Bromley Art Lubin 60 ui: 
THEY WON’T FORGET Mervyn LeRoy WB Drama C. Rains-G. Dickson Mervyn LeRoy 98 6/30 a 
10/15 /37 MURDER IN GREENWICH VILLAGE W. MacDonald Col Mystery Fay Wray-Richard Arlen Al S. Rogell 68 11/3 
, Dk. SYN GB GB Drama George Arliss Neill-Howell 81 9/8 
WALLABY JIM OF ISLANDS B. Barsky GN Rom-Dr G Huston-R. Coleman Chas. Lamont 58 
DOUBLE WEDDING J. Mankiewicz MGM Rom-Com Wm. Powell-M., Loy R. Thorpe 85 9/22 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mono Mutdoor O. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury i. V. Willat Z 
WHERE TRAILS DIVIDE R. N. Bradbury Mone Western Tom Keene R. N. Bradbury 59 9/20 
ANGEL Ernst Lubitsch Par Rom-Dr Dietrich-H. Marshall Ernst Lubitsch 9e 9/15 4 
FIT FOR A KING David L. Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown-Helen Mack Edw. Sedawick 13 9/1 ' 
TRIGGER TRIO Sol Siezel Repub Western Three Mesquiteers Wm. Witney Ft 
HEIDI R. Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Temple-Hersholt-Treacher Allan Dwan 85 11/10 ; 
THAT’S MY STORY Robt. Presnell U Melodrama C. Morgan-Wm. Lundigan Sid Salkow 4 
ad OVER THE GOAL Bryan Foy wB Rom-Com Wm. Hopper-June Travis Noel Smith 62 10/8 Hh 
10 ‘22/37 THE AWFUL TRUTH Everett Riskin Col Comedy I. Dunne-Cary Grant Leo McCarey 90 10/20 i 
KING OF SIERRAS M. H. Hoffman GN Western Rex-Sheik (horses) Arthur Rosson ie 
HERF’S FLASH CASEY M. & A. Alexander G Comedy E. Linden-B. Mallory 'uv~n Shores 87 10/20 He 
LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN H. Rapf MGM Com-Dr R. Montgomery-R. Russell G. Fitzmaurice 718 10/20 he 
THUNDER TRAIL Par Par Western Marsha Hunt-Gilbert Roland Chas. Barton 56 9/29 fF { 
BREAKFAST FOR TWO Edw. Kaufman RKO Rom-Dr B. Stanwyck-H. Marshall Alfred Santell 67 11/24 ae 
CHARLIE CHAN ON BROADWAY John Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-Joan Marsh Eugene Forde 68 9/23 t 
STAND-IN W. Wanger UA Comedy L. Howard-Joan Blondell Tay Garnett 90 10/6 ir 
THE PERFECT SPECIMEN H. J. Brown WwB Com-Rom E. Flynn-Joan Biondell Michael Curtiz Rz 9/29 al 
10/29/37 TRAPPED BY G MEN ol Col Melodrama Jack Holt-Wynne Gibson Louis D. Collins 65 11/10 
TEX RIDE“ WITH BOY SCOUTS E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 66 11/3 
CONQUEST B. H. Hyman MGM Hist-Rom Garbo-Charles Boyer Clarence Brown 115 10/27 
FEDE"AL BULLETS Lon Young Mono Drama M. Stone-T, Walker Karl Brown 61 10/27 
THIS WAY, PLEASE Mel Shauer Par Musical Buddy Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey 12 9/15 
THERE GOES THE GROOM A. Lewis RKO Com-Dr B. Meredith-Ann Sothern Joseph Santley 64 10/13 
RIDIN’ THE LONE TRAIL A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele Sam Newfield 56 11/3 
ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN L. Schwab 20th Musical Cantor-T. Martin-J. Lang David Butler 80 10/2 
WESTLAND CASE L. Fox-S. Starr U Mystery P. Foster-Carol Hughes C. Cabanne 62 10/6 
THE GREAT GARRICK M. LeRoy WwB Drama Brian Aherne-de Haviland James Whale 95 9/29 
11/5/37 SWING IT, SAILOR D. Diamond GN Com-Dr W. Ford-J. Jewell Ray Cannon 63 11/10 
THE FIREFLY H. Stromberg MGM Musical J. MacDonald-A. Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/28 
DANGER VALLEY R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
HOLD ’EM, NAVY Par Par Football Lew Ayres-M. Carlisle K. Neumann 62 i1/10 
FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY A. Lewis RKO Com-Rom J. Boles-I, Lupino Ben Stoloff 67 10/20 
\ PORTIA ON TRIAL A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr W. Abel-F. Inescort G. Nicholas, Jr. 72 11/10 
£ DANGER, LOVE AT WORE H. Wilson 20th Com-Rom A. Sothern-J. Haley O. L. Preminger 
GIRL WITH IDEAS Ed. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Pidgeon-W. Barrie Sylvan Simon 70 11/3 
ALCATRAZ ISLAND Cosmo WB Melodrama John Litel-A. Sheridan Wm. McGann 64 10/13 
11/12/37 WLL TAKE ROMANCE E. Riskin Col Musical Grace Moore-M. Douglas Edw. Griffith 
MR. BOGGS STEPS OUT Ben Pivar GN Com-Dr S. Erwin-H. Chandler G. Wiles 67 
THE LAST GANGSTER MGM MGM Drama E. G. Robinson-R. Stradner E. Ludwig 81 11/10 
THE BARRIER H Sherman Par Outdoor L. Carrillo-J,. Parker Les Selander 90 11/3 
LIVING ON LOVE M. Cohen RKO Com-Rom W. Bourne-J. Dunn Lew Landers 60 11/3 
SPRINGTIME IN ROCKIES S. C. Siegel Rep Western G. Autry-P. Rawles Joe Kane 60 11/24 
DANGEROUSLY YOURS Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr C. Romero-P. Brooks M. St. Clair Li) 10/20 
STORM IN A TEACUP Korda UA Rom-Dr V. Leigh-R. Harrison V. Saville 88 9/9 
MURDER IN DIAMOND ROW A. Korda UA Melodrama ~. Lowe-S, Shaw-A. Todd W. K. Howard 15 11/17 
os MERRY-GO-ROUND OF ’38 B. G. DeSyiva U Musical B. Lahr-B. House-Auer irv, Cummings 90 10/27 
ADVENTUROUS BLONDE Brvan Foy wB Com-Rom G, Farrell-B. MacLane F. McDonald 
11/19/37 HOLLYWOOD ROUNDUP Col Col Western Buck Jones Ewing Scott pow 
FRONTIER TOWN Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 
NAVY BLUE AND GOLD S. Zimbalist MGM Football R. Young-L. Barrymore Sam Wood 95 11/17 
NIGHT CLUB SCANDAL Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-Overman Ralph Murphy 
DAMSEL IN DISTRESS P. S. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Burns and Allen Geo, Stevens 100 11/24 
THE GUN RANGER A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-E, Stewart . S. Newfield 
THE DUKE COMES BACK H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr A. Lane-H. Angel-G. Tobin I. Pichel 
SECOND HONEYMOON R. Griffith 20th Com-Rom T. Power-L. Young Walter Lang 15 11/10 
52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson-Carrille H. Young 80 10/6 
IT’S LOVE I'M AFTER H. J. Brown WwB Comedy L. Howard-B. Davia — Archie Mayo 90 7/91 
11/26/37 SHE MARRIED AN ARTIST S. Buchman Col Comedy Boles-Luli Desti M. Gering ee 
' THOROUGHBREDS DON’T CRY H. Rapf MGM Com-Rom R. Sinclair-M. Rooney J. W. Rubin 80 11/17 
t COUNTY FAIR E. B. Derr Mono Rom-Com J. F. MacDonald-M. L. Lender’ H. Bretherton 71 11/24 
EBB TIDE L. * Hubbard Par Drama O. Homolka-F, Farmer Jas. Hogan 91 10/13 
TEXAS TRAIL Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-J. Allen Dave Sellman 
HIGH FLYERS Lee Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Weolsey Eddie Cline 78 11/10 ; 
WILD HORSE RODEO S. C. Siegel Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 
45 FATHERS John Stone 20th Comedv J. Withers-T. Beck Jas. Tialing q 
DINNER AT THE RITZ R. T. Kane 20th Rom-Dr Annabelia-P. Lukas H. D. Schuster 15 11/10 iF 
NOTHING SACRED D. O. Selznick UA Comedy Lombard-F. March Wm.-: Wellman 15 if 
SOME BLONDES ARE DANGEROUS E. M. Asher U Com-Dr W. Gargan-D. Kent Milt Carruth 65 . 11/10 4 
SUBMARINE D-1 L. Edelman we Rom-Com P. O’Brien-D. Weston Lloyd Bacon 100 11/17 : 
12/327 ~~ ALL-AMERICAN SWEETHFART W. MacDonald Col Rom-Com 8. Colton-P. Farr L. Hillyer kaisicgg ; 
BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE Harry Ranft MGM Football J. Stewart-R. Young J W. Rubin i 
BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Rom E. Arnold-S,. Ross-Trent Richard Wollace 85 11/17 i 
TAKING THE TOWN M. Cohen RKO Comedy Fred Stone-D. Vaugnan Edw. Killy # 
GLAMOROUS NIGHT W. C. Mvcroft Rep Musical M. Ellis-O. Kruger B. D. Hurst H 
BIG TOWN GIRL Milton Feld 2%th Melodrama C. Trevor-D. Woods Alfred Werker 11/10 i 
PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE E. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Barrie-K. Taylor S. S. Simon 4 
FIRST LADY H. J. Brown ws Rom-Com K. Francis-P, Foster = —s§- Stan Logan 82 9/1 rit 
12 10/37 THE SHADOW W. MacDonald Col Melodrama R. Hayworth-C. Quigley C. C. Coleman,Jr. 57 at 
BEG, BORROW OR STEAL Joe Cohn MGM Comedy J. Beal-F. Rice-F. Morgan W. Thiele oi 
LOVE ON TOAST E. Cohen Par Rom-Com J. Pavne-S. Ardler FE. A. Dupont 
DANGER PATROL Maury Cohen RKO Melodrama S. Eilers-J, Beal Lew Landers 59 11/24 
COLORADO KID A. W. Hackel Ren Western Bob Sieele-M. Weldon Sim Newfield 
BORROWING TROUBLE Max Colden 29th Comedv J. Prouty-S. Byington Frank Straver 60 11/17 
ADVENTURE’S END U U Spectacle J. Wayne-P. Gibson Arthur Lubin 63 11/17 
Se MISSING WITNESSES Bryan Foy WB Melodrama J. Litel-J, Dale Wm. Clemens 
12/17/37 UNDER SUSPICION Col Col Melodrama J. Holt-K. DeMille L. D. Collins 
; NON-STOP NEW YORK GB GB Rom-MVe! Anna Lee-J. Loder R. Stevenson 72 9/29 
YOUR OWN YOUNG ONES Harrv Rapf MGM Comedy L. Steone-C, Parker C. Dorian 
ROMANCE OF ROCKIES R. N. Rradbury Mono Western Tom Keenr-B. Wallace R. N. Bradbury 
BORN TO THE WEST Par Par Western J. Wavne-J. M. Brown Chas. Barton 
COLORADO KID A. W. Hackel Ren Western Bob Stecle-M. Weldon Sam Newfield 
TARZAN'S REVENGE Sol T.esser 20th Outdoor G. Morris-E. Holm D. R. Lederman 
ACTION FOR SUANDER A. Korda UA Melodrama C. Brook-A. Todd Tim Whelan 
SHE LOVED A FIREMAN Bryan Foy WB Com-Dr D. Foran-A. Sheridan John Farrow 57 11/17 
12 24 /37 NO TIME TO MARRY Nat Terris Col Com-Rom M. Astor-R. Arlen Horry T.angdon 
LOOK OUT FOR LOVE Herb Wilcox GB Rom-Dr A. Neagte-T. Carminati H. Wilcox 
ROSAUIE Wm. A. McGuire MGM Musical N. Eddy-E, Powell-Bolger W. S. Van Dyke 
TRUE CONFFSSIONS Albert “Lewin Por Comedy C. Lombord-MacMurray Weslev Rueeles 85 11/24 
HITTING A NEW HIGH J. L. Uasky RKO. Musical L. Pons-J. Howard-Oakie Raoul Walsh 
THANK YOU, MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Mystery P. Lorre-J. Regan Norman Foster 66 
ADVENTURES MARCO POTS S. Goldwvn UA Rom-Dr G. Coonver-S. Gurie Archie Mavo 
rs YOU'RE A SWEETHEART B. G. DeSylva 7 1902) Mtastedl A. Fave-G. Murphy David Butler 
418 Uw acewass SOVARICH Robt, Lord - WB...» 4-Drama: C. Colbert-C. Boyer » Anatole Litvak 











22 VARIETY 

















STAND-IN’ A STANDOUT AT RADIO CITY MUSIC 


...AS NEW YORK 
CRITICS STAND UP 
AND CHEER! 


The most astonishing picture ever to 
come out of Hollywood .. brightly 
written, cleverly directed, splendidly 
acted ... daring in its realism . . . most 
boldly “inside story Hollywood has 
ever presented about itself . . . bright, 
witty, biting ... Lesle Howard is great 

. gives captivating performance... 
Joan Blondell is skilled foil for him... 
production is handsome, pace is brisk, 
story is smart... merits applause for 


excellence as well as daring. 
Bland Johaneson in Daily Mirror 








A behind-the-scenes story that is truly 
astonishing . . . keen and sharp-edged 
... wit, drama, comedy . . . first time 
Hollywood has held a mirror up to itself 
... superbly done . . . one of best char- 
acterizations Leslie Howard has ever 


given on the screen. 
—Kate Cameron in Daily News 








high-spots of season . . . shrewd blend 
of satire, fact and fiction . . . smartly 
written, acted and directed . . . hugely 
amusing behind-the-scenes picture of 
land of glamour and make-believe . . . 
Mr. Howard's best screen work .. . Miss 
Blondell checks in delightful perform- 
ance . . . hilarious lines and sparkling 


incidents . . . it's grand entertainment. | 
—Rose Pelswick im Journei and American 















1 Genial, pleasant comedy . . . spinning 
smoothly all the way . .. Mr. Howard 
does nobly . . . stand-in curvaciously 
personified by Miss Joan Blondell . 


—Frank $. Nugent in The Times 








"Stand-In" is required seeing for all 
those who lapped up "A Star Is Born" 
... very amusing... drama with a spice 
of humor . . . comic possibilities well 


realized . . . Leslie Howard excellent. 
—Archer Winsten in The Post 


Ribald and laughable entertainment . . . 
Leslie Howard excellent as hero... 
Joan Blondell adds to merriment... 


genuinely amusing and diverting. 
—William Boehne! in World-Telegram 





Definitely entertaining . . . a tour-de- 
force ... antic situations and funny lines 
... Sobs as well as laughter . . . Leslie 
Howard and his assistants have made 


the most of their acting opportunities. 


— Howard Barnes in Herald Trioun@ (ap to! 
| Io 
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BANKER GOES HOLILYWOOD......... 
BEAUTIFUL STAND-IN GOES FOR BANKER! 


The author of “Mr. Deeds” takes you be- 
hind the scenes in Hollywood for laughs 
and romance...and it’s grand fun! 


WALTER WANGER 
presents 


LESLIE JOAN 


with 


UMPHREY BOGART 


ALAN MOWBRAY + MARLA SHELTON 


C. HENRY GORDON «+ JACK CARSON 


Directed by TAY GARNETT 
Screenplay by GENE TOWNE and GRAHAM BAKER 


From The Saturday Evening Post story by Clarence Budington Kelland, author of 
“Mr. Deeds Goes tc Town’ 


Released thru UNITED ARTISTS. 
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98,000 Throwaways 
St. Louis. 


exclusive tieup with the 31st 
ae St. Louis Auto Show that at- 
traced more than 70,600 persons 
enabled Harold ‘Chick’ Evens, man- 
ager, and Jimmy Harris, publicity 
director at Loew's to distribute 10,000 
9x12 circus style circulars and the 
planting of a 40x60 A board at the 
entrance to the arena, where the 
show was held, for one of the high- 
lights of an exploitation campaign 
for ‘Vogues of 1938.’ Another was 
three cooperative ads obtained from 
the town’s largest department stores 
and a fourth from the local I, Miller 
Shoe Co., whose shoes were used in 
the pix. 

Through a tieup with the A&P 
retail grocery store chain 88,000 
812x112 Thanksgiving special cir 
culars, one side of which was de- 
voied to theatre copy, were dis- 
tributed throughout the burg. The 
grocery chain paid 50% of the cost 
of printing the circulars and 100% 
of the door-to-door distribution. 
Evens and Harris also planted 12 
displays of merchandise used in the 
pix in downtown department stores 
and had other hookups whereby 
streamers of Warner Baxter and his 
pipe were used in cigar stores and 
Calox tooth paste streamers in 300 
drug stores. The lower half of all 
menu cards used in Walgreen’s drugs 
store chain during the run of the pix 
were imprinted with theatre copy. 





Sends the Carpet 


With the Hollywood studios fend- 
ing off the bulk of would-be visitors, 
there are some who must be greeted 
and given the works. Bob Taplinger, 


of Warner publicity, has devised a| 


novel invitation to be sent these es- 
sential visiting firemen. 

It is a letter-size card pasted to a 
length of red carpet (real) the face 
of the card printed with a greeting 
which starts off: ‘We roll out the red 
carpet for you and bid you welcome 
to the Warner Brothers studio. 
Please call upon us, as we are very 
anxious to play a prominent part in 
making your visit to Hollywood most 
pleasant and s*:ccessful.’ After the 
welter of red tape the out-of-:owner 
encounters, he probably finds the red 
carpet doubly welcome. 

It's an idea that can be adapted 
for exploitation if it is possible. to 
pick up some remnants of carpet 
cheaply. 





Three from N. H. 
New Haven. 


Lew Schaefer landed the town’s 
top bally honors this week with a 
Hollywood premiere for opening 
night of ‘Hollywood Hotel’ stage re- 
vue. An innovation here for a siage 
presentation and it drew a mob of 
gawkers. Troupe arrived at theatre 
in motors, gave a sidewalk fur show 
and chattered individually va 
WBRY. Got the week off to swell 
publicicy. 

Jack Foxe pulled a bit of quick 
thinking for a gag on ‘Double Wed- 
ding’ at Poli’s. Spying an _ oui-of- 
state trailer in a nearby parking lot, 
Foxe made a deal with the owner, 
who spent three days parading the 
town with a banner reading ‘See 
life in a trailer with Powe!l and Loy 
in ‘Double Wedding’ at Poli’s. 


Ben Cohen created a stir at an/| 


Arena hockey sellout by slipping 
heralds into regular programs. 
Sheeis were a tiein with ‘Game That 
Kills,” hockey vic playing the College 
and carried copy about ‘See a real 
hockey grudge battle.’ 


Looking Ahead 


Looking ahead to tougher times, 
the M. & P. theatres, Boston, has 
issued an eccnomy manual to ali 
member houses, suggesting the ad- 
vantage of putting into practice sav- 
ing devices. Some of the sugges- 
tions sound slightly foolish, as the 
offering of a prize to the usher who 
keeps his collar clean the longest 
and thus helps keep down the laun- 
dry bills, but most of the stuff is 
soundly good. 


Most of the stuff was developed 
during the '29 smash, but the ideas 
are just as valuable, and just as im- 
portant today. One does not have to 
be a member of a circuit to conduct 
an economy drive. It can—and 
should—be made a solo effort. 

M. & P. is first over the line, but 


the others will be swinging into line 
presently. 














CONDUCTOR 
VIOLINIST 


2nd Year—Shea’s 
Buffalo 





‘Arno is an excellent showman 
and a very talented musician. 
His direction is always charac- 
terized by showmanship.’ 


—Buffalo Courter-Express 








| Hudson 


crowd of film men. 


‘TAYLOR TOPPER IN 
METRO’S BOER OPUS 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Metro plans to star Robert Tay-- 
or in “They Seek a Country,’ Fran- 
cis Brett Young’s novel of the Boer 
setilement of the Transvaal. Hunt 
Stromberg to produce, Jack Conway 
directing. 

Script now being prepared 
Noel Langley, cameras skedded 
roll soon after first of the year. 





Yaw 
Au 





by 
to 


In News Booms Luxers 


Class trad: roviig a click wth 
neéwsreel+sho1.. theatres appeal ng tc 
Fifth Avenue, Westchester and ritzy 
east side audiences. While turnover 
at outstanding shows may not-eq.:l 
other houses going- infor biz on mass 
scale, both the’ Madison Ave. Trans- 
Luxer and Grand: Central short fea- 
ture theatre have steady patronage 
and regular cl entele. 

Madison house, which grabs the 
carriage trade, is currently repor’ed 
to be doing between $2,000 to $3,000 
net profit monthly. It gets the same 
type of audience thai seemingly docs 
not ob'ect to paying $1 top for a 
single feature at the nearby Plaza. 

While a certain portion of its trade 


is bound to come irom msient puv- 
lic because located in railroad 
station, it obtains a full share of 
class biz from vart Westchester 


commuters who pass thy 
On their way to and from trains. Net 
profit pe: ‘veek is reporied to be 
running om an average of $1,700 to 
$2,0°° House represents an ‘nvest- | 
me.t of around £$80,00. special | 
acoustical and mechanial equipment 
beine required because of vibration 
ins on, 

P. .ularity of newsreelers in sk 
stocking districts is because class 
trade goés more for world events 
than others, according to recent 
check. 


300-seater 





} 





Vassar’s Juliet Cinema 


The Juliet, adjoining Vassar col- 
lege near Poughkeepsie, N. Y., first 
theatre to be built in the whole 
valley in seven years, is 
slated to open Dec. 1, with -house 
dedicated by the president of Vassar. 

George Walsh, who will operate 
for Paramount, and George Kav- 
anaugh, his aide de camp, were in 
New York Monday (22) setting de- 
tails on the opening. If unable to 
rush the opening by Dec. i, Walsh 
may postpone until after the 
Christmas holidays, since Vassar will 
be empty over those two weeks. 


Tieatre Changes 


Buffalo. 
Dewey Michaels, operator of the 
Palace (burlesque), to construct a 
new piciure theatre in the North 
Park seriion, to be started before 
Jan. 1. House will seat 1,000, 














San Antonio. 

Strand. Bastrop, Tex., has been 
sold to Jack Wright of this city by 
M. S. Mozola of Smithville. 

Van Chamberlain, exhibitor of 
Freer, Tex., was fined $250 in Hous- 
ton recently when he ran afoul of 
the copyright act. 

G. H. Brooks, ex-showman of 
Alice, Tex., for the Hall Industries. 
had pleaded guilty of embezzlement 
and theft. before Dist. Judge L. 
Boeter. Was sentenced to two years 
in the pen. 


Salt Lake City. 
Charles M. Pincus, manager of the 
Capitol theatre here, replaced Hold- 
en Swiger, resigned, at the Utah 





Bingo Drops B.0O.’s 











(Continued from page 7) 





| rated with P.A. systems. At the 
| American Legion, pioneer game here, 
| the crowd which was easily seated 
on one floor last season has swelled 
to fill three floors to overflowing. 
The Moose is using two floors and 
other games are showing weekly 
gains. 

Legior operators announced this 
week ic1t 50 turkeys will be the 


Thalberg Estate Cut by Taxes To 
Net of $2,244,000; Shrewd Investor 





Hollywood, 

Executors’ report of the 
value of the Irving G. Thalberg 
estate placed the gross value at 
$4,469,013, which has been virtually 
cut in half to a net of $2,244,000 by 
Federal and _ state deductions, 


Nov. 23. 
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awards on specials in a pre-Thanks- 
giving game with provisions fo: an- | 
other 50 birds the following night if} 
the demand warrants. Birds will | 
all be prizes in ‘specials’ run off at a 
premium after rezular 20 games 
cluded in two-bit are 
off, 

Several games here last year, in- 
cluding the two majors. were ope- 
rated by outside promoters. Bingo 
languished however, due to the fa.t 
that the boys cut too deep and d'shed 
out too little on the prize side. This 
year, with the tricks of the art 
memorized, the pros were advised 
that their serv.ces were not required, 
and the boys are running the games 
themselves. Half of the promoters 
cut is being kicked into the prize pot | 
each week, accounting for the hand-! 
some giveaways. 

Smaller suburban and second run 
houses are feeling the pressure of 
this competition most keenly, the 
Marietta theatre, Mar:etta, goes into 
nightly bingo this week with the | 
games being run off between eae | 
Theatre in New Holland has started | 
bank night and geis credit for being 
the first hous: .o this section to use 
this form of promotion. F:rst run 
houses in the city claim they have 
not suffered sé¢riowsly to date but 
credit the fact to gooo product. Any 
weakness in pictures, they say, may 
shove them into giveaways. 


in- 
run 


admish 








Bingo K.O’d in Cleveland 
Cleveland, Nov. 23. 


Every bingo cafe here took a biff 
betwéen the eyes when Julius Gold- 
stein and David Spisek, owners of 
the Tri D’Or, lost their test-case in 
an effort to break police ban on the 
indoor sport. Jury ruled they were 
guilty of operating a gambling game, 
but their attorney is asking for a 
new trial, 


If appeal is turned down, it will 
spell curtains for about 475 bingo 
parlors with suspended activities 
when Safety Director Elliot Ness is- 
sued edict against them. Police 
offcial began crusade after hearing 
that racketeers were cutting in, de- 
manding a commission from opera- 
tors as protection fees. 


Corn-board promoters who own 
several spots are desperately pulling 
every wire to get game legalized. A 
councilman slyly attempted to slip 
through an ordinance favoring it but 
the hot-potato was sidetracked. 





Nebraska Nixes Games 
Lincoln, Nov. 23. 

Less than a month after bank 
night was booted from Nebraska by 
the supreme court Attorney General 
Hunter this week placed a lottery 
ruling clamp on operation of bingo | 
an screeno games. Last action is of 
greater breadth than © snk night, 
since it was frequently used by 
churches and clubs in fund raising 
activities, 1s well as in theatres. 

That the state intends to abide by 
the court’s lottery decision was made 





impressive this week, when the 
Holdrege, Neb., Sun theatre an- 
nounced intention of giving away 


some diamond ring prizes, and was 
met with a closing threat on lottery 
grounds by County Attorney Aten. 





Theatre Raided for Banko 


| rails, 





Newark, O., Nov. 23. 


Frank King, manager, and Joseph | 
Hockenberry, asst. manager of the | 


Midland theatre, are at liberty on 





theatre. Pineus will take over man- 
agerial reins of town’s newest house, 
Centre, latter part of December. 
John Krier moves in Pincus’ post} 
at Capitol. 





“kiahoma City. 
in Griffith circuit an- 
nounced home office this week 
include Paul Cornwell from Or- 


Changes 


by 


$100 bonds, charged with operating 
banko. House was raided by police 


carrying out Common Pleas Judge | 


Frank E, Slabaugh’s ‘No Gambling’ 
order. Equipment used in connec- 
tior. with the alleged banko was con- 
fiscated. Police said the theatre was 
to give away $550 in prizes in the 
first announced night since July. 





pheum at Okmulgee to Melba at 
Guthrie; James O'Donnell. from, 
Melba to Rivoli, at Blackwell; Fred | 
Brewer from Rivoli to Tall Chief. 
Fairfax, and Thurston Homan from 
Tall Chief to Aztec, Enid. Homan | 
takes place of Clyde Young recently 
named manager of Greer at Mangum. 


Troy, N. Y. 
Testimonial dinner given at the 
Club Morocco to Leo Rosen on the 
fifth anniversary of his managership 





‘Judge Slabaugh, last July, ordered | 
bans on slot machines, pinball ma- 
chines, bingo, bank night, etc. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

Speedy action by United Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners’ arbitration 
board eliminated start of a, game and 
giveaway war among Sogth Philly 
exhibs last week. ! 

Territory at southern ehd of city 





of WB Troy theatre brought out a 


is entirely free of ‘either; bingo or 











dishes, Then, suddenly, three exhibs 


legal and probate expenses, : and 
specific bequests. 

Residuary estate is bequeathed to 
Norma Shearer Thalberg and the 
two Thalberg children in three equal 
trusts. Children are to receive the 
principal of their inheritance when 
they reach the age of 35. 
akdown of the Thaltberg hold- 
ings shed interesting 
policy as an investor. Producer left 
details of these affairs to advisors 
whom he paid for sérvices and then 
heeded the admonitions they gave 
him. Result was that his estate re- 


au 
sa 


jah 
light 


on 


his } 





several years that he was in the top 
income bracket the Government was 
taking a very large share it for in- 
come tax.’ 

Out of the residuary estate, 
$166,000 cash was subtracted to pay 
bequests to William and Henrietta 
Thalberg, decedeni’s parents, and 
irs. Lawrence Weingarten. bis sis- 
ter, besides a number of other reia- 
|} tives including uncles and aunts. 
| Thalberg had set up trust funds for 
| the benefit of his parents and sister 
| amounting to $200,000. 
| His executors are Loeb, Walker & 
| Loeb, Norma Shearer Thalverg and 
| the Bank of America. 








TALISMAN GETS STUDIO 
BACK FROM H’WOOD PIX 


| 
| 


| 


vealed no ‘dead cats’ but was pera 


posed solely of 100% gilt-edved se- 
curities mostly of stocks and bonds | 


,on the big board blue chip varicty. 


No Pix Stock But Loew 
He possessed no picture stocks | 
with the exception of blocks of Loew | 
common and Loew bonds, and his| 
personally-owned, one-third 
of a working stock participation in 


Loew’s, Inc., wiht J. Robert Rubin 
and Louis B. Mayer, appraised at 
$1,100,000. Portfolio showed great 


diversification of holdings, the Thal- 
berg certificates being apportioned 
among quite a number of stand 
utilities and industrials, all 
carefully chosen and bought outright 
for investment. 

Real estate, including residences 
and equities, totaled $300,000. Bonds. 
including a block of Loew’s, worth 
$10,000, were worth $150,000, - 

Although at the time of his death 
estimates of the Thalbers wealth ran 
as high as $12,000,000, Attorney Kar! 
R. Levy, of Loeb, Walker and Loeb, 
who looked after Thalberg’s affairs. 
explained the unexpected low figure 
this way: 

‘It must be remembered that al- 
though Mr; Thalberg earned a very 
large income, he was a young man 
when he died, only 37, and during 
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ise 


share | 





ard 
| Autry 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Tslismen Pictures retained pos- 
sion of its Sunset bou'evard rental 


1 nl.nt from Hollywood Studios, Inc., 


Morday on Federal Court order. 
Hollywood Studios’ lease was held 
forfeited when the outfit failed to 


kick in with $3,000 rental for No- 
| vember. 
John Mechan, Talisman general 


manager, to operate studio. 


Swing Your Partners 
Hollywood, Nov. 23, 
rolled its new Gene 
western, ‘The Old Barn 


on location at Lone Pine 
(21) with Joe Kane direct- 


Republic 


Dance,’ 
Sunday 
ing, 
Bulber for Life magazine accom- 
panied the troupe to location to do 
a two-page spread featuring Autry. 


CAUGHT UP WITH 
Hollywood, Nov. 23, 

Seton I. Miller has been handed 
the script of ‘You Can't Escape Fore 
ever,’ based on Thyra Stabel’s Cose 
mopolitan mag story, for Warners, 

Miller recently completed scrivene 
ing ‘The Valley of the Giants,’ 
Peter Lb. Kyne novel. 
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—Today— 
“LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN” 
—Beginning Thursday— 
For the first time at popular prices, 
JEANETTE MacDONALD 
in “THE FIREFLY” 
with Allan Jones - Warren Wililam 





“HIGH, WaiDE and HANDSOME” 


REVUE 


and N. T. G. 
—STARTING THURSDAY— 
Wm. Powell - Myrna Loy 
in “DOUBLE WEDDING” 
Mn etawn 2. Al Teahon 





SAMUEL GOLDWYN 
Presents 


ui 3 by the authors of 


A S T 0 vee, Buln gs, Ase Mandan 9.8 


B'way 8:45 P.M. Mate. 50c to$1.06 

atasthy Bitzi toe Sect 
decided there might be dough in one 
or the other or both. Two an- 
nounced dish giveaways and another 
a game. Then all the indies in the 
territory stampeded in on the biz 
hypoes. 

UMPTO at this point took a hand, 
calling exhibs into a chinfest. The 
three original bolters were con- 
vinced it would be better for all con- 


cerned to steer clear of such shots 
in the arm. Peace reigns again. 
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POPULAR PRICES 
Mr. PAUL MUNI 
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“EBB TIDE” FRANCES 
LANGFORD 
Oscar Homolka BUNNY | 
Frances Farmer BERIGAN 
Ray Milland 


AND BAND | 
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““Merry-Go- 
Round of 1938” 
—On the Siage— 


Ceokie Bowers 


jth Av. & 50th St. 


ROXY 




















ALL 3 e TO Yost’s Varsity 8 
SEATS 1 P.M. Paul Gerdon 
RADIO 


MUSIC HALL 
“NOTHING SACRED" 


With CAROLE LOMBARD and 
FREDRIC MARCH 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


city 
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“Hello M-G-M 
I’ve heard about the 
ereat Openings on 
‘Last Gangster.’ I’m 
re-arranging my bookings # 
and will give you the best 


| >) 


playing time at my command! 





FROM PRISON 
out THEIR KISSES! 


HIS HAND REACHED OUT 






“SE 
Thrilling 
punch-ful 
national 
ads sell 


tickers! 








Act Fast and Enjoy Business Like This! 


_CHICASO PITTSFIELD PROVIDENCE 
21000 ber than best previous M-G-M! Beats magic ““Maytime™, After Thin Man™ and Sweet opening looks like terrific week! 
other honeys! 
SCRANTON 
& 
$2270 better than theatre's previous high grosser! wae MOINES a L LENTOW N 
: Socks ‘Sara “Libeled Lady” and biggest Dormg “Maycime’’ business. Beats big “Captains 
HARRISBURG B. O. bombshe ells Courageous”, “Good Earth” and other Biggies! 
ond — 
NEW ORLEANS other new high! Beats “Maytime™ by $20, WILLIAMSPORT 
Tops |! ly “‘Libeled Lady” and M-G-M's asd Ea tt “a hous rageous”” by Openin ws biz beats t “Firefly’ f 
avctinnr- tuber! / $1000 each! Aamistice hetider' great “Fire y’’ gross o 


10 out orf First 1O are GREAT! 
(Don’t You Miss The Boat!) 


W 
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AUDITION 2,112; SIGN 





to get their dinner-jackets out. 


programs. 





WMCA Wil Tux Its Spielers 


Along with the proposal WMCA, N.Y., 
into its new studios in January, comes the notification to announcers 
Station 
attired formally when working before studio audiences on night-time 
Receptionist will be evening-gowned after dark, too. 

WMCA wants to lose some of its ‘Broadway’ aura when going into 
its new layout, and new sustaining features being added to the log 
have noticeably a bit more intellectual appeal than formerly. 


_ 


to smarten up when moving 


wishes the mikemen to be 








Bing Crosby-Tom Rockwell Part; 
End Long Personal-Biz Relationship 


Bing Crosby and Rockwell- 
O'Keefe, Inc., 


relations and a series of suits and 


have severed business | 


| Contest 


counter-suits are in the offing. Rock- | 


well-O’Keefe proposes to bring an 
action to recover $33,000 in commis- 
sions from the singer, while the lat- 
ter’s brother, Everett, a Hollywood 
agent, is expected to retort with a 
number of money claims, running 
from split commissions to advances 
made jointly-manrazed ¢ sty. § ~b 
ble, because of its family ifica- 
tions, is without precedent in the 
radio business, and ends the close 
comradeship that has existed for 
eight years between Tom Rockwell 
and Bing Crosby. - 

Involved in the break is a third 
member of the Crosby family, Bob, 
who has been under the management 
of Rockwell-O’Keefe for almost 
three years. Bob has quit the latter 
office and gone with the Music Corp. 
of America. This move, charges 
Rockwell, is a violation of the five- 
year contract which his organization 
has with the Crosby band, a co-op- 
erative setup doing business as Bob 
Crosby-Gil Rodin, Inc. Rockwell 
States that the management contract 
with the latter outfit has four years 
to go and that his organization will 
likely bring a restraining and dam- 
age action against the younger 
Crosby. 

Renewal Dispute 


Rockwell claims that the $33,000 
is due from Bing on salaries he has 


received on his contract with Kraft ‘ 


Phenix Corp. Crosby, according to 
Rockwell, decided to stop paying 
commissions after doing so for four 
seasons on the ground that the con- 
tract which Rockwell negotiated for 
him with J. Walter Thompson, 


agency on the Kraft account, ran out | 


some time ago. Rockwell contends 
that Bing has been working under 
the terms of the original agreemen: 
and that if his commissions were 


| teeler. 





valid after the first year they must | 


be the same until an entirely new 
contract is written or a settlement is 
made. 

Bing Crosby and _ Rockwell- 
O'Keefe have one remaining busi- 
ness association. 


stock interest in Select Music, Inc. 


They hold a joint 


R-O’K js also tied up in a lease with | 


Cresby. 


The booking outfit is a ten- | 


ant in a Hollywood building which | 
the singer owns, with this obligation | 


having two and a half years to go. 


Ben Rocke’s New Show 


Ben Rocke is planning a news 
dramatization program along the 
pattern of ‘The March of Time’ for 
Mutual. 
co-operative sponsorship along the 
lines of the current George Jessel 
Sunday program on MBS, which is 








Show will be offered for | 


bankrolled locally on 26 stations by | 


as many individual sponsors. 

Mutual has okayed 
Project, and the network's sales staff 
will try to peddle the show. 


EVOLUTION? 








*Tastveast 


the Rocke | 


Jesters’ Now to Be 
‘Mustard Melodeers’ 
Gulden Mustard goes on NBC- | 


Blue comm: encing Jan. 4 with a series 
ot Tues. and Thurs. 6:30-45 p.m. pro- 
Srams. 

Talent will be the vocal trio, billed 
‘Mustard Melodeers.’ 


formerly the ‘Tastyeast Jesters.’ 


Threesome | 





CARROLL INTO RADIO 


Air Show Tieup' Brings 
Showman te New York 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Ear! Carroll has been granted leave 
by 20th-Fox, where he is associate 
producer, to talk over a radio deal 


with prospective sponsors in the 
east. Program has a beauty contest 


tieup with cash prizes running up to 
310,900. 

Carroll appeared on a program oe 
week and mentioned the contest as 
Response prompted him to 
follow through. 





Spieler’s Pic Break 


Washington, Nov. 23. 
Arthur Godfrey, WJSV’s ace an- 
nouncer, last week broke the news 


that he ts practically Hollywood- 
bound, with Paramount studios busy 
taking screen tests. 

Godfrey was spotted early last 
month, by Rubey Cowan, visiting 
scout from Par’s studios, as promis- 





ing material for the pix. 


MANY ARE HEARD Na Discs Frank! 


FEW ARE TAKEN 


NBC 
Continue the Forlorn Sift 
ing of Possibilities 


ACTORS’ VIEW 


4 


Networks 


. 
ane CBS apes 


continue patiently to 


| 


hold auditions despite the wretched 


results of 
known 


such tests of 
and 


radio-un 
unestablished 
Latest figures from 
reveal adverse 


staggeringly ratio 


talent. 


NBC and CBS 


| sonality, 


Ss 


between those who apply and those 


who get in. 
Networks least 
least going through the 
keeping the open door. 
even critics, concede, 


are at 


trying, at 
motions of 
That much 
Talent on it: 


S 


part is invariably marked in any and 


all branches of entertainment by 
overwhelming percentage of the 
possible’ mixed in with 
casional ‘maybe.’ 


‘im 


Professionals from vaude, 
clubs and other entertainment field 
continue, however, to criticize th 
networks for 
collaborate or assist the 
promising professionals that come t 
radio. Webs have been 
with redtape, empty, 


the oc 


an 


night 


Ss | 
e 


inability to cooperate, 
admittedly 


O | 


charged | 
spiritless | 


listening without showmanship, ideas, 


alertness. 
reported as something like this: 


‘Miss Jones, your audition was 
an immense success. Everybody 
is convinced you have a great 
deal to offer radio. We like 
your voice, your personality, 





A stock audition result is | Artists, 


| been 











y Discussed By 


Cleveland Clergyman to Reporter 





everything you did. There is an 
urgent need for experienced per- 
formers of your kind. Now if 
you can only bring us 26 com- 
pleted scripts in which we could 
place you we would be glad to 
handle you.’ 

What the vaudevillians say in re- 
| ply to this sort of statement is: 
‘We're individual performers. The 
networks with hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars to spend on pro- 
grams tells us that ability, per- 
style, experience are no 
good without material. 
not or cannot supply material with 
all their writers and money. They 
expect us to do everything, gamble 
our money and our time. It doesn’t 
make sense.’ 

As the 
year after year they merely under- 
score a fact that has become increas- 
ingly pronounced each year since 
1932—namely the networts do not 
control commercial programs 
the whole rigamarole of auditioning 
is basicly a forlorn hope with odds 
running 600/1 against getting a sus- 
taining chance and higher for com- 
mercial probabilities. 

Officiai Count 

According to NBC Artists Service, 
in the last 12 months 1,863 unknowns 
have succeeded in getting auditions. 
Of that number only three have been 
taken under managerial wing of the 
Service. 

Percentage is higher 
Inc., where, out of 249 audi- 
tioned, four have been signed and 
given chances on CBS. 

During the last year all others put 
under pacts at the two bureaus havc 
performers either established 
in radio or some other branch of 
show biz 


at Columbia 
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Yet they do | 


| caster, 


Cleveland, Nav. 23. 
NBC short wave broad- 
was revealed as the head of 


Ernst Kotz, 


|a Nazi radio propaganda machine in 





this country in an expose by William 
Leick of the Cleveland Press of the 
distribution of German-made tran- 
scriptions to American radio stations. 

Expose directly links Paul Joseph 
Goebbels, Nazi Minister of Propa- 
ganda, with the movement to flood 
the American airwaves with German 
enlightenment. 
in Berlin by 


Hitler discs are made 
the Telefunken Gesell- 


| schaft and shipped to New York for 
distribution through regional of- 
fices in Cleveland, Chicago, St. Louis 
and San Francisco, aceeraiig to Re 
| porter Leick’s findings. 

Rev. John Foisel, pastor ot St. 


auditions continue wearily | 


| residential section, 


and | 




















| other 


John’s Church in a quiet Cleveland 
was named as the 
agent. He now directs the 
Educational Service, as it 

It was formerly handled 
Hans Von Richter, attache 
German Consulate. 


Cleveland 
German 
is known 
here by 
of the 


Rev. Foisel has been successful. in 
placing the Nazi records on the air 
over WJAY (now WCLE) in Cleve- 
land, WCPO in Cincinnati and WHIP 


in Hammond, Ind. However, the re- 
cordings are no longer used by 
WCLE as the station’s German hour 
has been shifted from Sunday to 
Friday and cut from an hour to 15 
minutes. A vocalist and piano have 


been substituted for 

Records, supposedly fine musical 
programs, contained propaganda for 
the Nazi reg.me in brief announce- 
meni ihat intersperse the music. 
Samples of these Nazi flatterings 
used im the records are: 

‘We owe der fuehrer thanks 
the beautiful automobile highw 
that now criss-cross Germany. 


the records. 


for 
ays 
He 


has personally supervised this great 


work.’ 

‘A new spirit prevails in Germany, 
infused by der fuehrer, whose un- 
tiring efforts for a new and united 
Germany should inspire every Ger- 
man at home and abroad.’ 

‘These highways represent the new 
spirit which permeates tne Third 
Reich. Der fuehrer maps the course, 
we follow.’ 

The announcements are all in Ger- 
man. Nazi Agent Rev. Foisel also 
revealed in an interview with Leick 
that the German Educational Serv- 
ice plans to distribute motion pic- 
tures made in Berlin to clubs and 
private groups in the near future. 
He stated that the recordings, de- 
signed to further German kultur, 
were only offered such radio sta- 
tions as displayed a friendly attitude 
to the Nazi regime. 


DR. TOWNSEND RETURNS 
WITH NEW FORMULA 


Dr. Townsend, who papa’d the 
‘Townsend Plan,’ is back with an- 
idea somewhat different which 
the aged medico and his followers 
are plugging via commercial time on 


| the ozone. 


Inte Gruen Watch Aer. 


New thought is 
the 


officially termed 
‘Townsend Recovery Plan.’ Time 
being bought on small midwest 
tations in rural areas. Quarter-hour 
discs of spiels by the doctor are be- 
ing used for Sunday afternoon air- 
ings. 
Burton-Keith 
placing the biz. 


agency. Chicago, is 


FRANK SMITH MOVES 


Managership 
Next Week 


Nov. 23. 


Cincinnati, 


Frank M. Smith, who resigned 
some weeks ago as commercial mane 
afer of WLW, Cincinnati, leaves 
ahead of schedule Goes to the 
Gruen watch company here as ad- 
vertising manager. Steps in as of 
Dec. 1. 

No stecessor has been named at 


WLW. EBob. Jennings meanwhile is 


| keeping the machinery lubricated. 
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Luckies, Not Warners, to Dominate 


Dick Powell Show; No Film 


WBBM Finds Hillbilly 





Execs Involved; McAvity s Setup 


. 


Warner Bros. Transamerican show 
for Lucky Strike may, not make its 
debut until Dec. 8. NBC is having 
difficulty clearing the extra 15 min- 
utes ordered by the cig account. For 
the Hit Parade Lucky has been using 
45 minutes. 

In the event the new show is put 
off for a week Dick Powell will go 
on the Hit Parade the week before 
(1) from the Coast to do a number 
or two and call attention to the suc- 
ceeding program. New show will re- 
tain the ‘Happy Days Are Here 
Again’ theme and the tobacco auc- 
tioneer, while Lord & Thomas will 
have sole credit for the production, | 
though Transamerican has _ Don | 
Becker working on film tabloidiza- 
tions. 

No arrangements are being made 
for Jack Warner or any other studio 
official to appear on the opening 
stanza. 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. | 

Tom McAvity of Lord & Thomas | 
will overseer the Lucky Strike pro- | 
gram with Paul Munro as director | 
and Frank Gill-Arch Oboler as the | 
writing team. George Bilson will be 
liaison man with the Warner siudio. 

Don Becker will confine self to 
making the dramatizations of the 
Warner film previews. 


WCAU TO HAVE 
N. Y. C. OFFICE? 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

WCAU will probably open a New 
York sales ofiice in‘ the Columbia 
Broadcasting System building on 
Jan. 3. No one has been definitely 
selected yet to head it. Dr. Leon 
Levy, prez of the station, admitted 
he has been in New York consider- 
ing opening such a branch. 

Outlet is apparently taking a leaf 
from WFIL, which is reporting great 
success with newly opened head- 
quarters in New York and Chicago. 
Doce Levy said, however, he is ex- 
pecting to go beyond what WFIL 
has done and ¢nake more than a sales 
office out of the New York branch. 














He said he will install direct phone 
line to Philly to make it cheaper for 
agencies to call the h. o. and vice 
versa and p ps even for some 
broadcasting. 


Options ‘Nero Wolfe’ 


CBS has signed a 90-day option on 
the radio dramatization rights to the 
‘Nero Wolfe’ detective stories’ series. 
Will audition for a_ prospective 
client, understood to be Atlantic Re- 
fining, a half-hour show for Satur- 
day-night spotting. 

Donald Peterson handles for au- 
thor Rex Stout the air rights to 
‘Wolfe,’ with publishing house of 
Farrar & Rinehart also in for a cut. 
Terms called. for if the option is 
picked up in event of CBS sale are 
$550 for each week's script, which 
Peterson will supply. 


LEE MORSE’S CHI SHOW 
Wichita, Kans., Nov. 21. - 
Lee Morse and her husband«ac- 
compan‘st, Bob Downey (brother of 
Morion), current at Riverside Sup- 
per Club, go directly to Chicago end 
of December, where they have 26- 
week contract with NBC for pro- 
gram originating at Merchandise 
Mart, and sponsored by Giliver Loan 
Association. 
Now awaiting Sunday time spot on 
blue network. 














Clarence Anders Retiring 
Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 
Two changes in staff of N. W. 
Ayer agency skedded. 
Anders, for many years in t»e New 


York headcucrters of the firm, is 
resigning Dee. 11. He'll take a/| 
cruise around the world and then | 


just continue to live on the fruits. 

Arihur G. White has been named 
an exte in the Toronto office. He 
was formerly with McConnell, Bax- 
ter & Eesiman atency, and before 
thet mo for Liberty m°gazine 
in Montreal 


pacer 





Important to Stations 





Music Publishers in New 
York have expressed them- 
selves as unfavorable to the at- 
tempts of the performing artists 
to collect a separate license 
from music-users. 

Situation, an outgrowth of the 
Fred Waring vs WDAS case in 
Pennsyl!vania, is of vital impor- 
tance to radio station owners 
and managers who will find the 
full story in this week’s music 
section of VARIETY. 


NBC LEGAL BATTERY — 


FORTIFIES CHICAGO: 














NEC has sent Joseph A. McDonald | 
from its New York iegal department | 
to open up a law bureau in Chicago. | 
McDonald has been with the N. Y. | 
office for six years. 

Other legal departments of NBC 
are already established in Washing- | 
ton and Los Angeles. 


WLW LINE QUARTER HOURS 


Libby-McNeill-Libby Set—Liberty 
Mag Provides Stories | 








} 





Libby-MecNeill-Libby goes on the 
WLW Line Jan. 3 with a dramatic 
strip. Schedule calls for three 15- 
minute periods a week. 

Food packer and Liberty magazine 
have tied in on the series, with Libby 
getting the exclusive air rights to 
the publication’s short short stories 
and some of the whodunits. Mas | 
will also supply a special merchan- | 
dising campaign. 
Program will produced and | 
time placed by Transamerican 
Broadcasting & Television Corp. | 


j 





| has 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Considering that Pappy Cheshire 
session (Drug Trade Products) piped 
in from KMOX as its heaviest audi- 
ence puller, WBBM, Columbia key 
here, figures on going in heavily for 
hill-billy stuff beginning Jan. 1. 

Date is thought to be most logical 
one, since it is the start-off for new 
Chicago Federation of Musicians 
contracts with stations, and calls for 
the number of staff musicians em- 
ployed to be increased. 


For some time WBBM has faced 
the problem of being unable to use 
its full-sized orchestra as effectively 
as it might were it not for a packed 
commercial schedule — one 
calls for either organ or piano play- 
ers only. 

In the new move H. Leslie Atlass 
also intends to form smaller groups 
of instrumentalists, and stagger 
schedules. throughout day and night, 
rather than have the one organiza- 
tion available only during specified 
hours. 

Look-around 
sicians since 


for 
decision was reached 
revealed that all of standard- 
class were signed to WLS. Now, it 
is understood that instructions have 
been given for a talent scout to be 
appointed and sent to outlying terri- 
tories and_ stations to look for 
nasalers and harmonica players. 

Getting hill-billy instrumentalists 
isn’t so simple, however, because of 
union restrictions on néw 'member-: 


/ship and musical ability. So reports 


have it that a number of long haired 


tooters have been asked to brush 
up on guitars between now and 
! Jan. 1. 





Jolin Barrymore Show 





Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Norge refrigerator is auditioning 
an airshow with Donald Novis, 
John Barrymore and Ray Noble or- 
chestra. 
Zeke and Judy 
for comedy end. 


Canova _ spotted 








In the Fast NBC Has Directors, 
But Out West They're ‘Producers 





When is a director not a director? 
Not just a riddle, this is explained 
by the National Broadcasting Co. 
very simply. In New York or as far 
west as Chicago, the title for pro- 
duction men is ‘director.’ On the 
west coast it’s ‘producer.’ This isn’t 
based on the proximity of west coast 
studios. to Hollywood, but because 
out west the boys are more versatile. 
There the directors not only direct, 
but write and edit their own scripts, 
fand produce them as well. When a 
western ‘producer’ comes east be 
probably is just another ‘director.’ 
What happens when an eastern ‘di- 
rector’ goes west isn’t exactly clear 
as yet. 

There really isn’t any confusion 
about this director-producer termi- 
nology, but it all grows out of the 
new titling given to NBC’s produc- 
tion men, They’re all directors now. 
Although nobody at NBC seems to 
care to admit it, the new titles are 
probably just a result of the similar 
switchover at Columbia not long 
agu. Order was issued through the 
office of Charles W. Fitch, head of 
the program department, who states 
that the styling up of these sustain- 
ing production lads is only a ‘nat- 





ural step toward adonting the recog- 
nized pattern of the theatre.’ 

At CBS there are also assistant 
| directors and other classifications of 
|legit and the film studios. None 
| such at NBC, however. Neither does 
| NBC pay much attention to lending 
|its sustaining directors to advertis- 
|ing agencies, who usually suvervise 
|all production matters themselves. 

| 31 on List 

Of NBC’s 31 directors some spe- 


Clarence | 


cialize in dramatic programs, some | 


are strictly musical men, and others 


are classified as all-around. There 
jare quite a few with legit back- 
“rounds. 


William S. Raincy. head of the de- 
/Mariment since 1929, is a former 
| legiter, and was associated with nu- 
merous stock com~nies and in oper- 
perntg He founded the Cherry Lane 


Theatre in Gieenwich Village and 
was associated with Eugene O'Neill. 

Charles Warburton was for many 
years leading actor and director at 
London’s ‘Old Vic.’ Lester Vail 
played in both musical and straight 
legit productions on Broadway. Vail 
wrote fiction also, and also wrote 
some of the first radio sketches for 
WJZ. 

James Church has taught dramaties 
at Northwestern University, and was 
formerly Charles Frohman’s stage 
manager. Joseph Bell studied with 
Yvette Guilbert and did a turn in 
Hollywood. Carlo Edwards was for- 
merly with the Met Opera and Ed- 
win Dunham was formerly a choir 
master. Harry MacFayden was an 
actor-director for David Belasco. 

Madge Tucker is the only femme 
in the list, and directs juve pro- 
grams and dramatics. Austen Croom- 
Johnson is the. swing specialist. 
Thomas Hutchinson is television di- 
rector. Carlo Edwards handles con- 
cert and operatic ‘programs. 

Those classified as all-around men 
are Paul Dumont, Edwin Dunham, 
Howard Nussbaum, Lester O’Keefe, 
Norman Sweetser and Edwin M. 
Whitney. 

Sirictly dramatic directors include 
| Joseph Bell, Sherman MacGregor, 
| Herbert Moss, Thomas Riley, Wil- 
fred S. Roberts, Lester Vail, Charles 
| Warburton, Albert Williams and Paul 
Wing. 

Musical directors include 
| Dicken, Aldo Ghisalbert, 
| Hamilton, James Haupt, 
Liversidge, W. LeRoy 





Norman 
Morris 
Herbert 


| programs, 
| Combo-dramatic and musical di- 
rectors include James Church, Rich- 
ard Leonard, symphonic and dra- 
matic, Herry MacFayden and Edwin 
R. Wolfe. 

NEC's directors handle all details 
»f the program from casting to re- 
|} heersing and supervising the broad- 
casis. There’s no splitting up of au- 
thority as there is at CBS in the 
producer-director set up. 


| 
| 


Musicians, Who Can Read, 
Are Monopolized by WLS 


which | 


hill-billy mu- | 


Marshall, | 
|} James Mahoney and Howard Wiley. | 
|latter handling mosily concert type 


= = 


Bacher Quits; L. K. Sidney Takes Cve 











VINE STREET 
CROSSTALK 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Don Cope back on the firing line 
i|for Benton & Bowles after petng 
| knocked kicking by overwork, He 
produces the Jack Haley show. 

| C. B. DeMille given plaque by 
95th ‘Aero * Squadron ‘after “entire 
/corps watched his Lux show. He’s 
|a reserve flier. 








| 


Clark Gable guesting on Silver 
; theatre Dec. 5. 
{ William Forbes now contacting 


| agencies and sponsors for Columbia. 


Harry Sosnik doing the batoning 
on Olsen and Johnson oiler in addi- 
tion to Tyrone Power soaper. 

Buddy Rogers took over ‘Tune 
| Twisters’ on KHJ when Benny Rubin 
begged off due to an overabundance 
|of other work. 

Bill Reubens legging it 
Parker’s publicity pounders. 

Glenn Litten bowed out as man- 
ager of KFSD in San Dieco. 

Don Searle, Topeka, Kan., station 
operator, gloming the scene. 

Dave Broekman may take the 
baton from Felix Mills on Silver 
theatre when latter leaves to handle 
musie on Pepsodent-Mickey Mouser. 

Charles Vanda auditioned ali day 
for mimics on his ‘Listeners Digest’ 
program over KNX. Ad in trade 
dailies brought them in droves. 

Don Gilman one of a hundred cold 
victims. 

Stoopnagle and Bud trained in for 
a flock of guest shots. 

L. Ward Wheelock aired back to 
Philly after chinning with his Coast 
staff. 

Edward Klauber due out here next 
month for a squint at the new studio 
under construction and a ‘sesh with 
the Columbia execs. 

Joe Penners celebrated 10 years of 
marriage. ; 

Frank Black here for a few days. 

Edward Everett Horton having an 
airshow framed around him. 

Nemo Bonaldi, air tenor, passing 


for Irv 





the NBC maintenance crew. 

Herb Butterfield due in from the 
east to work on the Pepsodent- 
Mickey Mouser for Lord & Thomas. 

Lum and Abner air three times a 
week instead of five after Nov. 29. 

Tom Breneman having KNX pro- 
duction staff whip up a new show 
for him after Western Home does 
an en foldo. 

Loretta Lee warbling on Holly- 
wood Hotel while Frances Langford 
personals in the east. 

Tom Revere now toting around the 
title of vice-prez. 

Bea Lillie will kick the gags 
around with Al Jolson and Parky 
Nov. 30. 

Bill Conselman has high hopes of 
seeing his ‘Ella Cinders’ stripper on 
the air. 

Gilbert Gibbons and Basil Lough- 
rane reunited on the Lord & Thomas 
production staff. 


KID EDITOR 
DENIED WJSV 


, Washington, Nov. 23. 
All set to present ‘nation’s young- 
est news commentator.’ executives of 











they cannot put on contemplated 
| program of Nickie Arundel, 10-year- 
old editor of a neighborhood paper 
and son of Russell M. Arundel, for- 
mer secretary of ex-Senator Jesse H. 
Metcalf of Rhode Island. Statutes 
won't allow even prodigies of this 
age to work for remuneration with- 
out specific exemption by school au- 
thorities, who are hard-boiled even 
about artistic performers such as 
Yehundi Menuhin. 

Impressed with youthful scribe’s 
| audition, WJSV salesmen fizured it 
; would be a cinch to line up some 
breakfast food manufacturer 2s spon- 
|sor, cashing in on reams of 


news- 
paper publicity which ‘Nickie’s 
| News’ has received. Kid has won 


a temporary lull by working with 


Metro-Maxwell Director Resigns After Third Pro. 
gram—New Personnel In 


— 








WJSV, local CBS outlet, discovered | 


} 





‘lowed his boss off the lot. 





Hollywood, Noy. 23 

After three broadcasts of the 
Metro-Maxwell House program Bil] 
Bacher resigned -..:t Friday not only 
from the radio duty but from a con- 
tract that promised eventually to 
make him a film director. He de. 
cried what he called ‘too many con- 
flicting elements that made impos- 
sible a ‘successful production along 
the lines I had laid out.’ 

. Bacher named Louis K. Sidney as 
the executive with whom he could 
not see eye to eye. Sidney, manag- 
ing director of WHN, New York City, 
and an executive of Loew theatres 
has been here acting as liaison be- 
tween Metro and Bacher. Sidney and 
the William Morris agency were the 
original proposers of the studio pro- 
gram idea to which Bacher was 
added from the Hollywood end with 
the heating up of the General Foods 
account, following incompleted nego- 
tiations with others. 

When informed that reports in 
New Yerk radio circles - mentioned 
lack of cooperation between the vari- 
ous associate » oducres on the Metre 
lot as a contributing factor in the 
Metro-Maxwe!l situation, Louis K. 
Sidney in Hollywood stated he was 
‘really surprised at such rumors’ and 
added that he had found ‘complete 
and enthus‘astic cooperation from all 
concerned.’ 

Sidney deprecated anything per- 
sonal between himself and Bacher, 
explaining that it was purely a busi- 
ness difference of policy views. S‘«. 
ney staies his feelings for Bacher 
are entirely cordial. 

That Sidney and Bacher had dif- 
ferent conceptions of the program 


was known generally to _ trade 
insiders. Question of authority evi- 
dently involved with Sidney ulti- 


mately the winner since Bacher 
quit, 

Bacher meanwhile has retired to 
his Beverly Hills home for a few 
weeks to regain his composure. 

Metro studio has taken on George 
Jessel, who will function in an ad- 
visory capacity on production of 
Maxwell House program. He will 
assist Sidney, Gardner and Sam 
Moore. Mort Harris comes on from 
New York, where he has been pro- 
gram director at WHN, to take 
charge of writers on the java broad- 
cast. 

Harry Kronman, with Bacher for 
several years as head scripter, fol- 
Undere 
stood that studio writers will be 
available to Harris for scrivening 
chores on the airshow. 


Twe New Studio 


Shows Reported 
Framing for Sale 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Two new studio shows are trying 
to make the trade rounds but official 
denials have drowned out the mur- 
murs. Louis K. Sidney quickly 
stepped on a report that he is shop- 
ping around for a producer to handle 
a half-hour program from the Metro 
lot. A package show on the Hal 
Roach lot is being offered around by 








an agency but studio execs say it 


ain’t so. 

Second MG piece would be scpa~ 
rate and apart from the Maxwell 
House java deal and agencies are 
understood to have been approached 
on their interest in such a setup. En- 
tire resources and talent are said to 
be included in the Roach deal. 





Faulkner Beating East 
J. Walter Thompson staff members 
on the Rudy Vallee program are re- 


‘turning to New York next week with 


the return of the show to the east. 
George Faulkner, who writes tne 
script, is on his way by boat. Tony 
Stanford, who places the talent. af- 
rives by train next Monday ‘2?). 





Benay Venuta Returns 
Benay Venuta returns to the air 


| Nov. 29 in a weekly 9:30 to 10 p.™. 


| considerable attention wiih editorial | 


| Platform calling for girafies for the 
National Zoo and longer recesses 


for school pupils. 


spot as a Mutual sustainer. 
Miss Venuta recently returned 1 


|N. Y. after a three-month vacation 
'on the Society Islands in the Sev 


Pacific. 
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- Public’s Misunderstanding Ability 





comment and letters, however, it 
reiterate. 





On his variety show Thurs.. (18) for Royal Gelatine, Rudy Vallee 
went to express pains to explain to the listeners that the act, Tommy 
Riggs and ‘Betty Lou,’ was really a single, with Riggs doing two-talk. 
Turn has been on the program for several months, and Vallee has 
repeatedly made the singleton status of Riggs clear. 


Chase & Sanborn Sunday variety program last summer made special 
efforts to explain to the public that Edgar Bergen mouthed Charlie 
McCarthy’s lines also. Lots of listeners were complaining that they 
did not approve of the fresh sayings ‘so young a boy as Charlie’ was 
directing at femme guests on the program. 


From listener 
was thought necessary to again 








Radio Sales, Inc., and WBBM Staff 
Made One; More Open Attitude 
On Talent an Auxiliary Result 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Consolidation of Chicago staff of 


Radio Sales, Inc., and WBBM sales | 


force took place yesterday (Mon.), in| 
an efficiency move worked out by J. | 


Leslie Atlass, Columbia vice-presi- | 
dent, and J. Kelly Smith, general | 
New | 


sales manager for Radio Sales. 
policy also brings press departments | 
of WBBM and midwestern CBS) 
closer together. 

Combining of the two sales forces 
gives J. Kelly Smith the reins for 
both,.and puts Harry Mason Smith, 
WBBM sales manager, in as his as- 
sistant, along with Paul S. Wilson, 
lately appointed sales manager for 
Chicago Radio Sales office. 


In making the move, Atlass and) 
Smith figured that a sales force of | 
10, covering ad agencies and accounts | 
for both WBBM, and representing | 
nine other CBS stations plus the| 
CBS Pacific Coast and New England | 
regionals, at the same time could | 
do a better job than having one set | 
to represent WBBM alone, and an- | 
other the group. New set-up gives | 
each man a smaller set of agencies | 
and accounts to his list, which it is 
hoped will work for better efficiency. 

Also, the psychology of each sales- | 
man being a bigger man in repre-| 
senting the two regionals, WBBM, 
WABC, KMOX, WCCO, WEEI, WBT, 
WAPE, WJSV, WKRC and KNX as| 
against his selling merely for WBBM 
was a motivating force in bringing | 
about the new deal. 

Understood that there are to be no_ 
let-outs nor changes in salary scales | 
with the now current set-up. 

Considerable dissatisfaction among | 
WBBM salesmen some months ago. 
with a switch from percentage deal 
to straight salary, plus talent com- 
missions, is thought to have been 
opening thought for consolidation, | 
and was ‘further developed by suc- | 
cess of men Smith has appointed to 
key positions in CBS-owned stations. 


Auditions Again 


Along with the consolidation or- 
der, Atlass made a switch in policy 
concerning auditions. Station has 
had a closed-door policy for all au- | 
ditions exeept policy-musts for sev- 
eral years. Atlass order gives all 
comers with a professional back- 
ground the right to be heard. 

Reason for this is that since sales- 
men have been taken off time per- 
centage, and put on salary, plus tal- 
ent sales percents, they’re more in- 
terested in selling programs than 
formerly, when conditions made it 
more important for them to ladle 
out large chunks of time regardless 
of whether it was filled with tran- 
scription music or high-priced talent. 





| 


+ 





Former lack of interest in pro- 


gtams has station in position where | 
and | 
they’re willing to hear it, provided | 


be | 
proved, | 


it needs something to sell, 


& professional background can 

For past couple years press depart- | 
ments of WBBM and CBS have had 
distinct offices and lines of separa- 
tion. Consolidation of sales depart- 


of fence physically, and may bring 


about a similar thing otherwise. This | ing reshuffled. 


is a complete reversal of last week’s | 


situation, when Robert Marard was | 


taken from his spot as go-between 
for the two departments, and given 
to WBBM exclusively. At that time 
it was considered as the final and 


complete station network separation. | 
| either the station or the magazine, 





G. B. McDermott’s Post 
Chicago, Nov. 2°. 
G. B. McDermott will head 
department of Kirtland-En H 
agency for office. 


ments puts their offices on same side | 
} 
| 
' 





WLW’s Cuban Broadcasts; 
Bernarr Macfadden Host 


To Radio Party Addicts 


Cincinnati, Nov. 23. 
During the International Radio 
Club’s annual convention in Havana, 
Dec. 8 to 11, WLW will rebroadcast 
four special programs, one of them 





|/an interview with President Laredo 


Bru of the Republic of Cuba by 


| Joseph Ries, educational director of 


Crosley’s super station. Heard on 
separate nights from 11:15 to 11:30, 
the programs will include a man-on- 
the-street stanza in front of the 
Sarasota hotel, with music by the 
Ensueno all-girl orchestra; dance 
music from the Vedado Tennis club. 
The programs will be carried by a 
Cuban network. 

More than 100 members from the 
States, Canada, Mexico and South 
America are expected to attend the 
IRC powwow. Bernarr Macfadden 
will be host to many of them for 
three days at his estate in Miami, 
prior to their sailing for Havana. 


ELMER DRESSMANS TO 
HONEYMOON IN CUBA 


Cincinnati, Nov. 23. 

Elmer Dressman, publicity direc- 
tor of WCKY, Cincinnati, is now 
in Miami. Scheduled to wed Miss 
Sidney Christie of that city this 
Saturday. 

They'll honeymoon in Havana, 
where the future Mrs. Dressman 
will learn about broadcasters from 
the annual International Radio 
Party which convenes next week. 


Bright Ideas Draw Cash 


St. Louis, Nov. 23. 
A weekly cash prize of $15 a la 








L. B. Wilson is the bait hung out by 


Woody Klose, program director of 
WTMV for the best idea for new 
programs, aid to sponsors, exploita- 
tion, ete., submitted by the station’s 
personnel. In announcing the plan 
Klose told the station’s employees 
that no one person had all the ideas 
necessary to keep WTMV. up with its 
competitors and asked all ideas be 
written. Klose and William H. West, 
general manager. of the station will 
be the judges of the ideas. In case 
of tie equal prizes will be awarded. 
There will be no appeal from the 
decision of the judges. 

L. B. Wilson, of WCKY, Cincy, has 
long been a conspicuous advocate of 
bonus payments for bright sugges- 
tions. 


WLS Drops Promotion Dept 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Promotion department of WLS 
here is being disbanded with the 
various duties of the department be- 
Department, which 
has been headed by Bob Kaufman, 
had handled promotion for both the 


station and the Prairie Farmer mag- | 


azine. Under Kaufman it was the 
first time that the promotion depart- 
ment had been brought to an ex- 
ecutive position in the operation of 


Kaufman has been offered another 
post in the WLS set-up but it is un- 
derstood that Kaufman is not par- 
ticularly interested the new 


in 


| position. 
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VAUDEVILLE BOOKERS SEE 





ONLY 10B 0. 


RADIO ACTS IN CHICAGO; LIST RAPPED 


THE GOLD CURE 


John Nesbitt Recovers from His 
Hollywood Nausea 





San Francisco, Nov. 23. 
of John Nesbitt, 
Parade’ commentator, from his con- 
tractual to the 
Sales Co., Ltd., to whom he has been 
under 


Release 
obligations 


exclusive for three 
years, has been okayed. Nesbitt, 
who goes to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
in Hollywood in January under a 
contract to direct film shorts, sought 
his release when Duart decided to 
quit radio after his Dec. 5 broadcast. 

Commentator, who has expressed 
his aversion to the film city in the 
past, has admitted that Hollywood 
‘soothes that wounded feeling with 
24-karat gold and you decided that 
you like palm trees and stucco cot- 
tages after all.’ Nesbitt has permis- 
sion to do two broadcasts a week 
under his M-G-M contract, and 
wants to do them from San Fran- 
cisco, spending four days a week in 
Hollywood and three here, where he 
has just built a new home, 


SESAC WAXING 
OUTSIDE MPPA 
LICENSES 


Harry Fox, gen. mgr. of the Music 
Publishers Protective Association, 
has notified the European Society of 
State Authors and Composers that 
his office will not undertake to issue 
synchronization or transcription li- 
censes for works in the latter or- 
ganization’s catalog. To do this Fox 
would also have to administer per- 
forming rights, and, as his letter to 
SESAC explained, it was a service 
that he preferred to pass up. 

Fox had stipulated that every me- 
chanical license issued for a SESAC 
copyright would have to be accom- 
panied by a performing right, but on 
further analysis of the situation he 
concluded that his office would ex- 
ceed its original function, the ad- 
ministration solely of mechanical 
rights, and perhaps find itself beset 
by numerous difficulties. 


Meet Fred Fielding 


Fred Pflugfelder, radio head of 
N. W. Ayer, now answers to the 
moniker of Fred Fielding. 

Right name considered a bit un- 
wieldy by the owner, especially for 
phone work. 


contract 

















In the last month most of the 
newspapers around the country 
which devote enough space to radio 
to even receive consideration have 
curtailed the columns. Program list- 
ings remain intact, but the column 
lengths and art spreads have been 
narrowed. 

Advanced reason, and one ac- 
cepted generally, is the plaint of the 
publishers that increased cost of 


newsprint has forced them to forego | 


something—and, of course, the pubs 
weren't too tearful to 
scythe on the radio space. 


One big newspaper chain which | 
is | 


hasn’t turned stingy on radio 
Scripps-Howard. Almost all the 
Hearst rags have clipped, exceptions 
being those in the chain which are 
published in New York, Boston, and 
on the Coast. 


itself some. 
Other key town papers of size and 


rating which have reduced on radio} 
include the Globe, Herald and Tran- | Palmolive-Peet 


script in Boston; Detroit Times, In- 
dianapolis Star, Washington 
In New York, the News, 
and the Brooklyn Eagle. 





‘Passing | 


Duart | 





Free Space for Radio Curtailed 
As Publishers 


Omit Hillbillies and Dance Bands—Town Has Few 
Dependable Attractions at Present for Theatrical 


Appearances 





Flash! 


E. P. H. James, NBC man- 
ager of sales promotion and 
advertising, did a _ two-night 
stand in the play, ‘Captain 
Applejack,’ at the Bronxville, 
N. Y., Women’s Club. 

Audience and actor fecov- 
ering. 











WABC Waxed Air Show 
Piped from Washington; 


Wasey Products Sponsors 


First commercial under CBS’ new 
departure letting WABC, New 
York, carry transcriptions in the 
early a.m. hours before 9 will com- 
mence next Tuesday (30). Wasey 
Products will plug four of its prep- 
arations (Barbasol, Zemo, Musterole, 
Kreml) with a Tuesday-through- 
Thursday series 8-8:15 a.m. 

Talent will be Arthur Godfrey, 
who will be piped up from WJSV, 
CBS-owned Washington, D. C., sta- 
tion. Godfrey, the Capital’s best 
known mikeman, will spin platters 
and palaver in the manner he has 
been doing through early morning 
hours on WJSV for years. 


BEN BERNIE-SPONSOR 
DISCUSSING TERMS 


Ben Bernie and U, S. Tire are in 
the throes of a contract haggle. Tire 
company has offered $3,000 a week 
for 13 weeks and options. Bernie is 
insisting upon a guarantee of 26 
weeks. 

If the two get together, the pro- 
gram will go on CBS Wednesday 
nights opposite the second half of 
the Fred Allen-Bristol-Myers show. 


in 











Ed Petry Reconnoiters 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Ed Petry was in town early last 
week fer several hours of conferenc- 
ing with Ed Voynow, chief of the 
midwest division, 

Then hopped aboard airliner for 
the Coest, continuing his general 
survey of the stations on the Petry 
list, Understood to be talking rates 
and standardization of contracts. 





Blame Paper Cost 








swing the| 
| man 


Even the Herald-Ex- | 
aminer in Chicago has drawn within | 


KIRK QUITS R&R FOR 


H’WOOD AGENCY BERTH 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Relinquishing his post as _ vice- 
president in charge of radio for 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, Myron 





| Kirk joins Famous Artists first of the 


year to handle outfit’s clients for 
radio. Famous is an amalgamation 
of Edington & Vincent and Feld- 
& Blum, pic talent percent- 
eries. Departure of Kirk from the 
firm is expected to move Tiny Ruff- 
ner into the top radio pot. 

Kirk’s first aide in the New York 
office, Heagen Bayless, joins his 
boss on the move. Amory Eckley, a 
former Ruthrauff & Ryanite, is also 
radio contact for the Famous group. 





N. W. Ayer has landed Colgate- 
accounts for Halo 
(shampoo) and Vel (washing soap). 


Post. | Campaigns, as now lined up, figure 
the Post,| on using newspapers basically, with 


radio perhaps getting its share later. 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Survey of station and network tal- 
ent lists made by vaudeville and club 
agents rates only 10 acts among Chi- 
cago radio talent as box office draws, 
excluding those doing hillbilly stuff. 
Of these 10, NBC owns seven, 
WBBM-CBS two, and WGN one. 
Survey did not include commenta- 
tors nor sports announcers, who 
might be b.o., but lacking in any- 
thing tangible for entertainment 
offerings. 

Reason advanced by radio men 
when confronted by smallness of 
figure was that Chicago radio spe- 
cializes largely in the production of 
| unified programs, rather than the 
building of individual names. 
Claimed that the agents who made 
|up the lists would never have done 
|so had they had an understanding 
|of radio here. Chicago radio is es- 
| sentially the production of across- 
| the-board shows, where dramatic ac- 
| tors only are used, and in most cases 
| are anonymous, which prevents any- 
thing in the way of name act 
building. 

Pointed out also that there are 
only three locally originating big 
shows which would be capable of 
building names, Of these, ‘First 
Nighter’ and ‘Grand Hotel,’ are dra- 
matic, which almost automatically 
bars their talent as usable for per- 
sonal appearances. The other show 
is Johnson's wax ‘Fibber McGee and 
Molly,’ the title role team which 
heads vaude agents b.o. acts list. 





Other big shows, produced here, 
such as ‘Zenith Foundation,’ are 
anonymous as to performers ap- 
pearing. 


To back up their claims radio men 
pointed out that NBC is the only 
outlet having a working artists’ bu- 
reau; neither Columbia nor WGN 
showing any activity in bookings. 
In defense of whether or not Chi- 
cago originating programs could 
build names, Don Ameche, and Fib- 
ber McGee and Molly were pointed 
out, along with those names devel- 
oped by WGN and WLS. 

Air executives were particularly 
critical in their attitude toward ex- 
clusion of bands and hillbilly talent 
from agent’s list. Admitting that 
bands developed were not staff, rec- 
ord of WGN in the build-up of dance 
outfits is still pertinent. Class A 
time is devoted by WGN to remote 
bands. 

Most fire was drawn by the ignor- 
ing of hillbilly turns. Radio men 
claimed that if such turns had been 
included, the WLS lists alone would 
have tripled the number of b.o. acts, 
and the WLS star performers would 
have matched annual incomes with 
any other radio names the vaude 
agents wanted to put up. Figures 
laid out showing house and gross 
records broken any number of times 
in many spots by WLS units and 
acts, were used to prove the conten- 
tion, and also to advance the theory 
that hillbilly talent was the biggest 
possible draw for spots getting a 
midwest audience. 

List made up by agents, and tossed 
in wastebasket by radio men, in- 
cluded among 10 b.o. Chicago radio 
names for midwest dates: Ranch 
Boys. Sylvia Clark, Vivian Della 
Chiesa, Cleo Brown, Noble Cain's 
Choir, Malcolm Claire, Jack Fulton, 
Eddie and Fannie Cavanaugh, Fibber 
McGee and Molly, and Don McNeil’s 
Jamboree unit. 

Lesser lights, classifying as non- 
box office except for certain spots, 
but good acts, included Happy Jack 
Turner, Manuel and Williamson, 
Whitney Ensemble, Escorts and 
Betty, Vagabonds, Lucky Trio, Hol- 
lywood Hi-Hatters, Betty Bennett 
and Joe Wolverton, Gale Page, Joe 
Kelly, Ennio Bolognini, Eddie House 
and Jack Brooks, and Arthur Sears. 





Hughes Pushing Cosmetic 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Charlie Hughes trying again on 
his 42nd Street cosmetic line, this 
time with 15-minute once-a-week 
musical recordings period on WJJD. 

Last year used 30-minute weekly 
WGN-Mutual dramatic show, and 
later spotted ‘Grand Central Station’ 
dramatic series, but has been out of 
‘picture for severa) months. 
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Anonymous Wire 





to Trade Papers 








Denounced by A.F.M. President 





Joe Weber, American Federation 
of Musicians prez, declared yester- 
day (Tuesday) that he was advising 
his local-unions to instruct its mem- 
bers not to accept any recording en- 
gazements as of Dec. 1 or thereafter 
until the Federation had issued its 
list of licensees. At the request of 
the transcription manufacturers 
Weber has reopened the licensing 
proposition the Federation had set 
for them, but it still figures on mak- 
ing Dec. 1 the deadline for the entire 
recording field. 

Weber termed as ‘cowardly’ a tele- 
gram sent out of Philadelphia Mon- 
day (21) to trade papers urging them 
to publicize certain clauses of the 
AFiM’s proposed contract for radio 
stations which, the wire claimed, 
were in direct violation of what the 
convention of Independent Radio 
Network Affiliates authorized. The 
wire was signed ‘Philadelphia Broad- 
casters. Weber said that whoevér 
was responsible for the wire didn’t 
show any forthrightness in his or 


their cause or they would have iden- 


tified themselves personally with the 
protest. AFM prez added that the 
telegram struck him as odd in light 
of the fact that the contract had al- 
ready been- approved by WCAU, 
KYW, WFIL and-:some other inde- 
pendent whose call letters had been 
orally relayed to him by the IRNA’s 
negotiating committee but that he 
could not at the moment recall. 


Sections objected to in the tele- 
gram concern the employment only 
of members in good standing of lo- 
cals affiliated with the AFM and the 
right of the AFM to cancel the Plan 
of Se:tlement in the event it fails 
to effect its primary purpose; an in- 
crezsed employment of staff mu- 
sicians in the broadcasting industry. 


AFRA NIXES 
FREE AIR 
SHOTS 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Order promulgated last week by 
the American Federation of Radio 

rtists forbids stage and _ screen 
players and radio performers to ap- 
pear gratis on air shows. All per- 
sons working on ether programs 
must carry AFRA cards under the 
arrangement for interchangeable 
tards adopted by the Associated 
Actors and Artists of America in 
New York recently. 


Membership of Screen Actors 
Guild and Actors Equity Association 








also are to come under the free air 
Large number of 
‘command performances’ demanded 
from members of all three organiza- 
tion has been a prolific source of 
Free stuff also is 
said to interfere with the earnings of 


performance ban. 


squawks of late. 


players. 


Kenneth Thomson, executive sec 
of SAG; Frank Gillmore, prez of 
others 
worked out the policy of nixing free 
Strict enforcement of 
the ruling is to be insisted upon 


Equity, Henry Jaffe and 
ether work. 


hereafter. 


ANNOUNCERS GUILD 





CONVENTION DUE 





American Guild of Radio An- 
nouncers and Producers will hold its 
board meeting next Saturday (27). 
Date will be set at this time for the 
convention which will probably be 
scheduled for next week. 

Committee reports will be made 
to this convention describing what 
2ffiliation by AGRAP with either 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists or 
Assn. (CIO) would entail. 





Don Quinn’s Assistant 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 


>aul Henning, with KMBC, Kan- 
sas City, for past several years asj| son’s 
typewriter, 
switches to Needham, Louis & Bror- 


singer doubling = on 
by ad agency, Chicago. 

Will be assistant to Don Quinn, 
scripter for 


Molly.’ 


American Communications 


. ‘Fibber McGee and 





"FRA Ve..902? 





Possibility is seen of a juris- 
dictional scrap between AFRA 
and Local 802 (New York), 
AFM. Two are grimacing at 
each other currently over which 
shall represent solo instrumen- 
talists in radio. Union claims 
that since the men are musi- 
cians they should come under 
802, although few of them are 
| reported members at the prcs- 
ent time. 

AFRA, on the other hand, 
takes the stand that the artists 
should be under its jurisdiction 
while in radio. Claimed that 
such aftists are represented in 
concert by the American Guild 
of Musical. Artists and. are 
therefore under the Four A's 
setup rather than AFM banner. 
No solution has been reached, 
but it is hinted that 802 may 
relinquish its claims in the 
matter. 
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Actors Union 


Marks Time 
To Codify 


With the American Federation of 
Radio Artists execs and commit- 
tees still tangled in a maze of fig- 
ures and suggestions regarding the 
terms of basic contracts and mini- 
mum wages, the organization is 
making no further moves at the mo- 
ment toward negotiating with the 
networks, ad agencies and talent 
bookers. 


Various groups and committees 
are trying to unravel and codify 
the proposals, which have been sent 
in by locals all over the country. 
Meanwhile, Mrs. Emily Holt, exec- 
utive secretary, and Henry Jaffe, at- 
torney, are on the Coast, 0.0.-ing 
the situash there and huddling with 
Kenneth Thomson and Lawrence 
Beilenson regarding Associated Ac- 
tors and Artistes of America mat- 
ters. 

No decision jas been reached by 
the AFRA-American Guild of Radio 
Announcers and Producers commit- 
tees in the matter of amalgamation 
of the two groups. Understood a 
report is to be made Dec, 1. AGRAP 
body is said to be also mulling a 








merge bid from the American 
Communications Assn., CIO  af- 
filiate. 


! Jurisdictional spat between AFRA 
and James C. Petrillo, Chi music 
union prez, regarding announcers 
and sound effects men in the Chi- 
cago area appears to have been set- 
tled, at least for the moment, al- 
though no announcement to that 
effect has been forthcoming. Fact 
that Petrillo has consented to have 
AFRA act as bargaining agent for 
the announcers and sound men at 
WCEL, the AFL station in Chicago, 
indicates a bow-out by the music 
union official. Truce is reported to 
have been reached in a three-cor- 
nered confab between AFRA execs, 
Petrillo and WCFL heads. 

First issue of AFRA’s mag will 
be out this week in the form of a 
little bulletin which reviews ac- 
tivities of the past few weeks. It 
will be mailed to members, prob- 
ably at the end of this week. 

There -has been a request from 
WPA members for some leniency in 
the matter of initiation fee for the 
government broadcasters. Matter 
will be taken up at AFRA's next 
board meeting, which won't be until 
next week. 





Izzard Writer on Air 
Seattle, Nov. 23. 

Stepping out of character as con- 
tinuity head of Izzard Company 
agency, Marjorie McPherson is now 
facing mike daily at KIRO for quar- 
ter hours with ‘Morning Memo- 
randa, her first appearance, for 
Binyon Optical Co. Miss McPher- 
agency is handling. 

In this 15 minutes the writer. gives 
time signals, weather forecasts, 
birthday greetings and daily events 
of outstanding importanee backed 
up by recorded fadeins musically. 
Continues her chore at Izzard’s. - 





WCFL Signs with AFRA; 
involves Spielers Only; 
Dramatic Acters Cuffo 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Joint meeting of WCFL board and 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists local committee was held 
Friday (19), and station agreed to 
sign exclusive rights to AFRA as 
agents for collective bargaining of 
announcers. Meeting scheduled for 
tomorrow (Wednesday) is to see the 
actual signing. 

At present time, no other AFRA 
classifications are employed by the 
labor station, there being no staff 
dramatic or vocal talent in the 
strictest sense of the word since none 
are actually on the payroll, 








INJUNCTION 
REPLY 


Nov. 23. 
Less than a week after ASCAP 
gained’ its injunction against en- 
forcement of the anti-ASCAP legis- 
lation on the Nebraska statute 
books, Attorney General Hunter filed 
objections, exceptions and a denial 
of the previous request for dismis- 
sal of the ASCAP-Gene Buck case 
against state officers to stymie en- 
forcement. 

Hunter tells the Federal court 
there is nothing in the bill of com- 
plaint which indicates ASCAP has 
all the authority it claims, also deny- 
ing the Nebraska law seeks to take 
away rights of copyright owners and 
the right to redress under the law. 
Hunter also says ASCAP attorneys 
have made no specific point to show 
the law is in violetion of U. S. or 
Nebraska constitution. 

Law was authored by Senator 
Frank Brady of Atkinson, Neb., a 
rancher. Passed the unicameral 
legislature unanimously and carry- 
ing an emergency clause was signed 
by Gov. Cochran, May 17, and be- 
came a law immediately. Whacks at 
all combinations of music publish- 
ers for the purpose of price fixing, 
charging each violation eligible to 
$5,000 fine. 

When the injunction was granted, 
the three judges stated, ‘there is 
grave doubts of the bill’s constitu- 
tionality.’ 


UNION HIRING HALL 
FOR WFIL PANELMEN 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 
Agreement was reached Saturday 


Lincoln, 











between WFIL and American Com- 
munications Association, CIO affili- 
ate, on termer for station’s engineers. 
Nothing lacks now but ink on the 
line to make it complete. 

Contract is more or less a com- 
promise, with the union accepting a 
cut in the pay scale it demanded, but 
getting all its other requests, includ- 
ing a strictly closed shop and hiring 
from a union hall. Three WFIL en- 
gineers, who refused to sign up be- 
fore, will have to join ACA now or 
quit. 

Wage scale starts at $43, instead 
of $51 the union originally asked. It 
runs up to $66. Men get credit for 
the time they worked on WFI and 
WLIT, which merged to become 
WFIL, in figuring length of service. 
Contract also calls for 40-hour week, 
split in five eight-hour days, with 
time and a half overtime, and six 
weeks’ sick leave with pay. 

Agreement was reached with Sam 
Rosenbaum, station prez, by Saul 
Waldbaum, ACA attorney; Eugene 
Dupree, organizer, and committee of 
the station’s engineers, Edgar Dar- 
lington, Jack Shantz and John Cum- 
mings. 

ACA intends to begin organiza- 
tion drive on WIP’s engineers this 
week. Station is only one in the city 
whose panelmen remain unattached. 


Wons’ Renewal Pay Tilt 


Tony Wons has been renewed for 
another 13 weeks by his sponsor, 
Vick Chemical Co. Airs over CBS 
with organist Ann Leaf, Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, at 10:30 a.m. 
Morse International: the agency. 

In > getting, renewed, the poetry- 
purrer gets bis stipend upped. Un- 
der renewal terms, . Wons reported 











getting $750 weekly. . 


NEBRASKA IN 





Here and There 





TELEPROGRAMS 











from vaude and niteries. 





as spielers. 





formerly with KMMJ, 





E. G. Burrows ’38 and N. S. Paul 
’40 picked from 550 candidates as 
student commentators of Yale Daily 
News broadcasts on WICC for Lucky 
Strikes. Edwin C. Hill, Boake Carter 
and Edgar Kennedy were judges. 





Rocky Clark back radio-editing 
Bridgeport Post after long ailing. 





Walter H. Moore, until recently 
with NBC press, now p.a.’ing North- 
ern Illinois College of Optometry. 

Roger Williams, K YW tenor, Philly, 
suffered an attack of acute appendi- 
citis. 10 minutes before air time last 
Tuesday (9). He went on, never- 
theless, and was rushed to the hos- 
pital immediately afterwards. 





Earl J. Glade, Jr., continuity 
staffer at KSL, Salt Lake City, won 
$50 in a nation-wide photography 
contest. Subject was his baby daugh- 
ter. 





Betty Philson, who aired for sev- 
eral years on the Uncle WIP Hour 
at WIP, Philly, working in a new 
film with Miriam Hopkins. 





Col. B. J. Palmer of WHO, Des 
Moines, and Ralph Evans back from 
a fishing trip to Florida and Cuba. 
Col. Palmer caught a sailfish nearly 
eight feet long and will tell of his 
deep sea fishing experiences on his 
monthly program. Saturday. 





Irwin Elliot, WMEX, Boston, Word- 
caster, has been dubbed in as a full- 
fledged spieler, replacing Winslow 
Porter, gone to Harvard. 





John Kiley, a baritone, has been 
taken on as a WMEX, Boston, organ- 
ist, to replace Roy Frazee. 





Paul R. Reetz, former continuity 
and mikeman at WSUN, has joined 
WTMYV, St. Louis. He is using knowl- 
edge of German language for new 
show station will produce in that 
tongue. 





Continuity staff at WEW, St. 
Louis, has been augmented by 
George Sutherland, formerly with 
WISN, Milwaukee, and Bill Mc- 
Intosh, BBC, London and KLZ, 
Denver. 





Walter Cassel, Dorothy Dreslin, 
John Herrick and Ross Graham 
tabbed by Chevrolet to warble on 
motor account’s ‘Musical Moments’ 
disc series. 





Three Marshalls, NBC sustaining 
harmony trio, bodOked for a week_of 
vaude at Loew’s Capitol, Washington, 
starting Dec. 10. 





Rex Ingram, colored legit and film 
actor, put under pact by Columbia 
Artists, Inc., for radio dramatization 
spottings. 





Major Edney Ridge, director of 
WBIG, Greensboro, N. C., and Tom 
Gooch and John Runyon, KRLD, 
Dallas, Tex., all calling on WJSV, 
Washington. 





S & L credit stores, using WIL 
St. Louis, now airing five programs 
daily. 





J. W. Denbow, formerly with St. 
Louis Star-Times, has joined sales 
staff at WTMV. 





Jane West, one of Pappy Cheshire’s 
KMOX hill billies has returned to 
her regular stint after several weeks 
absence due to illness. 





Dick Sharp, continuity director at 
KSD, St. Louis, has resigned to take 
a post with a local advertising 
agency and has been replaced by 
J. M. Todd. Station also has added 
Clair Callahan to the continuity staff. 





Beli Slater, pigskin spieler, was 
signatured as m.c. for the pre-game 
Yale Band broadcast from the Copley 
Plaza Hotel, Boston (20). Socony- 





the 80-piece band. 


Kitty O’Neil, wife of Bob Hafter 
WBBM, Chicago, production director, 
getting a screen test through Co- 
| lumbia Artists Service arranging. 


Columbia Artists, Inc., has renewed 
pact with Buddy Clark and signed 
up for radio Nan Wynn, warbler 


WOOD-WASH, Grand Rapids, ad- | : ; 
ded Edward Chase and Al Hendrix ; et Electric, which furnishes wired 


Pauline Fern, cowgirl chanteuse, 
Clay Center, 
Nebr., has joined KFEQ, St. Joe, Mo. 


Vacuum Co. sponsored the. show of 


RESISTS 802 
DEMANDS 


Teleprograms, a licensee of West- 





music to New York hotels, was 
placed on the unfair list last week 
(19) by local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians. Firm re- 
fused to sign the contract suggested 
by 802, terms of which were the 
same as that recently signed by 
Muzak, on advice of William Powers, 
counsel. Latter is a.director of the 
company and also counsel for 20th- 
Century Fox Films. Contention is 
the contract is too severe 

Signing of the contract. would 
mean that Teleprograms would have 
to evacuate such hotels as it now 
services which include the Pierre, 
Sherry-Netherlands, Gotham, Chat- 
ham, Astor, Park Central and May- 
fair House. In many of these cases, 
the accounts were formerly serviced 
by Muzak, but have been replaced 
by Teleprogram service, which 
differs from Muzak in that each sub- 
scriber has a private line. Service is 
also more- expensive and costs from 
$75 to $500. Firm which was started 
a year ago has 55 accounts grosses 
nearly $150,000 a year at the present 
time. 

President of Teleprograms is J.:R. 
West who was formerly sales pro- 
motion manager of Electrical Re- 
search Products, Inc. Directors of 
the firm besides West and Powers, 
its counsel, include A. B. Jones, 
partner of Jesse Jones of the Re- 
construction Finance Corp. and 
Arthur H. Marks, of Goodrich Tires 
board and president of Skinner 
Organ Co. 

It is the only firm besides Muzak 
which furnishes wired musical pro- 
grams. Muzak is a subsid of a public 
utility, North America. Teleprograms 
is contesting classification as a public 
utility, and has not as yet paid the 
3% public utility tax in the city. 


ARTA in Oklahoma 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 23. 

KBIX, Muskogee, makes the latest 
station in this territory to recognize 
the American Radio Telegraphists 
Assn. Union elaims that it has the 
outlet’s technicians, announcers and 
continity men organized 100%. 

At Amarillo there’s a chance of 
trouble between KGNC and the 
union. Latter charges that the sta- 
tion dismissed two of its technicians 
for signaturing membership cards. 
District organized for the ARTA, 
Joseph Harris, has not decided 
whether to picket the spot or file a 
complaint with the National Labor 
Relations Board. 

Joseph Harris, southwestern or- 
ganizer of ARTA, states that union 
has signed a contract with KOMA 
here, calling for slight salary in- 
creases, two months sick leave, 
closed shop, grievance committee 
and 48-hour week for technicians as 
well as 42-hour week for announc- 
ers. 

Contract signed was to have gone 
into force yesterday (22) and iast 
for a one-year period. 


ClO Spiel Cancelled 


Tulsa, Nov. 23. 
David Fowler, Oklahoma-Arkansas 
director of CIO, is protesting the 














KVOO. Fowler claims contract was 
cancelled less than 18 hours before 


,| schedule to go on air. 


His attack against Blackwell, Okla., 
mayor and city officials was, it is 
said; pretty ‘hot stuff’ and station 
offcials felt no good would come of 
the lambast so time was cancelled. 

Fowler said he spent $300 adver- 
tising talk in state papers and that 
in many spots unions and organizers 
had set up radios and called meet- 
ings to hear the attack. No time was 
available to notify them of cancella- 
tion, he states. 





KANS Trio Banged Up 
Wichita, Kas., Nov. 23. 
Francis Mildred, Ruth Elsie and 
Mrs. Ruth Bartnolemew, family trio 
of entertainers of radio station 


KANS, badly bruised Tuesday night 
when their car skidded on icy pave- 
ment into a mail box. 

En route to Newton, Kan., to give 
program before meeting of aute 
dealers, were able to continue jour- 
ney and give show. 





cancellation of his spiel last week by - 
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* Radio Daffodils 








St. Paul—A singing goose, worthy 


talking parrots now on the radio, hit high C with such power that WCCO 
is sending out black-edged cards. Goose’s guts gave out. 





Rock ae nk ah hoot owl, 15 inehes high with wing-spread of thrice 
that, flew in the open window of WHBF’s control cubicle last week. As a 
guest performer the bird was a dud, but then the station waved no money 
Ivan Streed-and Ralph Childs. of the station’s. staff, 
grabbed: the owl and got him: up before a mike. He not only refused to 
work, but wouldn’t even name a figure. 


before his eyes. 


out the window again. 





Regina, Sask.—Chief Engineer Ernie Strong of CKCK, has broken down 


challenger of the yodeling mice and 


Boys finally had to release him 





| 


and confessed that it was: he who climbed the 255-foot antenna and un- | 
| tion two 15-minute programs a 


furled:apair of pink bloomers. 





Utica, N. ¥.—Elliott Stewart of WIBX nabbed by a railroad dick when 
Stewart explained’ he was looking for a 
Escaping charge of ‘stealing r.r. 
made his identity and purpose Clear. 
for a program and wanted a spike to wedge the wood. 


found prowizing: around: tracks. : 
rail spike. 





‘Sate ‘York City—Sending telegrams to advertising agency radio execs 
she had never met, Polly Shedlove, newly arrived in New York, added the 
word ‘love’ to-get the telegrams by ‘the secretaries. 





New York City—Still quivering from the stimulation of Jast year’s pub- 
licity. breaks on its ‘singing mice’ stunt NBC this winter will exhaustively 
canvass the nation fora talking parrot who will be signed up by’ the NBC 


artists bureau on: %. 





Boston—Eddie Kasper spiels news comment over WAAB for the Metro- 
After first broadcast sponsor got one customer 
and one ‘prospect’: and since then says biz‘is just dandy. 


politan Funeral Service. 





Chicago—Station break slogan of WCFL, Chicago, is now ‘Chicago’s most 
powerful, independent, full-time broadcasting 





Detroit—Riddles: devised by Dick Osgood, who -scripts 
‘Factfinder’ show over WXYZ, to allow audience to guess what the next 
program's subject would be, have boomeranged. 
but now Osgood has to spend as much time thinking up riddles as he does 


to write actual material. 





New York City—Emily Post asks and will answer over CBS: ‘What do 
you do when your hostess insists that you ‘have a second helping when you 
didn’t like the stuff in the first place?’ 





New York City—Joe Weed, a radio time broker, is being built up by his 
press agent as an authority on television. 
wrinkle that remains to be ironed out is that of obtaining a sufficient 
number of television frequencies to go around.’ 





Newark—Announcer conducting one of those marathon disc sessions into 
the wee hours is promoting gin, spaghetti, sandwiches, gasoline, from the 
He pays off by mentioning names and addresses. 
First local instance of a spot oh emeeronanses being sold for a a herring. 


corner filling station, etc. 


| 


property, the program-maker 
Needed a log-splitting sound effect 


station.’ 
and presents 


Stunt proved popular, 


Weed is quoted: “The one big 





RCA-World Nix 


Transcription 


Price-Cutting 





Costs of transcriptions at the 
smaller, indie wax works around 
New York have dribbled down to 
what is an all-time low. RCA and 
World are the big two who have re- 
fused to cut prices. World gets $100 
for, a 16-inch.master, RCA around 
$90.. Both outfits got those. figures 
last year, too. 

With the other firms, cuts have 
been drastic. Last year they were all 
getting $75 per 15-min., 16-inch 
master, and $2.50 for each pressing. 
Prices per master have dropped to 
$50 tops, with many outfits glad to 
oblige at $35. Pressings now come 
at $1.75 and $1.50. 

Low rates have been forced by the 
press of competition. Since last 
spring at least six new transcrip- 
tion-makers have opened up and in 
vying for the limited biz that has 
been available this year, the firms 
have continuously cut prices. until 


they have dropped to their. present 
bottom. 


RAY NAMED WESTERN 
-TRANSAMERICAN HEAD 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Pill Ray, production chief at 
KFWB,-has been appointed western 
manager-of-Transamerican Radio & 
Television Corp. by John L. Clark, 
prez. Manning Ostroff succeeds ‘to 
the vacated spot. 

Bob Kennétt, formerly with WLW 


in Cincinnati,‘ joins ‘the staff as aide 
to Ostroff. 











Genevieve Rowe on WOR 
Genevieve Rowe and Alfred Wal- 
lenstein’s orchestra have been paired 
On a new WOR sustainer. Initial 
airing is scheduled for Nov. 28 and 
Will be in a 10:30 to 11 p.m. spot. 
inger is ciifrently on twice: a 
week for Philip Morris and’ once 
tor Consolidated Edison.” 





$$$ en 


ODD BILLING ANGLE 


NBC’s Pat Ryan Confused With 
Several Others 


NBC Artists Service has tempo- 
rarily stilled all publicity on Pat 
Ryan, swing songstress the Service 
has under contract. Reason for the 
ballyhoo quieting is that women 


named Pat Ryan have been getting 
too much newspapér attention and 
NBC thinks its warbler may be con- 
fused in the public mind with those 
of the same name, 

A Pat Ryan had an altercation in 
a Chicago cafe recently which the 
tabloids played up; in New York a 
Pat Ryan shot her husband, a cop, 
after an argument over which one 
would garage the car; story current- 
ly getting large space concerns a 
Mrs. Pat Ryan who married one of 
the Thomas Fortune Ryan clan when 
he was allegedly intoxicated. 


7, Plus Lodging 


’ Denver, Nov. 23 

New salesman brought from New 
York to KFEL by Gene O'Fallon is 
living in the station’s old transmit- 
ting building. 

Denver is currently having a 
hard-to-find-housing situation, and 
the time-peddler has been forced to 
take up the temporary abode until 
he can dig up diggings of a more 
normal nature. O'Fallon cuffs his | 
new man the rent in return for | 
keeping the place spruced up. 




















Rosenthal Heads West 

Herb Rosenthal, new head of the 
Columbia Artists Bureau, goes to the | 
Coast today (Wednesday) to be gone | 
about two weeks. 

Trip is to 0.0. the studio setup with | 
the idea of a probable expansion of | 
the office's pix talent agenting. | 





Marguerite Lyon Teaching 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Marguerite Lyon of the radio de- 
partment of Henri, Hurst-& McDon- | 
ald agency here has become instruc- 
tor at the Hewitt School of English 
'and Public Speaking. 

Teaching a course in practical ra- 


| tled whether 





dio script writing. 


15 ADDED STATIONS 





‘Hill Top House’ and ‘Myrt ’n’ Marge’ 


Duplicated on eet ee 





Colgate- Palmolive-Peet is > jlicing 
recorded versions of two of its Co- 
lumbia shows, ‘Hill Top House’ and 
‘Myrt ’n’ Marge,’ on 15 additional 
outlets. Practically all these supple- 
mentary stations will be NBC affil- | 
iates. Though the list has not been 
completed, ‘indications are that it 
will 
WSB, and KOA. Also a number of » 
west coast’ stations. 

Deal in each case will give the Say | 


five days a week. 
the disc business will 
be handled by Transamerican or 
World Broadcasting. 


Retailers Assn. 
Shoot Bankroll 
On 1-Time Sho 


St. Louis; Nov. 23. 

Associated Retailers. of St. Louis, 
notorious for shying away from ra- 
dio as a means of .merchandizing, 
unstrapped their .bankroll Friday 
(19). to the tune of $3,500 for one air 
sho-7 as a bally fer ‘Downtown Day,’ 
an annual sales event Feld Saturday 
(20). Joseph S. Batt, promotional 
counsel for the retailers assembied 
the tatent for the 30-minute show 
that included Robert Weede, Metro- 
politan opera baritone, here for a 
role in ‘Carmen’ with the St. Louis 
Opera -Co.; Jolly Gillette, 1l-year- 
old radio singer on her way to Hol- 
lywood for an engagement with 
Rudy Vallee; the Southeastern Bell 
Telephone Company’s chorus of. 50; 
Don McNeil, NBC m.c. from. Chicago, 
and the orch of Russ Davis from 
KSD. 


Program was broadcast over 
KWK, KMOX, WTMV, WIL and 
KSD. Frank Eschen, program di- 
rector of KSD, assisted in the pro- 
duction. In addition to the radio 
bally the Retailers purchased 150,- 
000 lines of space in the three local 
rags as a further effort to make 
‘Downtown Day’ a success. 











Doc Young’s Freak Mishap 





St. Paul, Nov. 23. 

Dr.’ George’ W. Young, owner of 
the local Mutual outlet, WDGY, was 
the victim of a freak mishap while 
hunting last week. 

Dropping a huge buck, Young bent 
over to examine his ‘kill’ when the 
deer, in one final burst of animation, 
lashed out with -its feet, breaking 
several of the hunter’s: ribs. . Buck 
then rolled over dead. 

Young is eating his ‘venison in 
Swedish Hospital, Minneapolis. 





Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 
Gene Edwards, WDAS gabber, was 
announcing show by Agnes Tolle, 
string plucker at Adelphia Hotel, 
when wng—one of the harp strings 
snapped. 


It caught him under the -eye, | 
leaving the optic a dark, bluish | 


green. 





include WLW WGY, WHO, | 


It hasn’t been an | 


Lofty Forehead Music Shows on NBC 
Exploited for RCA Receiving Sets 








Polly Shedlove in N. Y. 


Polly Shedlove, former woman's 
| program conductor for KSTP, St. 
PaukMinneapolis, has arrived in 


| 
4 
| 





New York City. 
Has signed with William Morris 
agency. 


GERALD K. SMITH NOT 
ON WXYZ SUNDAY (21) 


Detroit, Nov. 23. 

econd address of Rev. Gerald L 
K. Smith, one of late Huey -Long’s 
lieutenants; was not aired Sunday 
| afternoon (21) by WXYZ, local out- 
let of Smith's indie hookup. His first 
| spiel was broadcast here a week ago. 

. Explaining station’s policy de- 
|mands that all: continuity be read 
| before etherizing, Harry Sutton, Jr.. 
assistant .to General Manager H. 
Allan. Campbell at WXYZ, declared 
| that Smith’s speech had not reached 
| station by Sunday afternoon and 
| that he gave orders Saturday to cut 
l off talk if transcript didn't show up. 
+ Meanwhile if appeared that Father 
'Charles E. Coughlin, whose for- 
| mer hookup Smith contracted for 
|after Coughlin cancelled his own 
| talks recently, would not beable to 
return to thé ozone as contemplated. 
Pope Pius’ public rebuke of radio 
priest, made Saturday (20) from 
Rome, which. also commended Arch- 
bishop Edward “Mooney’s stand in 
controversy with Coughlin, was in- 
terpreted as putting the damper on 
plans of Coughlin admirers to pe- 
tition Vatican for priest’s return to 
ether. 


ee 


W. E. LONG CO. INSTALLS 
OWN AUDITION ROOM 


Chicago, Nov, 23, 
Audition set-up is to be installed 
by the W. E. Long bakery ad agency 
here with the work to begin imme- 
diately. Control room, studio, and 
clients’ room all to have latest in 
equipment furnishings, and in dec. 

Oration, even to clr conditioning. 
Radio department was started by 
agency, which acts as _ consultant 
on national sca'> for bakeries, about 
18 months age. Future plans cell 
for ueavy camp:igns on transcribed 
shows which will originate with 
agency, be used for their clients, 

and then go to syndicated market. 


Jack Carney Out 


Jack Carney, radio booker . for 
Music Corp., has been given an in- 
definite leave. 

Will be replaced by Willard Alex- 
ander, formerly on one-night .band 
bookings. 











Harry Ridgley in Bosten 
Boston, Nov. 23. 

Harry Ridgley, formerly of WEAN, 
| Providence, now with the produc- 
tion department of Kasper-Gordon 
| Studios, Inc. Starting duties with 
| the Jordan Marsh Company-WAAB 
| Christmas series. 

Previously with James Jewell on 
the Lone Ranger-Mutual series over 
 WHYZ, Detroit. 








Exploitation Behind Transcriptions 


Atlas Sets Up Three Regional Exchanges—Contem- 
plates More—F ilm-Style Press Books, Etc. 


Atlas Radio Distributing Co. has 


| launched the marketing campaign of 


its recorded program product with 


the opening of three district offices. | 
It is stated there will eventually be | 
| 11 exchanges handling the distribu- 


tion of the 28 complete transcribed 


series, with each office co-operating | 
with radio stations in the exploita- | 


| tion and commercial disposal of the 
programs. An elaborate press book 
prepared a la cinema by Dave David- 
sor, will go with each disced series 

District safes and disttibuting 
heads for Atlas dre Claude Fzell, for 
the south; Ra¥ Coffin, far "hie West: 
Dan Blake, foy’ thé’ Tas while 
Herbert R. Ege bresTdent of 
the company, ill Head u . 4’ east* 
ern division out of the ¥ ‘York 


offices. Ezell will operate out of Dal- 
las, Coffin, Los Angeles, and Blake, 
Chicago. 


Ebenstein expects to get his other 
‘exchanges’ going within ‘the next 
60 days. with these other contem- 
| plated spots ‘being Boston, Pitts- 
| burgh, Detroit, Minneapolis, Denver 
Atlania and either Portland or 
Seattle. His sales policy will be to 
sell to but one station in each mar- 
(keting area, at a minimum rental 
plus a percentage if tied up with a 
sponsor. 

It is Ebenstein’s plan to put on an 
intensive exploitation campaign be- 
fore the program makes its local de- 
but, with the ‘exchange directly par- 
ticipating in the merchandising and 
various tieups. 








RCA is buying spots on NBC sta- 
tions around the country, which are 


being spotted to precede and follow’ 
four different NBC network pro-' 
Philly Syrmph, ' 
forthcoming ° 


grams—Magic Key,’ 
Metro Opera and the 
Toseanini series. Two of these are 
sponsored by RCA, institutionally on 
the Met’s Saturday afternoon winter 
series, and openly as commercial 


ballyhoo for radio receiving sets on‘ 


‘Magic Key.’ 
Toscanini will be strietly sustaim- 
ing. The Philly Symph: airs Mon- 


days for Group of Banks. 

Copy on the spots RCA is taking 
will be semi-institutionail, 
ing out that NBC (with proper credit 
to RCA as the. network's papa) is 
doing something in the cause of 
better-music appreciation. But there 
will also be threaded in plugs, for 
the receiving sets. 

Lord & Thomas agency is now 
spotting the blurb biz on the selected 
broadcasters. 


Benton & Bowles 
Submits Shows” 
From W. Coast 


Hollywood, Nov, 23 
Local ° offices of 


Bowles agency is piping’ to New 


York three shows for sponsor hear- — 


ing. One is a Carlton Morse script 
with Herbert Marshall and Ricardo 
Cortez, the second a combination 
of Joe E. Brown and Al Goodman's 
orchestra (for Half and Half to- 
bacco), and the third a dramati¢. 
serial intended for Palmolive. 

Tag for Morse’s program is ‘Mur- 
der Preferred,’ while the variety 


stint will be billed as ‘Joe E. 
Brown’s Carnival.’ Morse is author 
of ‘One Man’s Family,’ currently 


backed by ae & Sanborn tea. 


Regional Discourages 
Spot Announcements; 


Biz Perks in Oklahoma 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 23. 

Business on the Oklahoma Net- 
work is 25% up in the last 60 days, 
states general manager Joseph W. 
Lee. Network, still rather young 
having natalized April Ist last, is 
carrying chiefly 15-minute programs 
as far as sponsored shows are con- 
cerned, Only two accounts carry 
spot announcements over the net-- 
work. 





Condition of business with individ- ' 


ual stations in reflected by that of 
KTOK, key station here in O, C, 
Business there is 800% over figures 
for same time last year when plant 


was operating as KGFF on part-‘ime 


schedule. The one-minute or legs an- 


nouncements on this station are up. 


about 10% over last sixty days with 
fifteen minute program business up 
approximately 25%. 

‘Nice things for ug and all con- 
cerned,’ says Joseph W. Lee, man- 
ager KTOK as well as g.m. of ON, 
‘is that former spot announcement 
users are seeing results of radio.ad-. 
vertising and buying 15-minute pro- 
grams.’ 





IRCN RANGE OPTIONALS 
OFFERED BY CBS 


WMFG, Hibbing, and WHLB, Vir- 
ginia, are being offered by CBS as 
supplementaries to KDAL. Duluth, 
Minn. Either station is optional. 


Both supps are in the Mesaba Iron” 


Range district and operate at 100 
watts nights. 


Goodkind’s Radio Show 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Trading Post store goes on WIND 
with a string. of morning and aft- 
ernoon programs placed by Lew 
Goodkind, radio chief of the Burnet- 
Kuhn agency here. 


Morning shots will be @,musical 
period, while the afternoon program . 
will be a man-on-the-floorer, known , 


as the Trading Post Floorwalker. 


in point-. 


the Benton & | 
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George Jessel did a Hugo Black 
Sunday on his Mutual program as 
regards the issue of broadcasing film 
gossipers. He said the chatterers 
were now being good little boys 
and, while they stayed that way, he, 
Jessel, would wish them well and 
keep his peace. 

His references to the dirt-spilling 
gentry were sharp and incisive before 
he closed the subject, however. He 
alluded to what business men would 
say if film companies started rapping 
certain brands of soap, etc., which, as 
he explained it, would merely be the 
turning of the tables. 

In a sense it’s a pity that the fight 
is so soon over. 
get himself plenty of listeners if con- 
tinuing to lambast the lambasters 
His sarcastic example of the type of 
skeleton-exposer who cries, ‘Con- | 
gratulations to Joe Glutz on his ref- 
ormation—he is no longer kicking his 
wife in public,” was swell stuff on 
which to pay the boys back in their 
own coinage. 

Jessel held target practice just be- 
fore the conclusion of his half-hour. | 
Previously, in his own right, he had | 
ran into some boggy going due to 
spotty comedy material. His John 
Alden-Priscilla routine was particu- 
larly overstretched in the name of 
Jaughs that didn’t materialize. 





Jimmy Fidler stuck to innocuous | 
material again last Tuesday (16), al- 
though his introductory spiel might 
have been taken to indicate hot stuff 
was on the griddle for the evening’s 
stanza. Intro in question was, ‘This 
is Jimmy Fidler, from Hollywood, 
where they marry for better or 
worse, but not for long.’ Nearest 
thing the chatterer came to shellack- 
ing the pic stars after that was an 
open letter to Jean Arthur, chiding 
her for being a ‘spoiled child.’ 

As usual. Drene’s commercials on 
the show were beaucoup windy. 





Don Wilson is developing radio's 
most annoyingly phoney laugh. He 
laughs very close to the mike as if 
he never attended a rehearsal and 
never previously heard the gags that 
Jack Benny and Co. pull. He writes 
himself into every gag with that 
laugh, and overbids the studio audi- 
ence every time. An announcer prob- 
ably wishes to be ‘positive’ and not 
‘negative,’ but ‘Wilson is doing a 
Wildhack routine that adds nothing 
to a program that can take care of 
itself on giggles, and if he keeps it up 
the word-of-mouth comment, already 
quietly mumbling, may swell to a 
bellowing ‘Aw, shut up!’ 

Latest Benny program (21) was 
one of the comedian’s slickest efforts 
this season. It was a masterly blow- 
by-blow bout with an array of more 
or less standard items that have been 
built up week by week. 


For tempo, for sheer professional 
finesse and in the systematic milking 
of situations, Benny remains unique. 
Every line of dialog means some- 
thing. There is constant clarity even 
in comparatively involved play-with- 
in-a-play comedy, such as the ‘Lost 
Horizon’ routine. Phil Harris’ music 
continues an appropriately sophis- 
ticated background, 





Metro-Maxwell program will no 
doubt continue to receive an ex- 
ceptionally close scrutiny. Its 
pioneering character and that $25,000 
weekly talent budget assure that. 
Both factors will eke keep the 
standard higher than would be ap- 
plied to a program with less aus- 
picious alliances and less publicized 
overhead. 


Third broadcast, last Thursday 
(18), revealed further experiment- 
ing by Bill Bacher. Show was 
heavily choral and musical. In this 
respect an echo of the old Maxwell 
House Showboat was for the first 
time discernable. Show, in view of 
the Metro resources, did not bespeak 
a ‘get-together’ and the sudden 
resignation of Bacher after the 
broadcast will naturally point up 
that thought. 


Show was weak on stellar person- 
alities. Ilona Massey is strictly an 
unknown. Luise Rainer was billed 
and showed up only to beg off on the 

lea of illness, She rather over-acted 
oe two line speech suggesting the 
Jast stages of physical collapse. A 
strange note for the program to 
sound. 


Alan Jones acted as m.c. and did 
nicely. Excerpt of ‘Navy Blue and 
Gold’ was nicely done by James 
Stewart, Robert Young, Tom Brown 
and Florence Rice. Comedy session 
of Ted Healey and his stooges did 
not bear out the promise of his ap- 
pearance the week before. It was 
prcbably okay comedy for sight pur- 
poses but the limitations of the 
microphone were dangerously 


ignored. It was in and out of sound | 


range, now clear, now obscure. al- 
ways inclined to confuse as well as 
amuse, 





Radio drama had three mildewed 
samples to offer Sunday, when Cary 
Grant-Constance Bennett did ‘Medi- 


cine Girl’ for Rogers Bros.. Silver. | 


Tyrone Power-Florence Rice _ sub- 
mitied ‘The Truth Game’ for Wood- 
bury, 2nd Billie Burke suffered and 
weni.in a bit of anguish for Chase & 
Senrborn. : 

It was the first fliv in six weeks 


For Jessel would | 


; out for the Silver theatre, which has 
been skating along with impressive 
curlicues of artistry. It proved rather 
| conclusively that P. G. Wodehouse 


process of getting laughs by extreme 
liberties with the probabilities, His 
silly-ass Englishmen do not come 
through, What stands forth after 
about 12 minutes is a silly-ass plot. 
Speaking, that is, for ‘Medicine Girl.’ 

An imported, indigestible jelly 
doughnut called ‘The Truth Game’ 
|}put more English lines into the 





mouths of Tyrone Power and Flor- | 
called upon them to tan- 


ence Rice, 
| gle, love, part and reunite. But the 
' faint simulation of conviction, 


in danger of tuneoffs. 

In the case of Chase & Sanborn, a 
seafaring gent and his possessive | 
wife in sorrowful lamentations over 
a separation that can’t be helped 


| proved not only dull entertainment, 


regardless of Miss Burke’s perform- 
ance, but seemed singularly inappro- 
priate to a revue that.is, or seeming- 
ly should be, basically gay. inasmuch 
as the estimable Edgar Bergen and 
his incorrigibly impudent alter ego 
C. McCarthy, Esq., are the presiding 
and chief excuse. 





Margalo Gillmere starred in a dra- 
matic: sketch last Sunday on the | 
Magic Key show over NBC Blue. 
Piece was penned by Robert Walls- 
ton, who was in the cast with Rob- 
ert Ross, the actress’ real-life hus- 
tand. Labeled ‘The First Waltz,’ the 
opus was one of those ultra-roman- 
tic-whimsy things that must be writ- 
ten and played just right to click. 
This one didn’t. 


Trouble seemed to lie principally 
in the sc: ~ ting, which was a trifle 
on the obvivus side and needed rad- 
ical pruning in the talky mid-por- 
tions. Romantic horseplay of the sort 
after the Man and the Lady at last 
met cidn’t carry the bite to warrant 
such length. In the all-important 
femme lead, Miss Gillmore, currently 
featured in ‘The Women,’ Broadway 
legiter, italicised the coquetishness 
too much. Men where satisfactory 
enough. 





Lum and Abner remain okay in 
that C.A.B. count-up (which squares 
so much, and makes a chump of 
criticism so often), but meanwhile 
their recent plots are destructive in 
the extreme to illusion and con- 
viction. Having moved te Hollywood 
to live, the actors have carried their 
make-believe there likewise. 


Maybe it goes down with the 
farmers. But for the more critical 
big city folks who liked Lum and 
Abner for what usually rang true as 
authentic hick town drollery, the 
shifting from Arkansas to the film 
colony is a rude dose of cold water 
on top of a warm, human, folksy 
serial. 

Hollywood stuff is being over-done 
on the air to start with. Lum and 
Abner place, by the most indulgent 
interpretation, a tension on the thin 
ribbons of ‘let’s pretend.’ While the 
actors still have the same twang, and 
the dialog still retains much of its 
original charm the hokum is starting 
to slobber. It was the essence of Lum 
and Abner’s former appeal that they 
kept themselves in check. The hoke 
never oozed through the seams of 
the bucket. 

In plunging into the 
Hollywood situation they 
into trouble. A récession 
bility seemingly must react adverse- 
ly. In the end a good show is just 
that, and a not-so-good is proportion- 


synthetic 
have run 
of plausi- 


i destroys illusion on the radio in the! 


passed the standards of newspapers. 

The news story which~ VARIETY 
criticized was truthful and in good 
public taste. The facts show that 
| Capt. Charles Brower of. Point Bar- 
| row, Alaska, known to many as ‘King 
!of the Arctic,’ arrived in Seattle in 
early October. Besides being a pic- 
turesque character, Captain Brower 
is a storekeeper and. postmaster at 
Point Barrow, which is’ the north- 
ernmost tip of land on the North 
Americai mainland. He is 76 years 
old, was reared in New York City 
and has spent nearly 50 years ii 
Alaska. As a member of the Ex- 
plorers Club of New York, Brower 
has been host to numerous well- 





players could not instill more than a | 
and | 


| th hole half-hour- was constantly | : 
fg Pie meaty 3 Sgt ay y |and thumbnail biographical ‘sketches 


known explorers on their trips. to 
Alaska and accordingly was invited 
by the Club to be its guest on his 
present trip to New York. 

By every standard of the human 
interest value of news, this man is 
newsworthy. Personality — siories 


of persons much less newsworthy 
than Capt. Brower are published 
every day in newspapers and news 
magazines and only a person with a 
jaundiced ear would be irked by 
news Stories of this sort. 
Immediately after this story was 
broadcast in New York, at least a 
dozen persons acquainted with Capt. 
Brower or his family, telephoned or 
wrote to Transradio asking further 
information and particularly wanted 
to know the approximate date of his 
arrival in New York. Accordingly, 
when Capt. Brower passed through 
Chicago on Nov. 13, Transradio 
again referred to his journey to New 
York and recapitulated briefly some 
of the main facts of his colorful 
career, 

On both occasions, Transradio 
authenticated its facts by contacting 
the Explorers Club.’ It was mo- 
tivated solely by a policy of serving 
the public interest with news about 
men of achievement and distinction. 
More than a month had elapsed be- 
tween the two stories. Public in- 
terest in Capt. Brower’s approaching 
visit to New York was clearly 
shown by numerous inquiries and 
the second story, reporting his ar- 
rival in Chicago, needed no other 
justification. 

Variety, by its vigilance in criti- 
cizing the good and bad creations of 
the entertainment world, has estab- 
lished a fine reputation by its fair- 
ness. In this particular instance, 
VaRIETY bent over backwards to 
ventilate its suspicion. 

(Signed) Herbert Moore, 

President, Transradio, 





Mark Kelly, onetime sports editor 
of Los Angeles Examiner and cur- 
rently contributing a column as an 
aside to his film writing, has taken 
over from Ken Frogley, L. A. Daily 
News sports ed, the weekly quarter 
hour sports review for Roitan cigars. 
Cheroot outfit is making its third 
change in an effort to get someone 
in there with a hop on his fast one. 
Kelly is their man. 


On the inaugural he jet go with’a 
blast at Coach Howard Jones of 
Southern California and in so many 
words said that the grid mentor had 
outlived his usefulness here and 
should be replaced. That’s red meat 
in Los Angeles. And just to prove 
that he’s no flash-in-the-panner, he 
stated that on next week’s broad- 
cast he would try to show why Joe 
Louis is through as champion and 
will get another shellacking—only 
earlier this time—from Schmeling. 
In demanding a sports authority 
who knows whereof he speaks and 
is not afraid to crack down, the 
Roitan crowd. made a wise selection. 
Kelly has always been fearless and 
outspoken and let’s ’em have it cold. 
Not having to .depend on _ sports 
sources ior his livelihood, as was the 





ately off. 





Bill Stern is one gridiron an- 
nouncer who doesn’t wax hysterical 
yet injects more than a modicum of 
pep and dramatic interest, as wit- 
ness. his expert spieling of the Yale- 
Harvard game for NBC over WJZ 
this past Saturday. He builds up the 
suspense with pithily phrased com- 
mentary such ‘can they do it now, 
jand tie it up, again repeating a 
tradition?’, or observing that ‘this 
may be the deciding factor,’ etc., but 
at the same time sidestepping any 
onus of coloring or partiality. 

Somehow in this season’s games 
some of the boys have sounded more 
than ever as if they were betting on 
one or the other side, and were do- 
ing a little extra-curricular rootin’ 
in for their selected teams. 
| Stan Lomax is another who does a 
good job Sundays with the pro games 
over WOR, even to the extent that 
one doesn’t mind, particularly, those 
interruptions for the Dodge motor 
sponsorship whenever there’s a time- 
out. ; 





Transradio’s Answer 
New York, Nov. i8. 

| Editor, Variety: 
Your publication on Nov. 17th con- 
| tained a criticism of a recent news 
| story delivered to clients by Trans- 
|radio Press Service, which was evi- 
|dently based on a lack of informa- 
| tion, unless we are to question its 
| good faith. 

Radio stations, even as newspapers, 
and the press services which serve 
them, are the sole judges of what is 
!airworthy and newsworthy. Truth 
| and the standards of public taste are 
the determining factors in the selec- 
tion and presentation of news and in 
| both respects, radio news has sur- 





case with Frogley, he can bear down 
without stewing over the conse- 
quences. 

Kelly is no Husing or Don Wilson 
on the piping but his delivery is 
plenty good enough for those who, 
will dial him habitually to find out 
who’s being laid out tonight. It’s 
the sponsor's wish and that’s who 
Kelly wants to keep happy. 





Jascha Heietz, working with Andre 
Kostelanetz orchestra, fiddled a zingy 
bow for dear old Chesterfield over 
CBS. This was a ‘musical treat’ that 
gave that hackneyed phrase some 
sense and meaning. Radio offers few 
solid-packed interludes of sheer top- 
flight performance as the soloist and 
the tightly disciplined orchestra in 
special one-time combo. 





Alan Mowbray showed himself 
quite a spoofer possibility for radio 
when he clowned around last week 
with Bing Crosby and Bob Burns. 
Englishman carried off some mumbo- 
jumbo idiocy very cutely. 





Feg Murray, the cartoonist. had 
Charles Ruggles, actor, and Wesley 
Ruggles, director, on Sunday’s broad- 
cast (21) for Baker’s Yeast (Fleisch- 
mann). Hollywood brother act was 
mildly diverting, although this pro- 
‘ram is not notable for smart chat- 
ter. While the continuity approach 
is light, there is scprcely a bona tide 
comedy situation throughout. Pro- 
ram would pack more wallop and 
have a better chg for wider cir- 
culation if. mar ction’ were in- 

ramble along. 
ner particular 
eing any one 
#-jt -throuch’ 
finished enter- 
















tainment. 


DR. MORRIS FISHBEIN 
Talk - 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WJZ-NBC, New York 

By putting Dr. Morris Fishbein on 
to talk about the current campaign 
against venereal diseases last Iues- 
day (16) NBC scored a sort of draw 
with the more articulate faction on 
the subject of air censorship. After 
upholding the taboo on General Hugh 
S. Johnson because the NBC prez 
didn’t deem the subject one fit for 
family circles, Lenox R. Lohr did a 
quick and smart change of tactics 
and invited one of the country’s top 
authorities on the topic to pinchhit 
for the general. 

It is doubtful whether the choice 
could have been bettered. A cam- 
paigner of -long -and_ intrenched 
standing, the editor of the American 
Medical Association, Dr. Fishbein 
came through with an exposition 
that left no doubt as to the grave 
importance of the current drive. 
Picture he drew was no pleasant one, 
but it made the listener alive to the 
depredations that the various ven- 
ereal diseases have caused in Ameri- 
can communities and that with con- 
certed effort they could be brought 
under control, if not suppressed to 
a minimum. 

Dr. Fishbein was 
the *eneral himself, the latter ex- 
plaining that ‘due to a misunder- 
standing’ his own talk on the subject 
had not been delivered over the 
same network. Odec. 


introduced by 


JOE DU MOND 

With Fireside Quartet 
Transcriptions 

15 Mins. : 
ALLADIN LAMPS 
WGY, Schenectady 


(Presba, Fellers & Presba) 

Waxed for listeners in non-electri- 
fied farm homes and likely to appeal 
to them. Dumond, who has carved a 
niche as poet-philosopher on Mid- 
West agricultural programs, plays 
here a combination emcee and spieler 
—in the homey manner, of course. 
Quartet sings the old familiars, in- 
cluding hymns. 


Small instrumental group accom- 
panies and fills brief spots. It is a 
quarter hour of restful rather than 
sophisticated radio fare, served at a 
suitable time, Sunday afternoon. 
Many older folks in small towns and 
cities will like the program, even 
though: they are not potential pur- 
chasers of lamps. 


Dumond introduces the vocals and 
delivers the advertising messages. On 
one disc heard, he recited a senti- 
mental poem. Dumond’s down-to- 
earth personality glosses over the di- 
rectness and repetitiveness of plugs 
for modern type oil lamps. However, 
the saluation, ‘Old Friends,’ on plat- 
ters spotted over a wide area, sounds 
a bit presumptious, Quartet warbles 
smoothly. Themer naturally is ‘Lamp 
Lightin’ Time’, 

Station miker cuts in for a blurb, 
with price mention, before signoff. 
Incidentally, program serves as a re- 
minder that many battery sets are 
still in operation. Jaco, 


HARRISON HOLLIWAY 
Comment on Radio Shows 
Sustaining 

15 Mins. 

Thurs., 9:15 p.m., Local 
KFI, Los Angeles 

Not so many years ago Harrison 
Holliway was top m.c. on the Coast. 
Then he became an executive and 
now is manager of KFI and KECA 
for Earle C. Anthony. He has avoided 
the mike for some time but the 
temptation was too great. In his 
‘Listener-Inner’ review he. has cut 
for himself a weekly quarter hour 
program so that he can say what he 
thinks about this show and that’ one. 

Although his material contains 
many a sly aside and trick phrase- 
ology of his own, he doles it out 
straight. Not once did he let ge with 
that chuckle so familiar to those who 
for years tuned his Blue Monday 
Jamboree. He is matter-of-fact all 
the way and jets the material do the 
punching. 

Old Holliway touch is there with 
such expressions as ‘slap-happy fac- 
tory’ and his ‘society for the pre- 
vention of excessive palm walloping.’ 
In the latter he takes studio audi- 
ences for a fast ride and excuses 
their physical exuberance on the 
ground that they got in for nothing 
and so should give vent to their feel- 
ings, induced by cuers and applause 
card wavers. ; 

On the palm-walloping (applause) 
score Holliway pointed out that on a 
recent half-hour show $750 in time 
was wasted because of applause and 
comics stalling for laughs. Among 
other statistics he cited was that 
90% of the listeners in the L. A. 
area tune five of the 18 stations. 

Holliway also had a few compli- 


mentary things to say about his 
chosen profession, extolling the 


classic music deeds of Jose Rodriguez 
on KECA, and just to show that he 
plays no favorites tossed a posy at 
Hal Styles on KHJ for his Help Thy 
Neighbor program. After haranguing 
on a few ‘whys’ he closed with ‘why 
don’t I get off the air?’ Helm, 








George B. McCoy, field man for 
Publicity Associates, made his radio 
debut last week on Radio Newsreel. 
Interviewed John Montague in his 
golf match when George Hicks, who 





was doing NBC coverage sustaining, 
was ruled out. 


| sipers, 





Wednesday, November 24, 1937 


—=B 


GEORGE McCALL 

Film Gossip 

15 Mins. 

OLD GOLD 

Tues.-Thurs.; 7:15 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 

Newest addition to the list of fim 
colony gossip-tossers is George Mic. 
Call, a veteran of the trade and the 
town. Writer, preducer of severa] 
silent pix, trade paper reporter anq 
more recently legging it for the 
Louella Parsons syndicated column. 
McCall is on a familiar news beat for 
Old Gold (P. Lorillard), 

It is his bad luck to get this chore 
at a time when the heat is on and 
he can’t use sensationalism to at- 
tract attention. 

Heard on his second broadcast 
(Thursday) McCall was doing quite 
a bit of tongue-tangling. These s is.t 
verbal missteps were external evi: 
dence of some internal jitters no 
doubt. Time will correct that. 

McCall has laid his stuff out for a 
staccato tempo in delivery. The an- 
nouncer breaks in at intervals w‘th 
headlines and there are also a couple 
of moments in which a feminine 
voice picks ‘Old Gold’s best dressed 
star of the week’ (Jeanette MacDon- 
ald when heard), 

Show needs acceleration and 
change of tone. McCall will solve 
those considerations when he eases 
up. Also may be standing too close 
to mike. 

It was apparent that there had 
been some production difficulties. 

What he had to say sounded newsy 
and fresh. It compared satisfactorily 
with the average of the other gos- 
Some filler of course but 
that’s inevitable. Production prob- 
ably better on paper than, at the 
moment, it is in delivery. Rehearsals 
and drilling would seem a construc. 
tive criticism. 

McCall, an  ex-VARIETY 
knows news feature values, and 
treats "em that way. He also re- 
courses to evaluating the new film 
previews via the audible method. 
Night caught, McCall fired a pis’ol 
shot to record a ‘bull’s-eye’ vote for 
the new Astaire film. 

Commentator has a good catch- 
phrase in ‘that’s the McCall.’ Old 
Gold also tags its show with an an- 
nouncement that the opinions of Mr. 
McCall are strictly his own, and not 
the company’s. 


mugg, 


MAUDE ADAMS 

With Stevens College Students 
Dramatic 

60 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 9 p. m. 

WJZ, New York. 

For young listeners, to whom 
Maude Adams must be only a name 
and the subject of a vague, unex- 
plained legend, this program must 
have been. illuminating. For it exe 
plained, in a way, why the actress, 
remains a name in the theatre and 
in American life. Unfortunately, 
however, it was aired at a time when 
few of the youngsters are likely to 
have been at the dials, or in the 
mood for this sort of ether fare. 

Program was hardly imposing by 
normal standards, but it did some- 
how convey why Miss Adams was 
such a figure in the American the- 
atre. For in her few moments before 
the mike this most retiring of 
actresses revealed again her magnetic 
personality. (She did a°commercial 
series on the radio three years ago.) 
She projects her presence through 
the air and into the very room with 
the listener. 

As for the program itself, that re- 
veaied NBC's production department 
at its best. Show was simple. direct 
and, for its type, effective. Being a 
sustainer, it was minus the usual 
blather about So-and-So’s miracu- 
lous hair-restorer, or such. There 
wasn’t even any ballyhoo for the 
star, nor the customary pap about 
so-glad-to-be-here. Miss Adams was 
introduced, said her say and that 
went for the whole program. Stevens 
College lassies put on their ‘Chanti- 
cleer’ dramatization in acceptable 
fashion considering they’re merely 
students of a Missouri school. 

There was singing, dancing, a class- 
room skit and the leader of the Bible 
class spoke his piece. Even that wes 
in taste, for he didn’t try to convert 
the listening public — just spoke 
briefly of the current sinister state of 
the world. Tap dancing by a group 
of the femme studes was something 
less than a wow for the dialer, but 
not painful, at least. All in all, NBC 
rates credit for setting the show and 
planning it so well, while Maude 
Adams certainly merits praise for 





her share. Hobe. 

BARNYARD FOLLIES 

With Huch Aspinwall, Joe Jung, 
Bob-O-Links 


30 Mins., Leca’ 
KEYSTONE STEEL & WIRE CO. 
WCCO, St. Paul-Minneapolis 


, (Mace) 

Here's a delightful exception to the 
usual program spotted for rural ears: 
the commersh isn’t overdone. 

Patter throughout is neatly pointed 
wiih rustic terms, Aspinwall’s corny 
drawl fitting in nicely here. He's ® 
capable emcee for the Bob-O-Link s 
warbling. 

Conducted in the manner of 2 
class at a grange meeting, this 30- 
minute stanza is Saturday relief from 
the football fodder which over- 
burdens the airwaves every week- 
end. Joe Jung’s accordion playing 5 
likewise welcome change from the 
hectic calling of scores of games from 
coast to coast. A restful half-hour. 

Rash. 





























Wednesday, November 24, 


1937 


RADIO REVIEW 











s——— 


:D ALLEN 
ba Portland Hoffa, Goge De Lys, 

Lionel Stander, Allen Art Players, 

peier Van Steeden Orchestra 
60 Mins. 

BRiSTOL-MYERS 

Wednesday, 2 p. m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Returning to the ozone after a 
summer layoff, Fred Allen is wham- 
ming over his nasal nonsense from 
Hollywood, where he’s currenily fill- 
ing a film stint for 20th Century- 
Fox. In general, the program is 
about as formerly. 
is ‘people you never expected to 
meet.’ 
right, but it still seems unexpected. 
Maybe the whole thing never really 
happened. For the debuter, the 
balmy visitor was a 14-year-old who 
told the breathless public all about 
autozraph hounds and what makes 
’em that way. 

Lionel Stander put over a sock in 
two sessions before the mike. In the 
firs: he slugged out a round of mur- 
derous insults with Allen, then 
played a hoke bit with a Ratoffish 
accent. Latter inning was with the 
Mivhty Allen Art Players in a booby- 


hatch dramatization, ‘Murder in the | 
All about the double slay- | 


Stadium.’ : 
ing during a touchdown run in the 
Heail-Yahvahd game. Lots of laughs 
' Gogo DeLys uncorked one song, a 


rousing rendition of ‘Somebody Loves | 


Me.’ with all sorts of rhythmic lift. 
personality and vocal color. Wow 
ioh. 

‘ Portland Hoffa was on for a dizzy 
bit with a double-talking real estate 
salesman; Allen spoofed Darryl Za- 


nuck about the comedian’s coming | 


nic, ‘Sally. Irene and Mary,’ and the 
Van Steeden crew vniayed the show 
with professional skill. Commercials 
were ‘worked into’ the script. Hobe. 


_—-— 


‘LA BOHEME’ 

With Suzanne Fisher, Armand Tokat- 
ya, Lucy Meonree, Sidney DeVries, 
Alexander Smaliens 

6@ Mins 

CHASE BANK 

Menday, 9 p.m. 

W1IZ-NBC, New York 

(Wessel) 

No. 6 of the current muitipie-spon- 
sor (Chase in New York) bank pi >- 
gram series departed from straight 
symvhonic music to present a studio- 
produced condensation of the opera 
‘La Boheme.’ 

It was in every respect a first-rate 
job with the four singers, under the 
guidanee of Smatiens, projecting the 
melodious Puccini score for a socky 
hour. Enough narration is inserted 
verbally to clarify the themes of the 
various arias, etc. Land. 





One innovation | 


In this case you meet ’em, all | 


‘CANADA, 1937’ 

With Ken Sissen Orchestra, Chorus, 
Russ Titus, Pauline Winters, 
Walter Bowles, L. Shapire (David 
Seott, guest commentator) 

45 Mins. 

IMPERIAL TOBACCO CO. 

Friday, i¢ p.m. 

CFCF-CBM, Montreal 


One of the most pretentious pro- 
ductions in Canadian radio, involv- 
ing plenty of coin by local standards, 
this combo musical show and news 
review seems to be aimed mainly at 
jthe top hat trade...it's kept under 
wraps, perhaps purposely so, and 
| handled as dignified institutional ad- 
vertising, sponsor being mentioned, 
but once or twice throughout the 
entire broadcast and then only to the 





effect that Imperial Tobacco pre- 
sents. 

Highlight of the program was an 
interview with David Scott, Paris 


correspondent of the London Times 

(picked up in Paris), who dished 
out the lowdown on the international 

political situation. Every week it 
will be another European capital 

with a prominent newspaperman 
|analyzing polities. Jack Ralph, 
Montreal, interviews. 

Orchestra (30) and chorus (16) 
|under direction of Ken Sisson, ably 
j;routined and first-rate. But here 
again a certain restraining influence 
| is manifested and musical selections 
| confined to ‘Sandman,’ ‘It’s Delight- 

ful to Be Married, “When Day Is 

Done,’ and miscellaneous 
from ‘Virginia.’ 


Following the orchstra's opening | 


jnumber Walter Bowles, the show’s 
‘Traveling Radie Reporter,’ 
picked up in Halifax and delivered 
a seven-minute history 
Halifax and the province of Nova 
Scotia, calling a local character to 
the mike to lend emphasis to his 
topic. Bowles is traveling across 
Canada and booked for a weekly 
talk for the run of the show. 

Next to closing spot holds L. 
Shapiro, columnist, picked up from 
the NBC studios in N. Y. Shapiro 
has the usual fan gossip on stage, 
screen and Broadway happenings 
culled from the, dailies. 

Russ Titus, baritone, soloing with 
the orchestra, plenty okay and cer- 
tainly warrants attention. 

Show runs smoothly, but too talky 
and therefore tends somewhat to the 
dull side. It’s on a 37-station hook- 
up across Canada and scheduled for 
26 weeks, this being the second week 
of the broadcast. 

No opposition during the 10-10:45 
p.m. period in the way of big pro- 
grams on any other local station. 

Krushen, 





numbers | 


was | 


lesson on | 
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DR. KARL REILAND 

| Talk 

| 15 Mins. 

VYEPPEKELL SHEETS 

| Friday, 7:15 p.m. 

| WIZ-NBC, New York 

(3. B. D. & O.) 

This sort of progrsm may prove 


| something, if only that a Boston 
sponsor is unusual. Unusual. and 





probably siudborn, for it is hard ta | 


believe that such a program 
selected by such an agency. 
Dr. Reiland is descrioed as a 
famous fizure. his seems to place 
}@ genervus inierprecaiion on ihe 
word. But that could be dismissed 


was 


JOHANNES STEEL 

Commentator 

15 Mins, Regional 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

WMCA-Inter-City, New York 
Johannes Steel (not his real name) 

‘s an exile from Hitler-land. In the 

U. S. he has been doing newspaper 

articles on events abroad. For the 

air he is offering the most exciting 

copy that has yet come over the 

ozone in his particular phase of com- 


menting 
montwin’. 


Till now the radio has not had a 


talker who pops up with interna- 
| tional political gossip and surmise 
that are as walloping in scope and 


if he seemed to have somethings to 
say wnat the avorase person would | 
be interes:ed in hearing or if he 
seemed capable of saying it in a 
manner calculated to gr p and hold 
Maybe he wes nervous. That would 
perhaps excuse h's heavily sibilant 


voice. Bui his 
| yond the cr 


dull be- 


non-lcarers, 


script was 
lence ai 


His subjcct wes ‘hope,’ which he ap- 
| proached with a mixture of small 
jtown Wednesday nitht preaching 
|}amd ponderous piatitudinizing. { 
was neither sermon nor pzp talk, but 


| steadily sing-sonsey and trite. 
Opening witn a long-winded com- 
,; mercial the pvozram is unrelieved 
| gab. No suspicion of lightness mars 
ithe perfect record of pericct bore- 
| dom. It is inferior to most sustain- 
ing preacncrs and szems doomed to 
1a minus rating in anybody’s popu- 
| larity poll. Land. 


YAHBUT and CHEERILY 
(Jennison Parker, Bill Wrizht) 
| Cemedy Patter 

| ROYAL GELATINE 

| WEAF-NBC, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 


gram currently originating in Holly- 
wood this team of Pacific coast 
comics whammed across a talk ses- 
sion that held strong giggles, They 
are off-the-beaten track. Radieesque 
rather than vaudeville-type. And 
coming as a welcome breezz of sheer 
nonsense (as distinct from mere gag- 
penening) they ramble along hap- 
pily, 

With emphasis upon the difficulty 
of maintaining such good material 
their attack is otherwise worthy of 
encouragement, New funnymen are 
rather desperately needed by radio. 
Yahbut and Merrily, work as a gar- 
ralous big-worded gent with per- 
sistent interruptions, punning. and 
otherwise, from the other guy. Talk 
is peppered with sly twists, snickers 
that come fast and build a spirit of 
absorbed concentration in the lis- 
tener. Puns are of the intelligent 
variety and, best of all, never under- 
scored. Land, 





jhad a few interesting 


possibilities as the stuff Steel spiels 
He has a wretched and halting air 
delivery, which may exclude fron 


his listerers all but 
terested in his 


those so in- 
startling assertions 


that they'll overlook the defects in 
his delivery. 
When caught last Tuesday (16) 


Steel dwelt on why Mussolini's wife 
does not share [1 Duce’s social life 
which, while not new, was put in a 
preity scorchy way by the Tcuion- 
aceonted talker. 

He disolayed a good knowldege of 
the economic veins of Japan, ana 
items on the 
eventual outcome of Nipon’s in- 
vasion of China. But what really ele- 


i; vated eyebrows was the out-and-out 


;}mames of Nazis he announced 


Inserted inte the Rudy Vallee pro- | 





asseriion of revolution in Czechoslo- 
vakia within six months. Steel namec 
were 
this coun within Ger- 
many's post-war-nation neighbor 
Further. he categorically went on 
record with how he reasons the revo- 
lution will go. 

WMCA, incidentally. wisely presse 
insistence fore and after each Steel 


arran ‘ting 


spiel that the opinions aired are the | 


commentator’s and not the. ststion’s 
Bert, 


DARLEENE DELL 
1% Mins.—Lecai 
VIRGINIA DARE STORES 
Wednesdays, a.m. 
KOMA, Oklahema City 

This young woman, discovered by 
Wayman Ramsay of KOMA, is buiid- 
ing. Shows experience in use of her 
voice, Program remotes from ma>- 
zanine of store before customer aud - 


ence, Each week out-of-city gals are | 


guests. Given gowns for guest ap- 
pearance by store. 


Darleene Dell herself is draped in | 
best the store has in stock for her | 


act. This is a good idea a lot of 


other stations could sell some de- | 


partment store or dress sponsors. 
Soon. 





‘MUSIC AS YOU DESIRE IT’ 
Transeriptiens 
45 Mins.-Lecal 
RCA-VICTOR 
Daily, 11:15 p.m. CST 
WENR, Chicago 
(Lord and Thomas) 

Perhaps the best possible commer- 
cial is when the product iiself can 
be put on the air, at the right time, 
in the right way—and' this is it. 
Spotted during the 45 minutes be- 
iore midnight, RCA is plugging its 
recordings of fine music by playing 


them. Light classical to heavy sym- 
phonic music is used, some as in- 
strument?z" solos, some orchestral 
wotks, and others eithe: lo 
chorus vocals. 

With nothing but dance bands as 
competition, this period is due for a 
big tollowing among the beiter than 
‘35,000-:-yeor class. They're the ones 
wao siay up late, and they're the 
oncs who probably form mar- 


ket for that type music. 

There can be little doubt that the 
show will do a selling job if 
tinues to be handled as it is current- 
ly. Records and the way they are 
iwransed leave nothing to be want- 
cd, and announcer is a whiz, his 
handling of the copy, both program 
ond commercial, actually instilling 
on interest in the heavier stuff so 
well docs he seem to enjoy present- 
ing the music. 


it con- 


Loop. 


‘DUNCAN CHIPPENDALE'’ 
inierler Decoration Talks 
> Mins.—Leer! 
MIURRAY’S FURNITURE STORE 
Sunday, 1:25 p.m. 
WGY, Sehenectady 

(Leighton & Nelson) 


Nom-de-radio obviously phoney. 
Material is well assembled, but the 
dclivery of it will probably strike 
| keen-eared dialers as artificially im- 
picssive. ‘Chippendale’ talks like a 
character actor playing an historical 
figure or a Boston Back Bay person- 
age. Neither tis manner nor his 
pronunciation are free from affecta- 
tion. 


‘Front’ presumably is adopted to 
attract the attention of a certain class 
| of listeners. Hewever, they would 
not seem to be the ones for whom a 
store of the sponsor's class should 
primarily aim its message. Estab- 
lishment can create for itself an aura 
of dignity and good taste, without the 


| sacrifice of naturalness in a radio 
spokesman. 

‘Chippendale,’ possessed of some 
pexperience in theatricals, is of a 


rather resonant voice and of poise, 
| would do better if remaining himself, 
Jaco, 
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Sound nd Equipment 407, Over U.S. A 


Montreal, Nov. 23. 


Demand for audience shows has | 


so rapidly here, especially 


grown 
amongst 


ment will aperate one theatre 1,200- 
seater, and six halls, seating capacity 
ranging from 200 to 1,500, this sea- 
son. Last year only three shows were 
broadcast outside the station studio. 

Drawing power of audience broad- 
casts has been amply demonstrated 
by overflow attendance. Shows will 
‘ue broadcast regularly this season at 
the Chateau Theatre, 1,200-seater, 
Jesu Hall, 
surance Co. Bidg., Palestre National, 


Salle Doree (Mount Royal Hotel}, 
Tudor Hall (Ogilvie’s Dept. Store}. 
and St. Sulpice Hall. 


Theatre and halls have to be fully | 


equipped for broadcasting 
mikes, loud speakers, etc., 
ranging from 40% to 45% 
than the same equipment sells for in 
the U. S. A. 





Belanger Replaces Le Pase 
Quebec, Nov. 23. 
Edwin Belanger, Prix d’Europe | 
winner, 


Page. 





the French-Canadian ele- | 
ment, that CKAC preduction depart- | 


with | 
at costs | Vice-presidents; Jack Hylton, treas- | 


higher | 


| ber. L. Collins, 


| aineilig Girl Spieler 


Sydney, Nov. 3. 
Deane, 23-year-old an- 
on Station 2-CH here, is 


Leona 


nouncer 


Sister of Paramount Exec 


only femme radio spieler in Austra- ; 


lia. She has been in radio for about 
two years, but previously has worked 
largely as script writer. 

Miss Deane is 
Deane. with Paramount's foreign de- 
partment in New York City. 


British Batoners Elect 


” Pendea, Nov. il. 
A. M. Wall was elected first presi- 
dent of the Dance Band Directors 
| Assn., which was formed Nov. 4. 
|Henry Hall and Bert Ambrose are 


1,500-seater, Sun Life In- | 


urer, Jack Payne, trustee and C. A. 
Mackay, secretary. 

Executive council is Roy Fox, 
Billy Cotton, Joe Loss, J. Jackson, 
Lou Preager, Billy Merrin, J. Wil- 
Jack Harris, Sidney 
Lipton, Lew Stone, Debroy Somers, 


lecal orchestra leader, has Harry Roy, Louis Levy, Alec Freer, 
been added to the CKCV staff as | Geraldo, Marius Winter, 
musical director, replacing Paul Le | 
} Fielding. 


Howard 


Baker, Herman Darewski, Peter 

















FIRST with the News of the' 





H! 


WFBL 





OLEY, CROWLEY& GEARY 
CAPTURE 


FIKST with the news of the capture of the three jail-breaking O'Coa- 


nell kidnapers! FIRST with the 


air interviews giving the personal 


story ef the kidnaped keeper, plus interviews with pelice efficera, the 


tip-off men and ethers clese te the scene of the capture. 
with the running story of the hunt . 


with INS reperts ... and with 


New York State Police: 


And FIRST 
. . With original reporting ... 


all-night communication flashes to 


As usual, WFBL gave its listeners the mest 


complete stery—and gave it FIRST. Here's the thrilling recerd: 


NOV. 16 


( 3:10 A.M. )—Cenvicts Oley, Crowley and Geary en- 


caped from the Onendaga Peniten- 
tiary, forcing Keeper Hayes te accom- 
pany them. 

( 7:00 A.M. )-—WFBI, flashes news of the escape. 

( 14215 P.M. )})—Keeper Hayes interviewed over WFBI. 


NOV. 16 (im the evening)—Henry King kidnaped 


by escaped 


eenvicta, Whe ferce him te feed them 


at 


his home. 


NOV. 13 (¢ 2:55 P.M. a and Crewler captured in a reom- 
heuse by City Pelicemen 
> ene and Hareld Kelley—result of 
a tip-off by Ivan Whitferd. 

(2:398%% P.M.)—WFBL flashes news of capture. 

( 4200 P.M. )—Miss Nerma Gray, whe lived in the 
rooming house, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry King, the unwilling hosts of 
the kidnapers on the previous night, 
interviewed over WFBL. 

( 5:00 P.M, )—Policemen Holland and Kelley, whe 
made the capture, interviewed ever 
WFEBL. 

( 6:25 P.M, )—WFBL flashes exclusive story that 
District Attorney Martin will call a 
special grand jury investigation. 

( 7:30 P.M, )—WEFBL requested by State Police to 
act as communication center for State 
Police cars. WFBL remains on the 
air all hight to render this service. 

NOV. 18 (10:00 A.M. )—Tip-off man Ivan Whitford (just re- 
leased by police) and his wife are 
interviewed by WEBL. 

NOV. 18 ( 2:50 PLM. )—Oley and Crowley leave for Albany 
jail 

( 2:33 P.M. )—WFBIL flashes news of Oley and 
Crowley departure. 

“OV. 18 ( 4:35 P.M. )—Geary captured by City Policeman 
Thomas Lewis and tip-off man Cas- 
per Mirra. 

( 5:15 P.M. )--Policeman Thomas Lewis and tip-off 
man Casper Mirra’ interviewed’ by 
WEBI, 

v. 19 (5:30 P.M. )—WFBL sums up the entire case by 
personal interviews with Lieut. Dillon 
of State Police; Sheriff Auer, First 
Deputy Sheriff Schmidt; Captain 
Humphreys of Syracuse Detective Bu- 
reau, Captain Arnold of Radio Di- 
Vision, Syracuse Police, and Detective 


Sergeant Casey 





* FIRST with the News 


* FIRST with Listeners 
® FIRST with Advertisers 


WFBL IN SYRACUSE 








sister of Albert | 





News in Dialect 





Fargo, N. D., Nov. 23. 

WDAY program director Ken 
Kennedy does a daily five-min. 
newscast couched in Norwegian 
dialect. Proving great click 
with local Norsemen. 

Foreign-born can unders‘and 
the commentating better when 
done in idiomatic form than in | 
the kingSs grammar and pro- |! 
nunciation. ! 


THIRD WEEK OF 
HAVANA 
HUDDLE 


Havana, Nov. 23. 


Delegates got down to biz during 
the third week of the Inter-Ameri- 
ean Radio Conference. . Talks on 
shortwave bands and a huddle of 
the North American Region sub- 
committee behind ciosed doors. 


Although many delegates were 
planning on going back home today, 
it is doubtful if the confab will 
washout on Nov. 30. 


American observers are waiting 
for the outcome of the North Ameri- 
can Region get-together. This com- 
mish includes Cuba, Mexico, Santo 
Domingo, Hayti, United States, Can- 
ada and Newfoundland, and is try- 
ing to solve the puzzle of the alloca- 
tion with clear, regional and local 
channels, directional antennas, etc. 


Comm T. A. M. Craven’s plan for 
allocation to each country in this 
region is being microscoped by the 
delegates who have been giving it 
the works for the past five days, 
but the general impresh is that the 
lovey-dovey feeling characteristic of 
this parley will keep everything 
pleasant, Probably early next week 
this sub-committee will submit to 
the general committee 1-B (Broad- 


(Continued on page 63) 


FRANCES SIDE 
HOPS ATLANTIC 


Montreal, Nov. 23. 

Importance of reaching American 
and Canadian listeners with the 
Franco-British interpretation of the 
international political situation is 
fereshadowed in the announcement 
from the Consulate General for 
France here that broadcasts from 
Paris are soon to be made available 
te shortwave listeners cf eastern 
Canada and the eastern United 
States. French consulate will keep 
informed of results obtained. 

Experimental shortwave broad- 
casting was started Nov. 7 with the 
opening of a new powerful trans- 
mitter at Essarts-le-Roi, near Paris. 
Tests are being made at irregular 
hours until further notice. 


Tokyo, Shanghai, India 
Will Get California’s 
DX Via Gen’l Electric 


Schenectady, N. Y. Nov. 23. 
Granting by F.C.C. to General 
Electric of permission to erect the 
first short-wave transmitter in the 
United States west of the Mississippi 
River—at Belmont, Cal.—will bring 
about not only virtually 24-hour 


























failed 


Canada’s $3,000,000 Year 


‘Quebec Grosses Acai $1, 000,000 for Time Sales 


During 1937 





French Canadians Like 


Quebec ‘Professor Quiz’ |, 


Quebec, Nov, 23. 

Professor Quiz’s French prototype, 
Prof. Tuck, is the biggest thing to 
hit radio fans in this territory. 

Originally tried out from the stage 
of the Capitol (F-P9 Prof. Tuck 
to appeal and was turned 
down by the theatre management 
for further booking. Novelty pro- 
duction was then broadcast direct 
from CKCV with turnaways re- 
sulting at the station studio. 

Studio production at CKCV will 
show 100% increase over last year | 
with time sales running approxi- | 
mately 25% higher for the first 10 | 
months of this year. 


CKCW, Moncton, Spruce-Up 
St. John, N. B., Nov. 23. 
New studios were recently opened | 
by CKCW, Moncton, successor to 
CNRA. Expansion was directed by 
James A. White, engineer of station: | 
A special program was arranged for | 
the formal opening of the new quar- | 
ters. 
J. L. Black is president and H. M. 
Wood is manager of CKCW. 


‘In Canada 


Jack Emersen joined announcing 
staff of CK WX, Vancouver, Nov. 20. 

















Charley Charbeleis, of 
Sherbrooke, in Montreal, 


CHLT, 
6n biz. 








Aubrey Precter back at the mike | 
at CKCL, Toronto, after three-week 
illness, 





ee 


Bruce McLeed placed in charge of 
production at CFCH, North Bay, Ont. 





De B. Helly producing ‘Crooked 
House, mystery script serial, on 
CHSJ, St. John, N. B. Program will | 
run 13 30-min. periods. 





CHSJ, St. Jehn, carrying ‘Com- | 
munity Sing-Song’ for N. B. Paueer | 
Co. Program is weekly 30-min. show | 
aired from Capitol theatre. 


/ 





Miller Heckey Ciub, Moose Jaw 
entry in the Saskatchewan League, 
buying five-min. periods on CHAB 
to plug the team and swell the gate. 





Bill Brown, Jr... and F. J. Me- 
‘Quaid added to announcing staff at 
CFCY, Charlottetown. 





CKCW, Moncten, N. B., starting 
new studio party program in Decem- 
ber with talent including Gay Fel- 
ton, Bill Killam, Virginia Howard 
and orch directed by Whitey Haines. 
Earl McCarron will produce. 





Paul Cerbeil has been appointed 





production manager for station 
CJBR, new CBC outlet at Rimonski. 





Montreal, Noy. 23. 


Gross time sales by radio stations, 
independent and Canadian Broad. 
easting Corp. outlets, will cross 
the $1,666,006 mark in the Province 
of Quebec if volume continues at ap- 
proximately the same rate as during 
the first ten months, 

Business for the first 10 months 
of the fiscal year shows an increase 
of about 25% over last year for the 
same period. There is some possibil- 
ity of a slight tapering off during the 
last two months of the year, but it 
is not expected to make a great deal 
of difference in the_annual total. 

It is estimated that CKAC French- 
language station hooked up with 
CBS, draws almost 50% of the totai 
volume of business here with CFCF, 
500-watter next in line, CBC outlets 


jand independent stations at Chicou- 
| timi, 


Three Rivers, Quebec, etc., 


| splitting the balance. 


Total radio time sales throughout 


| Canada this year are expected to be 


in the neighborhood of $3,000,000. 





CANADA MAY 


NIX KILLJOYS 


Montreal, Noy. 23. 


Reports here indicate that the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. will 
probabjy reject the demands brought 
by the Lord’s Day Alliance and Ligne 
du Dimanche that the CBC limit 
commercials on Sundays to bare 
mention of sponsor’s name <nd bar 
professional sports broadcasting al- 
together. Blue Sunday delegation 
claimed that sports broadcasting 
tends toe distract the mind from 
churchly channels. 

It is understood that the CBC will 
deny the request regarding commer- 
cials on the grounds that if the CBC 
doesn’t hook up with the U. S. sta- 
tions there is nothing to prevent lis- 
teners from tuning in direct to the 





| stations on the other side. 


In regard to professional sports’ 


| broadcasts on Sunday, it is pointed 


out that there has been little abuse, 
sports’ broadcasts being few with 
none at all in most districts. 





Far-Away 109-Watter Opens 
Saskatoon, Sask., Nov. 23. 

' Premier Bracken of Manitoba, re- 
mote controlled from Winnipeg, 
Man., to open new 100-watt CFAR at 
Flin Flon, on Manitoba-Saskatche- 
wan border. Arctic Radio Corp. 
operates station which is in lonely 
mining town. Local talent filled re- 
mainder of two-hour opener. 

Station is one of many new 100- 
watt type being licensed by CBC te 
service outlying sections which can’t 
be reached otherwise. 











short-waving from America, but will 
provide broadcasting service to the 
Far East—something heretofore not 
possible with a degree of regularity 
—and will carry into the Orient 
many of the best NBC red and blue 
web programs. Will be completed 
for use late in 1938. 


Equipped with the latest type di- 





rectional antennae, the beams di- 
rected to the Far East and South 
America, the California transmitter 





will be on the air from midnight to 
six a.m., 
shoot programs into Manila 
four to ten p.m.; Tokyo, from five | 
to eleven p.m.; Shanghai, 
to ten p.m.; Calcutta, 
seven p.m., and Sydney, 
p.m. until midnight, 


from. six 


from four | 
from one | 


EST. This schedule should | 
from 


() AFFILIATED WITH 
” 


SENTATIVE — E, 





THE Fourth HELPING. 


BY CAINS COFFEE COMPANY ; 





@ With no inducement but results, no motive but profits, 
Cain's along with scores of other local and national 
advertisers spend more e money year after year with 
WKY than with all other Okichoma City stations. 


Oklahoma City 


THE OXI 
NATIONAL REPRE AROMAN, THE TIMES and THE FARMER-STOCKMAN 


KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


(Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas) 
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Outstanding Stunts 


VOX POP SANTA CLAUS. 
CKWX, VANCOUVER. 











Santa Claus Vox Pops 
Vancouver. 

CKWX tomorrow (24) resumes for 
the fourth consec season its pre- 
Christmas ‘Santa Clause in Street’ 
series. 

Program is a vox pop, with twist 
in that all who want to have quizzes 
hurled at them must first drop a 
contribution in a box. All proceeds 
go to Vancouver charities. Fred 
Bass, CKWX program plotter, han- 
dles the vox popper. 





Springfield, Vt. 
Joining WNBX via WSYR, Nick 
Carter has for first assignment im- 
personation of Santa Claus on a 
series of nightly broadcasts spon- 
sored by Business Men’s Division of 
Springfield. Chamber of..Commerce. 
A new angle to the Saint Nick busi,r 
ness: a reception fo. Carter by City 
fathers at the railroad station, 
WNBX peonmonstine the arrival, 
built up via a series of preliminary 
salvos, 
Pole. 
Program setup also has a different 
twist. The reading by Carter of kids’ 
letters passed through an automatic 
‘device’ which buzzes if the particu- 
lar ‘youngster has been misbehaving 


‘and which rings a bell if he has been 


.conducting. himself circumspectly. 
Buzzing is designed to make the kid 
feel contrite, after which missile 


goes through the mill again and 
sounds the bell. Santa then remarks 
he understands Johnny has turned 
over a new leaf. 


KLZ’s Giant Herald 


Denver. 

KLZ, Denver, has issued a giant- 
size herald printed in four colors to 
highlight and ballyhoo its programs, 
national and local. 

It resembles a film company press 
sheet or a billboard poster. Marks 
the show biz influence in this sta- 
tion’s exploitation. 





WCPO’s Scavenger Hunt 
Cincinnati. 


Scavenger hunt idea has a part in 
a new series of programs, dubbed 
Musical Merry-Go-Round, which 
started Monday (22) on WCPO. Sil- 
ver dollars are offered us rewards to 
six persons arriving first at the sta- 
tion’s studio, on the ground floor of 
the Keith building, with sundry 
items called for by Jimmy Ward, 
singing m.c., provided they get there 
before the close of the hour program. 
Stint is from 11 a.m. to noon, Mon- 
day through Friday. 

Other talent includes Harry Og- 
den, organist; Hoosier Stringbusters, 
male hillbilly trio; Jane Northmore, 
pop pipester, and John King, tenor. 

Salesmen of the Scripps-Howard 
station sat through the initial shot, 
James Hanrahan, general manager, 
wanting ’em to get sold on.the thing 
before peddling it to sponsors. 


supposedly from the North | 


AT PRESS TIME, TODAY— 


| Variety Census of WHDH Program 
Directors Already Obsolete 








Boston, Nov. 23. 
WHDH has gone and done it again. 


Two issues ago, VARIETY carried a | 


story on WHDH having eight pro- 


gram directors within 16 months. 
The day before the paper hit the 


stands, WHDH lifted Fred Garrigus 
from the program director’s berth 
and sent him ‘back to the spieling 
roster. 

Ken Wilson, musical director, 
reseated in that chair 
builder-upper. 

| Record’ now runs, nine program 
directors in 16 months—two fem 
seven male. 


Gordon-Marsh Xmas Show 


Boston, Nov. 23. 
Studios, Boston, 


was 
of program 


aeOUULu 





|-- Kasper-Gordon 


| engaged for the fifth year to- build 
| Christmas show for Jordan Marsh, 
| Boston’s largest department store. 


tact. 

Series will be quarter hour daily, 
live talent show till Xmas, tagged 
Jordan Marsh’s Santason with Bobby 
and Betty. Show has cast of 14. 
Jordan Marsh goes in big for Christ- 
mas promotion, preceding the toy 
department opening with a parade 
of thousands along Hub streets— 
clowns, bands, magicians, inflated | 
giant balloons, elephants, circus acts, 
animals, etc., and which is generally 
witnessed by approximately one} 
million people. 





Runyon on Tour 


Washington, Nov. 23. 
First stop on inspection tour of 
CBS-owned stations was made at 








WJSV this week by Mefford R. Run- | 


Combining busi- 
ness with pleasure. 


' 
| 
ly yon, network v.p. 
in 
Runyon attended National 


Press 


|Club dinner for President Roosevelt | 


| and was guested himself at luncheon 
| for two-score radio people and news- 
| papermen tossed by local station 
execs. 





WCAU’s Migratory Staff 
Philadelphia, Nov. 23 

Itchy feet hitting execs at WCAU. 
Among wanderers is Doc Levy, prez, 
who’s been spending much time in 
Washington; Stan Lee Broza, pro- 
gram director, whiling away hours 
in New York; Bob Street, commercial 
manager, making a biz _ swing 
through midwest; John G. Leitch, 
technical director, attending confabs 
in Havana. 

Ike Levy, v.p., taking things easy 
in Hollywood, 





Harry. M. Frost agency did the con- | 





| ‘Music to Read By’ 


WHN, N. Y., as an experi- 
ment, is carrying a weekly 60- 
min, e.t. musical labeled ‘Music 
to Read By.’ Program is what 
its title connotes, comprising 
unobirusive concert selections 
sans any announcements for the 


hour. Gene Ford designed the 
show. 
Listeners are asked to com- 


ment on the idea. 








HOLD 3-DAY 
SEMINAR 


——_ 


Oklahoma City, 
Publicity, production, 
merchandising men connected with 

Hearst Radio, Inc.,- stations in the 
southwest met last week jin San An- 
tonio to perfect co-operative 
for better operation of 
Stations and the group as a whole. 
Neal Barrett, KOMA g.m. here, at- 
tended. 

Present were representatives from 
| KOMA, KTSA, WACO and KNOW 

including Joseph Pate manacer of 
| WACO and KNOW, H. C. Burke, 
| manager of KTSA. 

Meeting lasted for.three days and 
as a result stations now have a more 
complete mechanical service with 
| each station working with the other 

through Elliott Roosevelt, director of 
| Hearst Radio, Inc. in the southwest. 
| All stations center developments and 
suggestions with Roosevelt who 
keeps in constant telephone com- 
munication with each member of the 
group. Roosevelt directed the con- 
ference. 
| Plans were developed for better 
| control room operation and methods 
of co-ordinating the work of depart- 


Nov. 23. 
sales and 


plans 


| ments to smoothly present programs. 
| Outgrowth of the plans will prob- 
| ably be formation of a distinct re- 
| gional network to be offered adver- 
| tisers in economic coverage of the 
southwest. 


Se 


CKLW Prod. Job “eee 


Detroit, Nov. 2 
Frank Ryan, manager of Oks. w. 
| looking for a new program director 
to replace Art Sutton, who recently 
left to do production work for G. A. 
Richard's Beverly Hills _ station, 
KMPC. 

Has given New York and Chicago 
circles the 0.0. so far, and is at pres- 
ent on another jaunt, but to date has 
been unsuccessful in lining up what 
he wants in the way of an idea man. 





Kelly Smith and Howard Meig- 
ham, of Radio Sales, in the Twin 
Cities the past week contacting 
Northwest accounts. 











Showmanship Chart 


DECEMBER, 1937 








{Showmanship being largely dependent on stunts, 
tie-ups, etc., in connection with established holidays 
and events Variety herewith presents a calendar for 
This calendar is published 
monthly -from material copyrighted by the National 


the month of December. 


Retail Dry Goods Assn.) 


SPECIAL WEEKS DURING DECEMBER 
International Golden Rule Week, Dec. 5 to 11; spon- 
sored by the Golden Rule Foundation, 60 East 42nd St., 


New York City. 


SPECIAL DAYS DURING DECEMBER 


(3) Illinois admitted to the Union 


(4) Birthday -of Thomas Carlyle, author, in 1795. 
(5) Repeal of the 18th Amendment in 1933; Interna- 


tional Golden Rule Sunday. 
(7) Delaware joined the Union in 


(10) Mississippi joined the Union in 1817. 

(11) Indiana joined the Union in 1816. 

(12) Pennsylvania joined the Union in 1787. 

(14) Jewish Fast of Tebet (Tebet 10; begins sunset 
previous day); Alabama joined the Union in 1819. 


1770. 


land); 
Time Zones. 


Zones. 


in 1818. 


(17) Birthday of John Greenleaf Whittier, 1807; 
bur Wright’s first flight, 1903. 

(18) New Jersey joined the Union in 1787. 

(21) Forefather’s Day 
Plymouth. Rock in 1620; celebrated mainly in New Eng- 
Winter begins for Rocky Mountain and Pacific 


(22) Winter begins 


(16) Boston Tea Party, 1773; birthday of Beethoven, 


Wil- 


(landing of the Pilgrims at 


in Eastern and Central Time 


(25) Christmas Day. 

(28) Iowa joined the Union in 1846. 
(29) Texas joined the Union in 1845. 
(31) New Year’s Eve. 


Sales promotion note: December accounts for an 


1787. 


gest month) 


wash goods and 


average of 15.1% 
sales, which is as big a volume as October (second big- 
and February produce together. 
tically all department store lines sell at high volume 
during this month, the chief exceptions being millinery, 


of the department store’s annual 


Prac- 


patterns, 


AJ 





HEARST MGRS. 


individual | 


Inside Siuff—Radio 








Hollywood-made transcriptions of Community Chest were rejected by 
| station WBBM, Chicago, because of CBS’ rigid rule azainst use of discs by 
| its net outlets and not because of any alleged poor quality of transcriptions, 


it is now stated. Station building its own program from artist bureau with 
aid of J. Walter Thompson. 





! . . SPREE a . . 
| At recent American Federation of Radio Artists meeting and entertain- 
ment held in Chi, high spot was termed an actor’s impersonation of what 


was announced as an NBC producer. ge al opinion was that the im- 


personation was actually of a Blackett-Sample-Hummert man doing a 
Coiumbia show. 

Coincidence hos C., ford Clo.ches underwriting WOR end of George 
| Jessel Sunday show and (.awiord Launery patrunizins Wo ‘ of 


| same in Bridgeport-New 


| 


| 


Haven sector. Since both exhalers have 


a, unfortunate conflict has developed. 


sten- 
ers throuch Connectici 

In VARIETY’s review of.‘Dr. Christian’ 
Nov. 10, one of the supporting cast members was erroneously ment 
being ‘Marie Cannell.” Noreen Gammill played the role. She's a 
film and radio actress on the Coast. 


(Jean Hershoit) program on CBS&, 
1ioned as 
tandard 


newly 
soprano, 


Wife of Major Edward A. Davies, 
Philly, is Thelma Melrose Davies, 
WIP, way back in 1922. 


appointed sales chief at WIP, 
first soloist ever to sing over 


Westbrook Van Voorhis, the March of Time line-puncher, is campaign- 
ing to get away from his nom de radio, Hugh Conrad. New Yorker maga- 
zine gave him a story last week. 





GROOM 92 
takes BRIDE 8 / 


in first slave 


wedding ever broadcast 


ae 


WBT broadcast undoubtedly 


the only slave wedding ever to be 






put on the air. On a Sunday afternoon 

Jast month in the Ben Salem Baptist 
Church (colored), 10 miles outside of Char- 
lotte, N. C., Uncle Righteous Lawrence, 92, took Aunt Martha 
Kirkpatrick, 87, as his lawful wedded wife. The groom was once 
a slave on the Squire Biggers Plantation at Rockhill, $. C.--the 
bride was the former slave of Squire Robinson. 4 wet's alert 
special events crew was there to interview the happy couple as 


they left the church. When asked what his plans were, the 


bridegroom admitted he was now going to settle down and raiser « 


a family. The bride blushingly put her eager husband off with, 
“You-all go along now wid dat dere talk.” @ It was a swell broad- 
cast. Everybody liked it—if we may judge from the letters and 
phone calls that poured in. It’s shows like this, as well as the 
Columbia Network schedule, that make wBr the most listenéd-to 


station in the Carolinas. Shows like this that spell the slogan: 


“The SHOWMANSHIP Station of the Nation” W B 


WBT, Charlotte, N. C. Owned and operated by the Columbia 
Broadcasting System and represented by RADIO SALES. Set 
the dial of your radio at 1080—and listen to wet direct. 











Affiliated with Loew's 
Theatres and the Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer. Studios 
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McFarlane-MeNinch Clash On - 
Payne Ouster; Thad Brown Case 
Threatens to Become Famous: 


= 








Washington, Nov. 23. 
Refusal of the Federal Com: 
to discuss 


ini- 
Commission he 


of 


Payne 


cations 
ousting Commissioner 


Henry from the recent Segal- 


Smith disbarment trial this week set | 


George | 


Congressional | 


the stage for more 
brick-throwing at the broadcast | 
eCrars 


With a dispute over historical facts 
in progress, Congressman William D. 


McFarlane of Texas was pondering a | 


defiant reply to his week-old letter 
asking the commish to reconcile its 
cold-shouldering of Payne with a 
previous decision of the old Federal 
Radio Commission that it lacked sim- 
ilar authority to prevent Commis- 


sioner Thad H. Brown from partici- | 


pating in a hotly-contested case in- 
volving additional power for WNYC, 
New York Texas Democrat, who 
has been the most persistent Con- 
gressional ecritie of the F. C. C., indi- 
cated he was fac from satisfied with 
the unwillingness of Payne’s col- 
leagues to explain why they felt he 
should be barred from voting on the 
question of punishing Paul M. Segal 
2nd George S. Smith for alleged mis- 
conduct. 


While McFarlane made a direct de- 
mand for information whether the 
F. C. C. had knowledge of the five- 
year-old incident involving Commis- 
sioner Brown, the answer to the 
congressman, which was sent in the 
name of the entire commission, al- 
though not examined by all mem- 
bers, threw no light on the proceed- 


(Continued on page 63) 
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| QUILLIAM ENTHUSIASTIC | 
' ——— 
| ' 
| Believes Spokane Regional Meeting 
a Model for NAB 
Seattle, Nov. 23. 
That the meeting of the North- 
west Units of NAB at Spokane last 
Saturday may be the starting paint 
in the reorganization of the entire 
trade association setup is the opinion 
PUY OF Misilliem manager af KIRO_! 
OL W.d. wUuillialll, itlamages Vs snadere 
| Slee Spokane meeting accom- | 
| plished more in afternoon and 


| evening than was ever accomplished 
|for. a much longer ‘period at the | 
|national sessions of the NAB. | 
| Quilliam said the representation 
was one of the best to his knowledge | 
|for a like gathering anywhere. 


'SKELLY ‘COURT’ EXTENDS 


‘TO KLZ AND KVOR, COLO. | 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Beginning Dec. 5, the Skelly Oil 
‘Court of Missing Heirs’ switches 
‘from their Columbia: Monday night 
dinnertime spot to the 9:30-10 p.m. 
Sunday hour on the same net, and 
will add KLZ, Denver; KVOR, 
Colorado Springs; and WMBD, Pe- 
oria. ‘ 

This will be the spot following 
Zenith Foundation show which hes 
its first CBS showing on same night, 
transferring from NBC, 


| 
; 











| cutting each 


| Mutual-Don 
j}are an order 


CKCK’s OWNER PUTS 


OVER AMATEUR SHOW 


| 





Regina, Sask., Nov. 23. 

Leader-Post newspaper, owner of 
CKCK, Regina, and Saskatchewan | 
Farmer (weekly), has sent Bruce} 
Hendon out into countryside to stage | 
amateur nites in every town, one a| 
nite, Entrance can only be gained | 
by having subscriptien to weekly, 
costing half a buck. Despite drought, 
reaction tremendous and crowds so 
great Hendon is being sought by 


| small town boards of trade to visit. 


After picking winner in about 
six towns, Hendon takes bunch to 
Regina studios for airing Saturday 
a.m. 


Seattle E. T. Series 


Seattle, Nov. 23. 

local’ transcription plant 
‘Modern Miracie’ epi- 
sode as it is aired, over KOL for 26 
Lee circuit. Platters 
of. James Lunke ; 
Chicago Engineering and Air Con- 
ditioning Co. 

Gene Baker, handling the live 
talent for the shows, 26 in number, 
is local manager for WESCO as 
well as rep for Lunke. 

Lunke, who was here from Chi- 
cago for four days to start ‘Modern 


WECO, 


Miracles’ airing over Mutual-Don 
Lee web, returned eastward Sun- 
day. 


Les Joy Exposed as Basse 
Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

Les Joy, g.m. of KYW, came out of 
a long silence this week to be re- 
vealed as a prominent basso. He was 
elected to membership in the Or- 
pheus Club, Philly’s. oldest chirp 
group. 

He sang with the club 10 years 


ago, but missed be¢oming a member | 


by moving to New York. Also! 
warbled, it was learned, with old 
Savoy Company before the war, and 
was a Mask and Wigger at Penn. 











VWikedsike 


Operates Just 


Like Coast to 
Coast Network 


Pe O74 


KEY STATION 


« DETROIT 


| 
| 


| 


| 








(Continued from page 1) 





programs has shot up fees more 
than 60% in recent months. Some 
of coin demands of front pagers 
would be ludicrous if there was not 
so much counter-bidding. 
Nonentities who crash the front 
pages by accident ask up to $600 per 


| airwave shot plus fares and a pair of 


tickets to ‘I’d Rather Be Right.’ 
.Currently ‘We, the People,’ 
Busters,’ ‘Bob Ripley’s Believe It or 
Not,’ ‘Radio Newsreel,” and Charles 


| X Marks Spot | 





a 
wang | 


Martin’s “Thrill’ on Philip Morris are | 


after these people in the news. Oc- 
casionally, some types are sought for 
‘Hobby Lobby.’ 
Janitor’s Day of Glory 

Recent case in point was the cap- 
ture of the Syracuse kidnaping jail 
breakers. Few hours after news of 
their re-arrest was flashed, the vari- 
ous programs had agents and repre- 


sentatives on the ground to signature | 


those figuring in the captures. 


All five air shows got somebody. | thrice postponed. 


Janitor who captured two went to 


Martin’s thrill broadcast. Parking 


lot attendant who tipped cops to the| WIBW 


ringleader was signed by 





WFBL’s Scooperoo 





Syracuse, Nov. 23. 

Station WFBL here cleared 
all decks and concentrated on 
the news event of the hour last 
week. Escape of the three Fed- 
eral prisoners, Geary, Oley and 
Crowley, set this district on its 
ears. -And WFBL went after 
those ears, 

Station reported its score as 
inclusive of a- world-beating 
scoop on the recapture itself 
and the first radio interviews 
with all the major personages 
involved in the case. WFBL 
timed its news flash as five 
minutes after the event itself. 

Enoch Squires and Bud Kene- 
fick, Jr.. with part-time assist- 
ance of the whole staff, rode 
herd on the story. Persons, 
some of them still under guard, 
went from police to WFBL 
mikes. 

Getting itself appointed offi- 
cial broadcasting station for the 
hunt under New York troopers, 
WFBL held siege 42 hours. 











Newsreel. Farmer who drove trio 
around Syracuse was landed by Bob 
Ripley. The cops figuring in affair 


| and the prison guards went to other 


two programs. 

Top money noted recently was the 
$600 paid to the white wife of the 
Rajah of Borneo on Ripley’s pro- 
gram Sunday (21). Services of Mrs, 
J. F. Crater were widely sought and 
Radio Newsreel virtually had to 
keep her under lock and key for her 
appearance last Sunday (21). With 
all five programs trying to get some- 
body from crew of Greek ship that 


| sunk about 12 days ago, they finally 


concentrated on one sailor who 
could speak English. He lost his 
teeth in the water during disaster, 





& Stations in 
Michigan's 8 
Largest Cities 











: Stations. 


and his radio chat had to be post- 
poned until he got a new set. 

Idea of seif-estimates concerning 
value to radio shows was discovered 
during the Maine G-man shooting a 
month or two ago. Storekeeper im- 
, portant in episode at first asked 
| $1,000 on the line or no dice. He 

wound up by getting $250. 

| Trend towards grabbing news per- 
| sonalities has wised up station man- 
| agers and news directors of smaller 
When a national news 
story breaks, they immediately sig- 
nature everybody in sight. Result 
is that often program agents have to 
lo biz through them. 





Mason City, Ia., Nov. 23. 
KGLO’s North Iowa Forum broad- 
cast opposing attorneys in a ‘blood 
test’ drunken driving case just com- 
pleted at Hampton, south of Mason 
City. Case involved stirred interest 


WOW.WIBW FEUD 


STALLS COURT 
i) ad 


Omaha, Nov. 23. 
Hearing case of WOW vs, 
WIBW over exclusive broadcasting 
rights which arose at national corn- 


on 


husking meet early this month at 
Marshall, Mo., scheduled to day at 
Miami, Mo., h again been post- 
poned. 


| 





Foster May 
Wiseman, promotion 
and battery of insurance company 
attorneys, wili accompany John Gil- 
lin, station manager, to stene of 
courtroom contest, 


WOW newscaster: Bill 


station man 


Hearing is on case originally set 
for Nov. ‘9, but which has been 
Case arose when 
WOW at first refused to join group 
of midwest stations headed by 
in broadcasting event, and 


Radio| later decided to cover independent 


|end with mobile unit. WIBW, claim- 


ing exclusive broadcast 
ceeded in keeping May and staff 
from broadcast site with technical 
charge of trespassing and forcible 
entry against May’s attempt to test 


rights, suc- 


| from field night before contest. 


| pressmen 





No restrictions on NBC men and 
at contest were imposed 
by WIBW and associates, and WOW 
is thoroughly contesting WIBW’s ac- 
tion as discriminatory and _ illegal. 
Although May accomplished broad- 
enst from field adjoining contest site, 
station claims event was of news 
value and WIBW’s action interfered 


with freedom of press. 
Manager John Gillin has stated 
WOW will carry case to highest 


tribunal if necessary, primarily as a 
test case. Final ruling in WOW’s 
favor will be followed by a charge 
of false arrest against WIBW and 
associates, who swore out warrant 
against May and two assistants. 


Campbell, R. J. Potts In 
Detail Huddle on ‘Ranger’ 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 





Allen Campbell, general _ sales 
| manager of the Michigan net and 
WXYZ, Detroit, was in town last 





week for confab with R. J. Potts 
agency of. Kansas City and the 
Schulze bakery for final negotiations 
on ‘Lone Ranger’ sponsorship by the 
baking company in Des Moines, 
Kansas City, Omaha, Cedar Rapids, 
Peoria and Springfield. 

Likely that the set-up will include 
the use of Mutual lines and stations. 





Tom Wallace to Hollywood 
Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Tom Wallace joins the Russel M. 
Seeds agency as manager of its Hol- 
lywood office. 

Calvert Haws will continue to 
produce the ‘Hollywood in Person’ 
sequence for General Mills. 





because for first time in history of 
state, second time in U. S. history, 
‘blood test’ was admitted by judge. 

Subject debated was ‘Resolved: 
That the scientific blood test should 
have a legal standing in court in the 
trial of drunken driving cases.’ This 
was probably most timely Forum 
ever aired on KGLO. 


Atlanta, Nov. 23. 


J. W. Woodruff, Jr., on behalf of 
WRBL, Columbus, WATL, Atlanta, 
and WGPC, Albany, has a deal on 
with Charles Zimmy, legless swim- 
mer, to broadcast messages next 
month when Zimmy attempts to 
swim from Key West, Florida, to 
Havana, Cuba. 

Zimmy has sold similar service to 
other stations in other parts of 
country, 
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Orrice or 
E.F. MC DONALO,JR. 
PRESIOENT 


ZENITH RADIO CORPORATION 


GOO! DICKENS AVENUE 








CHICAGO 


November 8 


Radio Station WLW 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Gentlemen: 


AS you know, we have been on a coast- 
to-coast network using 69 stations 
each Sunday night from 10:00 to 10:30 
Eastern Standard Time since September 
De 


Your station WLW has done such an out- 
standing job for us that I just can- 
not let it pass unnoticed; therefore 
this letter. 


Our program, as you know, is on the 
subject of Telepathy and Extra-Sensory 
Perception. On September 19 we offered 
to send gratis to anyone making the re- 
quest, a booklet giving an outline of 
our subject -- Telepathy. There were 
no prizes offered -- no premiums. The 
audience was required to send in nothing 
but a letter or a postal card. The an- 
nouncement was made only once over each 
one of the 69 stations and the audience 
was requested to address us in care of 
the station to which it was listening. 


From your station WLW we received 25.9% 
of all the responses sent in to the 69 
stations. This is outstanding and you 
are to be complimented on the popularity 
end responsive audience of your station. 


Sincerely yours, 
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Seek Short Cut 
Settlement Of 
Shortwave Bids 


Washington, Nov. 23. 





Short-circuiting of administrative | 
red tape is planned in an effort to} 


hasten Federal Communications 
Commission decision on three ap- 
plications for the so-called Pan- 
American frequencies and permit 
use of these channels before the 


Cairo convention opens next Febru- 


> ALY. 


“With distribution of the facilities 
among two or all of the candidates 
generally expected, the F.C.C. last 
week propositioned attorneys for 
World Wide Broadcasting Co. 
(W1XAL, Boston), General Electric 
Co., and National Broadcasting Co. 
to forego the right to rehearing be- 
fore the full Commission and to 
waive oral argument on the record 


made a fortnight ago before the old} 


Broadcast Division. Agency asked 
that the members who did not listen 
to testimony be allowed to study the 
transcript as a means of obtaining 
background for their votes and of 
speeding a final ruling. 
Unsuccessful attempt to award the 
facilities before the 


blocked last week when Chairman 
MecNinch begged for more time to 
go over the evidence. Since he was 
unable to sit in on the entire hear- 
ing, and because the case is so vital 
to American interests, he did nof 
want to make snap judgment be- 
tween the three parties, 

Three-way split of the four chan- 
nels looks like the solution to the 
problem. Because the frequencies 
are reserved for the U. S. Govern- 
ment, the Commish is in a quandary 
about the best way of parceling 
them out in view of the conflict be- 
tween commercial and non-commer- 
Sdme members, ap- 
parently in the minority, feel that 
World Wide should have all of the 
berths since it engages only in cul- 
tural and educational operation. 
Others do not regard World Wide, 
which has the backing of the State 
Department and the Pan American 
Ynion, as sufficiently experienced 
and well enough equipped to deserve 
@ monopoly. 





Martin Tobin has joined KOBH, 
Rapid City, S. D., as p.a. and assistant 
program-plotter. 


Broadcast | 
Division went out of existence.was| 





F.C.©.’°S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





Washington, Nov. 23. 
Shift from three-man to seven-man rule last 
week threw a monkey wrench into Federal 
Communications Commission machinery. Ac- 
tion on dozens of broadcast matters was pre- 
cluded by lack of administrative mechanism 
| combined with unfamiliarity of several mem- 





| bers with record and policy angles of radio 
problems. 

With three-year-old routine suddenly up- 
rooted, the full Commish held two ‘confer- 
ences’ but no meetings for transaction of busi- 
'ness. A few urgent matters were cleared up 
by circulating papers around the building. No 
effort to tackle any of the batch of broadcast 
\issues, but initial decision-muaking session of 
the entire group is carded for this week. 


APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 


Washington, Nov. 23. 

Florida: WFOY, St. Augustine, change frequency 
from 1210 ke to 590 kc, boost night power from 100 to 
250 watts and make changes in antenna. 

Indiana: Indanapolis Power & Light Co., 
Marion City, two new relay broadcast stations to be 
operated on 1646,:2090, 2190 and 2830 kc with 40 watts. 

North Carolina: WGTM, H. W. Wilson and Ben Far- 
mer, Wilson, voluntary assignment of license to WGTM, 
| Inc. 

Oregon: KBPS, Benson Polytechnic School, Portland, 
change hours of operation from sharing with KXL, 
Portland (one-seventh time) to unlimited. (Contingent 
upon KXL’s application for frequency change from 
1420 ke to 1110 ke being granted.) 

Puerto Rico: WPRA, Mayaguez, change hours of op- 
eration from specified to unlimited. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Ohio-Pennsylvania: Desires of WSMK, Dayton, and 
KQV, Pittsburgh, transmitters now sharing nights and 
operating simultaneously days on 1380 kc, to cut the 
apronstrings and acquire unlimited time, were favored 


area of 


ping has handicapped both stations, Dalberg found, and | 
has prevented the snaffling of commercial programs 
from possible clients. In addition to the change in 
hours of operation, both transmitters requested power 
jumps—WSMK asking for a boost from 200 watts to | 
250 watts nights, 500 watts days, and KQV requesting | 
a switch from 500 watts to 1 kw. 

Definite need for aditional coverage exists in both | 
areas, Dalberg pointed out, and neither transmitter is 
in a position to carry programs which have been sug- 
gested for the bettering of the service now rendered. 

Only hitch, from the examiner’s point of view, is the 
possibility of interference between KQV and WNBEC, | 
New Britain, Conn., which has an application pending 
for unlimited time with 250 watts nights and 1 kw days. | 
New Britain station would receive interference to its | 
4.5 millivolt per meter contour anyway—if its request | 
should be granted for night time operation, Examiner | 
Dalberg explained. Granting of both the KQV re- 
quest and the WNBC application would bring inter- 
ference to the 9.1 millivolt per meter contour of KQV. 

Hearing the applications of the Ohio and Pennsy}l- | 
vania stations jointly, Dalberg recommended granting 
of both appeals, providing directional antennas for 
night use are installed in both cases. Ohio transmitter 
is owned, except for two out of 800 shares of stock, 
by Stanley M. Krohn, Jr., president of the corporation 
and station manager. KQV Broadcasting Company is 
licensee of the Pennsylvania station. 

Paul M. Segal, George S. Smith and Harry P. Warner | 
appeared in behalf of WSMK, with George O. Sutton 
and James L. Proffit acting in behalf of KQV. 

Puerto Rico: Fifth station for Puerto Rico was indi- 
cated when Examiner Tyler Berry okayed request of 
United Theatres, Inc., for a new station using 1 kw | 
power on 570 kw for San Juan. 

With net worth of $118,546, chain-theatre group— | 
owned and officered by five Puerto Ricans, all citizens | 
of the U. S.—propose to construct a $26,600 station 
which would bring in a prospective income of $29,400 
at a minimum rate of $25 per hour. Protests of WNEL, 
already operating one San Juan transmitter and with 
an agplication pending for a second transmitter in the 
same town, were registered at the hearing. Interference 
to WNEL and the proposed United Theatres station 
would result from granting of both applications, but 
Berry gave United the inside track on the request. 

Fontaine C. Bradley represented United Theatres, 
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WFBR SCORES 
BALTO AUTO 
SHOW SCOOP 


Exclusive show broadcasts 
add to “local flavor” prestige 


Baltimore, Md. At the Baltimore 
Automobile Show, Radio Station 
WFBR walked off with promo- 
tion honors by scoring an ‘‘ex- 
clusive’”’ on auto-show broadcasts. 


The station launched 16 spe- 
cial show broadcasts—one a half 
hour program, the others 15 min- 
utes. Some of these programs 
were broadcast direct from the 
Show by WFBR’s “mobile broad- 
casting station’”’ mounted on a 
trailer and truck. Others orig- 
inated in WFBR’s studios. 

All of them helped boost the 
Show’s attendance to record fig- 
ures—and did a neat job of tieing 
up the city’s most popular station 
with the most important com- 
mercial event of the season. 


WFBR leads Baltimore 
in automotive advertising 


From October 15th to Novem- 
ber 15th, WFBR led the town in 
automotive radio advertising— 
including ‘‘factory copy” and 





by Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg. Involved time-swap- 


New at WNEW, N. Y. 

Bud Rice, formerly of Cue mag 
staff, now is night news editor on 
WNEW, N. Y. Another change at 
same station is addition of Paul 
Kregg to production department. He 
formerly was with Benton & Bowles. 

Bill McGrath remains as. produc- 
tion manager. 





NBC-Blue net ‘Farm and Home 
Hour’ to’be aired from Chicago In- 
ternational Live Stock Exposition in 
Union Stock Yards, Nov. 29-30 and 
Dec. 1-2-3. All talent, including 
Walter Blaufuss orchestra, moved 


| to stockyards arena for the airings. 








It takes a well-stocked platter to see 
the family through a holiday dinmer 
without skimping. And the only way 
to get a full measure of coverage in 
the Connecticut-Southern New England 
market is to use the station that’s 
right for the job—-WTIC, 


WTIC does a thorough job of reach- 
ing all of Connecticut, and big slices 
of Western Massachusetts, Eastern 
New York as well as Vermont and 
iNew Hampshire. About 4,000,000 peo- 
ple are included in WTIC’s primary 
and secondary coverage areas. As pros- 
pects for most anything you have to 


Write today for our new 


” 
) 


32-page brochure giving full 
details on the Ross Federal Survey and facts about 








sell, they rank like this, according te 
government figures: 15% more spend- 
able Income than the national average, 
23% more retail sales—and 50% more 
food sales per capita. 


As for their listening habits, Ress 
Federal’s enarefully chosen sample 
shows that at any given time 60.72% 
of these prospereus people can be ex- 
pected to tune in WTIC compared to 
24.37% for*the next most popular sta- 
tion. You will find, as other national 
ailvertisers have, that this 149% 
greater coverage in the Hartford mar- 
ket makes WTIC a paying proposition. 


the WTIC billion dollar market, 





WTIC 


50,000 Watts 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


The Travelers Broadcasting Service Corp. 
Paul W. Morency, General Manager 


Member NBC Red Network and Yankee Network 
James F. Clancy, Business Manager 
National Representatives: Weed & Company 


CHICAGO DETROIT 


NEW YORK 


SAN FRANCISCO 





Washington, Nov. 23. 
Creation of a motions court to 
speed routine procedure and elimi- 
nate injustices in Federal Communi- 


cations Commission administrative 
work was forecast this week. A 
conglomeration of other administra- 
tive innovations also is receiving at- 
tention from the Rules Committee, 

Despite friction between the law 
department and other subdivisions of 
the staff, the motions court idea is 
practically certain to be put into op- 
eration as a consequence of abolition 
of the previous three divisions and 
the multiplication of work confront- 
ing the whole Commission. Step will 
enable the seven members to dele- 
gate many time-consuming matters 
and insure more regularity in rou- 
tine operations. 

Motions court probably will be an 





adjunct of the secretary’s office and 
will have complete power to rule on 
| a wide variety of matters. Unlikely 
| that it will merely make recom- 
| mendations to the full Commission, 
| since this would not materially re- 
| lieve the individual members or 
speed up activities. 

One phase of the novel move 
| which remains undertermined is who 
| shall take over this new function. 
| Several proposals have been ad- 
vanced, one that the presiding of- 
ficer should be a single commissioner 
appointed for an indefinite period, 
another that the work 


and a third that some 


chore. 


munications bar. 
for special advantages 


ened. 





consolidation or 


plications, leave to withdraw, an: 


| the presiding officer, 
In Order of Filing 


| Hand-in-hand with this reform, al- 


‘though a separate matter, i 





should be 
delegated to different commissioners. | 
who would take turns sitting to hear 
motions of attorneys and applicants, 
examiner | 
should be regularly assigned to this 


New branch would fill a serious 
need and please most of the Com- | 
Favoritism could | 
be reduced to a minimum, jockeying 
would be 
curbed, and delays would be short- 


Work of this court would involve 
chiefly requests of attorneys. Mo- 
tions to postpone or advance hearing 
' dates, requests for permission to take | 
depositions or to intervene, pleas for | 
separation of ap- | 


such propositions would come before 


the idea 


‘Motions Court’ Seems Probable: 
The Boys Are Wooing McNinch 


with Elmer W. Pratt outlining squawks of WNEL. 





of scheduling hearings on applica- 
tions in the order in which they are 
filed. Mounting criticism “is heard 
that cases are held up—either de- 
liberately or accidentally—in the 
legal and engineering departments, 
which sometimes results in serious 
injury to applicants and material ad- 
vantage to rivals. Certain Commish 
lawyers have been accused by in- 
dusiry attorneys of rigging the 
docket, stalling by taking unneces- 
sarily long time to prepare recom- 
mendations, engaging in needless let- 
ter-writing, and otherwise playing 
favorites, 

Another sore spot is the practice of 
some counsel for applicants who de- 
liberately retard proceedings by fil- 
ing a succession of amendments, thus 
upsetting routine and, in cases where 
applications are consolidated for 
hearing, blocking prompt action on 
other requests. 

Rule drafting has been complicated 
and slowed down by the wire-pulling 
by members of the committee. At 
the outset, the law department de- 
sired to dominate the work, a move 
which drew violent objections from 
other Commish attaches. More re- 
cently there has been considerable 
grand-standing in attempts to win 
the attention and favor of Chairman 
Frank R. MecNinch, while bleat is 
heard that confidential matters have 
been made known to outsiders with 
a selfish interest in the way the 
regulations are overhauled. 


Manny Marget Kicks Off 





Moorhead, Minn., Nov. 23. 

Moorhead’s new station, 100-watter 
KVOX, gets its baptism in broad- 
casting with its bow on the air to- 
morrow (Thanksgiving), 

Staff consists of Manny Marget, 
general manager; Bob Schultz. chief 
engineer; Emery Putnam and Du- 
rand Hansen, mikemen: operators, Al 
Monkkonen and Bill Hartho. Beatrice 
Grundfor will run the office. 


All-Family Trio 
Knoxville, Nov, 23. 
WNOX carries a program which 
strictly keeps the talent in the fam- 


; . 
ily. T. Stanley Perry warbles. ac- | 


companied by hi 
Station announcer 


wite. 


show is Larry Trexler. 
of the baritone. 


30n-in-law 


assigned to the | 


local dealer promotion. 


PROGRAMS: 


De Soto 
Oldsmobile 
Chevrolet 


SPOTS: 


Plymouth 
Dodge 
Chevrolet 
Buick 
Nash 


DEALERS’ SPOTS: 


Pontiac 
Dodge 


«Mobile Radio Station” 
exhibited in operation 


Widespread interest was at- 
tracted by WFBR’s auto show 
display—the exhibit of their com- 
plete mobile broadcasting station 
mounted on a truck and trailer 
which is complete with studio, 
shortwave set and public an- 
nouncement system, and which 
has toured the state, putting local 
news and special events on the 
air from the “front lines’’, 


Once more--local flavor 
means local favor 


The Auto Show tie-up was 
another in the series of WFBR 
“local flavor’ showmanship 
stunts. 

The two weeks prior to the 
Auto Show, Baltimore’s “Food 
Show” sponsored by the Inde- 
pendent Retail Grocers of Mary- 
land was held, and here again 
WFBR was the official station 
with exhibit at the show and 
broadcasts direct from the floor. 


At the Maryland State Fair 
at Timonium in early Fall, 
WFBR also was the official 
station, 


bn Baltimore, tts 
i 
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MORMONS OPEN 
PLEA BEFORE 
FCC. 


Salt Lake City, Nov. 23. 
Probably no other religion in the 
United States, and for that matter 
the world, is so radio-minded as the 








i 


Latter-day Saints (Mormon) church, | 


which boasts of nearly 800,000 ad- | 


herents and whose mecca is Salt 
Lake City. 
Church, which already operates 


KSL, CBS-50,000 watt affiliate here, 
is hopeful the federal communica- 
tions commission will grant it per- 
mission to construct one of the most 
powerful -international short wave 
radio stations on the saline waste- 
lands fringing the outskirts of this 
city. 

Hearing on the application, on file 
for nearly a year, opened today (23) 
in Washington. Representing the 
church are Sylvester Q. Cannon, 
president of the Radio Service Corp. 





of Utah, operators of KSL; Earl] J. | 


Glade, Sr., station managing direc- 
tor and Eugene Pack, 
nician. 


chief tech- | 


Proposed station, to cost approxi- | 


mately $300,000 would be of suffi- 


cient power to reach any section of | 


the world. Application is 
separate bands during the early 
morning, at midday, and at night. 
No commercial programs would be 
broadcast over these bands. 

KSL personnel and sustaining pro- 
grams would be utilized. Station 
will also be available to represen- 
tative organizations on authorization 
of church officials. 

Following several years of experi- 
mentation, tentative site for the 
transmitter is adjacent to KSL on 
Great Salt Lake fiats, about 15 miles 
west of here. Short wave station 
will be owned outright by the L.D:S. 
church. 

With such a station, clergymen en- 
visioned a near distant future when 
radio will supplant the old-fash- 
ioned street gospel meetings—back- 
bone of the church missionary sys- 
tem. Church hasbeen a consistent 
user of radio for more than a decade. 
Its Mormon tabernacle organ and 
choir broadcasts have been a major 
network sustaining feature since 
1926. 

Regional missiunary headquarters 
of the church are located all over 
the United States, Europe, South 
Africa, most of the Pacific isles, 
South America, Mexico, Australia, 
Japan and China. 

One of the principal arguments to 
be presented at the hearing for the 
proposal is that KSL can devote 
only a iimited amount of time to 
church matters without disrupting 
national and local programs. 


HAMILTON FISH’S IDEA 
FOR BROADCASTING 


Representative (Repub., N. Y.) 
Hamiiton Fish talks tonight (Wed.) 
over Mutual network, with WOL, 
Washington, feeding the 15-min. pro- 
gram. 

In requesting time from Mutual, 
the Congressman explained he hasn't 
been able to get a hearing to any 
extent on his ideas of government 
since Congress sat down for its spe- 
cial session last week. The Fish 
complaint is that he, in the Repub 
lican minority bloc, is having diffi- 
culty getting attention or the floor 
from the House Chairman in the 
overwhelmingly Democratic sit-in. 
Consequently wants to expound his 
theories on the radio. 











RCA Glee Club of 40 male pipers 
preemed series of concerts from 


KYW, Philly, on Sunday. Two more | 


sessions will follow. 








Six tohaceo warehouses are us- 
ing the facilities of WBIG! 

Tobacco is a three-hundred mil- 
lion dollar «rep in North Caro- 
lina, and WBIG is right in the 
middle of it! Sixty-five percent 


of all domestic cigarettes ure 
made within fifty miles. of 
WBIG's transmitter. 

WRITE TO: 


EDNEY RIDGE. Director 
WBIG, GREENSBORO, 
N. C.. FOR “PACTS 
AND DATA” 


Canis & Houuncssry, Inc, Nat’! Reps. 











for | 





Sykes’ Special Job 





Washington, Nov. 23. 

Administrative innovation to 
speed Federal Communications 
Commission action on emergen- 
cy applications went into effect 
last week coincident with aboli- 
tion of the Broadcast Division. 

While legal questions have 
not been settled, for the present 
only a single Commissioner 
need be contacted to obtain 
special authorization for minor 
operations. . Judge Eugene O. 
Sykes, former head of the 
abolished Broadcast Division, 
temporarily has been delegated 
power to pass on hurry-up 
pleas, but whether he will per- 
form this function indefinitely 
has not been decided. Job may 
be rotated on 30 or 60 day basis 
to avoid burdening single~in- 
dividual with too much detail 
work. 

Procedural change is of con- 
siderable importance to the in- 
dustry, since it eliminates pos- 
sibility of prolonged delay and 
inconvenience. Formerly two 
of the three division members 
had to initial all orders to con- 
form with regulations requiring 
a quorum to act, but now a sin- 
gle scribble will be sufficient to 
authorize stations to operate or 
remain sient for brief periods, 
change equipment in operating 
emergencies, alter power for 
special reasons, or rebroadcast 
unusual spot news events, etc. 


OHIO STATE, SLOCUM 
GET WEB SALUTES 


Detroit, Nov. 23. 

CKLW will feed to Mutual and 
supply entertainment for the 32d an- 
niversary powwow of the Detroit 
Adcraft Club from Hotel Statler here 
Dec. 3. Fete will honor George M. 
Slocum, publisher of Automotive 
Daily News and ex-prez of local Ad- 
crafters, who recently was elected 
prez of Advertising Federation of 
America. 


CKLW will ship out half hour of 
powwow, from 9 to 9:30 p. m., high- 
lighting speeches by club’s founder, 
Henry T. Ewald, prez of Campbell- 
Ewald agency; Toastmaster Harvey 
Campbell, head of Detroit Board of 
Commerce, and by Slocum. 














vide entertainment from 6:30 to 10:30 
p. m., include Al Morrison’s band 
and the Sleepy Hollow Vagabonds; 


piano twins; Reeves Sisters, 
Elaine Massey. hoofer; Toby David, 
mimic; Hal O'Halloran, announcer, 
and Joe Gentile, m.c. 





Columbus, Nov. 23. 


Ohio State Day, when Buckeye 
alumni in many cities get together to 
dine, wine and gab, will be observed 
with a coast-to-coast Mutual broad- 
cast Dec. 3. Local portion of pro- 
gram will originate before audience 
in Ohio State Armory with pick-ups 
scheduled from Chicago, Detroit and 
Newark during half-hour program. 

Football Coach Francis Schmidt, 
who'll be attending a Western Con- 
ference meeting in Chicago, will be 
cut in from there, with Charles V. 
Kettering, General Motors vice prez 
and Ohio State alumnus, speaking 
from Detroit. Tommy Riggs, a for- 
mer OSU student, will do part of his 
‘Betty Lou’ routine from the Mutual 
studios in Newark. 


feed program to web from here. Sta- 
tion signs off at 7:45 p. m., however, 
and will be unable to carry show, 
which is to go at 9:30. Program will 
be broadcast here by university sta- 
tion, WOSU. 

Bob French, WHKC production 
manager, is handling program. 


Harold Hough’s Speech 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 23. 
Radio advertising received a big 











} 
j 
| 
| 
| 


jing at the Tenth District Advertising 
| Federation of America Convention in 
| San Antonio last weck. (Neal Bar- 
rett, former district governor and 
lem, of KOMA here, was succeeded 
to the post by Michael Murphy of 
Krupp & Tuffy, Inc., Houston.) 


| Harold Hough, treasurer of N.A.B. | 


/ and owner of KTOK, Oklahoma City, 
iwas one of the speakers. Harry 
| Boyd, National Merchandise Man- 
| ager of Philco also spoke. 





Washington, Nov. 23. 





Station’s staff artists. who'll pro- | 


Bill Lewis, Marion Shelby and Bobby | 
L’Heereux, vocalists; Brown Sisters, | 
war- | 
blers; Billy Hammond, accordionist; | 


WHKC, local: Mutual affiliate, will | 


'part of the attention given advertis- | 


Early promulgation of policy on 
public interest angle of station sales, 
| potential monopolies, and newspaper 
fownership was 


foreshadowed last 


| week during first oral argument on | 
|pending broadcast applications be- | 


| fore the fujl Federal Communications 
|; Commission, 

While no clear hint was given of 
| the trend of thought, trio of lawyers 
attempting to convince the Commish 
| to approve sales of KOOS, Marsh- 
| field, Ore.. and WREN, Lawrence, 
|Kan., underwent sharp quizzing, 
|particularly at the hands of Chair- 


| man Frank R. MecNinch, on extent of | 


|Commish jurisdiction and social as- 
| pects of these important issues. An- 
| other neophyte in field of radio reg- 
| ulation, Commissioner Paul A. Walk- 
| er, formerly chairman of the eradi- 
|cated telephone division, also fol- 
lowed the orating closely, interpo- 
lating several significant queries. 


Price-tag phase of license transfers 
and stock sales seemed of greatest 
concern, although press and multiple 
ownership propositions were not 
overlooked in inquiries addressed to 
Ben S. Fisher, Paul M. Segal, and 
Arthur W. Scharfeld. At the wind- 
up Commish requested Fisher to sub- 
mit a memorandum summarizing 
various points he made about the 





public interest considerations in 
transmitter deals, while other two 
barristers were requested to file 


briefs elaborating on scope of F.C.C. 
authority, over prices and meaning 
| of anti-monopoly clauses of the Com- 
munications Act. 

Challenges Price Bias 


Extent of Commish power to dis- 
|approve station sales primarily on 
basis of objection to price was chal- 


| 
| 


‘Excess Valuation’ as Factor If Rate-Control Policy 
Established—Lawyer Calls Small Town Dailies 


Logical Local Licensee—Exchange of Theories 


,lenged by Segal, who argued in be- | 


| half of the WREN deal as counsel for 
| the Jackman family, which owns the 
| Lawrence plant. Conflicting philoso- 
| phies were reflected by the lawyer 
j}and Chairman MeNinch in several 
exchanges of views on the 
}consequences of transmitter ped- 
| dling. 

Doctrine of ‘let the buyer beware’ 
was enunciated by Segal, who con- 
tended that the sole concern of the 
government is whether the prospec- 
tive owner will operate in the public 
interest. Neither the transfer itself 
nor the amount of money involved 
has any important relation to the 
public interest, he elaborated. Ex- 
plaining present owners are willing 
to remain in the radio business, Segal 
insisted the Jackmans are entitled to 
receive any consideration they see fit 
to accept for their property. Reason- 
ableness of the amount paid for the 
nroperty does not matter to the 
Commish, in his view. 

Indications of a different slant 
were given by McNinch, who was 
| bothered about possible rate regula- 
ition. If the government allows sale 
| of a station at an infiated price, the 
|new chairman suggested, the Com- 
| mish may be obligated, in the event 
that time charges are brought under 
Federal scrutiny, to allow stations to 
| earn a fair return on an excessive 
| valuation. Wondered whether rati- 
| fication of a transfer for a price sub- 
stantially greater than physical 
worth of the equipment wouldn't im- 
pose restrictions on the Commish. 

With Segal maintaining that the 
cost element does not come within 
F.C.C. jurisdiction, McNinch wanted 
to know if, providing Congress de- 
cides rate cards should be controlled, 
| licensees would not demand an op- 
| portunity to earn a profit based on 
' what they paid for their stations in- 








* difference between 


| 
| 


social | 
|cannot shut its eyes to the amount 





SALE PRICE, PRESS OWNERSHIP ISSUES 
MINUTELY DISCUSSED BEFORE COMMISH 





stead of on the actual worth. Also 
asked Segal what accounts for the 
the valuation, 
materially under $100,000, and the 
$295,000 price. totrney shrugged 
that this question is immaterial, with 
MeNinch suggesting it reflects capi- 
talization on the license. 
Can’t Wink at It 

Direct warning that the Commish 
will continue to act as judge on rea- 
sonableness of prices closed the Mc- 
Ninch-Séega? debate. Unconvin=— 
the chairman asserted the F.C.C. 
of cash changing hands for station 
stock and equipment, 

Possible compromise between the 
views of Segal and McNinch was 
suggested by Commissioner Norman 
S. Case, formerly vice-chairman of 
the non-existent broadcast division. 
Brought up the idea that transmit- 
ters have some ‘pioneering value,’ 
representing the original inyestment 
and development costs, above the 
physical worth, 

Prospect that applicants for con- 
sent to acquire a station must make 
an affirmative showing that the pub- 
lic interest will be definitely pro- 
moted was raised by both Chairman 
MecNinch and Commissioner Walker 
during Scharfeld’s discussion of the 
monopoly question which originally 
was brought up by Examiner George 
H. Hill in an unfavorable report on 
the proposed WREN sale to the 
Kansas City Star. 


Contending that the Commish has 
no right to discriminate against any 
group desiring to engage in broad- 
casting, Scharfeld challenged Hill's 
contention that Star control of two 
transmitters in Kansas City would 
be a step in the direction of monop- 
oly. Pointed out that in several_ 
spots—notably Fort Wayne, Cleve- 
land, Memphis, Washington, and 
New York—more than one plant is 
owned by a single licensee and inter- 
preted the anti-trust feature of the 
commuiiications law as being aimed 
at national, not local monopolies. 

After discussion of this point, 

(Continued on page 61) 
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SO Micma idee” 


Orders may be sent to your nearest Variety Office 


NEW YORK 
154 W. 46th St. 





CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 





— $9 


THE COPY 


“Since the arrival of V ARI- 
ETY RADIO DIRECTORY, 
the time usually spent in 
reference work has been 
minimized at least 50%.” 
—Don Ioset, Mgr., WALR. 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 
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ulova Effects Atlantic City Deal ic sama ose tees ue 


tion 


a nie . | 
ill ( nsate Mi | Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 23. 
| For the first time since radio and 





ithe newspapers of Charlotte retired 
ito their separate camps here and 
| began the seige, representatives of 
stations and both 


. ‘ : ening | DOth Charlotte 
A controversy of several years; cleared channel of 1,130-kilocycles. sat at the same 


Atlantic City, Nov. 23. {frequency channel and move to a 
| 
‘ioe das i eas ae | Charlotte dailies 
standing between Municipal Station | In return, Bulova will seek either | 








i WPG and WBIL, operated by the|a new frequency or abandon optte- |lunchoab GRE on ose ques7- 
Bulova Watch Co. interests, over| tion of Station WOV, New York, | ‘Gouna one th caidiebtitiens a 
division of operating time, is on the| now broadcasting on 1.130-kilocycles, | aaa ge Ps of ee ee oath 
way to a solution. City commission |so as to provide WPG with - ewer 3 oy aeiiead ers by the Charlotte 
Thursday (18) adopted a resolution ; channel 3ulova also will withdraw nus Chan nel S .C eas 0 
to abandon its present 1,100-kilocycle | application to operate Station | ¥UniOr — ~ -" : “acs rce, - 
‘ | WCOP. Boston, on 1,130-kilocycles. meritorious public service. William 
Bulova agrees to pay the city A. Sehudt, Jr., manager of WBT; 
$75.000 for modernization of WPG’s Earl Gluck, manager of WSOC; Dr. 
1 equipment and the removal of the Julian S. Miller, editor of the Ob- 
r PERSONAL APPEARANCE hazardous broadcasting towers from | S¢Tver, and Cameron Shipp of the 
Go= _or— the airport, and foot the bill for all | staff of the News were present and 
expenses in gaining approval of the each reeeived a plaque in behalf of 
contract by the Federal Com- |! their stations and papers. 


munications Commission. 

WPG at the present time is off the | 
lair between 6 and 8 p.m., considered | 
ithe most valuable commercial time. | 
| These hours are now used by WBIL | oe sy 

which must yield other hours dur- | Chicago, Nov. 23. 

|ing the day to WPG. By eliminating|_ Those educational-entertainment 
| WOV, and allowing WPG to move | ideas are becoming more and more 
over to the former’s channel, this popular in commercial radio, and 
will give both WPG and WBIL full- | the Schwimmer & Scott agency here 


— -poue 
BRINKLEY 


international 
Radio Commentator and 


More Sponsored I. Q. 


Broadway Columnist time operation. To give WPG anj| comes through with two such pro- 
absolutely clear 1,130-kilocycle | grams for Fox beer and Salerno 

—IN— channel, the Bulova chain would| baking companies. 
withdraw the Boston application Has set a 30-minute session every 


Sunday eveniag on WBBM for Fox 
with a spelling bee ,to be tagged 
‘The Schoolmaster.’ On WMAQ 
the Salerno biscuits will get a weekly 
Sunday afternoon quiz period under 
the title of ‘The Question-Air.’ 
Donald McGibeny, NBC political 


Let History Take Note 


Columbus, Nov. 23. 





“| LOVE NEW YORK” 


Thirty-Minute Radio Revue 


Friday Evening, December 3rd 
at 9:00 P.M. 


RKO 58th Street Theatre 


program billing to ‘Evening Elegy.’ Elliotts, and Dog, on WCOL 
Under new name the show is be- Columbus, Nov. 23. 

| ing built up into a ‘Moon River’ type Six years ago, when C. Robert 

|program with organ melodies by | Thompson was program manager of 

| John Agnew, poems by Charles Lutz | a Baltimore station, he sold a spon- 

and nightly guest vocalists. These|sor a Pennsylvania-German routine 

| have included Nason Oldham, Ellis| featuring Mr. and Mrs. George EI- 


| Lucas, Bill C’ jahan and the Maids/liott and their dachshund, Kingsey. 


|of Melody tr It’s a 15-minute pe- | Same sponsor kept the act on the 

riod just before WHKC sign-off,| air for six years. 

which comes at 7:45 -p.m. this time| Last night (Monday) Mr. and Mrs. 
| q O Elliott and Kingsey began a sustain- 


| of the year. 
WBNS continues to use ‘Day Is|ing program called ‘The Dingle- 
| Done’ tag for a sign-off bit at 12:45|dorffers’ on WCOL, where Thomp- 
son is now station manager. 
—Radie Results— 
EVEREADY BATTERIES 
WRIGLEY GUM 


| a.m. with Geer Parkinson at the or- 
| gan and Adrian Fuller as narrator. They’re hoping he can do it again. 
i MAJESTIC RADIOS } 
; SHELL OLL } 
! 


FITCH SHAMPOO 
GILLETTE RAZORS 


Address: 4351 No. Paulina St. 


CBS Refuses McClatchy Service 


Won’t Feed Network Programs to NBC-Affiliated 


Stations 


- 
% 4 


ORCHESTRA and A GALA 
ARRAY OF RADIO 
ARTISTS 




















| 
} 
| 























CBS has refused to make the Mc- 
Clatchy Network an exception te 


e . 
4 » + 
fra ahie 
y | its rule against extending the Co- 
TAY Coes | lumbia program service to non-af- 
’ t 


| filites in the case of three shows, 
| Kate Smith-Swansdown Flour, We 


DAE | the People-Sanka Coffee and Mary 





Al Pearce Renewed 


After being the subject of much 
conjecture, the Al Pearce program 
(CBS, Tuesdays) has been renewed 
by Ford Motor Co. Means the show 





uring 


DONNA 

















THIRD ENGAGEMENT : | vous’ s hae ie ae will continue after January. 
MDMA nc the “prosvars nat even | 2 2" Of Ford Raving generally 
— r ~ HOUSEHOLD FINANCE date” Ghananah Peed, a te a = fight == 
ME sige re [didn’t like the idea of establishing | the Pearce program would be con- 
| + 2 MD, CDSE | A pebscoaead trom NBC an iam tinued. N. W. Ayer is the agency. 
. eo 
| <_< . Toronto Merger 





Toronto, Nov. 23. 


Argument between local stations | ang news commentator, will put on 
: |as to who first used title, ‘Day Is| gp, professional robes for this show. | 
with |Done,’ for sign-off program ended sb dcasied 
| las reek when WHKC changed 
ANTHONY TOSCA and His. | [ast week wher chang 


— 


-———z 


Forres Sues to Force Owners 
To Sell WINJ, Trenton, N. J. 








Trenton Broadcasting Co., through Loews are hedging om carrying out 
'Paul F. Harron, its president, has/the optional agreement. 

| begun suit in N. Y. Supreme Court Attorneys for WOAX have asked 
|to force Charles E. Loew and Julia} for a dismissal of the case against it 
iV. Loew to surrender their owner-j on the grounds that the court has no 
ship of WOAX, Inc., licensee of/| jurisdiction. The Loews have aot 
'Trenton’s only station, WI'NJ, in ac- | answered the suit and were given 
cordance with an option given the} until tomorrow (Wed) to tell their 
broadcasting station three years ago. | side of the controversy. 

| Justice Cotillo appointed (20) James 
| A. Martin referee to investigate the 
facts of the controversy and to de- 
termine whether WOAX, Inc., should 





Imperial Tobacco Co., Ltd. 





be let out as a defendant, it being | OF CANADA, Presents 
a New Jersey corp. 
In his complaint, Harron alleges 


KEN 
SISSON 


DIRECTOR 


“Canada, 1937” 


@ 3(+-pieee orehestra, 16-voice 
choir and soloists. 


Over a coast-to-coast network of 
Canadian Stations. 


10 to 10:45 P.M., E. S. ¥F. 


RUTH 
CARHART 


Centralia 
css 
“SONG TIME” 
Tuesdays, 6:45-7 P.M. 
Mon., Wed., Fri., 10:45-114 A.M, 


he entered an agreement on behalf | 
of the Trenton Co. in 1934, with the 
| Loews to take over control of WTNJ 
| for three years. The price paid was 
| $12,000. He also agreed to pay the 
expenses of maintaining the station. 
The Loews, he avers, agreed to give 
him an option effective during the 
|run of the contraet, to purchase the | 
entire capital stock of WOAX, which | 
ithe Loews controlled outright, for 
$70,000. 
He declares that early this year he 
offered to purchase the stock, but 
the defendants refused to do busi- 
}ness. Marron declares that when he 
j} took over the station it was in a 
| ‘rundown and non-productive’ condi- 
tion owing to the policy of the Loews 
in allowing Franklin Ford, the Cath- 
olic religion baiter, and similar speak- 
ers to have free use of the station's 
| faethities. 
As a result, Harron claims, the 
|merchants located in a radius of the 
; Station refused to purchase time and 
| the station went into the red. When 
| he took over control, the plaintiff 
| claims, he changed the entire policy 
| of the station, with the result that in | 
|a short time WTNJ was on a paying | 
| basis and is now paying profits. For | — 


| this reason, Marron contends, the | 
: Dayton U Pondering | BOB 
weno. | QO PANLEY 


With 


Fridays, 























‘VARIETY’ says— 


. &@ beautiful voice” 














Dayton, O., Nov. 23. 
University of Dayton will go into | 
huddle this week to discover if foot- | 
| ball game broadcasts cut into gate | 
receipts appreciably. Until this sea- | 


Conducting These Outstanding 
Programs Over WOR 











son spielers and mikes have been | te Cenat-te-Saant Network 
strictly taboo on the gridiron here. | Pr ny a mages ye 
Those who know say that the matter || (saturday) Hi There Audionce...2-6:30 P.M. 
may be tabled until athletic board || (saturday) Sytvia Froes......... 8:30-9 P.M. 
meets next spring. School has just | (Sunday) Stardust Revue........ 8-8:30 P.M. 
| finished its most successful grid 

season. , 








Six stations carried the Marshall- 
Dayton Buckeye conference cham- 
pionship tilt here Saturday (20). Si 
Burick, WHIO’s sports commentator, 
broadcast from stadium. Program 
was sent to WSAI by wire to Cincin- 
nati and rebroadcast by WCMI, Ash- 
land, and WPAY, Portsmouth. 
WSMK, Dayton, and WSAZ, Hunt- 
ington, also had sporteasters on the 
field. 

Four home games and two out-of- 


town were broadcast by WSMK and 
WHIO. 


JOE 
RINES 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
GRUEN WATCH PROGRAM 


| SUNDAYS, NBC Red, 5:30-6 P.M. 
Johnny Snyder Sponsored D4 1 
Mason City, Ia., Nov. 23. ete @ 

Johnny Snyder, on KGLO as sus- 
taining artist with romantic bariton- | 
ing for past few months, tagged by 
Schmidt’s City Club for commercial. 
began slaving for the beer company 























Booking Direct 


. Columbia had declined to answer 
iy GUS VAN Y. & R’s query on the subject until 
ay an actual order for the McClatchy 


STAGE - SCREEN - RADIO 
Central Booking Office, Inc. 


4 54 W. Randolph St., Chicago, Tl. 








| dadioue was submitted. 
agency’s proposal that McClatchy 
|pick up the three CBS programs 
from KFSO, San Francisco, and pay 
its own line charges from that point. 











WW LIT ES 


By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


: |AUGHTER TEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99 **/ 100 


LISTEN TWICE DAIL 





NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST 
IN NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST 
e« 


4 
0 


0 pure 


Y 


COAST TO COAST 
Dir., COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG, NEW YORK CITY 


It was the 


United Broadcast Sales, Ltd., and 
All-Canada Broadcasting, Ltd., sta- 


Nov. 22. Snyder is central figure of 


program which includes City Club | 


Cadets. 
Ivory-tickler Snyder is 
crooner and chatterer. 


tion operators and reps, have merged 
their interests and taken the tag, All- 
Canada Radio Facilities, Ltd. H. R. 


m.c., 





Carson becomes gen. mgr. 








In the United States the merged 
| outfit will be represented by Weed 
& Co. 








| Merle Jenes’ Welcome 
St. Louis, Nov. 23. 
H. Leslie Atlass, vice president of 
CBS, his assistant, Jack L. Van 
Volkenburg and Howard Meighan 


from Radio Sales, Inc., in New York 
| journeyed here for party thrown for 


| Merle J. Jones, KMOX’s new gen- | SPORTS 
| eral manager, Thursday (18). 
WOR—7 P. M. 


| Leading business men, agency 
| heads, radio crix of local rags and 
| representatives of trade papers also 


| participated in the welcoming party. 

















| Deems Taylor’s Title-giver 
Dayton, O., Nov. 23. 

| Six autographed first editions of 
Deems Taylor’s ‘Men and Music’ re- | 
warded 19-year-old Rod Taylor of | 
this city last week for suggesting | 
' the title. Accomparv' g the present 
' was a note of personal thanks from 
the author-commentator. 


iSTS MANAGEMENT 


Paul Whiteman’, 
cvening, Drake [ ote!l, 


Chicage, sensu “onal. 





1441 B’way 


‘ARTEGA 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


Sunday 6:30-7:00 


—MBS— 
CH. 4-5155 


Admiracion - 











THE KING'S JESTERS 


BLUE FOUNTAIN ROOM 
HOTEL LASALLE, CHICAGO 


Dir.: Consolidated Radio Artists, tne. 














THE SMOOTHIES 
BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


Second Year for Tums 
WLW and NBC Red, Coast-to-Coast 
Tues.-Thurs., 7:15 P.M., E.S.T. 
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AMERICA’S FOREMOST 
BOX-OFFICE ATTRACTION 


| Breaking Records 


Everywhere! 


Drake Hotel, Chicago 
Holds All Reco d 
4 Gold-Coast-Silver Foret Room 
m (Previous to added seating Capacity) 


COMMENTS OF THE PRESS 


VARIETY—Sept. 29, 1937 


Stanley, Pitteburgh 
“Ever since Horace Heidt came out of California more than a dec- 
ade ago with an iden, Heidt has been a shrewil showman but with 
experience and experimentation has come a perfection of that idea. 
Today the husky maestro stands quite alone, playing second fiddle 
to none.” 


VARIETY—October 13, 1937 

Heidt-‘Dead End’ Set New Kecerd, at Loew's State, New York, 45 G 

Loew's State, New York, is driving toward a new all time high of 
$45,000 or better with ‘Dead End’ on second run, and the Horace Heidt 
orchestra on stage ... In view of the fact that ‘Dead End’ had five 
strong weeks at the Rivoli, on first run, a new high for the second- 
run State this week will be all the more remarkable and is consid- 
ered to attest stoutly to the draw of Heidt and his band, 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS—Sept. 15, 1937 
Earle, Philadelphia 
Horace Meidt and Brigadiers haven't played here in six years and 
their appearance at the Earle drew capacity audiences Heidt does 
what m.c.’ing there is, but it’s not of the usual gabby variety— juni 
straight announcement with an occasional touch of humor, but all 
very easy and likable. 


WASHINGTON TIMES—Sept. 21, 1937 
Andrew Kelley 

Until they show me something better, Horace Heidt’'s Brigadiers 
get all my votes as the best stage band to come along tm 1957. I 
even see Maestre Horace Heidt racing down this year's stage with 
Ted Lewis as Vaudeville’s best showman Watching the one hour 
rouline .. couldn't find a lost moment. Deep salute then to the 
Heidt of stage hands... They have reached the top rung and by all 
signs they intend to stay there. 


WASHINGTON HERALD—Sept. 18, 1937 

Maybelle Jennings 
The Brieadiers head man—as is practically an open secret by now 
is quite as able a producer as he is a baton-waver. He has routined 
his show imaginatively and directed it knowingly, giving every per- 
former the chance to do his best work . . Horace Heidt and his 
Alemite Brigadiers, represents a smart stage band act im top form 
and an elegant buy for any show-house manager'’s—or sponsor's— 
moneys 


BILLBOARD—October 16, 1937 
Loew's State, New York 

Florace Heidt and his Alemite Brigadiers jammed the State to the 
rafters when caught. Pic, ‘Dead End’ helped the draw, of course, but 
the ovation accorded the orchestra left no doubt as to the real pull 
ot the show ... The show put on is a complete one including comedy, 
specialties and plenty of solid musicianship Heidt himself, a per- 
sonality in front of the band, gets his performers before the mike with 
and away to a good sendoff. 





Personal Representative—ART THORSEN 
Availabie for Engagements, April, 1938 
Bookings 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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On the 


Upbeat 





Joe Collins at Wellington hotel, 
N. Y. 





Marek Weber, current at Stevens 
hotel, Chicago, plays RCA’s Magic 
Key program Nov. 23. 





Jimmy Richards’ crew skedded to 
open at the Balconades, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., Dec. 2. 





Johnny Hauser goes into the Nu- 
Elms ballroom, Youngstown, U., 

ec. 11 for CRA after closing at the 
Mayfair Casino, Cleveland. O. 





Paul Sabin opens at the Jefferson 
hotel, St. Louis, Dec. 1. 
t 





Teddy Hill plays one week at 
Apollo theatre, N. Y. starting Dec. 
10. Willy Bryant’s crew augments 
Hill’s at Savoy ballroom, N. Y., Nov. 
25. 





Chick Webb moves into Palace 
theaire, Cleveland, O., Nov. 25 after 
playing one niters in Dayton, O.. 
Knoxville, Tenn., and Cincinnati, O. 





Woody Herman opens at the Nico- 
lett hotel, Minneapolis, Minn., Dec. 2 
for Rockwell. 





Ben Pollack into the Adolphus 
hotel, Dallas, Tex., Dec. 4. 





Phil D’Arcy opens at the St. 
George hotel, Brooklyn, N. Y., Nov. 
24. 





Stuff Smith preems at Silver Grill, 
Buffalo, N. Y., Nov. 27 for one week 
then moves to the Famous Door, 
Hollywood, for a 30-week stay. 





George Hall doubles from Taft 
hotel to Central Opera House, N. Y., 
Feb. 11 for CRA. 





Fletcher Henderson set for Vogue 
ballroom, Los Angeles, Dec. 11. Now 
routing the western one-niters for 
CRA. 





Joe Candulle in for two weeks at 
the Normandie Ballroom, Boston, has 
been pushed to five weeks. Will Os- 
borne Orc follows for a month’s stay. 





Rita Rio, out of Hollywood, N. Y., 
into the Coliseum ballroom, Lorain, 
Dec. ‘5. 





Joe Haymes at U. of Kentucky, 
Dec. 11 for CRA. 





Duke Ellington plays Danceland, 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., Dec. 16. 

Leith Stevens doubles from CBS’ 
Saturday Night Swing Session on 
Dec. 9 to play the Paramount thea- 
tre, N. Y. 





George Olsen, Vincent 


Bun1.y Berigan and Art Shaw set for ‘XH 


MCA dates at Sunnybrook Park, 
Pottstown, Pa., during December. 





Jack Wardlaw opens at Casa 
Tyee 12 


= steeill 
Madi id, Louisville, afu\e Aue 





Mal Hallett engaged for week at 


Teil Taylor Drops Dead 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Tell Taylor, 60, writer of ‘Down 
by the Old Mill Stream,’ ‘When You 
and I Were Sweet 16,’ ‘If Wishes 
Were Horses,’ ‘Rock Me to Sleep in 
an Old Rocking Chair,’ ‘Can We Still 
' Be the Same Swee-hearts’ and many 
| other songs, dropped dead Monday 
(22). 
| Had been inactive for several 
years. Is survived by widow. 


1910 AVIATION 











———=2 





Of Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Saturday, Nov. 20.) 





Can’t Stop Me from 


*Farewell My Love 
*That Old Feeling 
* Indicates filmusical song. 
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Nixon Grand theatre, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Dec. 10. 





Jimmy Livingston orchestra at | 
Hotel Charlotte, Charlotte, N. C., for 
an indefinite engagement. 
daily over WBT. 





Joe Haymes opens Webster Hall’s 
new Imperial Room, Pittsburgh, Fri- 
day (27) for indef stay. Handled by 
Joe Hiller for CRA, 





Lai Aleha Strollers pencilled into 
Hotel Roosevelt Lounge, Pittsburgh, 


Nov. 29, for run, replacing Billy 
Catizone trio. Booked by Joe Hil- 
ler. 





Art Shaw booked for one-nighter 
at Pittsburgh Warner Club’s annual 
dinner-dance in William Penn Hotel 
Sunday (28). 





Willows, Pittsburgh, has con- 
tracted Marty Gregor for remainder 
of winter. Spot dancing only on 
weekends during cold months. 





Otte Thurn and his Bavarians, 
from Alpine Village in Cleveland, 





into William Penn hotel grill, Pitts- | belongs to the publisher if the work 


burgh, for six months, 
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1629 BROADWAY 


PGORDON and REVEL’ 
Biggest and Smartest Songs 


SWEET SOMEONE 


| WANNA BE IN 
WINCHELL’S COLUMN 


BROADWAY'S GONE HAWAII 
BE A GOOD SPORT 


20th Century - Fox 
production, LOVE AND HISSES, 
starring Walter 
Bernie and Simone Simon 


The Novelty Hit 


JOSEPHINE 


By Gus Kahn, Wayne King and Burke Bivens 
ca 


From Walter Wanger’s “52nd Street” 


i STILL LOVE TO KISS YOU GOODNIGH: 


By Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 
* 
The Standard Bearer of Christmas Songs 


SANTA CLAUS IS COMIN’ TO TOWN 


By Haven Cillespie and Fred Coots 


THAT OLD FEELING 


By Lew Brown and Sammy Fain 
From Walter Wangers “Vosues of 1938” 


Leo Pelod” ine 


a. CHESTER COHN, 


You Can’tGo Wrong With a Feist Song 


Winchell, Ben 
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Famous Music Corp. and Shapiro, ! 


| Bernstein & Co. are feuding over the is 


copyright renewal rights to ‘Come 
Josephine in My Flying Machine’ a ' 
year before the copyright becomes 


Shapiro-Bernstein, claims that the | 
right to renew on the tune is ex- | 
clusively his by virtue of a 27-year- 
old contract with its writers, Al 
Bryan and Fred Fisher, while Lou 
Diamond, Famous prez, who ob- 
tained the renewal right from Bryan, | 
holds that the song never came with- | 
in the purview of the purported con- 
tract and that copyright automatic- 
ally reverts to the latter writer next 
year. 

Controversy developed after Dia- 
mond had informed Bernstein that | 
Famous had made a renewal deal 
with Bryan, who wrote the lyrics of 
lying Machine,’ and that Shapiro- 
Bernstein was expected to cease 
publishing the tune when the present 
contract expired. Bernstein retorted 
that Bryan had no rights to dis- 
pose of, since S-B had published the 
number six weeks after Bryan had 
in 1910 si¢natured an emnloyment 
contract with that firm. Under the 
copyright law the rictht of renewal 


was created during the term of such 
employment contract. 


T’ll Prove It’ 

| Diamond told Bernstein last week 
that Bryan will be able to prove 
that, even though S-B was the pub- 
lisher, the tune was written before 
the execution of the employment 
contract, and that, if the dispute goes 
to court, he will summon as confirm- 
ing witnesses an ex-employee of 
Shapiro-Bernstein and someone who. 
as a singing waiter in a Coney Island 
beer garden, plugged the song 27 
years ago. His point in these in- 
stances will be to prove that ‘Flying 
Machine’ was a hit prior to actual 
| publication. 

| Bernstein says that he proposed to 
| file for renewal in any event and 
| that he will bring suit against Fa- 
mous the moment it makes any un- 
_ authorized use of the tune. Though 
| the number hasn’t sold a copy of 
| sheet music in years, it is frequently 
| used in films and transcriptions. 











Vieni Vieni ........ web saseeseene 
Dreaming.. 
Harbor Lights ...... Ae PS EE 
One Rose Left in My Heart...... 
*Roses in December .......+e+06- 
Once in a While ..........-+- ote 
*Blossoms on Broadway .......-.-- 
*Moon Got in My Eyes........... 
So Many Memories ..........+.5. 
If It’s the Last Thing I Do........ 
PRememner BOOT ccc ss cvcccinscsas 
Everything You Said Came True 
*I Still Love to Kiss You Goodnite. 


Se Marlo 


Stal whttane due dass . Berlin 


Eee reek pars CLE Ded Select 


Me oe aS 4 ee Remick 
ei re 


+ Indicates stage production song. 
The others are pops. 


Witmark 
Meche é ae tanbaae -- Remick 


POPU ey TE eres ee Shapiro 


Bie dia x0 a le Mais Shapiro 


CPP TeOE NT SCPE re Crawford 
St yp ee Se gee Witmark 








Best Record Sellers 


(Week ending Saturday, Nov. 20) 


BLUEBIRD 
‘Foggy Day,’ ‘Nice Work If You 
Can Get It’ (Shep Fields). 
2—‘One Rose,’ ‘Doodle-Doo-Doo’ (Art 
Kassel Orch). 





Aired | renewable. Louis Bernstein, head of |3_*wienj Vieni,” ‘Don’t Play With 


Fire’ (Rudy Vallee). 

4—‘Once in a While,’ ‘Queen Isabella’ 
(Ozzie Nelson). 

5—‘Rosalie,’ ‘Thrill of a Lifetime’ 
(Art Kassel Orch). 


BRUNSWICK 

1—‘Vieni Vieni,’ ‘Mission by the Sea’ 
(Horace Heidt). 

2—‘Poprorn Man,’ ‘Going Haywire’ 
(Hudson-deLange). 

3—‘Dipsy Doodle,’ ‘I Want You for 
for Christmas’ (Russ Morgan). 

4—‘Shoot the Likker,’ ‘Free Wheel- 
ing’ (Art Shaw Orch). 

5—‘Organ Played O Promise Me,’ 
‘You Started Something’ (Emery 
Deutsch orch). 


DECCA 
1—‘One_ Rose,’ ‘Sentimental and 
Melancholy’ (Bing Crosby). 
2—‘Basin St. Blues,’ ‘Bob White’ 


(Bing Crosby, Connie Boswell). 
3—‘Rollin’ Plains,’ ‘I Want You for 

Christmas’ (Dick Robertson orch). 
4—‘When My Baby Smiles at Me,’ 


(Freddie Fisher orch). 

5—‘Gettin’ Some Fun Out of Life,’ 
‘Roses in December’ (Dick Rob- 
erston orch). 


VICTOR 

1—‘Dipsy Doodle,’ ‘Who’ (Tommy 
Dorsey). 

2—‘I’ve Got My Heart Set on You,’ 
‘True Confession’ (Larry Clinton 
orch), 

3—‘Once in a While,’ ‘If It’s the Last 
Thing I do’ (Tommy Dorsey). 

4—‘Sweet Someone,’ ‘I Want to Be 
in Winchell’s Column’ (Guy Lom- 
bardo), 

5—I Cash Clo’es,” ‘Swing Lightly’ 
(Larry Clinton orch). 

VOCALION 

1—‘Vieni Vieni,’ ‘Once in a While’ 
(Bert Block orch), 

2—‘Right or Wrong,’ 
(Mildred Bailey). 

3—‘Nice Work If You Can Get It,’ 
‘Easy to Love’ (Maxine Sullivan, 
Claude Thornhill orch). 

4—If It’s the Last Thing I Do, 
*You’re in Love with Love’ 
(Fletcher Henderson). 

5—In the Mission by the Sea,’ ‘Sail- 
ing Home’ (Bernie Cummins). 


‘Lovin’ You’ 











| 
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| Music Notes 
} 

| 


Bert Shefter, who formerly re- 
corded his swing octet for Victor. 
yesterday (Tuesday) signatured an 
exclusive contract with Master 
Records, Ince. It isn’t decided 
whether his discs will come under 
the Brunswick or Vocalion label. 





Sid Phillips is under exclusive 
contract to Reg Connelly. British 
publisher, and it is from the latter 
that Jack Mills has obtained the so'e 
American rights to the composer’s 
new works, 








Tin Pan Alley Music Co.. Philadel- 
phia, now has Maurrie Merl upped 


cago office. 
|; same post on the Coast. 
| two new numbers, ‘Lady’ and ‘Rid- 
dies,” by Tom Gindhart, Ray Bretz 
and Frank Capano. 





Phillips’ arrangements, ‘Swanece 
River’ and ‘Ann‘e Laurie,’ from 
Cinephonic Music. of London, and 
the American ricuts to ‘Day In and 
Day Out’ from Cecil Lennox, British 
publisher, 








Emery Deutsch’s latest, ‘You 
Started Something,’ in collaboration 
with Jimmy Rogan, being published 

Edward B, Marks Musi¢ Co, here, 





as professional manager of the Chi- | 
Dave Walls assumes | 
Pub has | 


Jack Mills has acquired two Sid /| 


| and Francis, Day & Hunter in Eng- 
land, 





Red Siar Songs publishing two 
songs from ‘Harlem on the Prairie,’ 
soon to be released by Associated 
Features, authored by Lew Porter 
and Mary Schaeffer. 


— 


Atze Taconis and Homer Gayne 
have cleffed six ditties for Univer- 
sal’s ‘Border Wolves.’ Titles are 
‘Wyoming Moon,’ ‘Adios, Old Kid 
From Laredo,’ ‘Hoot Owl Trail,’ 
‘Bowlegged Kid,’ and ‘Blaze Away, 
Cowboy.’ 








Pinky Tomlin peddled a new tune, 
| ‘I Told Santa Claus to Bring Me 
You,’ to Santly-Joy. 

Max Steiner scoring ‘Tovarich’ at 
| Warners. 


| Frank Tours musical director on 
‘Everybody’s Doing It’ at RKO. 











Ray Webb draws musical assign- 
ment on RKO’s ‘Broadway After 
Midnight.’ 





Joe Rines Stays CRA 

Joe Rines has not changed his 
management affiliation. 

His band will continue to be rep- 

resented by Consolidated Radio Art- 

POCO FIO ii os bb UeWuccdwbic cs 





‘Nobody’s Got the Blues but Me’|. 


BROADCAST BALK BY 
BAND STARTS SUIT 


San Francisco, Nov. 23. 

Paul Whiteman is being sued for 
$5,000 by G. L. Troyer, operator of 
the Casa Del Rey ballroom, Santa 
Cruze, on the ground that the band- 
man caused that much damage by 
refusing to broadcast from the spot 
while doing a one-night stand Oct, 
25. Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc. 
which handled the booking, is also 
named in the action. 

Troyer alleges that he had ob- 
tained a station hookup for the event 
and had gone to considerable ex- 
pense to publicize the broadcast. 


Fell Asleep at the Wheel 


Al Goldfarb, 29, Coast field rep 
for L. Wolfe Gilbert music pub- 
lishing house, died of injuries Nov. 
16 when his car cracked up near 
San Fernando, Calif.. It is believed 
he fell asleep at the wheel, 
Widow and infant daughter sur- 
vive. 


WIVES PUT TO WORK 


Four Spouses of Horace Heidt Boys 
Have Jobs with Orch 




















Wives of four members of Horace 
Heidt’s Brigadiers handle all work 
relative to Heidt’s new ‘Pick a Star’ 
contest. Fifth does the vocalizing 
with the orchestra. Ladies are all 
on the payroll. 

Mrs. Ralph Wingert, wife of the 
band’s arranger, does secretarial 
work, handling applications, etc., of 
entrants. Mrs. Art Thorsen and 
Mrs. Paul Lowenkorn, wife of band’s 
violinist, aid in weeding out aspi- 
rants. Mrs. Louis Rich, wife of 
Heidt’s secretary, runs mimeograph- 
ing machine, and Mrs. Alvino Ray, 
wife of electric guitar player, sings 
with the outfit. 





Ozzie Nelson and his ork moved 
into the Victor Hugo in Beverly 
Hills. 
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—presents 


THE WORLD’S 
SONG LEADER 


VIENI VIENI 


| 
| Warren and Dubin’s 





REMEMBER ME 


—Let’s Waltz For 
Old Time’s Sake 


_ M. WITMARK & SONS 
| 12950 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 
HAROLD LEE, Prof. Mgr. 




















““POLYNESIAN 
ROMANCE”’ 
“JUST ABOUT 
RIGHT”’ 


Get in the Vanguard with 


VANGUARD SONGS 


6411 Hollywood Bivd. 
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Publisher-Writer Contract Gets More 
Controversial; Much Criticism Heard 


Although the original counsel for 
the two camps have agreed on the 


final form of the new standard con- | 
tract between the Songwriters Pro- | 
tective Association and publishers, | 


indications yesterday (Tuesday ) 
were that the music industry was 
split wider than ever on the maiier 
ef accepting the document. Law- 


yers for the anti-faction among the | 
publishers charged that the agree- | 


ment as now phrased left the latter 
wide open to all sorts of future 
claims and predicted that the con- 
tract would not pass general ap- 
proval for months. 

Those who say that the agreement 
is okay as written are Max Dreyfus, 
head of the Chappell Co., Crawford 
Music Co. and Marlo Music Co.; A. 
M. Wattenberg, counsel for the War- 
ner Bros. publishing interests; Louis 
Bernstein, of Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co.: Jack Bregman, gen..mgr. of Leo 
Feist. Inc., and Walter -Douglas, of 
Donaldson, Douglas and Gumble. 
Among the publishers who have ex- 
pressed themselves as dissatisfied 
with the document are Sam Fox, E 
B. Marks, Saul Bornstein, of Irving 
Berlin, Inc.; Joe Morris, Lester Sant- 
ly, of Santly Bros.-Joy, and Ralph 











A Tune-Terrific 


Seore From the New 
COTTON CLUB PARADE 


SHE’S TALL! SHE’S TAN! 
SHE’S TERRIFIC! 
I’m Always In The Mood For You 
Harlem Boiero 


England’s New Ballad Hit 


THE GREATEST MISTAKE 
OF MY LIFE 


Will Hudseon’s Smash Sequel To 
“Organ Grinader’s Swing” 


Popcorn Man 


A New Jam-orous 1s Hudson Hit 
Sophisticated Swing 
i'm Just a Country E Boy at Heart 


Still the Seasen’s Top Melody 


Moon At Sea 






Miuus Music, Inc. 
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ZOOMING 
TO THE TOP 


FAREWELL 
MY LOVE 


s 
1 WANT YOU 
FOR CHRISTMAS 




















Peer, of Southern Music Co. These 
| dissenters claim that the agreement 
as framed is back to where 
at the start and, 
contract will be in 
that want it, the vast majority of 
the SPA’s members will be unable 
to find takers of their worl 


re 
VA VAs aa ve Va Me. 


force for those 


Ambiguous? 

Opposition contends that the con- 
tract should have been so worded 
that there would be no doubt in any 
|one’s mind that the publishers were 
against recognition of the SPA’s au- 
thority over the rights of its mem- 
bers’ works. 
that there is nothing to prevent the 
SPA from making a similar claim 
at some. future date by passing a 
resolution not unlike the one now 
referred to as Article IX in the 
SPA’s bylaws and thereby the pres- 
ent contract void, even though it is 
dated to run to Dec, 31, 1950. 

It is also pointed out that no pro- 
vision is made for the equitable 
sharing of mechanical rights by pub- 
lishers who have foreign agents. As 
now couched the contract grants the 
| writer 50% of the full licensee fee 


and if the pub has to split with a 
foreign source that’s his concern. 
Another objection is the phrasing 


of the amount that is to be paid 
weekly to the SPA’s rep in the me- 
chanical rights bureau of the Music 
Publishers Protective Association 
Clauses states that each publisher 
agrees to _pay $75 a week, though this 
amount had been intended_as the ag- 
| gregate sum. The anti group 


a successor agent or trustee by the 
Publisher must be approved by the 
SPA, or why the effective date of 
| the agreement should be June 1, 
1937, instead of the date of signing. 
From the motion picture camp 
comes the criticism against the pro- 
|}vision which makes the writer a 
| party te bulk synchronization sales 
|consummated prior to the date the 
|new uniform contract was signa- 
\tured. Effectiveness of this proviso, 
|the film source argues, should be 
| restricted to the date of signing. 


ALFRED SOLMAN, VET 
SONGSMITH, DIES AT 69 


Alfred Solman, for more than 30 
years a leading composer of popular 
songs, died Nov. 15 in New York, 
after an illness of several weeks. 
|Solman was 69, and had spent the 
greater portion of his life writing 
the music of songs that are still to 
be heard all over the globe. 

Most of his more famous compo- 
sitions were written in collaboration 
with the late Arthur Lamb, one of 
the celebrated lyricists of his day. 
Solman was particularly apt at writ- 
ing the semi-concert type of ballad 
that was so popular before the war, 
yet perhaps his best remembered 
song is the whimsical and slightly 
naughty ‘Bird on Nellie’s Hat,’ which 
Eugene O'Neill and the Theatre 
| Guild utilized in ‘Ah Wilderness’ as 
most characteristic of the period 
circa 1906. 

Even today no bass soloist consid- 
ers his repertoire complete without 
| Solman’s ‘When the Bell in the 
Lighthouse Rings Ding-Dong.’ ‘If I 
Had a Thousand Lives to Live’ is an- 
other standard song in the same 
| category and there are also ‘I Wish 
I Had My Old Girl Back Again,’ 
‘Hymns of the Old Church Choir,’ 
\‘l’ll Change the Thorns to Roses,’ 














it was | 
even though the! 


This faction points out | 


also | 
see no reason why the selection of 


SOCIETY PLANS 
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Would Encourage 








forming Rights a _ Life- 


Long Study 


BEING STUDIED 


Bright 
Young Men to Make Per- | 


CAREER MEN’ IDE 


, 
vv 





,% 
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| posed to the association's 


Publishers, as Copyright Owners, 


URE POLICY No Like Duplicate Performing Tax 


Collected by Artists’ Association 


Maurice Speiser, general counsel 
for the National Association of Per- 
forming Artists, found last week 
that the music publishers were op- 
intention 
to license radio stations for the air- 
ing of phonograph records. Speiser 
told a group of major publishers 
gathered in the offices of the Music 
Publishers’ Protective Association 
that the NAPA figured to proceed 
immediately with such licensing in 


| the state of Pennsylvania where the 


} 
| 
| 


| American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers may adopt | 
ithe ‘career men’ idea for its system 
of district representatives. While it} 
would be a radical departure from 
its present method of picking field | 
personnel, the new arrangement] 
would insure ASCAP a reservoir of | 





ASCAP Explains 


Licensees of the 
Society 


American 
of Composers, Authors 

and Publishers are being treated 
; to a series of lectures on paper. 
| With every bill sent out by the 
Society there is now enclosed a 
leaflet or brochure explaining 


how ASCAP operates, where 
the revenue comes from and 
how its divvied up between 
writers and publishers. Articles 


also invite questions, 

Some of the pieces are il- 
lustrated with elaborate dia- 
grams and charts. 











rights their life work. 

Young men with some knowledge 
of the music business or the opera- 
tions of the various enterprises 
which are licensed to perform music 
would be brought in for a lengthy 
period of homeoffice training, sup- 
plemented by serving as assistants in 
district offices. As the representa- 
tive posts in the field became vacant 
the ‘career men’ would get the as- 
signments. 

Lawyers 

ASCAP’s system of representa- 
tion was given a drastic shaking up 
several years ago when the or- 
ganization relieved local law firms 
of this assignment in most of the 
spots and established their own reps 
and offices. In a number of the dis- 
tricts the job of contacting users of 
music is still handled by lawyers, 

No attempt will be made to intro- 
duce the ‘career men’ idea until the 
proposed system of training has been 
worked out in every detail. There 
is also to be settled the question of 
training compensation and the exact 
standards required of applicants. 


Down in Quaker Town,’ ‘Follow the 
Car Tracks, They'll Take You Home,’ 
‘All She Gets From the Iceman Is 
Ice,’ ‘The Gibson Bathing Girl’ and 
‘You Splash Me and I'll Splash You,’ 
Alice Lloyd, the unforgetable Lon- 
don music hall singer, featured from 
Capetown to Tacoma. 

Solman was actively composing up 
to the time of his fatal illness. His 
last song, ‘Try Tappin’,’ written in 
collaboration with his son, Curt, was 
published only recently. He was a 
member of the American Society of 
| Composers, Authors and Publishers. 

Funeral services were held on 
| Nov. 19. Besides his son, a grand- 
|daughter, Jean Ann Abbott, sur- 
vives. 











men particularly trained for the job 
and reconciled to making performing 


Dick Howard and Bob Ellsworth 


| 





highest court had recently upheld 
| Speiser’s contention that the in- 
| terpreter held a property right in 
his performance of a work. 
Speiser had asked for the 
so that he could explain how he 
planned to do the licensing and ask 
for the co-operation of the music 
publishing industry. The NAPA’s 
counsel ran into aé_ crossfire of 
queries when he disclosed that he 
did not intend to confine the li- 
censing to coin-operated phonograph 
machines. Some of the publishers 
pointed out that the latter was the 
only phase of Speiser’s planned 
operations in which they were inter- 
ested, since the copyright law ex- 
empted such devices from the im- 
position of performing fees. 
Speiser was told that if a station 
held a performing license from the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers there was 
no reason why an ASCAP member 
should be entitled to a second per- 
forming fee and that regardless of 
any right granted to the a ea 


6 OF FIRST 10 
POP NUMBERS 


Pop tunes occupy six places among 
the first 10 numbers on the list of 
most played on the air this week. 

Of the four film ditties, three can 
virtually be classed as pops, emanat- 
ing from B pictures. 

Pre-release exploitation and plug- 
ging placed them into a position of 
prominence. They are ‘Blossoms of 
Broadway,’ ‘Roses in December’ and 
‘I Still Love to Kiss You Goodnight.’ 


‘BATTLE OF MUSIC’ IDEA 
SHIFTS INTO THEATRES | 


Lucky Millinder onl Jack Denny 
crews will oppose each other in a 
battle of contrasting styles week of 
Dec. 2 at the Metropolitan, Boston. 
Millinder engaged in a swing (dual) 
with Ina Ray Hutton’s Melodears at 
the Earle, Philadelphia, last week. 

Idea of placing two musical ag- 











gregations in opposing corners origi- | 


nated in public ballrooms. 
it has spread to theatres. 


Robbins Trp Off 


Jack Rebbion w was —" set to visit 


Of late 





he 


| artist the fundamental musical right 


| that it 


meeting | 





! 
| 
| 
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| 


| 


the Coast next week, particularly for | 


a business huddle with Gordon and 


Revel and 20th-Fox studio execs, in- | 


cluding Darryl Zanuck. Robbins has 
a 20th-Fox music publishing tieup. 


| 


belonged to the copyright owner. 
Because of this circumstance and 
the provision in the copyright law 


which makes any special arrange- 
ment of a copyrighted work the 


property of the copyright owner, it 
would be unsound for publishers to 
allow any outsiders a fee from a 
source already licensed by ASCAP. 
Courtesy 

course of the verbal 
Speiser declared that his or- 
ganization didn’t need the help of 
the music publisher for the li- 
censing of phonograph records but 
had considered this out- 
lining of plans a matter of courtesy 
to the publishing industry. When 
he recalled to some of the publish- 
ers present that they had testified 
in behalf of Fred Waring at the trial 
of the test case in Philadelphia, 
these pubs rejoined that they had 
been merely interested in prevent- 
ing piracy and had agreed that 
Waring’s interpretation was unique, 
but that they had not even implied 
that the right of the bandsman in 
the recording superseded or was in 
no way connected with the right of 
the copyright owner 

Following the breakup of the 
meeting with Speiser, several of the 
pubs declared themselves in favor 
of including in their licenses to 
phonograph record manufacturers a 
clause limiting the reproduction to 
home use. This move, it was agreed, 
would stymie any licensing attempts 
on the part of either interpreter 
or manufacturer, 


During the 


backfire 











HEAR! HEAR! 


Here Are The Songs 
You'll Hear! 


McHugh and Adamson’s 
Smash Score for Buddy De 
Syiva’s New Universal 
Filmusical, 


“Merry-Go-Round of 1938” 


MORE POWER TO YOU 
* 
YOU'RE MY DISH 
I'M IN MY GLORY 


x wt 





“POP” CLICKEROOS— 


ONCE IN A WHILE 


Topping the Toners 


DON’T CRY, SWEET- 
HEART, DON'T CRY 


Ted Fiorito’s 
Great New Bailad 


YOU SHOWED ME 
THE WAY 


A Proven Hit That’s Gather- 
ing Momentum 
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A SMASH HIT BY NICK KENNY THAT WILL LAST LONGER 


IRVING BERLIN, 


Gator 


@ 799 SEVENTH AVENUE. 


NEW 








THAN “HOME ON THE RANGE” 


THERE’S A GOLD MINE IN THE SKY 


By NICK and CHARLES KENNY 


YORK @ HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. 


Mgr 
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GREEN, ENGELS 
SCOTCH RUMORS 


Having returned from Coast trip 
and opening of new branch office in 
San Francisco, Charles E. Green, 
prez of Consolidated Radio Artists. 
scotches all rumors anent swan dive 
of his firm and disassociation with 
NBC as malicious rumors circulated 
by sour-grapers and adds that, finan- 
cially, 1937 bettered the previous | 
year by 100% for him and his. 

Report that NBC was going to 
sever its five year wire and band 
booking deal with CRA was also 
thrown for a loss by George Engels, 





between the NBC associate com- 
pany and parent were never better 
and entirely satisfactory both on the 
air pickups and in cut of booking 
fees on its bands. Part of CRA band 
lineup was originally NBC’s and was 
turned over when radio netter quit 
band booking biz. List formed 
nucleus of CRA’s roster and was 
greatly responsible for formation of 
combine. 


TURNPIKE CASINO 
DESTROYED BY FIRE 


Lincoln, Nov. 23. 

Fire reduced to basement and 
foundation the Turnpike Casino here 
in what is estimated to be a $20,000 
blaze. The dance spot was less than 
half covered by insurance and its 
distance from town (8 miles) 
coupled with keen competish and 
present biz conditions in this area 
practically assures it won’t be re- 
built. 

Managed by R. H. Pauley the last 
two years, it has been a steady 
money-maker. For the five years 
previously it had proven a dud, 
Pauley made it a stopping place for 
the name outfits, asked good prices, 
and got by without squawks. He 
steered away from the mediocre 
bands and found it profitable. 

Shep Fields (19) and Floyd Ray 
(20-21) were the weekend sufferers. 











MCA and Fredgrick Bros. booked 


DON BESTOR’S EX-WIFE | 
SERVES A PLASTER 


| the week, from Monday through Sunday (Nov, 15-21), 
|the two NBC links and CBS... ‘Commercials’ refers to all types plugs on sponsored programs. In ‘Source’ col- 
umn, * denotes film songs, f legit tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 

While playing at Joliet Rialto Sun- 
day (20) night, Don Bestor was 
served with a writ of ne exeat, and 
taken to appear before Judge Wil- 
liam R. Hunter of Kankakee Mon- 
day. Writ was obtained by his 
divorced wife, now Mrs. Hattie C. 
Catton, who feared he would leave 
court’s jurisdiction before payment 
of ‘support money for his son, 
Bartley, 16, had been made. 

By order of Nov. 13, Bestor is to 
pay $600 by Dec. 13, and $1,600 more 
by December, 1938, 


RUDY VALLEE’S BIG PULL 





Attracts 2,500 In Oakland, Cal., 
Ballroom 
San Francisco, Mov. 22. 

Rudy Vallee played to 2,500 people 
at Sweet’s ballroom in Oakland last 
week, giving the East Bay dancerie 
the second best night in its history. 
Benny Goodman is still the No. 1 
draw at Sweet’s, where he attracted 
3,900 people several months ago. 

Although Paul Whiteman did a 
complete nosedive at this ballroom 
several weeks ago, he proved to: be 
an excellent draw at the Frisco Auto 
Show which opened rather slow but 
closed to big business. Attendance 
was only nine per cent under the 
record established last year. This 
was better than expected in view of 
the 30 per cent decrease in attend- 
ance in New York and Los Angeles 
at the auto shows in both of these 
cities this year. 





Floyd Ray Repeats 
Lincoln, Nov. 23. 

Floyd Ray, colored swinger, 
brought on recently from the Coast, 
was set back in the Turnpike here 
after a short month away for two 
days (20-21). Deal was made after 
his sked for the Military Ball (Dec. 3) 
fell through. 

Conflicting bookings was the rea- 
son, 





Woody Herman Nov. 28 attraction 
at Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport, with 





the spot. 





Bunny Berigan skedded Dec. 5, 
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Breakdown of Network Plugs 
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Following is an analysis of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ and WABC computed for 


Grand total represents accumulated performances on 


Grand Commer- 


Titie Pubiisher Source Total cial y 
a. RE 5 Re 4 eee ay Miller...... ag ome ace 6060660008 sth ee ss soot 4 a. — 
If It's the: Taste Thing FG 6664 fick esses CPA WIOEG s 900-0600 tL bs ches tan gh sik s tiuaves so 4' 34 8 24 
Blossoms on Broadway.............e.- Famous...... ++++-*Blossoms on Broadway...... 31 6 21 
I Still Love to Kiss You Goodnight....Feist........ oye re = at ple e ccsee ae 7 19 
When Organ Played O Promise Me....Morris............- EES ee ees ee: e 27 3 20 
Nice Work if You Can Get It..........Chappell......... *Damsel in Distress......... e 27 4 19 
You Can’t Stop Me from Dreaming....Remick........... 1 eng Fe ee ee ar 9 19 
J SS eRe eee aa ary > WAUMRBE so dacacss’ UE: Sighs chins vs os 4% 6 esaKe be , ee Q 12 
So Many Memories................ a, a) Re ae ye ae e 22 3 15 
Bee Tin” apeOeeteee > ss os hoa tcc edeeuns | ree "live of the Party, ..ecscsacses 2 5 1! 
wees. Ee SOU sce... kb cwvhcewen ER os6 whe 6 cha 86 Pop Sala tists 21 5 18 
One Rose Left in My Heart.:.........-SMA@Piro.....eccees BE, cick s Deedes cede thee 606 21 4 14 
SNS MD Cee ia tao cs da ws 6 0 oman WOU. ci csieces *Mr. Dodd Takes the Air..... 20 5 13 
RM Vast ea wa seas Ort bbeeiieak Paramount....... I Ones vn Ak, «o's a ira mw 04h oie 20 3 13 
Per NE OR ig a OR a warm wies od IES toch hao Ss a ape 84.0 ao . 19 5 ll 
ee RO I go ck Sd cobs was ooedan SE rey ii. Uk eee 18 4 10 
Moon S508 1 BRP BOS sic ices cesine ccves IES pv \ia 5 ne Ghee *Double or Nothing.......... 17 3 15 
RIE NS oc cee sk Schuster-Miller...*Rllin’ Plains............csc0 17 3 14 
Everything You Said Came True....... EE EE A RE 5 Sel ola kee 17 4 10 
kOe eee Tr PU rie abc eeg See Ras c4ab od 17 7 8 
poo OB ge a ty | ee rere Tee 16 3 4 
Mama, I Wann» Make Rhythm........ Santly-Joy........ *Manhattan Merry-Go-Round. 15 4 13 
Gettin’ Some é#un Out of Life.......... Donaldson........ a ck 454 § whe 44 bea hi 14 3 10 
MR fon shin bo te otk aaa ee warek 6 eed aol | | EEE ey eer ° 14 8 8 
An Old Flame Never Dies.............. TEEN Ss cdccces hl Oe ne} Dene bay ae 13 1 8 
NNER MNDER s 5.5.6 5 sidint 2 ad's delin a akks Robbins. ... avses VRURIUE: 65. SED h. Sata cores ‘ 13 5 7 
SE “IW nic iediia tus dKencsabmenentaxen Chappell......... *Damsel in Distress.......... 13 3 $ 
EE PPE A Se RO Southern ........ POP  coccsccciccecccccvccssoce 13 0 4 
UNIEIAE Seis y oa's nt Ss de Faccashans dead 4 eer BD see wivdwseerecas ¥e0e 8 abe 13 0 0 
SB RP. Sa | re OY ae re ye eee 12 6 8 
SRST MUNDI ose WA ce Shak se ecs'accees Og SL ae ® PA -<u 54 CaS a'eh 3.05 350 cua 8 828% 12 6 8 
Have You Ever Been in Heaven?......Santly-Joy........ *Manhattan Merry-Go-Round, 12 3 6 
Ray AOU OF TOPOS SS .. 6.885 0 -Sea sc oe Be Perr re a RGA ere verre ee, s 12 3 6 
eT Pe rr errr er ree i SEES Per PE Le Sek ks Cagh ages he eee be 12 3 R 
Wry aeik About Love? .....cccccciceda Hollywood........ *Life Begins in College...... - 2 2 
swing Is Here to Sway. ...cccccccccccce ROWING. 665.0 see GE MS os eesv eee cducases ° 11 5 6 
pig Be ae ep aes ae ig) re STrue. CorfesBion .. vs. .ci ace se ll 3 5 
I’ve Got My Heart Set on You......... Robbins.......... Ali Baba.......cccccccccecee 10 2 8 
i Es ae |. Sere pee roeeraea POET O. 64 «p00 eas hr Sate esicabcan 06% adhe dheees 10 0 5 
SSS eae a ae Srey. . ere 10 0 3 
RCO RO a oc, aks (cca daae kee NG bans a shake +Babes in Arms..........006 . ae 2 2 
une  UMNENRON, 652. orcs ws coc sae MINOR s 50:0 400 wor 5 *l’'ll Take Romance.......... ‘ 9 4 7 
I Wanna Be in Winchell’s Column...... 2 tere rrr ge A” i ee 9 3 6 
BRIO SUUIBU GS oo ov ca oko oe hs bo oh aos ceeeee RPO bid veescosae WO oh eees es he sea atca caus ° 9 1 6 
a OO AM ARO, odds ck 06k caa oaesedanes PEO SG. 00k Co tbs *Merry-Go-Round of 1938.... 9 1 2 
RR ree ore reer rere i. SR SE PR Sree vee cies 9 3 0 
Have You Any Castles, Baby?.......... LO SE ee ye *Varsity SHOW... 6666653 bees ° 8 0 7 
It’s the Natural Thing to Do........... NE kh xsickee's *Double or Nothing.......... 8 2 5 
You Took Words Out of My Heart..... Paramount...... ee Peerer reer ° 8 1 5 
Be SERS ECS ee nlite area Paramount ....... Re reer reres ra Treen FG 8 i 4 
A Strange Loneliness.................: Donaldson........ Lie l econ seh eeh an «anes R 8 0 4 
I Want a New Romance............... a ASR ee ey rere eee rey: 8 1 1 
CD FOIE WO 6 ck vee cisecencacs ces Chappell ......... *High, Wide, Handsome...... 7 4 5 
Have-You Met Miss Jones?............ oe ere ET 8% debs be d006kaG Ses bues é 7 1 4 
eee be Se Bae ee Ager-Yellen...... ee Ree eer es ne ce ° 7 1 4 
SE NN ood Siacilh dG 54a seetledve o0-a ee PD ves sciaesess DR TSK dere AGEN a 44s ee knewes > 7 2 3 
i MD «tists nds 644 6hae0 bated vad Words and Music. Pop ........ccscccccsesceses ‘ 7 1 3 
5. up Ai ETO TIL ODE LORE E ER EOE Te Exclusive......... errs errr er rrr. 7 2 1 
I’d Love to Play a Love Scene......... |. ar ge. Gk TORS. « « . 540 bales ebee 6 0 3 
Is It Love or Infatuation?.............. Paramount....... *This Way, Please.........s+. 6 0 2 
EE Ue Sos cas ss ic eos k kadar Rad « 6b 5.0.0i 4:0 4 PRR ce Ree re ° 6 0 2 
Se SE re rt ee a Kalmar-Ruby..... BU aiiece cul epbuaseendecal ‘ 6 1 1 
Se RN PENS os ds ov ew lscedeasacceds EROOI s oo isc 80 We SD ivitcccnave ¢2cahars cadve 6 3 0 
She’s Tall, Tan, Terrific. .........ccc0cs ee ¢#Cotton Club Parade........ 5 6 0 0 
MEST langle penbhesteaberes ete iis. ieuit *Varsity Show........cceeee ° 5 2 4 
Strange New Rhythm in My Heart....Chappell......... TEINS ole OV Sales poancccesé ‘ 5 0 4 
Mama, That Moon Is Here Again....... Paramount...... . *Big Broadcast...........e0e ° 5 2 3 
I Told Santa Claus to Bring Me You.... Santly-Joy..... I a wsnaecabad bes 606 tiaked os 5 1 3 
My Secret Love......... et wal on Movietone........ WRT TOC. 6500 55 0ks awh aPeN . 5 0 1 
Midnight in a Madhouse.........++++++ Lincoln. .........- Pere i ‘ 5 1 0 
Stardust on the Moon...... EEA Rt, As |) RO nS Pe rrr eet in 5 0 1) 





Frisco Band Pickup 


San Francisco, Nov. 23. 

With the opening of Freddie 
Nagel’s band at the Hotel St. Francis 
tonight, NBC lines replace those of 
CBS, which have been in the hotel 
for the past several months. Nagel 
will be aired five times a week by 
NBC, twice coast-to-coast over the 
blue web and three times on the 
Coast red, 


NBC has dropped two local dance 
bands from its schedules—Frank 
Castle’s at the Deauville Club and 
Ellis Kimball's at Topsy’s Roost. 
Web pulled its lines from these spots 
when the current slump in business, 
combined with a recent raise in the 
union scale for musicians, forced 
Castle and Kimball to cut the size 
of their bands. Besides Jagel at the 
St. Francis, NBC’s only other local 
dance orchestra is Jack Winston’s at 
the Bal Tabarin. 


In addition, NBC is now airing 
Harry Lewis’ band from the swank 
Rio Del Mar country club near 
Santa Cruz, about 95 miles south of 
here. 

Columbia has Sterling Young’s 
band at the Palace hotel, Henry 
King’s at the Fairmont hotel, and 
Castle’s Deauville orchestra, while 
Mutual is airing Griff Williams’ 
music from the Mark Hopkins hotel, 
Roger Burke at the Si Francis 
Drake, and Everett Hoagland at El 
Patio Ballroom. Latter spot until 
recently broadcast over NBC lines 
during the stay of Leon Mojjica’s 
band. 








Tom Gentry Biz So-Se 
Lincoln, Nov. 23. 
Tom Gentry’s band-unit so-soed at 
the Turnpike Casino (12) and did 
only fair biz. 


Besides placing the shuffle music, 
he musically backgrounded a three- 
act floor show—Burns Twins, hoof- 
ers; Evelyn Price, dances; and Great 
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DIXIE’S LITTLE PEACH 
SPREADING RAPIDLY 


Atlanta, Nov. 23. 

Clear the tracks for ‘Little Peach,’ 
Dixie’s successor to the Big Apple. 
It’s gathering steam and ready to go 
off the reservation. Born here on the 
campus of Emory U. when the Inter- 
Fraternity Council banned Apple 
terping at term dances, because of 
room limitations, Peach popularity 
has begun to spread. Tune was writ- 
ten by Bob. Rohrer,. member of 
Emory Aces, campus band; lyrics by 
Tom Ham, radio editor of Hearst’s 
Sunday American, 


Started more or less as joke, lads 
discovered they had something when 
inquiries began to pour in concern- 
ing new dance. Local department 
store, affiliated with Macy’s, is mar- 
keting a shoe called Little Peach. 
Gowns have been similarly named. 
Newsreels are preparing to make 
shots and Life mag has ordered pics 
on new dance, 


Unlike Apple, Peach can be done 
by one couple. Only in finale do 
couples unite. Then, forming circle, 
facing outwards, dancers move 
slowly backward, arms raised, until 
heads touch. 








PITT’S NEW DANCE SPOT 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 

Town will get a new swank supper 
dance spot Friday (27) when Web- 
ster Hall hotel opens its new Im- 
perial Room, the former Rainbow 
Room, which Dick Nash, manager, 
renovated at a cost approximating 
$20,000. 

Joe Haymes orch, booked in by 
Joe Hiller for CRA, the opening at- 
traction. Webster Hall, however, 
will retain former policy, with sup- 
per dancing only Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday nites. Band will play 
only dinner music on other eve- 


Peppe Handles Kaye 


Jimmy Peppe, firm member of 
Wilson, Powell & Hayward, talent 
agency, has taken over the personal 
management of Sammy Kaye and 
his orchestra. Music Corp. of 
America continues to book band. 


Pair come from Columbus, O., 
where Peppe jointiy with his 
brother operates the Valley Dale 
Inn, one of country’s largest spots. 
Peppe remains with the talenters. 








Ina Ray Hutton one-nited Sunday 
(21) at Hamilton park, Waterbury, 
Conn, 
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U.S. SHOWS INTO FR. CASIN 





Says Cliff Fischer in London 





‘Since its opening, 
successful financially,’ 


to over $30,000. 
‘For time being will concentrate 
London Casino.’ 


to get over. 


Montmartre-on-Broadway idea is 
fore sailing. Lee Shubert may also 


Casino people. 


interest in the International. 





Caught unawares by the folding of the French Casino on Broadway, 
Clifford C. Fischer, impresario of the London Casino here as well as 
the N. Y. revues, stated that he was coming back to Broadway right 
after he launches his new London show Dec, 22. He sails in January 
for a new West 52nd street venture—a sort of Streets of Montmartre 
on Broadway idea—which he had planned and designed with Thomas 
W. Lamb, the architect, prior to sailing from America. 
the French Casino 
said Fischer here, ‘and Blumenthal and Shapiro 
made about $300,000 net profit, but their unfortunate investments in 
Chicago, Miami, and legitimate productions, etc., complicated matters. 

‘Average weekly business since the new show opened still amounted 





Fischer refers to the flops of the Casino Parisien in the Morrison 
hotel, Chicago, last year, and the failure of the Miami French Casino 
Blumenthal-Shapiro also angeled a string of legits last 
season, with surplus profits, but these, too, failed to click. 


a Winter Garden conversion into a cabaret-theatre with the French 


Joe Moss was to have been in on that too, and from that came Moss’ 


London, Nov. 23. 





in New York was highly | 


looking after my interest in the 


one Fischer had virtually set be- 
be in on it, as he long ago talked 








Powell-Blondell P. 
SRO; ‘Didn't Sell 


Cleveland, Nov. 23. 

Dick Powell’s and Joan Blondell’s 
appearances pushed Cleveland auto 
show over attendance record previ- 
ously held here by Lanny Ross, 
drawing 160,000 in eight days last 
week, but whether they helped auto 
sales js another point bothering auto 
dealers, 

Civic auditorium so jammed with 
Powell's fams nearly every day that 
main floor was impassable. Highest 
daily figure was reached on second 
day’ (13) when 24811 sightseers 
crowded in. First seven days of- 
ficially totaled 138,582 and last day 
yanked in about 22,000 at 60c per 


A. at Auto Show 
Cars, Say Dealers 


edition hit $30,000, including $11,500 
for film crooner, large cast of ‘Brides 
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Bob Goldstein, Monte Pro- 
ser, Joe Moskowitz Among 


HER EASED 





New Operators — George | 
W hite’s American-Style | 


Show to Replace Frenchy 
Cabaret-Restaurant Re- 
vues Xmas Eve—Interna- 
tional’s Too Tough Oppo- 
sish and General Condi- 
tions 
Top Nitery Grosser 
Broadway 


on 


LEGAL TANGLES? 





By ABEL GREEN 


Last week as the new Interna- 


| tional Casino on Broadway zoomed 


to a record-breaking $60,000 gross, 
its pioneering forerunner, the French 
Casino, on Broadway, folded sud- 
denly. It came as a complete sur- 
prise. Notice of sudden closing 
Sunday night (21) was posted at the 


| dinner performance. 


Decision by Louis F. Blumenthal, 


of Nations’ pageant, bands and nitery | Jack Shapiro and Charles W. Haring, 


revue in basement, not counting such 
items as stage-hands, etc. 
ance hurt toward end of week by 
first snowstorms, Community Fund 
drive and Mrs. Roosevelt’s lecture in 
adjoining Public Music Hall. To 
offset her competish, Joan Blondell 


| 


Attend- | caught Clifford C. Fischer, 


realty owners of the French Casino 
property,’ to suspend operations 
pro- 
ducer of the F. C. revues since its 
inception, entirely by surprise in 
London, where he now is. 

Instead, George White will pro- 
duce the next French Casino show. 

Blumenthal, Shapiro and Haring 


MN. Y. oPOT 


Undoing of Once} 
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OUTWITS STUDENTS 


Theatre Mgr. Conceives Way to Foil 
Celebrants 


Indianapolis, Nov. 23. 
thinking on part of Ted 
| Nicholas, Lyric theatre manager, 
averted a disturbance during stage 
performance Saturday (20) when 
more than a 100 members of Purdue 
University band entered theatre 
bent on celebrating their football 
victory over Indiana University. 

House employees heard band 
members planning to give cheers 
| when stage show began, 
got the jump on them by having the 
pit orchestra play the school song. 
He also congratulated the team on 
the house p.a. The bandsmen stood 
at attention during playing of school 
song and then subsided. 


FRENCH CASINO 
IN BANKRUPTCY 


An involuntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy was filed yesterday (Tuesday) 
in the Federal Court, N. Y., against 
the XYZ Enterprises, Inc., under 
which name the former French Ca- 
sino recently operated. The credi- 
tors filing the petition included Her- 
man Schlosser, Inc., which claims 
$500 is owed it; Park & Tilford Im- 
port Corp., $234, and the June Dairy 
Products Co., Inc., $400. 

Duberstein & Schwartz, of 66 


Quick 








so Nicholas | 


Chicago Vaude Operators Moan 
As Honkytonks Drep Floor Shows 


Chicago, Nov, 23. 
of honkytonks and tav- 
;erns to drop floor shows since these 
| City Hall raided six South State 
| Street spots a month ago has vaude 
| operators considerably more worried 
as to where their future talent can 
be developed. Especially since the 
honkytonk and tavern situations 
doesn’t look any teo bright for the 
holidays, when they expect business 
to be at its best. 

Up until the raids there were 


Tendency 





ap- 
proximately 150 such places within 
|the town which employed small 
bands, floor shows, or both. At pres- 
ent, dropoff has the number down to 
around one-third that figure, and, 
aside from any money lost by the 
operators, everybody considers the 


Situation a serious one. 

While most of talent used at the 
joints ces be classified only as third 
rate, showmen declare that in the 
100 closed places there were at least 


10 acts worthy of developing. With 
the present show business setup, 
these honkytonks offer the -only 


chance an unknown turn has to get 
experience and be made known. 
With the places forced to remain 
shuttered in so far as floor shows are 
concerned, agents and operators fear 
the turns will be forced to leave the 
business. In other days they wouldn't 
have worried about only 10 acts, but 
now, with even the mdst optimistic 
being unable to list more than 200 
standard acts in the business, 10 pos- 
sibilities is considered a big ‘figure. 
Added to this will be the on-the- 
edge agents, those who collect $1.50 
or $1.75 per week on an act. In busi- 
ness, handling only such talent, their 
offices have been at practically a 





have made a deal with Bob Gold- 
(Continued on page 46) 








appeared with hubby and modeled in 


Court st., Brooklyn, are attorneys for 
fashion parade. 


the petitioners. 











person, although dealers’ ducats | 
went at 30c. 

Exhibitors split up into two fac- | 
tions over unexpected reactions of 
crowds. Main. complaint was that 
Warner’s star and other stage acts 
overshadowed the autos; that peo- 
ple stood on running-boards to see 
Powell, but paid no attention to new 
models. During performance hours, 
they. squawked, traffic-jams kept 
prospective buyers from getting near 
cars and after shows the crowds 
faded away. Kickers are campaign- 
ing for orchestras instead of big 
Hollywood stars for next year, at a 
lower admish rate, on theory that. 
old-fashioned system will sell more 
cars, 

Other faction headed by Herb 
Buckman, head of local motor asso- 
ciation, and Elmer Weiner, publicity 
director, maintain only circus bally- 
hoo and name-acts will yank con- 
servative Clevelanders into annual 
exhibits. Further contend Powell 
made ‘em more auto-minded besides 
beating attendance of Detroit's star- 
less show. 

Costs for entertainment 


VAUDFILM RESUMES — 
TODAY AT NEW’K PAR 


Paramount, Newark, adopts a 
vaudfilm policy, commencing today 
(Wed.). House, formerly a_ stage- 
show site, has been straight-flick for | 
Past year and a half. 

Adam Adams operates the indie 
spot under partnership with Par, 
and Eddie Sherman will book acts 
for full-week stands. Opening line- 
up includes Ben Yost chorus, Sam- 
uel Bros. and Harriet Hayes, Paul 
Nolan, Sid Marion, Jerry Adler and 
Rosamond. Teddy King isin for a 
stretch as steady m.c. and orchestra 
leader. 

Newark now will have two flesh | 
houses, the indie Shubert playing 
Shows booked by A. and B. Dow. | 








Bridgeport Sunday Date 
Bridgeport, Nov. 23. 
Sunday flesh-pix bills has resumed 
at Globe, Loew-Poli house. 
Pat Rooneys, 2nd and 3rd, top turn | 
S10 20Bccanconeceseee scout 
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standstill for last month. 

Admittedly, however, the problem 
has everybody concerned up a tree, 
Honkytonk operators insist that their 
clientele doesn’t care about a show 
unless there’s at least one nudie on 
the bill, and that, without a nudie, a 
floor show won't bring in enoyigh 
business to pay for itself. On the 
other hand, Mayor Kelly and his 
force declare that they can have all 
the floor shows they want so lon as 
there’s nothing which may even be 
alleged as nude, immoral or ques- 
tionable in taste. 


SINO-JAP WAR SCARES 
U. §. ACTS; AUSSIE BOUND 


\ 
Seattle, Nov. 23. 
American acts are diverting from 











| Shanghai and Japan, due to dis- 
|turbed conditions in war zones, 
| Australia is now objective. Bar- 


| barino and her Poms left this week 
| for down under. 

| Albert Powell, trapeze, sails from 
| Vancouver, B. C., for Sydney, to 
|}open 10 weeks on Tivoli circuit, 
Wynn and Hurwynn, dance team, 
leaves at same time for Melbourne, 
to open Dec. 27 with J. C. William- 
son’s musical ‘O.K. for Sound.’ The 
| latter comes to Australian city from 
|Palladium, London. They're set for 
16 weeks, with ee 


Svenska Buys U. S. Acts 


Jack Wornosky, Scandinavian 
booker, sailed last week with 17 
; American vaude acts. Acts do one 
| show per day and are tax free. 
| Harry Norwood will handle all 
| bookings from the VU. S. via. Wo- 
rousky through a contract recently 
signed. 











Ossahé’s s Vaudfilm 


Omaha, Nov. 23. 

Stage of Orpheum Aigbts up for 
week's showing of ‘Waikiki Nights,” 
first live unit »ere in several months, 

Evert Cummings, district manager 
for Tri-States, trained into Chi last 
week to glimpse unit and gave it 
| his exec stamp of approval. 
| Unit opens Nov. 25 for seven-day 











|; run. Usual stage show prices of 55e 
_ top. will -hold. - 
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Unit Reviews 


TOP OF THE TOWN 


(ROY, SALT LAKE CITY) 
Salt Lake City, Nov. 21. 

Invasion of Hollywood film players 
to Roxy continues this week as 
Mickey Daniels of Our Gang come- 
dios fame heads a fair middle-class 
variety show, billed ‘Top of the 
T wn.’ ; 

While top billing goes to the red- | 
haired youngster, at least four other | 
acis take lion’s share of audience | 
approval. Mickey is listless, his 
routine punchless and several at- 
tempts to be funny futile. tand- 
outs include Daro brothers, gym- 
nasis; Arlene Mar, Chinese torch 
warbler: Dottie Dee, girl-in-bronze 
act, and Jackie Walters, drummer 
and leader of unit band. 

nothing 


pretentious, 


‘@ Opener is ! 
Rerely showing line of six girls in 


assoried costumes, accompanied by 
male escorts who hoof besides their 
regular chores. Seven-piece band 
spotted at rear of stage. I.cader, 
however. batons in front of outfit. 
Jack Sliver, using feeble gags for 
introductions throughout, »raises 
first Charles Tiffany, whose fast tap 
routine bounces highly during a 
staircase clogging. Virginia Tiflany 
follows, winning a hand for her con- 


tortions. Orthodox twists, but a 
little better than average stuff. 
Drummer Walters is next. Young, 


personable qhap, he taps out rhythm 
on stage vrops during a flashy cover- 
age of his well-stocked equipment. 
His solo efforts gives the crowd 
plenty and he gets plenty in return. | 
Sliver then introes Daniels, who 
app2ars wearing corduroy trousers, | 
brown sweater, gym shoes, and a 
dead pan. He remains silent for half 
minute, then squeals his identifying 
hyena laugh. He next imitates Clyde | 


McCoy’s theme, ‘Sugar Blues.’ | 
Mickey’s dancing doesn’t click, | 
either. His voice is harsh, and if 


he possesses personality behind the 
kleig lithis, it isn’t produced before | 
Salt Lakers. 

Mickey is no longer a kid. His 
proportions resembie those of a col- 
leve fullback, and he should abandon 
his present routine of simulating 
childish pranks if he expects.to click 
during unit’s tour. 

Show climbs skyward with tap- | 
pint by Jan and Carroll, attractive | 
stevpers. 

‘I Can't Give You Anything but | 
Love’ is Arlene Mar’s first song, and | 
is warmly received. | 


Patrons couldn’t get enough of this 
Oriental miss after she vocalizes | 
‘Sing Song Boy.’ Her act is unique | 
and she understands mike technique. 

Jackie Walker, in a second fea- 
tured spot, rolls off an extended heat 
wave on his snare drum. He beats 
it to a pulp; and the pew purchasers 
whack their palms till they tingle. 

The Tifianys get another nod, this 
tims doin a doll dance. 

Th? Daro freres look like a couple 
of Hercules’ proteges, and their bal- 
ancing act clicks solidly. Their feats 
are “unusual, not the standard tum- 
bles and chest balancing performed 
by the muscle boys in gyms. 
stoge for about five minutes, reeling 
off eitht astounding gymnastic 
stunts, they give every indication of 
being on the way to the top. 

Helen Leclair flashes mid-air body 
gyrations while performing on a 
rove. 

Dottie Dee also gets a big hand. 
This is her second appearance here 
in about four months, so her act 
isn’t new. Painted a gleaming silver, 
curtains part on tableau showing her 
s‘ondinz on top of a stair of steps. 

Stave lights sink to a deep blue and 
D>ttie gets off pedestal, does a re- 
vealint numbe 
se;joff before the finale. 

Mickey floats a gag ballet dance, 
but is immediately punctured when 
h> entages in some _ rough-house 
with one of the Daro brothers. 

Show has ample talent, but not 
rinoened vet to be bunched into class 
calibre, but Roxyites like their 55 
minutes of stage work. 

Rounding out bill are ‘Craig’s 
Wits’ (Col) and ‘Headline Hunters’ 
(RKO). House will continue vaude- 
filra policy during winter. Guss. 








Parisian Follies of 1938 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, Nov. 21. 

Show boasts class, speed, novelty. 
laughs end lookers. Besides, 
know how to dance. There’s 18 in 
company, six in band, and it reels 
off fast in 43 mins. with never a dull 
moment. 

Rex Moad, baritone, opens with 
*Was It Rain?’, with six line girls, in 
gleaming white satin pajamas in 
background. Femmes do _ piciure 
number to ‘Kiss Me Agaii’ and take 
stances in front of bandcar while 
Flo Drake offers a creditable toe 
specialty, in fox trot tempo, to 
Moad’s tune. ao. 2 

Pedro and Louis Martinez are next 
in a foot and handbalancing act that 
pleased. Boys have neat bag of tricks 
and do some _ difficult tumbling 
stunts, too. 

Line. dressed as little girls with 


|lined in 


| You Saved for Me.’ 


| does his 


| pany of 35, the unit offers plenty of 


| enough touch of variety in the make- 


On the | unit produced for the Keith circuit, 


r, and earns a nice | 


girls | 


Rain,’ latter tune being written by 
Irving Melsher, local accordionist. 


with lyrics by Remus Harris, Atlanta | general costuming okay. 


Using Toreador Song line attired | 


songsmith. It got a good hand. 


in bulifighting garb, with red capes | 


gold, do a semi-military | 
dance, with Lillian Lucier offering a | 


| nifty semi-strip cape specialty. 


Val Ward and Art Vokes, deadpan 
comedians, got laughs with song and 
chatter stuff. They sang ‘Bom Bom 
Bay’ and danced and then went into 
a parody on the William Tell Over- 
ture, winding up with leg slapping | 
and tap routine. They had to beg off. 
Smyley Gloria, shapely molasses 
haired femme from line, also scored 
with nifty acro routine to ‘The Waltz 


Band takes over here while Don 
Pedro (Martinez Bros.) backs up 90- | 
foot rope. from stage to balcony, and 
‘slide for life.’ It’s one of | 
those novelties that bring gasps from | 
customers. 

Pic is ‘Hold "Em Navy’ (Par) and 
standees were still in lobby after | 
first show broke despite sub-freezins | 
(unusual) weather. Luch. | 


Folies Internationale 


(CERAMIC, EAST LIVERPOOL, 0.) | 
East Liverpool, O., Nov. 20. | 

A better than ordinary layout of 
standard vaude turns merged into an | 
almost’ hour-long unit in Gene} 
Hamid’s ‘Folies Internationale,’ cur | 
rent at the Ceramic here. A com- 


variety, is well costumed and ex- 
pertly presented. Production is a 
relief from the 18 or 20-people tab 
shows that have been dished out re- 
cently by operators in this territory. 

Preceded by less fanfare than most 
stage units, the show is dominated 
by youth and talent. There is just 


up of the program to provide pleas- 
ing entertainment. From a_ slow} 
start the unit builds to a near sock 
finish. 

Orsala Orreli, young singer, sup- 
posedly once with the Metropolitan 
opera company, opens the program 
with ‘Indian Love Call’ and other 
favorites, which won the audience. 
The Three Eatons score with their 
better than average routines, while 
Rosita and Perez register with well- 
executed dancing. The 3 Cards have 
an unusual teeterboard routine. 

Cogert and Mott are excellent in 
their impersonation of the Duncan 
Siste-s. The 6 Tumbling Demons. 
acrobatic novelty, billed but sot 
showing. Line of 14 has highly ac- 
ceptable routines and costuming is 
okay. Earle’s Swing Band does well. 

Pic, ‘Hot Water.’ Mack. 


FOLIES COMIQUES 
(KEITH’S, BOSTON) 
2nd _ Edition) 


Boston, Nov. 20. 
New issue of ‘Folies Comiques,’ 


jin price 
;spots. Club 15 
| have sliced half-dollar levy to 40c. 


-- ops are ready to fall in} u ; , i 
Many other ops are read} | b2 Nat Harris, the manager, 


,one looking 
|Penn-Cornell Thursday, Army-Navy 





in a week’s tryout here at the Keith, 
Boston. Producers have assembled a 
good lineup of acts, but there is ob- 
vious need for revision. 

_ Show runs about 70 minutes, start- 
ing slowly with a series of line num- 
bers in varying tempo and style. Not 
a line spoken or sung (except once, 
off-stage, during a production num- 
ber) until Cinda Glenn  warbles 
French songs and imitates Hollywood 
people, and a drunk in the next-to- 
shut spot. Miss Glenn starred, and 
highly ballyhooed, does not quite 
measure up to the assignment, 

Dave Bines has dressed the unit 
with chorus routines that run from 
sweet picture numbers to can-can 
hooplas. Lighting and scenes are 
commendable. 

Three sock acts are backbone of 
the show: Fritz and Jean Hubert in 
their blotto turn; Boy Foy in his 
juggling and unicycle act; and the 
Titans, with a uniquely routined, 
slow risley-balance. act. 

Gautier’s Toy Shop (dogs and 
ponies) well received as was Chaz 
Chase, who eats fire, matches, ciga- 
rettes, boutonnieres and shirt bosoms. 
Although not the best of the ‘French’ 


cape-swing, too. Musically, it’s Ed- 

uardo Delgado, with three pieces and 

himself on marimbola. Not bad. 
Faith Carlton, emcee, works too 


|hard. One of those hand pounders 


‘Without a Song’ and ‘Roses in the | Show is in novelty vein and will 


who always outlasts the audience 


break its best in family spots, be- 

cause strictly clean. t 

Biz good. 
Barn. 


PHILLY NITERY LULL 
CUTS PRICE OF DRINK 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 
Unprecedented nitery biz here has 
brought about first cut since repeal 
of drinks in 








ty 


and Latimer 


iline, with evidences that the shorter 


tariff is upping trade. 


} 


| 
i 





French Casino 








(Continued from page 45) 


Backdrop and | stein, a radio talent agent, whereby 


he heads a new operating syndicate. 
Blumenthal et al. divest themselves 
entireiy of the operation, reverting 
to landlords, and getting theirs on 
a percentage basis. Goldstein’s 


backer is said to be Joe Moskowitz, | 


20th Century-Fox executive; also an- 
other exec connected with Loew’s. 


Monte Proser, erstwhile p.a. for the | ) 
|New Year's 


French Casino, swings over to the 
new combine in that plus an execu- | 


| tive capacity, 


better class | 
Club | 


Proser being 
eredited with having 
less good will for the 


1urgely 


venture. 


| 





ments, it’s not the idea of his people 
to be caught in the middle and that 


| everything will have to start with a 





created limit- | 


| Proser is bringing in George White. | 
Another holdover by Goldstein will | 


who will 


| also get a piece of the spot. 


Brightest spot in after-dark hori- | 
zon is coming weekend with every- | 


for plenty solid biz. 


Saturday are figured to help, Hotels 


| have reservations for everything bui 


traditional cot in ballroom. 





Charbneaux’s Tour 


Jules Charbneaux will take his 


| exhibit of miniature articles to New- 


ark and several other American 
cities, Then will do a spell in Paris. 

Returns in June to the Radio City 
Music Hall for 14 weeks. 


© 15 YEARSAGO @ 


(From Variety and Clipper) 





Combinatic booking deals were 
agitating pix exhibs, particularly in 


| the midwest. Stated that 2,500 houses 


had folded due to business slumps 
and high rentals. 





Hope, Dallas, named after Hope 
I-ampton, -changed to the Melba. 


under the new mo-iker. 





Ben Bernie hit the Palace, N. Y.. 
and pronounced the best band act 
for vaudeville yet to appear. His 
chatter clocked 24 real laughs at the 
show caught. Yvette Rugel, Joe 


backed him up. 





Lillian Roth working with her 
sister, Anna, as a kid act at the Al- 
hambra, N. Y. Real kids then. 


at the Palace, Chi. 


spell them. 





Producing Managers Assn. head- 
aching again about specs. Had the 
bright idea it might help to put some 
of the tickets on sale at the box 
office. Two shows, Barrymore’s 
‘Hamlet’ and ‘The Fool,’ getting along 
without agency buys. 





Circuit of 10 small houses in N* Y. 
paying acts $4 a day. Up a couple 
of dollars for a two-act. 





Equity Players, under Equity 








aegis, floppo. 





Jenie Jacobs pulled her unit out of 
the Shubert office and played it as 
a musical on the Erlanger time. Did 
as much on seven shows as she did 
on 14 on the other circuit. 





Isadora Duncan told by Indianap- 
oOlis cops to behave herself or take a 
ride in the wagon. What she said 
about that made all the front pages. 





Tex Austin gave N. Y. its first 





shows produced at this house, it is 
still a good bet. 
‘Blondes Are Dangerous’ 


(U) on 
the screen. Biz big. 


Fox. 





HAVANA HOLIDAY 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 


Lincoln, Nov. 20. 

Cuban by way of Mexican enter- 
tainers, ‘Havana Holiday’ is Bill 
Arms’ first show on Cushman time 
| Has been on Coast time and is sad- 
dle-bagging east. Unit has three acts 
which carry it. The Flying Boleros. 
the closer, is a bar turn not far from 
c.rcus season. Two men, and good. 
frank Starr, who has a_ nimble 
throat, is the midway punch. Then 
ihere’s the Bronlee Brothers, on 
three times: they get by pretty well. 

Havana fiesta time sets stage for 
; opening, a parade number with the 
|femme portion finally breaking ou’ 





rodeo at the Mad. Sq. and N. Y. liked 
| it. Promised to become an annual 
| event. Doing about $20,000 a night. 





Dolly sisters wound up their cab- 
aret engagement two weeks ahead of 
; contract. Could not draw the money 
| being paid them. 


' 








the Keith agents. 


| by showing familiarMy with their 





shady methods. They promised to 
be good. 
| Augustus Pitou suing Alan Dale 


|for rights to the 


Harris was somewhat demoted 
with the advent of Henry Lartigue 


clean slate before making any ar- 
rangements to walk into the French 
Casino. It’s said his people repre- 
sent a bankroll up to $200,000. 
Before Fischer sailed it was un- 
derstood that Blumenthal et al. 
would continue operating at a loss 
if needs be all through November 
and December, figuring on the Xmas- 
impetus to balance 
things, until the new show was ready 
for January or February debut. 
Fischer speciacle for the F. C. was 
to have been a lavish aquamarine 
affair for which elaborate structural 
changes were to have been made, in- 


| cluding a tank, a la the old Hippo- 


as a direct, imported appointee by | 


Fischer. 


Lartigue, well-known andi | 


| well-regarded operator of the smart- | 


est casinos in 
Riviera, etc., 


Pau, Biarritz, the 
was brought over by 


| Fischer to inject a Continental flavor | 
|to what was deemed to be a too- 


| Broadwayish aura. 


hyper-class was 
from the start, by a combination of 


| circumstances. 


| 


} 
| 


| 


Changed ownership and doing better | 








| 
| 


| 


John Murdock read the riot act to! 
Surprised them | 


critic’s play, ‘No- | 


| body’s Fool.’ He had produced it:a | 


;couple of years before and 
|clai ed it. Dale contended he 


|let the rights lapse. 


had 


Broaaway was Ofiering 20 plays of 


still | 


Chiefly against the F.C. was old 
man General Conditions. 
than the relentless cutting-in by the 
International Casino, proved its eco- 
nomic undoing. 

Biz Bad Everywhere 


General drop-off in nitery busi- 
ness, which is usually synonymous 
with a poor Wall Street barometer, 
seemed to hit the French Casino the 
hardest for two reasons: one, be- 


cause the fickle N. Y. public, notori- | 
ous for that sort of thing, went for | 


the newest thing in the Frenchy sort 
of nite-life, and that meant the In- 
ternational Casino. The other was 
the fact that the French Casino had 
been geared to do $30,000 to $45,000. 

At the _ little-more-than-$20,000 
pace which the F.C. had been doing 
the past month the losses. mounted 
weekly, and staggeringly. It neces- 
sitated Fischer putting up some of 
his own money, a departure for the 
producer who, heretofore, was a pay- 
rolled. impresario, bringing over 


Cook, Duncan Sisters and Bert Levy | French revues on a percentage-shar- 


ing arrangement. Blumenthal-Sha- 
piro footed all bills up until recently. 
Fischer is said to have last put up 


But the aim for | 


drome, N. Y., for water ballets, eic. 

At one time the French Casino's 
net was up to $2,500,000, during the 
first thrce years of its operations, 
and it was because of these large 
profits that Blumenthal and Shap’‘ro 
decided to re-invest part of theirs 
into legit productions. 


Fischer subsequently squawked 


| that this dissipation of surplus funds 


| 


militated against, | 


That, more | 


was what created embarrassment 
with creditors when current. bills 
couldn’t be met cut of current in- 
come. 

An idea of Fischer's intention to 
continue present arrangements was 


| his taking over of Dorothy Kay, erst- 
| while public‘ty aide to Proser at the 


| Casino shows. 


{ 
| 


} 
| 





$60,000. Creditors are said to have | 


about $160,000 due ’em. 
With Fischer sinking some of his 


Irene Castle heading a four-act | coin in, he put Lartigue in as direc- 


Had her own | tor-general to run things as both 
dancing partner and a sister team to | thought they should be. 


That more 
or less pleased Blumenthal-Shapiro, 
who were willing to divest them- 
selves of the details of operations. 
It was regarded as a break, also, by 
many of the sub-executives who 
shuttled between Blumenthal, Sha- 
piro or Haring, whereas in Lartigue 
they had a central source. 

New Bob Goldstein operation—a 
corporation is being formed by 
Rosenblatt & Jaffee, attorneys— 
figures that a contrast is necessary, 
because of the International’s hold 
on the field with the Frenchy flavor. 

Accordingly it will be an Ameri- 
can-type show, with native flavor, 
and name dance bands. Abe Lyman 
will tee off. 

A deal was more or less on be- 
tween Fischer and Goldstein, before 
Fischer’s departure for London Nov. 
10, for Lyman to come in to succeed 
Joe Rines. 

That litigation is inevitable is 
manifested via Allen Deutsch, Fisch- 
er’s power-of-attorney in America, 
who was busy all day yesterday and 
Monday readying the girls for their 
departure today (Wednesday) on the 
Normandie to participate in the 
London Casino revue. The girls are 


other acts. 








Payoff? 

That there will be no difficulties 
on payoff is more or less taken for 
granted, although Monday afternoon, 
afier a lobby-front frame heralded 
| that information be made via the 
| French Casino 
phone company reported 
service had be2n 
connected. 

Producer of. the 


that the 
temporarily dis- 


Casino, and have her advance-bally- 
hoo from abroad the forthcoming 
in order to build u» 


expectancy from the other side. 
Miss Kay is otherwise Mrs. Ted 
Friend, wife of tie N. ¥. Mirror's 


nitery editor. 

Paradox of the whole situation js 
that the International Casino got off 
on its wrong foot when stage me- 
chanics went haywire to the degree 
that the I. C. management’ broadly 
hinted at sabotage. The word o’ 
mouth was that the French Casino 
was still the French Casino but after 
three weeks’ intensive work the new 
International re - premiered 3 
‘Bravo!’ revue and has been monopo- 
lizing the nitery biz since 





State-Lake, Chi, Stickup 
Try Fails; Wound Doorman 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Attempted stickup of the State- 
Lake theatre here Nov. 22 resulted in 
wounding of Sheldon Shoreen, door- 


}man, and a policeman. 





bonded for return passage as are the 


| 


new American- 


type show will be George White. 
White is now on the Coast. He's a! 


pal of Proser’s and through the lat- 
ter White came 


| 
i 


into the picture. | dancer. 


Gunman demanded money from 
cashier and was struck on the jaw 
by Shoreen. Torpedo shot Shoreen 
and a cop who came running up and 
then fled into the crowds minus any 
take. 





Easton, Pa., Nov. 23. 

Bandit who robbed the Boyd, 
Bethlehem, last week, did not enjoy 
the money long, for he talked too 
much and was arrested. Theatre 
was robbed of $52 when bandit held 
up Alma Bernhard, cashier, while 
show was in progress, at point of 
gun. 

Two days later the bandit, who 
gave his name as Howard Lambert, 
26, of Pittsburgh, walked into saloon 
in Philadelphia and sent boy for 
Bethlehem: paper, saying he wanted ’ 
to read about a holdup. He was 
spending money for drinks and 
other patrons became suspicious. 
Police were called and when he was 
arrested, he confessed. Part of the 
money was found on him. 


Weekend Acts in N. J. 


Laurel-in-the-Pines, Lakewood, 
N. J., reopened Nov. 21 and will ad- 
here to the same policy as last year. 

Commencing with Thanksgiving 
weekend, Irene Beasley and Eddie 
Garr will be the attractions. Hotel 
will present name acts weekly. 
Howard Woods orchestra plays for 
dancing; WOR hookup Sunday after- 








switchboard, the | °wrnags oo) 


Wocds orch shifts from Laurel to 
the Floridian Hotel, Miami, opening 
Dec. 25. 





Faith Bacon’s Dixie P. A. 

Memphis, Nov. 23. 
Orpheum theatre 

the headlines twice 


Faith Bacon, 


made 


Wh:te meantime went west to start] last week—once when she was Or- 
on Columbia film production con- | dered to ‘wear some clothes’ by 


tract. 








at kt Oo OUmlCOUP leet CL 


i |Memphis censors who didn’t like 
ribbons in. hair, to taney Pea for aid | Soe a ns woo te mea: Bary or foreign origin of which only three! It’s said that a short time before; her dancing merely -in soft lights, 
number. with Lillian Lucier singing | steps a e conclusion with a hat) were in the money. | closing the coatroom concessionai:e' and again when she and two 
‘How Would You Like to Be a Kid/|dance. Bruce and Jimmy, two-man | v | 4 s 





Acain®” Girls do a combination rope | teeter. board, look unfinished. 


paid another $10,000 in advance for | comedians on the same bill reported 
| 
skinping tap and. waltz. clog to In the dancing .section are. the) 


Orpheum circuit told all acts they | his privileges. 





'they were held up and robbed of 
‘School Days.’ in stop time. Number | Carlton Sisters, and Romero and Do-, must not play cabarets on the side. | Goldstein states that, with full| Faith’s cash and her escorts’ pants. 4 
got good reception. Moad then sings! reena, rumba. Romero does a solo | Hurt biz. | knowledge of possible legal entangle-| There were no arrests. 
een, wis) DEKE eewssGes ses SUMS -Vebe ode oh ge stewart eae so + ae ue 9 4 ° . 
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Boston, Nov. 23. 

Road call was sent out from the 
Washington headquarters of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees last Thursday (18) 
calling a strike with the stagehands 
and musicians with the Gay Blades 
Ice Ballet, at the Boston Garden 
Nov. 18-20. 

James J. O’Brien, business agent 
for Local 11, IATSE, deciared that 
since the ice show was a theatrical 
enterprise, IATSE men should man 
the spots. Wher: Frank Murphy, rep- 
resenting the Garden, nixed any 
such idea, O’Brien burned the wires 
to Washington and got the road call, 
causing the walkout of the two stage- 
sands, Saniord Gold’s band (13), and 
a fem organist. 


Garden doors were tight till just 
before starting time on Thursday. 
Canned music was used. Regular 
scenery was replaced by Garden 
scenery, because ci the show’s sets 
being too big. 

Arbitration was consummated by 
Friday when six IATSE men re- 
ported for work. Garden is union, 
AFL, and employs members of the 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
Union, Local 103. But O’Brien rated 
this event a theatrical enterprise. 
hence lights should be handled by 
IATSE men. To avoid further en- 
meshment, Walter Brown, general 
manager of the Garden, decided to 
pay off the IATSE men for their 
work of standing by. 

Labor difficulties have been fol- 
lowing the ice troupe. In New 
Haven, the American Federation. of 
Musicians local laid down the law 
that the orchestra be composed of 
four of Gold’s men and eight New 
Haven men. Boston local okayed the 
entire outfit. But the ice ballet man- 
agement is dubious on its plans to 
continue with such labor unrest. 
Troupe will probably carry a music 
director, recruiting the orchestra in 
each town. 


BLOSSOM HEATH, DET., 
RAIDED FOR GAMBLING 


Detroit, Nov. 23. 

Blossom Heath, swank St. Clair 
Shores nitery, which has escaped po- 
lice interference since July, 1932, was 
raided Sunday afternoon (21) by 
state troopers who smashed the lav- 
ish interior, seized quantity of gam- 
bling paraphernalia and arrested 
eight employes. Capt. Donald Leon- 
ard staged the raid. 

Among those arrested was Ben 
Jacobs who, police said, was the pro- 
prietor. Those seized will be ar- 
raigned this week on charges of 
maintaining a gambling joint. Spot's 
reopening is doubtful before next 
summer. 


Ice Show’s $5,500 In 
Two Shows, Indpls. 














Indianapolis, Nov. 23. 
The Black Forest International Ice 
Revue, called off Friday (19) when 
the ice-making equipment failed, 


showed to good advantage at follow- | 


ing performances. 

Biz was fair, considering unusually 
cold weather, totaling estimated $5,- 
500 for two afternoon and evening 
performances after initial night's 
fiasco. Scaled at $2.20 top, most of 
seats filled were in 55c. sections. 


Softball on Ice 


Saskatoon, Sask., Nov. 23. 


_Kinsmen Club opened new Arera 
rink, artificial ice plant, here with 








what is believed to be first game of. 
It proved a) 


softball on ice skates. 
wow from crowd’s standpoint, spills 


and playing being truly slapstick, | 


without meaning to be. 

Two-bit admission 
ure skating, barrel jumping on 
skates, two hockey games, broomball 
seme, carnival attractions and a 
moccasin dance. 





Iva Kitchell to Berlin 


pe... Kitchell, American comedy 
“ncer, opens a European tour Jan 
1 at the Scala, Berlin, 


Cay Blades Ice Show Pays Off 
IATSE Ops. to Play Hub Date 


+ 





‘Fines’ 





Georgie Hale, who books 
dance troupes abroad, and who 
sailed last week to open a new 
floor show at the Grosvenor 
House, is peeved against sore 
of the Continental resorts who 
book American girls. 

It’s due to the system of 
‘fines’ which some of the spots 
impose on the chorines for al- 


leged infractions of minor 
rules, such as talking, being 
late, etc. Hale suspects the 


systematic docking of a few 
francs from the girls is done 
for more than mere discipli- 
nary reasons. Accordingly, 
he’s plenty burned over it and 
will think twice:nexf time he 














| sends any shows over. 
| 
| 


LID'S ON TIGHT 
IN MINNEAPOLIS 


Minneapolis, Nov. 23. 
Lid been clamped tight on 
night life here after town had been 
running wide open for months. It’s 
tough on a number of night clubs 
which had been disregarding clos- 
ing hour law and other statutes. 


Now, instead of remaining open 
until the wee hours, they have to 
toe mark and quit selling liquor at 
midnight on week days and 1 a.m. 
Sunday, as required by state law. 
Gambling devices are out, too. More- 
over, six of the larger night clubs 
are fighting in court to hold on to 
their liquor licenses which Mayor 
George E. Leach has revoked. Only 
a court-restraining order permits 
them to continue operations. 


Tougher times loom as result of 
mayor appointing an ex-minister, 
head of Federation of Churches, 
chairman of a ‘morals commission,’ 
members of which he will select. 
| Commission will make a survey of 
conditions and draw up recom- 
mendations, 


There’s plenty of squawking and 
many business men feel that closing 
up of town may hurt trade gen- 
erally. But Mayor Leach is ada- 
| mant. Newspapers played up charges 
of alleged protection for certain 
night clubs, gambling and vice re- 
sorts. Claims were also aired that 
many night clubs were not closing 
at all, were selling liquors to minors 
and were housing slot machines and 
other gambling games. 

Even state liquor commissioner 
publicly charged widespread law 
violations and matters reached a 
stage where a grand jury investiga- 
tion was begun and Mayor Leach 
was threatened with impeachment. 


has 





| 
} 
| 





One city official charged that 
racketeering elements, including 
/former  bootleggers, have gotten 


' control of local night clubs. 





Tomei Charges Ops 
Fight His Re-election 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

| Charges have been made by A. A. 
Tomei that nitery ops are banding 
|to fight him in his campaign for re- 
}election as prez of Musicians’ Local. 
| Ballotting will take place Dec. 2. 

| Tomei, serving his second term, 
| faces stiff battle from Israel Saffron, 
| Earle theatre fiddler. Third man in 
‘the contest is Romeo Cella, former 
prez. 

That nite club proprietors might 
band, even to extent of providing 
necessary coin to defeat Tomei, is 
entirely possible. He’s been thorn in 
their sides for the past year, forcing 
many non-union spots to put in card- 
holding orchestras and upping scales 
in others. 





| ROTH AND SHAY’S DATES 
Dusseldorf, Nov. 10. 
Roth and Shay, American comedy 
act, are booked solid through next 
May in Germany and the Scandina- 
vian countries. Have additional of- 
fers for Switzerland, 
' France, Italy, Scotland, Ireland, Af- 
iica. South America and Australia, 
On their arrival in Europe the pair 
had dates for only one month. This 
‘ig their fourth trip to this side. 


aa also’ entitled | 
spectators to see bicycle derby, fig- | 


England, | 








Britons Due Back in U. S. 


Milt Britton orchestra currently 
en route back to N. Y. to fulfill vaude 
commitments. 

Band had been doing its act at the 
Urea Casino, Rio de Janeiro, for the 
past 28 weeks. Line of girls sent 
south with Britton by Hal Sands, 
N. Y. booker, reticketed for another 
four weeks with indications that en- 
gagement might round out to 52 
weeks, 


CUSHMAN ADDS 
A MONTH OF 
BOOKINGS 


Lineoln, Nov 23. 
Another month of playing time 
went on the Cushman circuit books 
this week when the Frederick-Mercy 
Theaters, Inc., Seattle, and Fox Inter- 











Mountain Theatres, Inc., Denver, 
were dotted-lined. 

First outfit places flesh in Walla 
Walla,: Ellensburg and Yakima. Lat- 
ter, with Rick Ricketson, division 


manager, making the deal, accounts 
for Cheyenne, Laramie, Rawlins, 
Rock Springs, Pocatello, Kemmerer 
Idaho Falls, Ogden, Caldwell and 
Nampa, for two or more days, and a 
few other one-nighters. 


Places the playing strength for | 


Cushman in the west at its top since 
he started five years ago, 27:4 a bet- 
ter break for the units, shortening 
the jumps. Aiding factor, in recog- 
nition for the small-priced units this 
year, has been the drop of the pre- 
viously carried bands, most of the 
places having standbys, anyway. 


12 ACTS IN HUB; 
CUT 75 TO 59€ 


RKO Boston theatre, Boston, will 
drop its prices from a 75c top to 55c, 
effective tomorrow (Thurs.). House 
has been operating on a policy of 
first-run. pictures and vaude. Scarcity 
of name acts forced a switch from 
quality to quantity. 

Theatre will retain the showing of 
first run films, but will substitute 
pop shows for selected acts. Initial 
lineup under new policy preems to- 
morrow with 12 acts. 


‘Ebbtide’ Holdover Sets 
Back N. Y. Par’s Shows 


Combination of ‘Ebbtide,’ Bunny 
Berigan orchestra and Frances Lang- 
ford, booked into the Paramount, 
N. Y., for two weeks, goes three and 
possibly a fourth stanza. Fourth 
week depends also on whether Miss 
Langford can absent herself from 
her ‘Holiywood Hotel’ program, from 
which she is currently on a three- 
week leave, Loretta Lee reniacing 

Situation jqzzes up Par’s ehedule 
of pictures and band shovs which 
are set far into 1938. ‘True Confes- 
sion’ and the Russ Morgan outfit, 
originally scheduled for Dec. 1, has 
been tentatively set back to the 15th, 
depending on that fourth week for 
‘Ebbtide. Fred Waring and ‘Wells 
Fargo, written in for Dec. 22, in 
order to grab the Christmas and 
New Year holiday trade, come in 
Dec. 29. 


Waring’s $29,500 Record 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 
Fred Waring and His Pennsyl- 
vanians rolled up a new all-time 
high for band shows at Stanley last 
week, getting around $29,500 to top 














previous record held by Horace 
Heidt by slightly better than two | 
grand. 


Both played the same number of 
shows, extra performances being 
scheduled on two different days. 
However, house’s profit with Heidt 


was slightly bigger since his sal- 
ary was only $8,500 against War- 
ing’s $11,500. Ted Lewis, always 


a fave here, will have Thanksgiving 
at holiday prices, and a chance to 
crack the record again. 


4 





Those 77B Blues 








Crack Jack: Osterman made 
|; in Varrery a couple of weeks 
ago that the International Ca- 
|} Sino is ‘a nice little suburb in 
|| itself’ had been jocularly taken 
|} up by the bistro bonifaces as a 
laughing alibi for their own 
i} b.o. blues. 

Mop-up trade of the Interna- 
tional left little for the others, 
and the spread has been so thin 
it’s left many a spot anemic, so 
that the insiders have been ex- 
pecting *hat 7°S3 Reors Bogey- 
man 7c pop by any time 


Ea 
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MAGIS BURNED 
OVER EXPOSES 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Pacific Coast magicians are burned 
up about the activities of Julien J.| 
Proskauer, president of the Parent | 


Assembly (N.Y.? of the Societv of 
American Magri: °ns and formal 
complaint charging unethical con- 
duct will be filed tonight (23) 


against him by an alternate in New 
York. If Proskauer does not resign 
locals in Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco threaten to drop out of the So- 
ciety. 

Proskauer is accused of exploiting 
his office for his own personal bene- 
fit and with having exposed the 
secrets of magic to the detriment of 
the membership through his owner- 
ship of Stunts, Inc., an advertising 
outfit which gives away the abaca- 
dabra for advertising throwaways 
and tieups. Magicians here state that 
Proskauer’s activities will make the 
heavy equipment investments of 
many of his clan valueless. 

His activities in this direction have 
caused a steady flow of criticism 
from memberships, Coast crowd 
claiming he has interrupted the har- 
mony in the organization so that 
there are two battling factions 
among the magicians. 

Information will be furnished the 
New York hearing committee by 
Barkann Rosinoff, who will base the 
charges on facts from disgruntled 
members on the Coast. They feel, 
however, that Proskauer is strongly 
entrenched and has numerous pals 
in the organization and their charges 
may blow up in smoke. 

Members here point out that Louis 
Zingone resigned from the organiza- 
tion under pressure, after making a 
Metro short exposing trade secrets, 
and feei that Proskauer is in the 
same category. 





Barkann Rosinoff refused to make 
any statement regarding the charges 
against Proskauer. Declared that 
only officer entitled to speak for the 
Society is the Secretary of the Na- 
tional Council, Richard DuBois. 





Cuba 0.0. Panama Spots; 
Charge Chiz, Beatings 


Havana, Nov. 18. 

Exportation of Cuban girls as 
hostesses for niteries in Panama is 
being investigated by the SIM, se- 
cret police, and Judge Mencia. More 
than 30 girls, all minors, are testify- 
ing in hearings being conducted by 
authorities. 

Charges most frequent are that 
girls were mulcted wut of their con- 








tracted earnings and in many cases 
settled for a couple of dollars after | 
a month or two of work. Several | 
; cases of the girls being beaten. } 


FTP’S VAUDFILM | 





ederal Theatre Project here now | 
presenting vaudfilm combos. 

Shows given in Mercantile Hal! in- 

| clude 5,000 feet of celluloid on past 





| accomplishments of WPA, 


| by FTP vaude talent, 


SACKS ON COAST QUEST 





labeled | 
|‘Work Pays America,’ plus big bill! 


AFA Now Has 21 N. Y. Niteries 
Signed, 10 More in Negotiation: 
Avert Strike Threat at H’wood 





American Federation of Actors 
last week signed contracts with nine 
more New York niteries, bringing the 
total of local spots with which it has 
agreements to 21. Negotiations are 
going on with 10 more. 

Organization also tangled with the 
Hollywood Restaurant, N. Y., and, 
after a strike threat, reached a settle- 


ment. Chorus girl at the nitery was... 


paid $60 in boosted back pay by the 


management and the strike was 
called off. AFA has for several 
months had a contract with the 
nitery. 


Inciuded in the list of spots signed 
to pacts last week were the Yacht 
Club, Versailles, Gay 90's, American 
Music Hall, Little Old New York, Le 
Mirage, Club 18, Wivel Restaurant 
and the Mirador. Deals call for a 
$40 minimum weekly wage, with 
various other requirements as _ to 
working conditions, dismissal notices, 
etc. Understood AFA is still dicker- 
ing with the New York Hotel Assn. 
regarding contracts for the spets in 


| its various hostelries. 


Cause of the dispute with the 


| Hollywood Restaurant, according to 


AFA heads, was refusal of the man- 
agement to pay a chorine, who also 


did a single bit, the $40 minimum re- 


quired under the contract. Gal was 
getting $30 a week. When the nitery 
management fred the girl, AFA 
execs said, the organization de- 
manded she be given two weeks 
notice. When the management re- 
fused a strike was called for last 
Wednesday (17) night and the entire 
cast of the show, including Helen 
Morgan, the star, were notified not 
to go on. 

Sophie Tucker, AFA prez, -and 
several board members were in town 
at the time and held a meeting on 
the question, voting to back up the 
action of Harry Calkins, acting exec- 
utive secretary during the absence 
of Ralph Whitehead on the Coast. 
Before show time the nitery manage- 
ment agreed to pay the dancer the 
wage difference up to the time her 
two-weeks dismissal notice was ef- 
fective. Amount came to $60. Strike 
was immediately called off and the 
entire cast played the show that 
night. 

Whitehead is expected back in New 
York in about a month, 





Chi Launches Drive 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Campaign to get full recognition of 
American Federation of Actors from 
niteries and hotel cafes has started 
here, with the AFA readying to li- 
cense niteries and regulate setup for 
salaries and shows. Sophie Tucker, 


v.p. of AFA, stopped off in town 
early yesterday (Monday) to aid 
drive. 


Under AFA license agreements, 
niteries will have a three-scale set- 
up for chorus ‘girls’ salaries, ranging 
through $30-40 brackets, according 
to length of employment and work 
called for. It also establishes a max- 
imum of 28 shows per week, 

Niteries have indicated complete 
agreement with the money and per- 
formance regulations of AFA. First 
to sign the AFA agreement is Frank 
Bering, Sherman House. The Sher- 
man House had formerly been one of 
the union’s big stumbling blocks. 

That 28 performances weekly will 
exert no hardships on hotels and nit- 
eries is evidenced by fact that maxi- 
mum of shows a top niteries doesn’t 
run over 23 per week on the basis of 
three daily and four Saturday and 
Sunday. In the majority of places 
it doesn’t exceed 20; in several it is 
as low as 16, on the basis of two 
sows nitely with three on Satur- 
days and Sundays. 

With the broad agreement estab- 
lished on performances, there looms 
a new wrangle Letween hotels and 
ATA over the likelihood that some 


, |of the hotels will take advantage of 
Philadelphia, Nov. 23. | 


the 28-show setup by spotting nitery 
shows for private parties in banquet 
rooms. 





SEATTLE CAFES ON UPBEAT 
Seattle, Nov. 23. 


Club bookings are on upgrade, ac- 
cording to Joe Daniels, agent. One 
of top club dates this fall was for 


| Manie Sacks, vaude and nitery act ,Chevrolet banquet Friday (19). 


| Coast the latter part of this week on 
a talent quest and to look over the 
night clubs there, 


peoker for Music Corp., goes to the | 


Jackie Souders band, 3 Riythmic 
Roc'ceis. Miekey Carrel] reson 
‘lwins, 3 Heat Wave vackson 
and Blackwell comprised the show. 


and 
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Nitery Reviews 





RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Alec Templeton, blind young wiz 
on the Steinway, is back at the 
Rainbow Room. He is led on and off 
by his father, who is also his per- 
sonal manager. The British pianist, 
who came to attention on Jack Hyl- 
ton’s program, some two or three 
years back, is repeating his click by 


-a judicious change of pace, ranging 


from a skillful, falsetto travesty on 
Wagnerian opera to legit Hungarian 
rhapsodizing. He _ also 


et al. 

Complete new show which John 
Roy. the RR’s managing director, has 
booked is a smooth, well-kneaded 
pot-pourri, ideal for this class en- 
vironment. The Viennese Comedi- 
enne Singers (6) and Dorothy Fox 
are both under New Acts, hence 
completely new here. 

Al Donohue, despite the fact that 
at this premiere (17) he was a very 
nervous father-to-be (although it’s 
his second), dispenses socko dansa- 
pation. His,work manifested none 
of his domestic concern, however, 
and, if anything, Donohue has 
smoothed out into a thoroughly en- 
gaging singing maestro. Durelle 


Alexander continues as his ——- 
e ' 


Eddie LeBaron, 
tango-rhumba maestro, has a new 
songstress in Rosita Rios, who is 
okay on the native lyrics. Senorita 
Rios was last seen at El Chico. Le- 
Baron, per usual, is a nifty salesman 
of the Latin terps. 

Alice Glover and Walter LaMae, 
graduated by virtue of matriculating 
first in the Rainbow Grill (adjoining 
informal room), now do a terp- 


vocalist but 


sichorean stint at the midnight shows | 


only. Idea for this is that the din- 
ner show might otherwise run over- 
board. Incidentally, save for the 
Vernons at the Ambassador, there 
are no dance teams in N. Y., except 
at this spot. The Plaza has Paul 
Draper instead of the De Marcos 
and the others are cheating on the 
budgets. 


For the rest, Dr. Sydney Ross, 
with his baffling legerdemain at the 
tables, and Helen Myers, with her 
pianologs (also a bit at the organ), 
round out a strong show. Biz ter- 
rif. Abel. 


IRIDIUM ROOM 


(HOTEL ST. REGIS, N. Y.) 

The Iridium Room is one of the 
town’s class show spots. With this 
formal boite now having caught on, 
it gives the swanky Hotel St. Regis 
two successful niteries operating 
concurrently, the other being the 
basement Maisonette Russe (old Sea 
Glades room). Then, too, there is no 
forgetting the Viennese Roof (air- 
conditioned) during the summers. - 
sions. 


That a nice atmosphere, judicious 
bonifacing and an expert dance 
band, such as Emile Coleman’s, is 
all that’s necessary, is best evidenced 
at the Iridium, There's nothing else. 
No costly dance teams and attrac- 
tions other than Lois Elliman who, 
with Eve Symington at the Waldorf’s 
Sert Room, remain the only two sur- 
vivors of ‘society songstress’ vogue of 
three or four years back. 


Miss Elliman has a nice vocal-in- 
terlude style, mixing in and out with 
the band, and doing nothing weighty 
otherwise, vocally. Coleman, of 
course, with the same brand of smart 
dansapation which has made him a 
favorite with the society bunch for 
years, is the prime draw. And well 
proving it, with a tireless marathon 
of terp tunes. He knows how to mix 
"em up, and more than adequately 
accounts for the strong draw. 

Table d’hote dinner, $4; couvert, 
$1.50-$2.50, after 10 p.m. Abel. 


JACK WHITE’S CLUB 18 


(NEW YORK) 

Perhaps the lone survivor of the 
madcap comedy school of nite club 
funstering which catapulted Jimmy 
Durante into round-the-world re- 
nown is Jack White at his Club 18, 
which is the street number on West 
52d. White is a zany of same school, 
working in yeoman fashion, punish- 
ing himself and his cohorts and do- 


ing anything for a laff—but getiing | 


fem in plenty. 

The Club 18 thus is a standout as 
spot where atmosphere is surcharged 
with that prohibition period al fresco 
spirit which, even if spirits were 
brutal, certainly wasn’t lacking in 
excitement. That’s the keynote of 


White's spot, In that the 100 or s0 lack pep. They show in some fancy | 


customers who jampack into 
are never disappointed on 
quota. 

White is the Club 18. But he has 


joint 


a good foil now in Frankie Hires, in | 


lieu of Pat Harrington’s former aide- 
de-clowning. Both he and the stellar 
m.c.-comedian maintain a fast cross- 
fire via two mikes. The interlude 
talent is likew'se screwball, and any- 
thing can happen. 

No lachrymosity is called for on 
beholf of Lillian Fitzgerald, vet 
vaudeville comedienne. She is do:ng 
a Mile. Fifi, because she’s an exvert 
foil and, what’s more to the point, 
she’s not browsing in her scrapbook. 
She is still very much to the fore, 
if not against any plus or benign 
Keith-Albee background, On _ the 


improvises | 
compositions a la Strauss, Gershwin, 


the laff | 


, floor, crossfiring with White, she’s 
| very effeciive. . e ; 

Ditto Jerry Gruger, a big bluester 
but with lotsa s.a. Miss Kruger can 
wham over a pop (also via mike) 
in the McCoy manner, but nothing 
is serious at Club 18. - 

Jack Roth, a Durante alumnus, is 
at the traps with an equally madcap 
sextet of jamsters whose dansapa- 
tion is plenty good; providing there's 
any room for dancing. 

White’s own specialty, his now 
classic ‘Throwing Stones at the Sun,’ 
is a corking background for his pot- 
pourri of clever nonsense. He ad 
libs into this a cavalcade of much 
that isn’t so screwball, and permits 





| baseball (he’s a nut on the Giant: 
| 


| of course, as is well known), and the | 


like. 
Withal a bright spot. Abel. 


ROYALE FROLICS 


(CHICAGO) 


for any topical reference to football, | nba band, which is the real lure 


LA CONGA, N. Y. 


La Conga is one of those instances 
which inspires other nite club im- 
presarios to try their luck just as the 
‘Grand Hotels,’ ‘Three on a Horses 
and kindred plays are the ‘surprise’ 
hits. which-are-the lure for theatrical 
producers with short bankrolls but 
a chance for big prifits. La Conga 
gumshoed into town a couple of 
menths ago and has become serious 
opposish to the Morocco, Stork, et al 
as a fashionable windup spot. So 
much so, that from a _ no-couvert, 
no-minhimum, it’s now a $2 minimum, 
and there’s a chasseur upstairs to 
keep them from jamming in too 
much. It's literaily turnaway trade 
and in this Wall Street daze that’s 
something, as the nitery biz is in 
direct ratio to the market barometer. 

Pancho is now the name maestro, 
alternating with Pachito’s crack 





for the conga dancers. ‘ihe conga is 
an advanced rhumba—the new thing 
in Cuban music importations. It is 
less melodious than rhumbas, or son- 
foxtrots, but more rhythmic and 
barbaric, using bongos, the conga 
(jawbone of an ass) and kindred in- 
strumentation for that voodod 
ryhthm. Miguel Roldan, who used to 





Chicago, Nov. 18. 
This is one of Chicago’s old-line, 
| standby nite spots, having built up 
a long and large following through 
years of operation under the guid- 
ance of Denis Cooney. 


Current show is a fine aggre¢ation 
of entertainment, behind which Coo- | 
ney has a boxoffice winner for Chi- 
cago in the Mark Fisher orchestra. 
Fisher has rep here built up through 
| years in presentation houses as m.c., 
and on the local radio. There is | 
also a secondary band for fill-ins, 


Special floor show favorites are Sid | 
Tomack and the Reis Bros., with To- | 
mack going to the city as m.c. The 
three work well together and come 
through with fine nitery clowning, 
especially with their Clayton, Jack- 
son and Durante routine. 

Show is loaded with dancing. Top- 
ping is the Karre, LeBarron Trio do- 
ing straight adagio work, excellent. 
Make a great appearance and have 
a knack of getting the most sut of 
every flip. Abbott and Marcia do 
various sorts of dancing, from toe 
work all the way to eccentric com- 
edy numbers, and all well. 

Newcomer that looks to go places 
is Rheta Ray, who does a rhumba 
tap for her best number. It’s one 
of those things in which it’s not what 
she does, but the way she does it 
that counts. Jane Sallee comes from 
the chorus line to present a number 
which indicates that she really has 
something. Dressed simply in a long 
gown, she delivers an eye-filling toe 
number. A nifty on the orbs, with 
her really fine toe work she can fit 
in any cafe. 

Jackie Hilliard, with some excel- 
lent vocal calisthenics, and Fisher, 
who steps down from the band stand 
to warble pop tunes, both register. 
Fisher gives his audience a real flash 
| of stagecraft through his orchestral 
| number, ‘Jazz Vs. Swing.’ Hal. 


ROUMANIAN VILLAGE | 


(NEW YORK) 

No nitery probably offers as much 
for so little, and most of it, good, 
than Ludwig Satz’s Roumanian Vil- 
lage in New York’s lower East Side. 
Satz has played around the world. 
He is a foremost player of the Yid- 
dish stage. Being. part owner is 
enough reason for his performing 
here. Although it is suspected that 
if a theatre were available he might 
be doubling, if not limiting iis work 
to the stage. Satz is not the only first 
flight pertormer of the Yiddish stage 
to show in a nite club. Boris Toma- 
| shefsky also has his own East Side 
cafe. 

Satz is of that class of top per- 








| 
| 








limitations. He diffuses his work, 
partly in Yiddish and English. His 
performance is poised. 

In tuxedo before a mike, although 
he does not require the apparatus, 
Satz tops the show, with dramatic 
characterizations and songs, among 
which are ‘The Blind Organ Grinder’ 
and a ‘Galician Wedding Scene.’ 
Another is that of a one-time great 
actor, now reduced to selling news- 
papers. Satz is a natural for the 
nabe being a strongly local fave on 
Second avenue. 

Satz works in a room large enough 
to accommodate several hundred. It’s 
no auditorium, but roomy, with a 
| balcony skirting the top sides, making 
for additional atmosphere. 

The floor show makes up in talent 
|! what it lacks in polish. With a bit 
|}more imaginative production and 
color it could be improved. The eight 
Bothwell Browne Girls are okay but 





| undress, for the most part. 

Henry Berman, singing host and 
m.c., is a ringer for Harry Richman. 
Berman is a standard nitery con- 
ferencier. 

Show includes Leo Fuld, strong 
tenor voice, but he’s a mike hugger, 
| the same failure as when he did a 
chore at the French Casino untown 
a year or so ago. So is Mildred 
Roselle, who otherwise pleases with 
her rhythm singing, although her 
costume is n.s.h. 

Dolores and Rossini do okay ball- 
room dancing; the _half-draned 
| Bonita Germain is a Spanish hip- 
| weaver who offers a fancy wiggle, 
}alone and with the girls. Charles 
Schwartz batons the orchestra. okay 
i for the hoof, Shan. 


formers whose work has no lingo | 


m.c. the shows at the Yumuri, is now 
a one-fourth partner with Bobby 
Martyn, Wall streeter, et al. Pancho 
has been trying to buy in, and may. 
When he goes out on tour soon, 
Enric Madriguera and Dick Gas- 
parre’s bands are slated to follow in. 

Because of the ‘ate sessions, El 
C nev Quartet his been added for 
relief music at dinner. 

That the rhumba rhythm is at its 
crest in the U. S. today is best proved 
by the manner in which the Conga, 
Havana-Madrid, the 
El Chico, Yumuri, et al are doing 
big biz. It’s far eclipsing the idea 
that the Hawaiian motif would again 
sweep America. The hula idea did 
assert itself- but seemingly there’s 
more hoof-appeal in a pair of bonzos 
than an Hawaiian lei and a steel 
guitar. Abel. 


TRIANON ROOM 


(HOTEL AMBASSADOR, N. Y.) 


This Viennesey-looking room has 
long been a problem to the Hotel 
Ambassador on Park ave. No longer 
content with the old idea of losing 
money on its restaurants, just so 
they’re a convenience to its guests, 
the Amb has been trying name 
bands, floor shows, and lots of other 
things. But in the main it’s still a 
tossup between a quick dinner to 
resident guests. prior to their dash- 
ing off to the theatre, as against the 
idea of luring transients into the Tri- 
anon room to make an evening of it. 


Current setup has much in its fa- 
vor. Bill Scotti, who’s been around 
in the better hotels dispenses delect- 
able dansapation. James and Eve- 
lyne Vernon give out standard ball- 
roomology. Jack. Kerr (ex-Goff and 
Kerr) is a white-tied pianologist with 
a nice vocal style, chiefly ballads 
and patterned along the fashioned 
West End (London) type of chan- 
teurs. Lean on hirsute adornment, 
he might find a Westmore or a Fac- 
tor would assist the showmanship. 
(Surprising how many of the cur- 
rent ballroomologists, particularly, 
go in for the pron thatch-pieces, as- 
sisting their youthfulness and per- 
sonality.) 


Rajah Raboid with his magic, just 
closed at Le Mirage, has also shifted 
over here with his amazing leger- 
demain. Then, too, Fred Niblo, pi- 
loting a junior corps of NBCites, 
‘saluted’ Scotti at the preem by 
bringing over the talent for some 
extra licks. Linda Lee, formerly 
with Russ Morgan at the Biltmore, 
is vocal soloist with Srotti’s band 
and equally effective. Polomo and 
his Guitar, personality balladeer, is 
another pleasing interlude. Abel. 





HARLEM CASINO 


(PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsbutgh, Nov. 22. 

Lew Mercur has finally hit the 
right entertainment formula for his 
Hill district hot Spot. Place is at 
last shaping up as a sturdy minor 
league edition of Manhattan’s thriv- 
ing Cotton Club and getting the big- 
gest play in town from the late 
crowds. 

That’s due to several things. Since 
he took over the Casino more than 
a year ago, Mercur has been doing 
plenty of experimenting, and the 
place is just now beginning to shape 
|up and pay dividends. In the first 
place, he’s worked a miracle jn his 
kitchen. 
| thing everybody avoided, but now 
it’s first-class, and the spot’s getting 
|more of a play in the kitchen in a 
;night than it did previously in a 
| week. Then, too, Mercur isn’t keep- 
ing the same show ad infinitum, as 
| in the past, but rotating the acts and 
| production numbers in quick succes- 
sion and giving the customers 
something different at each of his 
| three snlashes, 10 p. m., 
jand 2:30 a. m. 

Current layout is fast, flashy and 
varied, about the best collection of 
sepia turns that’s ever been gath- 
|}ered under one night club roof in 
| these parts. Larry Steele, the pro- 
jducer, is also the m.c., and he’s set 
a pace that’s come to be expected 
| of brownskin entertainment. Noth- 
ing pretentious about the ensembles. 
| but they're smartly costumed, and 








old-established | 


Food here used to be some- | 


midnight | 


eight gals dance as if they really 
meant it. ‘ 

Among the featured acts, tops is 
team of Ali Abdeen and Ravida. 
Couple. do what they call a ‘Beach- 
comber’ affair, depicting actions of 
a half-crdzed bird ‘who finally sees 
a dame-after a dozen years, It’s*hot 
and sexy and they don’t spare the 
horses, Result is a sock interlude 
that has the ringsiders begging for 
more. Another fav here is George 
Gould, commanding baritone of the 
Jules Bledsoe-George Dewey Wash- 
ington school, who has a swell set of 
pipes and a lot of meaty showman- 
ship to go along with it. 

Buddy Doyle lends a touch of nov- 
elty with his trick cigar doinzs and 
balancing while Rhythm Pals, two 
boys, are a couple of expert tappers 
who contribute not only their own 
slick specialty, but participate in a 
couple of production flashes with the 
line. Helen Wiles is a moderately 
good soprano who makes a striking 
appearance and there are a couple 
of unbilled femmes who do some 
nifty strutting between numbers. 
Finale of the show 
low-down version of ‘Big Apple,’ 
with the entire company going to 
town and turning out a session of 
fast and frenzied shagging. 

Music is by Jimmy Wadkins’ swing 
orch, an outfit that sounds as if it’s 
going places. Paced by Wadkins’ hot 
trumpet, which was good enough to 
| bring Carlos Chavez, guest conduc- 
| tor of Pittsburgh Symphony Orches- 
| tra last week, into the Harlem Ca- 
sino to get some pointers for his jazz 
suites, Cohen, 


VERSAILLES, N. Y. 








50th street class spot is continuing 
to hold up quite well despite a frank 
budget conservation. The Versailles 
is cashing in now on momentum set 
last season and year before with 
name acts. Now it’s relying on basic 
hosting an@ to please, ‘plus 
two dance bands, and an act or two. 
Best that could be said for most 
costly turn is that it’s a ‘small name.’ 
That is if Terry Lawlor (New Acts) 
can be deemed anything of a name. 
Yet, she’s a very pleasing floor-show 
interlude, just as Mark Plant before 
her, etc. ‘ 
With Nick Prounis and Arnold 
Rossfield, vet bonifaces at the door, 
Versailles has expert fronting. Maxi- 
milian Bergere’s orchestra dispenses 
okay hoof-music; there’s a_ relief 
tango rhumba; and Gali-Galji with 
his ingratiating magic holds over, 
and worthily so. The Egyptian pres- 
tidigitateur knows his stuff, does it 
with eclat, doesn’t offend and yet 
manages considerable audience in- 
terest via his customer-stooges. 
Versailles is falling in with new 
general vogue to bolster Sunday 
night supper biz, always a headache. 
Sundays are all right dinner sessions, 
but with the week’s work to start on 
the morrow something must be done 
to hypo the late sessions. The Mo- 
rocco broke down on its stiffness via 
‘theatrical celebrity’ nights. The 
Stork has a film-talent quest tied up 
with 20th-Fox. Versailles has a 
rhumba contest gag with perfume 
and champagne to the winners. 
Abel. 


TiC TOC CLUB 


(MONTREAL) 
Montreal, Nov. 19. 

A new cabarei-restaurant that 
rates in the upper brackets both for 
floor show and de luxe _ interior, 
while—unusual in this town—cuisine, 
handled by Chef Narciso Morara, is 
as advertised. 

Four acts, including m.c., and an 
8-girl line, are above average for 
this city. Pony line opens in page 
boy costumes, carrying suitcases let- 
tered for name of club and bringing 
on Ted Mieza, m.c., who puts over 
freak tap that is forerunner of some 
very clever stepology. Estelle Young 
and Jack Young, tap team, are fast 
but not stand-out until second show- 
ing when they enter solo and gal 
steps to prestissimo passage from 
‘Poet and Peasant’ to socko finish 
that gives her one of the big hands 
of the night. 

_Kay Tolan. platinum blonde who 
sizes up a light soprano, surprises 
with deep contralto and gets good 
audience reception for a couple of 
songs. Line back in long. black 
sheaths with silver shields to intro 
‘Dance of Death,’ Lon Chaney 
grotesque by Arturo and Evelyn. 
Gal has; been sitting front at table 


down on her, tearing off gown to a 
shrieking start that thrills house and 





in show. Not new but smoothly 
| developed and smartly paced through- 
| out. Turn earns its billing and gets 
big applause. 

Act that gets best reaction of night 
is drunk dance of m.c. Meza. Called 
| from back of tables by orch leader, 
| he staggers through guests for every 

kind of stumblebum offering in the 
repertory. Almost pulling diners 
onto floor adds to general lunacy 
and has whole heuse shouting and 
squealing. Lad may be lukewarm as 
m.c., but he has plenty as a freak 
dansanationist. 

With dollar dinners. no minimum 
charge, except Saturday’s $1.50, as- 


Jouglet have added an ace cabaret 
4 ~ . : : 
to somewhat meagre list in this 
town. Owner is ‘Puggy’ 


orchestra. Three shows nightly, 
seven days a week. with show 
changes every two weeks. Lane. 


caught was a | 


among guests at team mate swoops | 


nuts over one of the strongest spots | 


sociate managers Sid Tapley and R. |! 


1 Dettner. | 
Producer, George Rand. Len Howard | 
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BENNY THE BUM’S 


lcm 
hiladelphia, Nov. 18. 

Present aggregation at B 
dishes up nifty entertainment. Flock 
of nice, standard acts, plus Strong 
novelties makes for a well-rounded 
hour’s eye and earful at not-too. 
burdensome nut. 


Tees off with brown-skinneg 
DeLoyd McKay thumping ivory, 
Femme, at Benny’s about eight 
months, is sockeroo. Works in show 
provides lull music and also enter: 
tains boys and gals in cocktail bar 
in-between. Exhibs superb techniave 
with ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ and more 
pop stuff. Also a fair singing voice 
| to own accompaniment. 
| Line of eight Harry Carroll gals 
| opens. up show. They’re probably 
weakest spot in works. — Nicely 
gammed, but nothing ultra beyond 
that. Routines are more or 
| ordinary and presented in same 
fashion. Entirely unexcusable js 
| manner in which gals make entrance. 
| During preceding numbers, they 
| straggle out of dressing rooms, onio 
| floor on either side of orchestra. 
There they stand around in costume 
or loll at rear tables. It’s terrifically 
| punkaroo showmanship, taking ail 
| snap and surprise out of portion of 
the bill. 

Patsy Ogden, oke-looking femme 
| tapper, follows. Opens with bit of 
| inconsequential chirping, then goes 
| into snappy routine in scanty cos- 
|tume. Lee Bartel, flame-tressed 
| chirper, next, has neat voice in lower 


enny’s 





less 


| register, but n.s.g. in high Cs. Would 
|do better to keeep it toned down. 
| Also to try more pop numbers. 


| Wears clothes that show her off and 


Amidst the nitery lull, ‘this Eastjouts action in her warbling. 


Top-bracket ballroom work is pro- 
| vided by Enters and Borgia. Femme’s 
|a smooth blonde and male half up- 
| holds his end actively without look- 
ing like Lord Fauntleroy, the way 
too many other ballroom males do. 
| They ‘seem to be enjoying their 
work, which goes a long way to 
| making aud feel same. Finale, tribal 
| dance that’s different, is piparoo. 
Red-headed Betty Benson does 
| bump and grind session that’s up to 
| Cotton Club’s best. 

‘Radio Aces,’ formerly with Ted 
Lewis, are in final spot—and de- 
servingly. Three lads do some nifty 
arrangement singing. With nice 
voices and plenty of stuff behind 
'them they leave nothing to be 
desired. 

Ross Irwin emcees. Brings on acts 
i satisfactory fashion. His forte is 
| swell set of baritone pipes and 
| ability to put numbers across. 

Show finales with reprise in which 
|eacth act comes forth for momentary 
turn. Very effective. 

Interim tunes, in addition to Mc- 
| Kay’s, provide” by a pip of a combo, 
| violin and guitar, manned by Ivan 
Tashman ‘and Dick Stewart. Other 
entertainment is ladled out in lull 
periods by Two Mystics. Pair do 
mind-reading session that’s uncanny. 
They’re also appearing in Shubert 
Theatre lounge and being gossiped 
| about plenty. 

Trip to Bum’s would hardly be 
complete without seeing new murals 
in cocktail bar which depict Benny’s 
rise. Starting with pic of Benny 
selling newspaners under Delaware 
River bridge, they trace his career 
through turn at selling roses_ in 
Chinatown, selling pints in office 
buildings during prohibition. and 
finally Benny in starched shirt as 
restaurateur. Herb. 


MAYFAIR CASINO 


(CLEVELAND) 

Cleveland, Nov. 20. 
Hit by opening of Statler Hotel's 
Terrace Room getting most of play 
and by busine’s slump, the Mayfair 
has obviously gone into an economy 
policy that’s not the right answer. 
George Pomerantz’s new edition of 
‘Revels’ would be okay in an ordi- 
nary nitery, but not in such a large- 

scaled theatre-casino. ; 
Only known act is Don Cummings, 
rope dancer from vaude. Curly- 
haired guy goes through some furi- 
ous tapping and jumping through 
lariat loops, but he’s been seen too 
often at next-door Palace theatre. 
Trio of Adaire and Richards on for 
two numbers, both good acrobats In 
tail-coats. Then two lads whip 4 
dainty brunet through the air like 
human pinwheel. She's the classiest 
article in entire circus. What counts 
against them is Mayfair's habit of 
bringing in similar adagio acts every 

| fortnight. , 
George Downey tries hard to wring 
laughs out of his slapstick bicycle 
; act, but he doesn’t just fit here. Esly 
Raymone, local femme known here 
|as Estelle Schmertz, taps twice to 
;|make her profess‘onal bow. Ner- 
|/ vous. but a promising strutter. Shes 
| daughter of Isidore Schmertz, branch 
| manager for 20th-Fox exchange. P 
| Gae Foster’s line held over, vr. 
|some customers are getting tired 0 
‘seeing the same bunch. Opening 
/number in black-mesh scanties has 
‘vlenty of color. Bob Grayson, Cleve 
|lander. staving over with orchestra, 











_recently returned from western tour. | 


| Janet Ayres’ contralto is good. 
| Pullen. 





Jimmy McHugh and Harold 
| Adamson completed four tunes for 
|‘Mad About Music,’ Deanna Durbin 
starrer at U. Numbers are ‘Sere- 
nade to the Stars.” ‘I Love 1 
Whistle,’ ‘Chanel Bells’ and “T'*'e 
| Isn’t a Day Goes By.’ 
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Princeton Will Never 
Forget Elsa Maxwell’s 
Ice-Cream Cone Prom 


Princeton, N. J., Nov. 23. 
Elsa Maxwell promised Princeton 
she’d put on a party they wouldn’t 
forget in 10 years. And it isn’t like- 
ly that they will forget about it. For 





staid; swanky Princeton never saw | 


anything like it before and the 
chances are no other university or 
college town in the nation had. ever 
been treated to the kind of party 
that the celebrated party-thrower 
threw when she came here Friday 


night to put on the Tigers’ annual | ‘ 


college prom. 


Try. to picture a college prom, es- | 


ecially one at Princeton, where 
there wasn’t so much as a drop of | 
had suddenly vanished into thin air, 
and try again to picture. President 
Harold Willis Dodds and some 1,090 
college boys and their very best girls 
eating. ice cream cones and coming 
back for. more—then you got a 
pretty good idea of what Elsa did at 
Old Nassau. It was not only the 


‘soberest’ prom in college memory 
but the most frolicsome and star- 
studded spectacle as well. And if 


that isn’t showmanship then Elsa’s 
willing to step down and try her 
hand at housecleaning or selling | 
dresses. ; 5 ate 

It’s all very true that Princeton 
routed Navy Saturday afternoon for | 
one of the major football upsets of | 
the day, but Saturday night the chief 
topic, of discussion here stil]. con-J 
cerned the ‘wholesome’ aspects of | 
the prom’ arid the infectious Maxwell 4 
spirit which dominated the affair. | 
From the moment Elsa arrived at 
Princeton with her party early Fri- 
day night until she officially de-: 
clared ‘the festivities at an end; 
Saturday morning, as the initial van- 
guard of football fans was already 
arriving, Miss Maxwell took over 
Princeton. And she took it over 
with the same self-confidence with 
which she manages the social 
gatherings of bored society in New 
York and abroad. 

Miss Maxwell began the party 
with a dinner in the beautifully-ap- 
pointed Nassau Tavern, traditional 
Princeton: eating place. Trouping | 
over With her from Park Ave were | 
a choice array of friends and guests, 
including Duke de Verdura, the 
Vicomte de la Rouchefoucauld, the 
Marquis and Marquise de Polignac, 


Mrs. William Randolph Hearst, | 
Sheila Barrett, Clifton Webb and | 
others. 


About 11 p. m. everybody assem- 
bled in the College gymnasium where, 
in a festive setting of orange and 
black colored balloons and confetti, 
the night was dedicated to the ‘Big 
Apple.’ Count Basie and his colored 
orchestra and the Princeton Tiger 
undergraduate band alternately pro- 
vided music. Then, at4 a. m., Richard 
Himber took over the music assign- 
ment. Fifteen Big Applers, led by 
Arthur Murray in person, gave an 
exhibition of modern dancing in 
cowboy attire. Sheila Barrett mim- 
icked a lot of famous people and 
Clifton Webb did a couple of turns. 
Miss Maxwell ran a competition. for 
couples doing American dances 
which was won by Kar! B. Norton, 
Jr., class of °40, of White Plains, 
N. Y. The competition was judged 
by Clifton Webb and the winners 
were presented with a  five-foot 
trophy. There were other profes- 
sional turns, too, including ballroom 
dancing and a comedy magic skit. 

And through it all everybody kept 
On eating ice cream cones, and lik- 
ing it. 











| called 


|} 0.0’ing Jack 


Moss’ Reappointment 


Nothing definite yet on Paul Moss’ 
reappointment .as. N. Y. License 
| Commissioner. Some commissioners 
will be reappointed but there is no 
word at all as to Moss’ reappoint- 
ment, 

Moss visited two Brooklyn burly 
houses last week, complimenting 
one, the New Casino, on its show, 
and stating te reporters he was de- 
termined to bring back vaude and 
'eliminate burly permanently. Other 
‘house visited: was the Star where 
Roxanne Glickman, former wife of 
Kingfish Levinsky, the boxer, ap- 
peared as a stripper. Hearing on 
the Star’s license will be held to- 
ry (24). 


Saranac Lake 





, By Happy Benwzy 
It’s here at the Tommy Finnan’s, 


seven pounds, called Tommy Fin- 
nan, Jr. 
Snow here, six inches tall, first 


fall of season. 

Tommy (Vicks and 
nere for a look-see check-up... 
iney couldn’t find anything. He’s 
f 1 Boston Potter’s Grill, a 
shuttered night-spot, reopens, 
Ejileen’s 
have a flesh floor show. 

Highland, New Yorking, 
(Broadway Sam) Lef- 


Lawrence) 


Johnny 


fier. 


Harold (WB) Rodner here placing 
his final 0.0. on the new equipment 
at the Wil] ROB Shi 

Hank (MGM) Hearn, an Atlanta, 
Ga.; product, will Will Rogers’ it for 
a while. 

Hazel Smith, ex-vaudevillian, new 
arrival being o.oed for slight set- 
back.- A. P. Benoit, Sr., swapping 
Joe> Millers with Happy Benway, 
father and ‘son, first meeting in 10 
years. 

Pete Charles Syracuse, nite - spot 
owner, here straightening out his 
recently closed place. 


Helen Rabidoux (ex-cashier Pon- 
tiac theatre) now connected with a 
medico’s office. 


State Conservation Dept., work- 
ing at Lake Colby, taming the bigger 
fish so that Ruth Morris can catch. 

Walter Winchell, admitted into 
our Good Samaritan Club, a unison 
vote accorded him, has personally 
been the direct cause for many in 
the Actors’ colony being able to get 
their eyes and teeth treated, this 
derived from donations to the local 
William Morris Fund, plus his direct 
interest in the colony. 


Things that help make this Ac- 
tors’ colony:—The first actor sent up 
here for his health (Charlie Church 
ex-minstrelman of fame) sponsored 
by McIntyre and Heath (1916). 
The N. V..A. sanatorium, now the 
Will Rogers hospital. The Robert 
Louis Stevenson Memorial. The 
William Morris Camp Intermission. 
The Actors’ Fund, the Jewish The- 
atrical Guild, the I.T.S.E. the 
Broadway - Saranac Relief Fund, 
which sponsored health seekers up 
here, the Eddie Cantors, George 
Jessel, Al Jolson, Col. J..C. Flippen, 
Major Bowes, Jaek Dempsey, the 


- © Still Up in the Air 


now | 
Rendezvous...will | 








‘Big Union Songs 








(Continued from page 1) 





‘fun is poked at the labor movement, 
however, so that provides a relief 
from the mere propaganda product. 

Preview of ‘Pins and Needles’ last 


Saturday was attended by labor 
moguls and public officials. It’s all, 


according to David Dubinsky, presi- 
dent of the ILGU. who spoke after 
the show, part of the union’s plan to 
further cultural activities among its 
members. 





| A divided press on the opening 
| may be expected, but there’s sure to | 
be a lot of praise for these lads and 
lassies of the grrment trades. As 
seen at the preview they are qu‘te 
un-Broadwayish in appearance; no 
pretiy boys and probably not a 
| single Hollywocd possibility among | 
| the gals. They look just like what 
| they are—garment workers, who 


|-have spent a full year working to 
| turr out a compeient and vital pro- | 

ductior The year, however, it i 
{pointed out, aciually wes only in 
part time snatches of rehearsal, so 
| that it ‘does not amount to much 
more time than spent on a profes- 
| sional production. 
| Show will run nighily 
opening, seven nights a week. Ad- 
mission will be 55c. to $1.65, and | 
can’t possibly coin money in is| 
| present quarters, even with a cuffo 
cast. The dough’s all going back to 
the culiural till however, after ex- 
| penses are paid. Actors will be| 
| given supper money and union | 
| stagehands, musicians, royalties and 
| so forth will all be paid. Intention | 
| is to sell out in groups a la Theatre| 
Union. 

Staging is by Charles Friedman, 
music and lyrics mostly by Harola 
| J. Rome, sketches by Arthur Arent, 
| Mare Blitzstein, Emmanuel Eisen- 
berg and others. S. Syrjala has de- 
signed the sets, choreography is by 
Benjamin Zemach and the dance 
routines by Gluck Sandor. 

Cast has rehearsed piecemeal for 
the past year and suggestions will 
undoubtedly come from some quar- 
ters after the opening that some of 
the professional unemployed actors 
might do well to get themselves 
jobs in the needle trades and work 
nights for the experience. These 
kids certainly must have gotten a 
lot of it for it’s well ahead of those 
pointless revue productions which 
exploit the fact that it’s all new 
talent in the cast as an excuse for 
other shortcomings. 


after the 





BROUDY STRICKEN 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. 

Dave Broudy,.veteran house or- 
chestra conductor at Stanley, was 
stricken serious'y ill last Thursday 
night (18) just before opening of 
Ted Lewis show and was ordered to 
bed by his physician for indef period. 
Broudy had been ailing for couple o: 
weeks, 

During his absence, Stanley will 
eliminate over.ures, with Charlie 
Riley, Broudy’s a‘de, taking charge 
of p:t crew’s regular chores until his 
return. 





WHAT'S IN A NUMBER? 
E Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 





William Morris Office gang, the 
Major picture circuits, Harold Rod- 
ner et al., who yearly donate their 
services for the annual drive that 
makes this Colony possible. Dr. 
Edgar Mayer, Dr. George Wilson, 
Dr. Karl Fischell, Dr. Wariner 
Woodruff, Dr. Henry Leetch, Dr. 
George Stivers, who sent hundreds 
of showfolk home in good health. 
The visits and the ‘We-Bide’ home 
of Sir Harry Lauder, the yearly do- 
nations from an untiring and ap- 
preciative public, the thousand who 





ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


WEEK NOV. 29TH 


BLUE RIBBON CASINO 
RACINE, WISCONSIN 








CARR BROS. AND BETTY 
Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














Christmas Card Agents 


Large profits earned selling 
new 21 Folder Assortment. Sells on 
sight for $1.00. Other -Holiday as- 
sortments. Write for particulars, 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West i2m@ &t., New York, N. ¥. 


easily 











have been cared for by the theatre 
and sent back to their loved ones 
|in good health, Rev. Father Edward 
|F. Leonard, Actors’ Chapel chaplain 
| (N. Y.). 


Saranac and elsewhere. 


Art MacFarland Ill 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 
One of Fred Waring’s 
'formers, Art  MacFariand, who 
heckles the maestro all through his 
show in Phil Baker-Beetle manner 
fell seriously ill here last week while 
Pennsylvanians were playing at 
Stanley. He only appeared here in a 
couple of performances and then was 
rushed to New York for observation. 
MacFarland has been ailing for 
several weeks but condition grew 
| serious opening day here at Stanley. 
Waring in Washington this week 
without any heckling and doub‘ful if 
MacFarland will be back with the 
| act for some time. 





Write to those that are sick in | 


star per- | 


Nitery acts here are taking the rib | 
| on their shuffles among numbered 
‘clubs. Boys claim Kippi Velez, in 
| moving from 41 Club to 15 Club, lest 
26 points, while Dotty Dean went 
up six by shifting from 15 to 21 
Club. 

Tops, by this system, is obviously 
1,523, highest in town. 





Lynch vs. Domestic Petish 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

Jack Lynch, op of Cafe Marguery 
in the Hotel Adelphia, summoned 
into domestic relations court last 
Thursday to answer a petition filed 
| by his estranged wife, Mrs. Regina 
Lynch, asking that she be granted 
| support of $25 a week for herself 
and son, 

Lynch told the judge he had no 
| objections to the order, but obtained 
|a two-week delay to consult his at- 
| torney. 








| experimentally, 


|eafes to 


jas standard 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 





| work in a large midwest territory. 
| Against this is the solid season of 
| bookings almost guaranteed any-act 
by many more niteries. These, added 
|} to a shortage of acts in the business 
has. bookers throwing up their hand 
to everything except how to get 
enough acts to make up the few bills 
they have left. 

Not only has cafe business taken 
singing, dancing and novelty turns, 
but this season it has used, at least 
every type act in 
vaudeville. Click of a few magicians 
throughout the country during past 
couple of seasons, Edgar Bergen: gal- 


| loping to success after a cafe booking 


at Chez Paree here last December, 
and actual need for acts has forced 
take acts this season that 
they would have turned down a year 
ago. 
Names Demanded 

This is true both of names as well 
turns. Cafe operator: 
find that the only thing which will 
save their business is a name. With 
names at a premium, several top| 
class players, who have spent all | 
their lives in musicals or vaudeville, 
have tried working on a floor. Most |! 
notable of these here are Willie and 
Eugene Howard in the current Hi-j} 
Hat show. 


For every name act that’s used 
there are a dozen standard turns | 
bocked,: most. of them from vaude- 
ville. The drain has left that branch 
of business in such straits that no 
booker hopes to get any semblance 
of balance to his layouts. Even cus- 
tomers are getting used to seeing 
three dancing turns in a row, two 
saxophone solos or four comedians. 


A few seasons ago many of the 
now successful nitery turns wouldn’t 
take a cafe engagement. Cafes were | 
then, in their opinion, illegitimate | 
and a not entirely respectable part | 
of show business. Continued raising | 
of standards by operators leaves no 
such question today. 

Gradual slimming of vaudeville 
time has done its part, too. For ex- 
ample, turns jumping into the mid- 
west for work find that there are 21 
days of weekend or one-day stands 
scattered throughout the midwest. 
These, with full weeks in Milwaukee, 
Detroit, Kansas City, indianapolis. 
Minneapolis, Denver, Memphis and 
Chicago. Even these dates are not 
constant, theatres switching policy 
from time to time. Some of the 
weekend and one-day stands use 
flesh only intermittently. 


Shortage of Acts 


Some of these towns (Chicago, 
Milwaukee, Indianapolis and Minne- 
apolis) do, of course, have more than 
one house using vaudeville, but no act 
expects to play more than one house 
in a town. However, that is not al- 
ways true. More than once—Chica- 





ville finds itself with seven weeks’ | 


_ Niteries Call Vaude Names 


Decline of Bookings Finds Acts Turning to Cafes 
in Drive for Recovery 


, 0, for example—the shortage of acts 
Well into the new season, vaude- | 


has forced bookers to use a turn 
which played an opposition house 
; only six or eight weeks before. This, 


even though all four Chi flesh houses ° 


have loop locations only two or three 
blocks apart. 
In the case of niteries, the situa- 


tion is entirely different They re 
more numerous, there aren't any 
units to lay off when a single act 
could work Engagements run from 
four to 39 weeks at a spot 

As with vaudeville vears ago, there 
are enough spots so that any act, nc 
matter how small or bad, can find 
work. If not at the Chez in Chicago, 


then at Buck’s Teeth, three miles out 
of Podunk. 

Vaudeville plays one-day stands 
and weekends intermittenly in Rock- 
ford, Peoria, St. Charles, Vincennes, 
Lafayette. Muncie, Terre Haute, 
Madison and Sioux City. No town, 


nor any country road, no matter how 
mall or lonely, fails to have at least 
= teaweparn ennerting s . eh nu, 
a vavern epyve till, a suv Pil We 


Pittsburgh Agent Held 
On Morality Charges 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 
Robert Burns, Pittsburgh booking 


' agent, was held for further investi- 


gation last week on morality charges, 
by Magistrate A. D. Brandon, follow- 
ing his arrest upon the complaint of 
Diana Raymond, dancer. She testi- 
fied that under the pretense of a 
‘j6b,’ Burns introduced her and her 
sister, Margaret, also a dancer, to 
three men, who said they were go- 
ing on a ‘party’ and that the girls 
would be paid. 

The dancer, who claims Dallas as 
her home, told officers that Burns 
had obtained several cafe dates for 
her, but that she severed connections 
with him last week when a nudie 
was demanded of her at an Indiana, 
Pa., job, which he booked. 


Sherek Due in N. Y. 


London, Nov. 23. 
Henry Sherek and Sir Louis Greig, 
latter director of Dorchester House, 
sail from here for N. Y. today (23), 
Pair will talent hunt for new show 
in the cabaret portion of the 
hostelry. 


N.T.G.’s Record 5G 


N.T.G. booked for three out of 
town RKO dates at a net salary of 
$5,000 per week. Figure is $500 over 
his previous and is an all time high 
for uniteer. 

Opens at the RKO-Keith, Boston, 
Dec, 2 and follows at the RKO the- 
atre, Cleveland, Dec. 10. N.T.G. is 
currently at Loew's State, N. Y. 
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| Bill Robinson, Cotton Club, N. Y. 
' Howard Montgomery, 
Francis, James Penman, 
Grove, Hotel Park Central]. N. Y. 
- Helen Shaw, Dagmar, Club Cava- 
lier, N. Y. 
| Sunny and Shirley Dall, 
i Club. N. Y. 
| Charles and Catherine Jay, Leon 
| & Eddies, N. Y. 

.% Tatum, Harlem Uproar House, 


| Jim Karney, Mario’s Mirador. 
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’ ‘ 2 owmanship and r is rousin Ey oe . 
The stage splash this week is reception. There's usual juggling, (NEW) plenty meaty for Harlemites but (BERLIN) 


labeled ‘Tally-Ho,’ and, in the main, 
is rather under average for the Big 
Barn. The fox-hunting motif is used 
throughout. 

Wiat real wallop show has comes 
during concluding moments when 





sparkling snappy drill by Rockettes 


follows strong novelty acrobatic act | Conners, pit tenor, wargling ‘Laddie,’ 
| his 
Sylvester's hand-to-hand and head- | 


of Fred Sylvester and his Nephews. 


to-head balancing with two midgets | 
is an act that has varied only slightly | 
in last 12 years and knows no need | 
to. Man swings two midgets around | 
on his legs for fine comedy bits. | 
Straight stunting jis excellent. 

Up ahead, Florence Rogge ballet 
does inevitable ‘Hunt’ toe. Gals d s- 
play more sur les pointes than usual. 
Outline of routine, however, is as| 
finely drawn and imaginative as cus- 
tomary, 

Male glee club gets bigger work- 
out this stanza than ordinarily, open- 
ing in long file spun across from 
wing to wing, singing ‘At the Sound | 
of the Horn.’ Number isn’t much | 
and chaps don’t leok too smart or | 
natural i» colorful red coats and | 


| will take over Turkey week. 


balancing, tumbling, ete. 

Galierini turns in nice job on ac- 
cordion, tunes ranging from classical 
to swing stuff. Short time allotted 
but he takes advantage of every min- 
ute. 

Sam Jack Kaufman’s 
tagged ‘Il Guarany,’ has 


overture, 
Frankie 


tune on 
Pete. 


most-requested Irish 
local radio program. 


FOX, K. C. 


Kansas City, Nov. 20. 

Just another week. Mildly divert- 
ing stage bill is headed by Low, Hite 
and Stanley with ‘Danger, Love at 
Work’ (20th) on screen. Biz sound- 
ing an off-key opening night. Bill 
will be jerked day early to make 
way for Will Osborne’s band, which 


Noticeable thing past few weeks is 
house 
which has been running far ahead 
of acts’ quality. Particularly agile 
and effective have been the ponies. 
Gals have really been coming along 


emoanthnece 
inelss 


ere of 


All but the four walls were redone 
to house Harry Brock’s West Har- 
lem flesh shows. Apparently the purse 
was not spared in the effort to estab- 
lish a lasting site. Everything is 
new, from the flooring to painting, 
and includes seats, lights, stage, wir- 
ing, etc., reputedly costing $150,000. 
House Was en pretty much of a 
jinx as an umpteenth run filmer, but 
stands a chance of chasing the bogey 
with the colored vaudfilm. Direct 
booking show produced by Leonard 
Reed and Eddie Lynch. 





'fers a. comparison 


Any newcomer 


with the older 


| Apollo, where colored presentation 
shows, with a sprinkling of color 
| mixing, have held forth for several 
|years. However, this new spot 
|stands up well on the whole and 
}might even surpass in some divi- 
lsions. Will have a tougher time on 
'film end, having to buck the local 
|Loew and RKO houses for second 


production | and third runs together with the hold 


the Avollo enjoys. Some premise of 
indie first and second runs and bet- 
ter oldies are looked for, to help. 


Incumbent show is said to have 


immediately suf- | 





only appreciated by others in part. 
Good sendoff and totally g re- 
sult, but. for. a few flaws that can 
and should be worked out. Hurl. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Nov. 22. 

Strong line up of standard acts is 
giving Hipp a well rouxded show to 
bolster ‘Victoria’ 
Staged in presentation form with 
California Collegians working full 


siage for entire doings, layout in-| tonime twists her frame, and then 


| goes in for rapid-fire rotation, while 


cludes Allen and Kent, Jackie Heller, 

and Block and Sully. Runs a pleas- 

ing 44 minutes. 
Collegians open with ‘Working My 


Way Through College’ witn various | 


members of band taking vocal 
choruses for laughs and combining to 
bang out a good jinsirumental finisa. 
Leader intros Allen and Kent, nice 


appearing boy and girl in okay tango 


tap and fast. hoofery. Boy then 


brings on matronly woman wno goes | 


inte yery punchy old-time buck. It 


is good for sock. Elderly gent then | 
buck. and™ wing, | corldn’t. 


brought on for 


(RKG) on screen. | 


Bertin, Nov. 8. 

If such a bad bill has ever trod 
the boards of this house, it’s hard to 
remember. Perhaps, with the Scala 
going h.o., Wintergarten figures it 
can get by with a lightweight pay- 
roll. But it’s sure hard lines on the 
guests, even if non-paying, to have 


| to sit through the offering. 


The Marbes, in the opener, have 
one good stunt. Two of the troupe, 
in horizontal poses on poles, hold 





two ropes; around the tight one a 


a guy under-her on a loose rope does 
some lightning-like swinging. 

Lilian Ariston Co., in the deuce, 
specializes in balancing on pyramided 
chairs perched on a floor lamp. They 
have nothing new to offer and their 
total lack of showmanship is opdvi- 
ous. Senta and Hans Dabelste.n, 
billed as artistic dancers, with leaps, 
banners and plumes, seemingly try 
to convey something about heroism. 
The writer tried to figure it, but 
When vaude in a metropo- 


doubling with matron femme and | lis sinks this far, it’s plenty sad. 





white breeches socialite fox-hun_ers | 
wear. Ten dogs on leashes attract | 
attention, however. They are not all | 
real hound dogs and looked a rather 


finale joining the youngsters for a) 
very strong finishing foursome. No| 
mention of relationship, but act has | 
a great deal of appeal and entertain- | 


Gordon and Léster, with their neat, 
easy-going trampoline fare, didn’t 
take long to eatch on. One, in tramp 
attire, working with hands in pocket -, 


and should be allowed privilege of 
more dancing and less arm posing, 
| which sometimes make them loo 
| baton this week. 


cost $3,500, but thai is doubted, de- 
spite the number of people. Nut 
must be pretty heft though, in view 





bored lot. Hudson Carmody did some | 
solo singing in this scene. 
In another setting, a forest where 
a foxhunt was supposed to be held, 
Helen Arnold and Robert Topping 
dueted ‘Love Is Everything.’ Miss | 
Arnold seemed somewhat uncomfort- | 
able in side-saddle riding -getup. 
Erno Rapee’s orchestra got in a| 
good 10-minute workout with over- 
ture to Wagner’s “‘Tannhauser.’ On 
screen, ‘Stand-In’ (UA), which was 
reviewed in Variety, Oct. 6. At sup- 
per show Saturday, biz was off. 
Bert. 


PARAMOUNT, N. H. 


New Haven, Nov. 20. | 


Paramount has brought in its sec- 
ond unit on the one-a-month stage 
show policy recently adopted when 
Sunday shows were legalized here. 
Town has been slow to grab at the 
type of entertainment that used’ to 
pack 'em at this house in the old 
days and a weekly policy would 
probably be suicide at this time. 
There aren’t enough outstanding 
units to fill-such a schedule. 

A two-weeks advance campaign, 
pilus a sidewalk premiere on open- 
ing night, got the show off to a good 
start. It held up over the weekend. 
Unit is second edition of ‘Holly- 
wood Hotel Revue’ which has under- 
gone revamping since its break-in. 
Addition of extra acts and replace- 
ments during key city runs was said 
to have gummed up the original lay- 
out of the show. Unit is now set and 
travels as is, with Marty May and 
Helen Honan sharing top billing. 
New cosiumes were added this week 
and a dog act and acro team, tem- 

orarily used, have been dropped. 

n place of the muscle-grinders, May 
now works with two stcoges planted 
in audience. 





Unit shapes up as 70 minutes of 
flash, leaning well on the nudie side. 
It is topped off with entries from the 
vaude, radio and musical comedy 
fields. Production numbers include 
a couple of costume displays, a ‘Liv- 
ing Curtain’ and a teiephone switch- 
board opening routine. Finale is 
handled on a cafe setting, with a 
downstage mike for specialties, 

Talent includes Marty May, m.c. 
and chatterer; Helen Honan, imper- 
sonations; Mariora, femme 
first American tour; May 
Boy Friends, swing harmony; Rob- 
ert Barre, baritone; Del Carmen. 
Snanish dancer; Clark and Eaton, 
boy and girl dancers; Herbert Ertle, 
sin“er. 

Show went over well with packed 
louse last show Saturday. ‘Westland 
Case’ (U) on screen. Bone. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Nov. 21. 


Last stanza overstocked with good 
acis; this week's lineup pretty slim, 
which, for most part, probably ac- 
counts for half-filled house at late 
show Friday evening (19). Pic is 
‘Secand Honeymoon’ (20th). 

Current lineup, including one 
holdover, is topped by Wal.er C. 
Keliy, who’s returning to boards 
after interlude in pix. Others 
are Milton Douglas, baritone; Wen 
Haj troupe, Oriental jugglers; Gal- 
lerini, accordionist; Two Eileens, 
who repeat last week’s hoofing in 
two Gae Foster numbers. 

Fortyfive minuie show is opened 
and closed by line routines, first, a 
snappy pcas-nt number; closer, a 
spiity tap turn. Two Eileens, blond 
hoofers with plenty of zest, figure in 
both. 

Kelly’s next-to-closing ‘Virginia 
Judge’ is a bit too long, although his 
mondlog, while ‘hearing’ a round olf 
typical Southern cases, is plenty 
meritorious, Stuff is differently 
amusing but some of it’s lost by lack 
of volume. 

Smovia baritone pipes and spiffy 
app2arance are Douglas’ forte. Par- 
ticularly good are his renditions of 
‘Once in a While’ and ‘Ol’ Man 
River,” in wich warbler’s quality 
to-cs show best. 

Usutlty, Or_ental juggling acts are 


ees 


: team 


Line is seen in three routines. 





Open, close’ and midway doll up 


|boards for control work of Dorothy | 


Crooker. Dancer is on one hoof 
from time she first appears. 


of Prince and 
twho admit ‘to 


Ballroom «team 
Princess Selandia 
royal rank) is so-so. 


Jimmy Read has a musical novelty. 
Guitars and clarinets. Tweeks three 
of latter at one time. 


Lowe, Hite and Stanley are okay 
up to point where you're saturated 
with fact that one is three feet tall, 
others five feet five inches and seven 
feet nine. They point at nothing 
but their difference in stature, which 
gets tiresome. 


Don Tiff takes over Judy Conrad’s 
baton this week. Hoyt. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Nov. 21. 

This would seem to be Old Home 
week at State-Lake, with every turn, 
except one, a regular on house’s pay- 
roll. Most of them are taking no 
chance, for having pleased once, 
they’ve brought same material again. 
Along with several other things 
peculiar to house, audience greets 
old gag lustily. 

Just why it should be, is one of 
house’s mysteries, but they do, even 
in case of Lew Parker, whose gags 
seem to be used by other performers 
from this, stage every week, unfail- 
ingly. The routine done by his wo- 
man stooge seems to be exactly that 
done by another, yet the turn clicks, 


Gus Van is one of the reasons why 
even this much of vaudeville has 
been kept alive. All these years 
would have taken the edge off both 
the spirit and effect of the ordinary 
performer. But Van is not an or- 
dinary performer. His work shows 
the enthusiasm and sparkle of a 
headliner, and also the mastery 
which comes from experience. After 
his recital of a popular number, and 
three dialect songs, the tribute to his 
late partner is a combination of sen- 
timent for the old timers and good 
entertainment for those who don’t 


remember, 
Hap Hazard is another’ smart 
showman. Typically routined for 


house catering to this type audience, 
his simp characters are whams, not 
alone because of juggling and good 
tight-wire work, but also because 
chatter is fresh and changed to meet 
present situations. He misses only 
in the few seconds cross-fire between 
him and woman partner. She’s not 
so good on the talk, and made things 
seem a little bare. 

Wilkey and Raye, a young male 
of knockabouts, look like 
comers. They tap a little and gag 


up some hoke acrobatics that are 
passable, 


peak finish. 
Spotted as closing turn, Lew 
Parker gives flimsy performance 


(although liked here), because of his 
old gags. Uses short, bald, man 
stooge who is very funny; woman 
and two hecklers in opposing boxes. 
Parker opens turn with toastmaster 
style series of gags, is interrupted 


| throughout turn by stooges, and does 


a couple of black-outs. 
At other end of bill are LaMarr 








go-d but ieck showmanship. The 
Wen Hai troupe, two gals and six 


Trio, two men and a girl. They-are 
not regulars on house list. Bence 
stuff, tap to open and finish, and an 


| eccentric routine in middle, isn’t bad. 


Banjo playing and impersonation of 
Eddie Cantor reach new lows in re- 
spective fields. 

House line adds two numbers to 
bill. Finale, an acrobatic routine 
which drew applause even after cur- 
tain went down, makes one wonder 
how really valuable these girls could 
be, if the house used a little produc- 
tion to their numbers. At least, 
enough to be in keeping with their 
fine appearance, costuming, and 
routine, 

Picture for the week is ‘Annapolis 
Salute’ (Par.). Business on dinner 
show, opening day, was off consider- 
ably from average. Loop. 





then come through with! 


of 14-piece band, 16 chorus girls, 10 
showgirls and galaxy of acts. 

Locale, bordering between white 
nd black districts, necessitates mix- 


While | ing, but the darker shade predomi- 


she is okay, lack of action makes the | 
| turn fall short. 


nates. Arrangement of opener 
begged for improvement which has 
also since been made. Colored acts 
set too fast a pace for whites to fel- 
low near the end. Band also is not 
quite up to namers who hit Apollo 
weekly. House will eventually 
evolve a policy on music. Right now 
it’s feeling its way on building good 
semi-knowns or adopting the Apollo 
name policy. Will-hold same longer 
than one week at any rate, length of 
stay depending on click. 


Emmett Matthews and Charley 
Turner's cats dig plenty on their 
swing overture, peppered with a lit- 
tle of the Latin maracas influence. 
They never again -attain the heat 
dished in the first session while they 
play for the show. Leader Matthews, 
one of better tenor saxers, gives 
off with plenty of Calloway style. 
Pity is that he doesn’t repeat all 
while the band is in the pit. 
Madeleine Belt, tiny brownskin 
with Betty Boop pipes, yodels with 
the crew as ice breaker and in an- 
other production number. Also dou- 
bles into one of the dance routines 
later, making a mild hit. Light- 
weight dark turn, John and George, 
tap ineffectively. One of twain 
looked to be suffering from stage 
fright. 

Immediately following the (one) 
acts, curtains break for first of 
sketch stuff, which, when freed of 
little whitening, is old love potion 
burley bit that runs too deep into 
the blue. Same trend is followed by 
Honey Boy Thompson, dealer in 
windy, dirty stories. He’s too smutty 
im song and story. 

Crackers Hackley, tramp comic in 
blue ‘poppy’ bit, aided by Susaye 
Brown and Babe Wallace, juve, who 
later appears in mock wedding cere- 
mony production turn, partnered 
with luscious Ruby Hill. Pair sing 
in solo, with chorus and liners back- 
ing. Boy is lost without the mike 
while girl outshines him. 

Show begins to take on weight 
with entrance of Three Giants of 
Rhythm, tappers. Trio is showman- 
ly without killing themselves in rou- 
tines. Pigmeat, local comedy fave, 
takes the role in following sketch 
which is also a burley throwback. 
His comie Negro patter is all that 
saves this portion. Jimmy Baskette 
and Miss Brown assist him. 

Myra Johnson, formerly with Fats 
Waller, stops the show here with a 
red hot medley of “Yours and Mine,’ 
‘So Many Memories’ and ‘I Know 
Now. Gal has plenty of salesman- 
ship and’ voice to put herself over 
with a bang that calls for more and 
gets it. 

Pigmeat, on for a truckin’-‘Susie-Q’ 
session with the chorus and little 
Miss Belt, belts the audience all over 
the place with his Harlem dragging. 
All are attired in large black and 
white checkered outfits with red face 
paint for light effects. Plenty com- 
ical and hot. In fact,-too much for 
Hyde and Seek (Victor Hyde and 
Sis Ausley) to follow. Pair just 
about hold down the spot with blah 
banter. Eccentric terping saves them 
from mediocrity which spotting 
caused. Ben Ali tumblers and acro- 
bats are also left in the rush as 
followups. Good enough, but a 
severe letdown due to same faulty 
arrangement. 

Leonard Reed, producer, is to be 
credited with turning out an enter- 
taining though sometimes puzzling 
aggregation. His dance routines, se- 
lection of girls and costuming is 
nifty, but maybe he had too much 
work to do and consequently went a 
little berserk in reaching for laughs. 
More of the Haunted Cave comedy 
bits, where genuine Negro comedy of 
Pigmeat, Crackers and Baskette hits 
the ceiling, would have been better. 
Girls are best trained group of col- 
ored terpers yet encountered. Num- 
bers do them and producer credit. 

Harlem’s famed Willie Bryant 
stage-bowed for his former act part- 
ner, Reed, and panicked the cog- 
noscenti with his usual suavity. Al- 





ways a smoothie, Bryant hits it off 
best when working for and with his 





ment. Gets matters off here to rous- 
ing start. 

Jackie Helier, follows with a well 
selected repertoire of pops sold 
showman style. Does ‘Feelin’ Like a 
Million,’ ‘Harbor Lights,’ ‘Can’t Siop 
Me From Dreaming,’ ‘Vieni’ and a 
medley of ‘One Rose’ and “That Old 
Feeling’ for'encore. Has gained con- 
siderable stage presence and sales- 
manship since last here. : 

Block and Sully, following with 
some new material and business sock 
out solid spot, justifying audible re- 
ception accorded them. Dialogue 
skillfully timed and ably handled. 
Seng and dance finish is okay. 

Collegians close with routine of 
hoke, including familiar trained seal 
stuff, Gable takeoff and burlesque 
ensemble of celebrities. Burm. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 21. 

House, which made its debut with 
straight vaude back in days when 
tad was presentation, has clung 
to act-by-act style with only occa- 
sional dabbling in unit ideas and hits 
something of a season’s high with six 
acts this week. Spot is small enough 
to capitalize on intimacy. No attempt 
is made at spectacle other than 
dressing each turn with smart light- 
ing and plenty of fresh, rich drops. 
Audrey Sieber, beauteous m.c., now 
in fourth year at spot, does strictly 
straight introductions. 

Overture, very seldom used at spot 
now except when occasion calls for 
production stunt, is out. Little Aud- 
rey steps through curtain right after 
newsreel to announce Four Spurgats, 
glittering in silver and flesh spangles 
that cover y and face. Work on 
full stage with first half of time 
spent in statuesque poses, lights go- 
ing out for changes. Second half 
lights stay up while one girl and two 
men stay on to work out wierd con- 
tortionist handstands and spineless 
poses under vari-colored lighting. 
Novel and adequate opening, but 
loses pace. 

The Merry Macs bounce out next 
to warble ‘Posin’,’ smart hot arrange- 
ment of ‘My Bonnie Lies Over the 
Ocean,’ straight glee club rendering 
of ‘Way You Look Tonight’ and en- 
core of novelty, ‘Mama, I Want To 
Make Rhythm.’ Timing perfect, 
voices adequate and gal puts enough 
humor into it to make it snap stand- 
ard pop turn, 

Next it’s Paul Sydell and his 
hypnotized pups. Act is regular 
here, but they still love it when he 
holds dog aloft in one hand, twirls 
him about, and tosses him from hand 
to hand without the pup moving a 


muscle. Brings on second canine for | 


tricky balancing. 

Harriet Hoctor, who gets top bill- 
ime, does a conventional toe ballet on 
full stage against solid white muslin 
drop back and sides. Customers 
didn’t get very excited. It was in 
second appearance, which followed 
interlude tapping by Jack Dell Trio, 
that gave them something to ap- 
plaud. She explains dance as ‘new 
ballet interpretation of Duke Elling- 
ton’s ‘Mood Indigoe,’ and _ then 


breaks into mixture of strut dnd) 


truck on toes. She is dolled up in 
black and gold velvet gown with hat, 
veil and pocketbook and gets nice 
hand at finish. 


Cookie Bowers, whose stuff is fa- | 
miliar to regular patrons of house, | 


follows. Using man-in-street broad- 


; cast idea as excuse for working in 


everything from Chinese dialect to 
barnyard noises, had 'em sitting up 
for a moment, but when he an- 
nounced ‘way some men look early 
in the morning,’ sigh of amused 
boredom was evident. Even old 
hands couldn't suppress giggles, 
when he got going Newcomers 
rolled in aisles. Lady-in-swimming 
was cut to essentials and rest of time 
given to somewhat newer girl-going- 
to-bed, kicking off girdle getting him 
oft amid howls. 

Four Kraddocks close bill with 
acrobatic siapstick, overdose of 
pansy pantomime, variety of strong 
arm tumbling and three-high truck- 
ing, done with such timing, smooth- 
ness and consistent rhythm that they 
forced top hand. 

Pic, ‘It’s Love I'm After’; biz satis- 








factory. Craig. 


wowed the house with his back 
somersaults from stand into tram- 
polin, and onte shoulders of partne-. 


| It’s one of two acts on the bill wita 


real finish. Comparing Medlock and 
Marlowe with the other acts on bill, 
places it above average; compared 
with other terp teams, it is decidediy 
mediocre. The man, when alone, is 
sans form or showmanship; gets out 
of breath and shows it. Their closing 
number, ‘Alice Blue Gown,’ is a 
hodge-podge of straight and clown- 
ing that is no dice. 

High spot No. 2 is Rebla, the bored 
(or is it displeased?) juggler. He 
never deigns to tackle more than 
three things at a time, and even 
these he inevitably slings away ia 
disgust. His wry grimaces at himself 
put him over wi 1 the audience. 
Richard Kistenmacher, single, seems 
te like his own jokes, which are of 
the breed known as ‘homey.’ Jonny 
Lang’s 14-girl band closes. the 
first half. Orchestration is dull, 
songs more so, and comedy attempts 
brodie. 

There’s half an hour of perfectly 
harmless beasts, so obviously con- 
tented with life that they wouldn’t 
dream of a roar if papa Court just 
didn’t keep a cracking a whip right 
in their ears ail the time. Bears, 
lions, tigers and panthers stand up, 
sit down, run around and take bows, 
while the spectators heave ho-hums. 

Rob and Ralph Darras close with 
an acro turn. While big guy lies on 
floor with feet in the air, kid does a 
head-stand on the ball bottom of one 
foot and then is jogged by partner 
from one hoof to the other. A good 
act that misses through lack of show- 
manship, 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 20. 


A well-balanced bill with three 
headliners is at the Earle this week. 
Well-filled house at first show voted 
okay without going overboard on en- 
thusiastic side. e pic is ‘Fight 
for Your Lady.’ 

With house orchestra under Lou 
Schrader on stage, the show opens 
with Ross, Ross and Bennett, one of 
the acts, doing a pseudo m.c. He 
announces the first act, which is 
Robbins Trio, two men and a girl 
They're good serviceable hoofers, 
offering break-leg taps and winding 
up with topnotch somersaulting. The 
two men, particularly, look like 
human pinwheels. The girl’s tum- 
bling is above average. The act got 
a good hand. 

Dropping m.c. gag, Ross reappears 
next with feminine member of act 
(Bennett). Pair offer a comedy 
dialog which contains some of the 
most atrocious puns and gags heard 
here in weeks. Ross varies with 
capable slide tap which is a relief. 
He also does a song number. 

First of headliners is dance act of 
Gomez and Winona, old favorites 
here. They offer two numbers, a 
straight ballroom routine and the 
second is Spanish. Their waltzing, 
as usual, often verges on swing- 
adagio, and represents grace per- 
sonified. 

Jane Froman, next, sings four 
pops. Best is ‘Old Feeling,’ which 
she renders with considerable fervor. 
‘Me, Myself and I’ next best with 
crowd. But she makes one mistake 
—she asks audience to join in one 
number. ‘No soap’ as far as Earle 
bunch is concerned. 

The Michon Brothers, also well 
known here, render their knock- 
about skit and go over like wildfire. 
Dressed in sailor suits, both take 
amazing falls and tumbles from their 
platform-diving board contraption. 
A rapidfire wisecracking barrage ac- 
companies the acrobatics. It is mild- 
ly effective. A comedy song (n.s.g.) 
and a little fake magic round out 
act. The audience gave Michons & 
swell hand. 

Borrah Minevitch’s Rascals, with- 
out Minevitch, close show. Har- 
monica outfit goes through its accus- 
tomed routine, rendition of ‘Lime- 
house Blues’ being standout. ‘Shorty. 
little comic, helps with his funny 





business. Offering, as a whole. 
smooth and not overlong. It sent 
crowd out happy. Waters. 
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STATE, N. Y. 


N.T.G. parades his bevy of gor- 
geous girls in the usual night club 
setting here this week. Atmosphere 
is created by shifting the house pit 
band on stage and fronting it with 
showgirls seated at a_ half. dozen 
tables. Illusion is furthered by a 


backdrop simulating the view from a | 


skytop cafe. 

N.T.G. (Granlund) makes himself 
seen and heard from the time the 
foots go up till they fold. His con- 
tinuous ‘beautiful, but dumb’ theme 


when introducing the beauts be- 
comes rather tiresome and _ isn’t 
overly funny. 

Vera Fern, . diminutive blonde, 


first to come on, goes over. nicely 
with an acrobatic waliz terp. Elsa 
Harris, platinum blond _ singer, 
whom Granlund gives the first of his 
buildup announcements, wins an ap- 
preciative audience with ‘Chloe’ and 
‘Vieni Vieni,’ latter done first in dia- 
lect, then in English. Has plenty of 
stage personality. 

Following the two blonds comes 
the storm, in the person of the Three 
Sailors. Act is the same down to 
the final rope skipping bit, but they 
run riot through the fest of the 
time, letting up only occasionally. 
Helene Standish, statuesque brunet, 
attempts ‘Can I Forget You,’ but 
combination of the Sailors and 
N.T.G. were too much for her. She 
uses a type of lip rouge which gives 
her mouth an unnatural appearance 
under the spot. 


Sonya Yarr, whom Granlund in- | 


troduces as a daughter of a Russian 
Cossack, is another who has a -diffi- 
cult time combating the antics of 
the whacky tars. Highlight of the 
comedy takes, place here with two 
of the tars in the balcony. One in- 
sults the m.c. and the Cossack an- 
cestors of Miss Yarr, while the other 
knocks himself off with a blank cart- 
ridge upon being told that the show 
will run for another half hour. She 
sings a Russian number’ which 
doesn’t mean much, 


Billy the Crip, one-legged colored 
tapster, while not as sensational as 
Peecleg Bates, is plenty versatile, has 
a pleasing voice, and receives a well- 
deserved hand for his trick of aban- 
doning his crutch and doing his stuff 
on one leg. ‘The Crip’ part of it is 
not a good idea as a billing. 

Beauville and Tova, one of the 
smoothest ballroom teams around, 
stand out next. 

Girls, <fter the bathing sequence, 
are adorned in representative cos- 
tumes from the more famous of the 
Ziegfeld shows. 

Finale is a Big Apple. Every 
troupe of Applers has as its leader 
‘the one and only originator’ of this 
latest terp craze, ‘and this bunch is 
no exception. Following initial ex- 
hibition by three couples, audience 
is combed for recruit.. Four stooges, 
one a 300-pounder, come on stage, 
some of the showgals join in, along 
with the Three Tars for the whirl- 
wind finish. 

Unit on the whole is entertaining, 
with the comedy as provided by the 
Sailors, the standout. 


Entire show, with ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par) on the screen, con- 
sumes 190 mins. Stage show is sched- 
uled for 60 mins., but on opening 
night (Thursday) ran 15 mins. over- 
board. Biz good. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 19. 


Andre Lasky’s ‘French Revue’ 
brings one of the best dressed and 
hung shows this house has presented. 
But it is short on talent. . 

Opens with a Parisian street scene, 
entire company on stage. As dif- 
ferent members of troupe step out 
of background for specialties, other 
members provide an action back- 
ground for specialties, other mem- 
bers provide an action backing 
of French types. Three production 
numbers in show require services of 
herdliners, Diaz and Dianne, inter- 
pretive dancers; and also use Viki 
and Kay, femme acrobatic dancers, 
with a line of 12 girls. 


Viki and Kay do rhythm tap for 
opening, followed by a gypsy num- 
ber by Diaz and Dianne, with the 
line in a standard kick routine. Fol- 
lowed by Franz and Fuller, two men 
who do comedy acrobatics. They’re 
best in their finish when they go 
straight to do some muscle tricks and 
finish with flying cartwheels. 


Another production number fol- 
lows, first shown behind a scrim. 
then on clear stage. Line does lot of 
arm waving in filmy dresses, then 
Diaz and Dianne come wack to do a 
Spicer and fly dance, he in black 
cloak, and she in ballet costume. Her 


work on toes is good, but number is 
too long. 


Warner and Margie do comedy 
patter, with the male half of team 
pointing girl’s silly antics by popping 
— eyes. He carries clarinet which 
he does not play, but later gives an 
imitation of bass fiddle by twanging 
a wire attached to head of drum. 
Best comedy of act is achieved when 
Warner brings on dog which howls 
as he attempts to sing. Finish is a 
tap dance by a couple, with dog fol- 
lowing their turns on hind legs. The 
dog was liked by the audience. 


Followed by ‘Bal d’Or’, given fea- 
tured billing, a dance’ in which 
Dianne returns as ‘Mme Renet,’ step- 
bene from a big apple. This num- 

€r also uses line who do formations 


in black lace costumes. Giri appears 
only in tights, and at show caught, 
was flooded with light blue spot, 
much too revealing to get by local 
censors. More interpretive dancing 


apple reference being obviously old 
temptation version, and not new 
dance craze. 


Spotted next is Libonaitti 


missing. Father and son perform 


ter replaced at show caught by an- 
other girl who tapped with boy. 
Entire company brought back on 
stage for bows at finish. 
Picture ‘Thanks for Listening’ 
(Conn), biz only fair at third show 
| Friday. Kiley. 





PALACE, CHI 


Chicago, -Nov. 21. 


Good all-round variety bill here | 


| this week, with standard lineup of 
jacts which can always be depended 
|} upon to deliver entertainment. Audi- 
ence here at last show Friday evi- 
denced. complete approval of enter- 
tainment. 


Only immediately recognized was 
opening Tiv-Tops, five girls doing 
acrobatic routines, flip-overs, tum- 
bling and rope-skipping. Make ex- 
cellent appearance and get over 
nicely. 


Carl Freed has good harmonica | 
turn. Smaller aggregation, but it | 
can really blow those mouthorgans. | 
Freed still hasn’t completely solved 
problem of comedy, but current set- 
up is still considerably better than 
previous ineovt comedy tries. Sybil 
Bowan has distinctive manner, mak- 
ing most of her impressions. Miss 
Bowan is excellent vaude saleslady, 
handling audience with remarkable 
skill. Only impersonation of a real 
person is that of Mrs, F. D. R. Miss 
Bowan does it well. 


For next to closing comedy Tom 
Howard and George Shelton have 
some of best crossfire material they 
have displayed here in long time. 
Closing the show were Florence and 
Alvarez, good-looking and good per- 
forming ballroom team, which has 
plenty of showmanship and make 
most of opportunities. Between 
numbers an unnamed young man 
comes through with a bang-up tap 
session. He really has something 
new and novel in tap routines. Looks 
like real bet. 


Picture was ‘Great Garrick’ (WB). 
Business fair. Gold. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 19. 


House is back to five acts after run 
of unit and band shows. Yv°"k and 
King, Slim Timblin, and Morin Sis- 
ters are given equal billing in ads 
as ‘triple headliner stage revue.’ 


Opens with Joe Fenton and Co., 
two men who do acrobatic feats on 
a trapeze, and a woman who works 
with them in simpler tricks. Al Fen- 
fon twirls by his teeth and does tap 
dance as his contribution to act’s 
eight minutes. Joe provides the 
thrill of act when he is catapaulted 
from a teeter board to catch loops 
with his feet or cross bar about 20 
feet high. 


Morin Sisters, femme trio who ap- 
pear in white satin evening frocks, 
follow with swing medley composed 
of ‘Put On Your Old Gray Bonnet,’ 
and ‘Wait ’Til the Sun Shines, Ne}- 
lie.’ One of the girls does ‘That Old 
Feeling,’ followed by another sister 
who taps to same tune. Do a com- 
edy song called ‘You’ve Got Some- 
thing There,’ with each member of 
the trio handling several verses of 
gag material. It got a good hand. 
Finish their 12 minutes with hot vo- 
calizing of ‘The Shag.’ 


Siim Timblin appears in blackface | 
and works with telephone book and 
portable pulpit to do nine minutes 
of comedy based on biblical events. 
Much of material is pretty blue. Man 
and woman are brought on in black- 
face for Timblin to perform mock 
marriage ceremony for finish. 


Stafford and Louise do ballroom 
dancing, assisted by Lillian Dawson, 
singer, to contribute 12 minutes. 
Open with waltz to the tune of 
‘You’re Just Too Marvelous.’ Pianist 
is given spot in which he does a 
pleasing rendition of ‘That Old Feel- 
ing’ and ‘I’ve Got Rhythm.’ Miss 
Dawson returns to sing special ar- 





by Dianne and her partner with the! y 


<4 t Trio, | 
with one of original members of act 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


The stage-show is 
its bounces at the Par 
‘Ebb Tide’ (Par), reviewed in 
| Variety, Oct. 13, on the stretched 
| silk, ebbed after word 0’ mouth got 
| around on it, but the flesh array 
|! more than took up the slack. 


Frances Langford, back from the 
Coast after three years of piping for 


on xylophones, best being impres- | or — Campbell Soup (Hollywood 
sion of way an organ would sound | + + el’ CBS program). tops the stage 
playing ‘Pennies*From Heaven.’’ Sis- | alent and supplies the big turnstile 


tug. 


| The 55-min. show is good, on the 


whole, if no more. Bunny Berigan 
| orch (11) is the band this trip and, 

if he doesn’t particularly impress 
| across the foois in a theatre, he holds 
his gravel. Crew got its impetus 
when swing became an addiction, 
largely through his string of house- 
banding on CES’ Saturday nite 
Swing Club. Berigan further helped 
himself on other air assignments, 
and more solidly welded an adoles- 
cent following via one-niters and 
prom dates. 

As a stage crew, the outfit hasn't 
found that platform personality and 
pace as yet. Berigan batons ok. and 
has what may be considered an in- 
gratiaiing personality at the head of 
his boys. But he is hurting himself 
by taking a singing turn on_ his 
thematic ‘Can’t Get Started With 
You.” Might have been ok. up ahead 
in the show, but he inserts it down 
at the portion where he’s competing 
with La Lark Langford. 

As a swing combo, the band isn’t 
one of the nation’s one-two-three 


| outstanders by a city-block measure, 


but ii’s good enough for a Par stand. 
It must be said for the boys—they do 
play a nice show for the specialists. 
And there are better rated swing 
crews which can’t play vaude shows. 

Miss Langford, lush on looks and 
with pow’ful effective equipment in 
those plaintive pipes of hers, has 
gained stage presence aplenty since 
last around. Knuckling down to the 
kleigs apparently gave her added 
poise. When caught, she gave the 
folks their wampum’s worth with 
dividends by caroling three pops, 
plus a long medley of five she in- 
tro’d in films. That had to satisfy 
them, so Miss Langford didn’t have 
too tough a time fighting her way off. 

Supporting specialists are good, 
and furnish robust bulwarking. This 
is especially true of Fred Sanborn, 
the vet vaude panto xylophonist. 
His regular turn is almost halved for 
time-saving expediency and lack of 
stage space. Mrs. Sanborn is doing 
her off-stage echo laugh-levying and 
one brief swoop out of the wings 
in a fright costume. Melbourne 
Christopher, comedy magi, is no 
longer with the act, having gone into 
nitery work as a legit-working single. 
Consequently, Sanborn is presenting 
only the prime fat minutes of his 
normal act, and that’s certainly 
enough to handily howl ’em into 
submission. 

Robert Williams, with his slick, 
sophisticated dog act, aided by his 
big chow, Red Dust, is also right up 
the patron’s lane of large likes. This 
act is still plenty fresh for vaude 
generally, Williams having confined 
it chiefly to legit and smart cafes. 

Edna Strong (New Act) is a 
brunet rhythm tapstress. By one of 
the coincidental twists, her coiffure 
and figure are almost matches for 
Miss Langford’s. Since they are the 
only femme performers on the bill, it 
is unfortunate more variety of charm 
was not put on tap by the Par. 


At the washup-_ performance 
Thursday lower level wasn’t 
crowded. Bert. 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 21. 


‘Everything new but the hat’ is 
billing Ted Lewis is giving his cur- 
rent show. It’s that in almost every 
respect. First time in about six 
years, in fact, high-hat tragedian of 
jazz has come around with some- 
thing that didn’t look like it had 
been around before. New acts or old, 
any Ted Lewis layout is almost en- 
tirely Ted Lewis and that’s exactly 
as it should be. 

There are few around these days 
who can top Lewis on showmanship. 
He’s on practically every minute of 
a full hour, making average turns 
look good and good turns look bet- 
ter, dishing out modern decorations 
on standard formula and delivering 
his smackeroos in rapid succession. 

One noticeable thing about Lewis’ 
presentation is its slick production. 





rangement of ‘I Can’t Give You Any- 
thing But Love.’ Stafford and Louise | 
with rhumba finish. 

Show is closed by York and King, | 
who get 18 minutes despite im-| 
partial ads billing. Chick York giv- | 
| ing an illustrated lecture on animals 





| to open, with Rose King on stage to | 
laid in the gags. Act really doesn’t | 
| get under way until they do their | 
familiar sled bit with an inflated | 
horse. Gags are built around old 
fashioned version of modern 
mobile ride, with jokes given horse- 
and-buggy days’ twist. Roy Cropper 
| breaks up appearances of York and 
|King to sing ‘I’m Falling In Love 





'Finish with three members 
| singing ‘Will You Remember?’, with 
| King getting her laughs by cracking 
|/on high notes. Entire act is garbed 
| in old-fashioned attire. 

Pic, ‘It's Love I’m After’ (WB) 
with house about three-quarters full 
at last show Friday Kiley. 





‘tion in any Lewis unit. 
ino exception. 


auto- | 


| been 
| larly here, where the Friday crowds 
; are 
| - 


: g : | money's 
with Someone,’ in good tenor voice. | y 


of act | 








Carried out in flashy red and white, 
through the drapes, bandstands and 
costumes, it’s completely eye-filling 
and gives show head start at get- 
away. Lighting, however, isn’t so 
hot; too many darkened areas on 
stage as result of Lewis’ penchant 
for multiple spots. 

There’s never been any waste mo- 
This one’s 
Acts come on, do 
their stuff and get off without any 
long-winded bows, maestro shooting 
right into next number minute exit’s 

made. That’s smart, particu- 
obviously set on getting their 
worth and often drag a 
show out endlessly with crocodile 
applause. 

Tops among Lewis’ support is Syl- 
| via Manon foursome, one femme and 
|three males, in an adagio routine. 
Gal is converted into.a human pro- 


on end. 
' here 


Usual hazards were doubled 
because of shallow 


iving the b.o. 
currently. 


jectile and mob’s hair was standing | 





Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Aiinough heraided as a firsi-itime- 
in-America, Edmond Fritz’s sextet of 
Viennese Comedienne Singers made 
its U. S. debut with the Pierre San- 
drin-Jacques Charles revue, ‘Bravo! 
at the International Casino, and 
thence to Chicago for a vaudfilm 
date. The group didn’t register par- 
ticularly well in either time out. 
Musie Corp. of America, managing 
the act, has made a better guess of | 
it by spotting it in a class environ- | 
ment, such as the Rainbow Room. | 
‘this is perhaps the ideal setting for 
its vocal nonsense. | 

To begin with, it’s a somewhat sub- | 
ile melange of German, Hungarian | 
end polyglot gibberish that they: give | 
out, doing satirical comedy numbers | 
to Liszt and other classical back- 
grounds. Their lyrics tell nothing: 
it’s chiefly a pantomimic act, with 
somewhat broad ‘mugging’ to im- 
press. 

The six women are nice looking 
three of ‘em more or less in the 
looker class. One is at the Steinway 
throughout. and the quintet does 
characteristic comedy numbers, with 
erimacing or small dress props, to 
sect off their impressionistic numbers 

Sextet were known abroad as Les 
Dames de Coeur (Queens of Hearts) 
and hail from Vienna, impresarioed 
by Edmond Fritz. 

They're different, and as such a 
novelty, but may find themselves lim- 
ited to but a handful of highlight 
spots in America, because of the ne- 
cessity for a class background, mean- 
ing a respectful audience. Act is said 
to do nice arrangements of such 
American pops as ‘Whispers in the 
Dark,’ which, if augmented, might 
put a new complexion on their ex- 
tended longevity in the U. S., but 
that might sacrifice their Viennese 
novelty and flavor, which wouldn't 
be sood showmanship. 





Here they did all right. Abel. 
EDNA STRONG 
Dancing 
5 Mins.; Band Set 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Miss Strong is a lively brunet 
rhythm  tapstress with enough 
shrewdness .to alleviate’ straight 


stomping with fancy Susy-Q and 
shag steps. Her big terp triumphing 
comes in on her fast whirl tootsying. 

Attires self in the expected pa- 


VARIETY 51 
ee = 
NEW ACTS 
4 
VIENNESE COMEDIENNE SING-; jamas, with the smartness of her 
. = (6) yetup establishing her a notch above 
ns. 


most of her sisters in attractiveness. 
Her willowy-weaving hip work dur- 
ing her routines is something else 


again which will keep the down- 
front male patrons plenty bug- 
eyed. Bert. 





DOROTHY FOX 
‘Dance Satirist’ 

7 Mins. 

Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Dorothy Fox is of Fox and Wal- 
ters, and, having broken away inio a 
single, she wisely decided on a nov- 
eity mode of procedure. That's smart. 
it’s the thing that'll impress. Dorothy 
Fox fast and carry her far. 

The ‘dance satirist’ billing explains 
everything. She onens with ‘a 
chorus :girl’s day,’ pantomimically, in 
tempo, depicting from getting-out-of- 
bed onward. A ‘tourette’ of the 
world, limiting it to certain coun- 
tries, is likewise very expressive. 
Her swingo Paderewski is a strong 
finale. 

In the first two numbers Miss Fox 
utilizes Raymond Scott’s unusual 
music for background so her rou- 
tines can remain standard for some 
time. “Toy Trumpet’ is the opener; 
a very difficult, special arrangement 
by Scott, the second. 

Her costuming is a tribute to her 
modiste, being an orisinal colette 
motif, yet thoroughly feminine, and 


jat the same time diaphonously re- 


vealing. 

Miss Fox is O.K. for cafes s!oge, 
etc. Abel. 
TERRY LAWLOR 
Sones 
7 Mins, 


Club Versailles, N. ¥. 

Terry Lawlor is a talented looker 
who should have been Hollywood- 
tested long ago. Cute titian has 
been around Broadway niteries for 
some time and is improving con- 
stantly. Specializes in pops with 
little fol-de-rol other than an ef- 
fective interpretation. Her ‘Vienni’ 
finale is dressed with bit of °Funi- 
cula’ to fit Italian motif. Otherwise, 
her mike versions of ‘Love Is on the 
Air,’ ‘Remember Me?’ and ‘Broad- 
way Rhythm’ are done with simple 
dispatch, but all right floor show 
divertissement. 

Considering her personality and 
song interpretation, this Hollywood 
restaurant alumna should go PY i 

el. 





Manon four started out once and 
then stopped so two pianos could be 
removed from stage. Even then 
there wasn’t room enough but they 
went ahead anyway without a slip 
although they were pretty nervous. 


Only hold-over from old regime is 
Charles (Snowball) Whittier and his 
‘Me and My Shadow’ novelty, is in- 
evitable. However, Lewis has taken 
care of him, too, in alterations, giv- 
ing Snowball a sepia femme partner 
who steps out briefly fot hot session 
of Lindy-hopping with him. Others 
are Gaye Dixon, torch singer with an 
okay voice but who forces a bit too 
much; Loretta Lane, cute-looking 
tapper who does one number, and 
handsome looking gal, Theo Troy, 
who does remarkable contro) stuff 
without losing any of her abundant 
S.a. 

Six Yost Varsity Co-eds, who sit 
in front of band throughout, add 
choral touch to musical numbers and 
Lewis’ own lyricizing. They get an 
inning, too, punctuated with couple 
of solos. It’s good for Lewis if only 
hecause his shows in past have been 
conspicuous by their lack of suffi- 
cient femme appeal. 


Finish employs Lewis’ old peanut- 
tossing to audience, but it’s used this 
time merely as section of finale. All- 
around verdict here this afternoon 
was that Lewis has come up with 
A-1 unit that should serve him well. 

Picture ‘Live, Love and Learn’ 
(MG) and house jammed for open- 
ing show, with flock behind the 
ropes at the break. Cohen. 





Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Only a conglomeration of Sino- 
Japanese wartare scenes serve to 
break an unusually dull, unoriginal 
and uninspired newsreel bill here. 
Even the gridiron material is vapid. 
Show runs shy of the usual 60 min- 
utes, with ‘March of Time,’ sole 
short feature, providing the best all- 
round entertainment visible. 

Fox Movietone gives views of 
bombing in and about Shanghai, 
burning buildings, some closeups of 
the besieged warehouse where the 
‘suicide battalion’ held out against 
Jap forces, running troops, fieeing 
refugees and aftter-battle scenes. 
Biowing up of buildings by plane 














bombs looks so much like other 
bombings that the serious import 
| they carry seems minimized. Metro 


| ‘News of Day’ gives a healjthy plug | 
|to its ace cameraman in Orient, | 
|‘Newsreel Wong,’ native Chinese. | 
Shows previous and some current 
material, besides close-ups of lad in 
action. 

Paramount sums up the ‘war or 
| peace’ idea on a wide scale by show- | 
|ing glimpses of the Brussels con- | 

signaturing of the pact | 
ageinst Communism by Japen, Italy | 
and Germany and other devclop- | 


; ference, 


of the Babe Ruth-John Montague 
golf match is little more than a flash. 
This reel’s best contribution is a 
closeup of George M. Cohan back- 
stage after ‘I’d Rather Be Right’ 
legit show and nice pictorial repro- 
ducing job on his ‘fireside chat’ 
scene from the stage production. 


All-America football team is picked 
by Movietone, as done last year, with 
photography in closeups the best 
feature. Action scenes of backfield 
selections uses Yale’s Frank and 
Pittsburgh’s Goldberg. Same reel 
handled the Army-Notre Dame con- 
test and Yale-Princeton for this 
show, both about as drab as the 
weather, 


News crop for this week must have 
been as dull as the stock market, 
Universal has Lord Beaverbrook and 
a glimpse of the new Brazil fascist 
ruler when he was chatting with 
Roosevelt some time ago. Same reel 
sports an exclusive speedboat race 
at Long Beach. Graham McNamee 
draws a lauvh with his smart chatter 
on original beach outfits at Los An- 
geles, also Universal. U does a 
bright job covering the ice carnival 
at Madison Square Garden, N. Y. 
Also shows paying soldiers out Wet 
in silver dollars and intercollegiate 
cross-country race. 


News of Day depicts Washington's 
capitol building at night, good illus- 
tration 4 the new super neg stock 
usade. ame newsreel gives consid- 
erable footage to Lord Mayor's day 
in London that is passably interest- 
ing. Turkey feather styles in Cali- 
fornia, by N. of D., is negligible. 
Paramount shows resourcefulness in 
photographing a Columbia U. femme 
researcher who uncovered a vaccine 
for measles. Diving scenes in Cali- 
fornia are lifted considerably by Bill 
Slater’s crisp comment. Movietone 
displays skillful cameraing on an 
Army smoke-screen aviator. Lew 
Lehr for same reel gets only a 
chuckle on his dog-exercising stuff 
at the tag end. 


Competitive spirit of newsreelers 
for this show seems vacationin”. 
Weur. 


Canton Burly Folds 


Canton, O., Novy. 23. 
Siock burlesque, after two months 
at the Grand Opera House here, will 
terminate its run Nov. 28 under Bob 
Burch. Industrial recession here- 








}abouts blamed for the closing. It 


has been the only stage show here 
in three years. , 

Burch had been presenting bur- 
lesque at the Grand with fair suc- 
cess. Current season started off the 
best yet, but for the past month pat- 


stage.| ments. RKO-Pathe news covcrage|/onage dropped off sharply. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 24, 1937 

















NEXT WEEK (Nov. 29) 
THIS WEEK (Nov. 22) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate 


Variety Bills 





opening day ot 
































on ‘ 
show. whether full ' or, split week t AY ; 2? 
‘ a: 4 - ¥: H hs 2 
a i ASHTON UNDER | 8 Swing Girls 
LYME. , | “Frito 
RKO Empire | Pavillow 
Fields & Rossfalt {files tANén 
8 Step Sis .’ L Kicardet &y Rone 
| Rusty & Shine Alec Halls & Page 
. , | irene Price A J Powers 
BOSTON Florence, & Alvarez! 5, Canadians | Cingalee Co 
25 Burton Pierce BARNSLEY TT & A Waldman 
menpee (39) | ‘@LEVELAND : Ritz \'Pai. Kirkwood 
Jack, Williams Palace (25) Jackson &-~Letton -\yMillep & Deane 
Frank Gaby | Woolford Pets ‘Billy Ray Co KINGSTON 
Bellitt & KB Bros Geraldine & J Dematin Union 
M'rierie Gainsw'rth | pigaward Sheldon i BELFAST Rawics & Landa’‘e: 
Mario & Florio Chick Webb Orc | Rits LIVERPOOL 
Lamberti | Bila FitzGerald |} Archie Bd L Shakespeare 
Jansleys | Peg Leg Bates j} Hintoni Bros Herschel 'Henlere 
(18) } (19) i EDINBURGH | Chris Chartton Co 
tines Girls 14 Ortons Empire lw ¢ Barnes 
F & J Hubert | Kirby & Duval Harry Gordon | Harry Vardon 
Titan 3 ] Andrea Marcelle Co Jack Holden tadclife & Rodgers | 
Chaz, Chase Lamberti Walter Jackson | Hope & Ray 
Boy Foy Rita Rie Ore 10 J Tiller Gls | Loll- Park 
Gautier Steeplech'se | Hutchins & G Alex. Lennox | “TON 
Cinda Glenn SCHENECTADY Strad & Newsboys | Union 
Jacavelin Joyce Proctors (25-27) N & P St John | Billy Bennett 
CHICAGO Donatella Bros &€ C} pjarroll Richards | Maphattan 6 
Palace “(25) Ray & Trent Royal | 3 Musketeers 
Andrea Marcelle Co} Wini Shaw Larry Adler | Reeo & May 
Britt Weed Milt Douglas Co Gipsy Nina } OXFORD 
Buster: Shaver Co Shanghai Wing Tr Max Wall Reyal 
Cass Mack & T TROY Tommy Trinder Judge's Chimps 
4 Ortons Prectera (25-28) $ Whirlwinds | Fred Bamberger 
(19) Debonairs S & M Harrison | Wilson, Dake & H 
Tip Top Girls Romano Bros Swan & Leigh 'Van Dock 
Carl Freed Co Dees & Blue 
Sibyl Bowan Harris & Howell 
Howard & Sheldén | 7 Danwills re 
Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK - CITY PITTSBURGH 

_ Mate (25) Stanley (26) 
v. hea a eo 
 Aigag +t Tg a Vincent Lopez Orc 
tay Huling & 8S 
J we Helier WASHINGTON 
Al Trahan Capitol (26) 
Great Yacopis Dave Apollon Rev 
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CHICAGO THEATRE 
Week Nov. 
JAY AND LOU SEILER 
GEORGE PRENTICE 
LEDDY & 


26th 


SMITH 

















Paramount 








NEW YORK cry 
Paramount (24) 
Bunny. Berigan Ore 
Frances Langford 
Freddie Sanborne 

Edna Strong 

Red Dust 

BOSTON 

Metropolitan (26) 

Hal Leroy 

Lottle Mayer Ce 

Kart Lavere Coe 

Fred Sylvester Co 

Lebenton Skaters 

‘FFALO .- 

Buffale (26) 

Ted Lewis Ore 


CHICAGO 
Chicage (26) 
Prioska 
J & L Seiler 
George Prentice 
Anita Jakobi 
Mandels 
Oriental (26) 
Rita Rio Orc 
DETROIT 
Michigan (26) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Swifts 
Stafford & Louise 
Tex Lewis Ce 
Joe Jackson 











. Warner . 


| Jerry 














Claudia Coral 
Kisie 
3 Blades 


Carroll 


Joe Hembree’ 
Angelo's Rhu’ 
Cascade Billy 
Grace Kaye 

Anne White 

2 Little Sachs 
| Lillian 
f Renee Villon 





Ethel Gilbert 
|}Ann Courtney 


Bertolotti’ 


s Ore 
ba Bd 


Loraine 


ill’s Gay 90's 


| Spike Harrison 
Emmett Casey 


Chas King 
Margaret Pad 
White 
Henry 
Jack Arnold 
Sid Hawkins 
| Terry Ryaza 
Caliente 
Beth Raborn 
Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 
3 Rhythm Bo 
Caliente Cabe 


Chateau Moc 


Bert Mann 
Billie Blue 
Dot Wexler 





Bobbie Faye 
Madame 


Roger Steele 

Hlelen Shaw 

B & F Gilbert 
Dagmar 





G Andrews 
Jack White 





LaMar 


ula 


r 


ys 
lleros 
lerne 


Connie Maxwell 


Jean 
Club Cavalier 


Ore 


Club 18 - 
Ore 


Pat Warrington 


Jerry 
Frank 
Jerry Kruger 





PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (26) 
Vincent T.opez Ore 
(19) 

Ted Lewis Ore 
PHILADELPHIA 
Karle (26) 

James Melton 
Harriet Hoctor Co 
Collins & Peterson 
Hector Co 

(19) 
Jane Froman 
Minnevitch Co 
Gomez & Winona 
Michen Bros 
Robbins 3% 
Ross & Bennett 


READING 
Astor (26-27) 
Herold oan Ore 


Strand (29-1) 
Cafe Int'l Rev 

WASHINGTON 
Earle (26) 


Honey Fam 
Kirby & Duval 
Stan Kavanagh 
Gomez & Winona 
Don Costello 
(19) 
Spurgats 
Merry Macs 
Paul Sydell & . 


Ceokie Bowers 
4 Kraddocks 





Harriet Ho¢tor c °° 


Teri Withee 


Club 524 


Johnny 
Gene Baylos 
Dorothy 
Helen Keyes 
Jewel 
Estelle Keir 
Ann Howe 

Bernice Hort 


Los Gauchos 
Pedro 

Rita Renaud 
Candido 


Buddy 
Joan Hill 





Independent — 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (26) 


Rodney & Gouid 
Margot & I. Robin 











Jeanne Walker +] Len Manning & M 
Roy Rogers Patsy Marr 
} Noah .. ne | KANSAS CITY, MO 
oy Croppe 4 
Mells, Kirk & H Tower (25-2) 
INDIANAPOLIS | Will Osberne Ore 
Lyric: (26) | Ruthie Barnes 
Jack Little Bd ' wilfrid _DypBois 
Week of Nov. 22 
FINSBURY PARK |) TOTTENHAM - 
Astoria | COURT ROAD 
Anten Kd Paramount 


Garland Wilson 





| Ritly Cotton Bad 








| Provincial 





ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Hot Keon woot 
H «-, 73 ft oogter 
4 sy 
kK om Ms 
8 - % (4s 
Bow a reli ie 


-~_— <—o—- 


om Week of Nov. $3.3 + 


| Don Davis 
| Flora Mills. 
Svd Whecter 


ALDERSHOT 
+ Bitz ‘ 
snd’ 


2* yehw 20 ‘ 
4 itidn: Wade 


Kea Bi 
pets 7 


‘ 


Eliseo Grene 
Rosita Orteg 


Manchito 
Felipe De F 


Cotton C 


Bill 


Tip, Tap «& 


Tramp Ba 
Chocalateers 
Teddy Hale 
Tondelevo 
Pvnamiie He 


Mae 

&' Chie 
Don Alberto 
| Velano & 
| Nuri Sis 
Pepita Lucie 
Sevillanas 
Rudolf a 
Las Gusrecit 


Don Juan 
‘Fausto 
Teddy 


Cortes & 


Or 


todri 
Mai 
Titi & 
Pameus, 3 
Lows Prim 





Russ Mercan 


Lou Breese re 


Ringer 


Cab Calloway 
Robinsen 


Vec 


De Is 


Blanchard 
Froeba 


Lillian Fitzgerald 


St. 


Maxine 


Donahue 


on 


Club Gauche 


Ore 


& Montes 
Club Normandie 
Wagner Ore 


Club Yumuri 


t Ore 
a 


Diosa Costella 


lores 
tub 
Ore 


Toe 


Avis Andrews 


Vodery's Jubileers 


vmoker 


Freddy James 
Johnston 


U 
ore 
has 


nias 


Avalos 
as 


El Dorade 


Cass Hagen Ore 
Kay VParsons 
Freddy Bernard 

| Carte rs 

Stanley Burnes 
Barbara Reynolds 


El Toreader 


c 
nado 

rues 
da 


ticardo De Caso 
Pellin® 


joor 


i Dre 
Preach Casing 


Ore 


Ore 


( 








Nico 
Carmen Torres 


Ray O'Hara 
Aileen 
Chiquita Venezia 


Frank 


Cook 
3 Debonairs 


NEW YORK CITY 


Rarney. Gatant’s Les Aurette 
B.Il and B.I 
Lind Carenzio , 
Cori 
Dormonde Bros 
Irene Helda 
Herman Hyde Co 
Les 
Lilvan, 
Lucienne & 
Ketty 
Les Menchiassi 
Les Robenis 


pne «ies 


Juvelys 
Dania, 


Mara Co 


toberton 
iermaine Roger 
Roschin 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 
Ore 


Cook 


Dolores Farris 

McCormack 

Ruth Kidd 
Harlem Uproar 

House 

Ace Harris Ore 

Detroit Red 

& Brown 

Butter Beans 


& § 


Sextuplets 
Lillian 


Fitzgerald 
Lovey Lane 
Velma Middleton 
Art Tatum 


Havata-Madrid 


Nilo Menendez Ore 
Jose Manzaneres 














| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


' 


7 


Mercedes Co 
Antonita 

Juan Martinez 
Consuelo Moreno 
Clara & Alberto 
7 Senoriiae . 
Esperanza Tris 
Jeronimo Villarine 
Cesar Tapia 
Carlos Vivian 
Castro Sis 


Hickery touse 


Joe Marsala Ore 
3 Peppers 
Adele Girard 


H'lyw'd Kesfaurani 


*| Rudolf 


Malo! 
Ashour | 


Mele! Park Contra) 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Phyllis Kenny 
Vivian Franeis 
Ii Mentgomery 
‘ James’ Penman ; 
/ Hotel Piccadilly 
* Jeno Barta] Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
#Nat Brandwynne Or 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Betty Bryant 
Hote! Plaza 
| Puchin Ore 
/Paul Drapér °* 
‘Hetel Ritz-Carlton 
Frimht Ore ; 
| Ralph Rotgér’s Ore 
Holland & Hart 
Hildegarde ‘ 
Hotel hvose ved j 
Guy Lombardé*Qre 
Lukewela Orc . 
Hotet Save, ‘vines 
Emile Pettit Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Lew Parkerson 
tom Low . 
Hotel St. George 
(Broeklyn) 
Eti Uantzig” (re 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Raiph Gonzales Ore 
Basil+ Fompesr 1 Orcs 
Claire Vermonte 
Betty & F_ Roberts, 
| Metel St. Regis 
Emil Coleman! Ore 
« Codolban Orc 
Lois Ellinvén 
Tana 
fietel Taft? ** 
| qo. Hall Ore 
| Delly Dawn 
Rotel Waldert- 
* Astoria 
Reisman Bd 
& G Hartman 
Symington 
Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoff Ore 
Hotel White 
Jaeqnes Krakeur 
Rhoda Chase 
Nancy Noland 
| International Casino 
| Geo Olsen Ore 
Yascha Bunchuk Or 
| (iene Fosdick Orc 
Calvary Bros 
| At tini 
; Jeanne Devereaux 
Maurice & Crance 
| Jacqueline Mignac 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Joe Capello Ore 
| Allan Smal Ore 
Montmartre Boys 
| Mary Lane 
| Gene Walters 
| 


¢ 


¢ 


f.eo 
Paul 
| Eve 


lee Leslie 
Gladys Faye 
|} Santos & 
Carter & 
Swank 2 
Suzanne & Christine 
Lesar & Fedora 

| Georgette 
| 


Elvira 
Schaub 


Isabel Brown 
Peggy De La Plante 
Lillian Craig 
| Danny Higgins 
John Rockwood 
Ira Yarnell 
Vaugh Comfort 
Kit Kat Clab 
| Charioteers 
| Audrey Thomas 
| Babe Matthews 
| Clarence Brown 


| Joyce Beasie y 
Laura Watson 
| Hotcha Drew 

Larue 


Eddie Davis Ore 
Hirado Ore 
Graziella Parraga 


sf Torhmy Lyman, 





Julie Gillespie 

La Conga 
Pancho Ore 
tamon Littee Bd 
Hilda Salazar 
Havana 3 
Panchito Riser 
El Caneys 

La Marquise 
Karol Kane 
Frank La Salla 
Silvertone 3 
Marla Forbes 
Frank McFarlane 
Dolores Rogers 


| Le Coq Rouge 





Mitchell Ayres Ore | Don Marton Ore 


E Jelesnick Ore 
Helen Morgan 
Edith Roark 

NTG Rev 

Joey Ray 

Mells, Kirk & H 
Hetel Ambassador 
Wm Scotti Ore 


J & EH Vernon 
Linda Lee 
Rajah Raboid 


Hotel Astor 


Sandy Williams Ore 


Hotel Belment- 
"taza 
Val Oilman Ore 
Ethel Shutta 
Bachelors 


Hote) Biltmore 


Horace Heidt Ore 
Bob MeCoy 


(jeorge Sterney Orc 
The Great Maurice 


Le Mirage 
Harry Horton Orc 


| Diaz & Lawton 
| Gaby 
V MacNaughton 


| Ruth Long 

| Tisdale 3 

| Gaylord & Kent 

| Leon & Eudie’s 
‘.ou Martin Ore 

+ Eddie Davis 

| fIris Adrian 
James Keogan 
foval Duo 
Haines Tate & § 

Mary Burton 
Burnett & Watt 
Alfredo & Dolores 

| Hawaiian 4 

| Nelson's Cats 

ic & C¢ Jog 





Eddie Bush Orc 
Satini Tuai Loa 
Pau Kialoka 


Mirador 
Johnny Powell Ore 
Margie Hart 


e Ad »Dick MelIntyre 
wetia Satini Tuai Loa 
Jean Scott Little Club 
Ann Page Jane Jones 

Mon Puris Paul Kendall 


Gladys Bagwell 
Rose Valyda 
Omar's Dome - 


Oscar Calvet Ore’ 
Charles Murray Ore 


Mori's George Redman Ore 
Ferris Ore Chas Earle 
i The Oaks Hardy & Werner 


Kathlyn Miller 
Blliot Kelly 
Lillian Gibson 


Al Lambs Ore 





Costellos 


Glover & Billie Hebert 


LaMae 





Ken Henryson 
Morene & Valencia 
Rudy La Tosca 
Helen Gordon 
Henry Monet 
Marguerite Lewis 
Thora Maithatson 
Marguerita del silo 
Juan de Martinis 


Seven Seas 
Lily Gibson 
Honolulu Dancers 
Jimmy Lowell Co 

Somerset House 
Janet Jordan | 
Somerset Swing Ba | 





Hotel Pulmer House 
(Empire Room) 


‘ ie yan ‘ 
re Sa Club Alabam The DeMarcos. 
Rainbow-Koom | Harriet a war Alexander Cray 
| Sk r : < . 
Al Donahue Ore } | ae, Pray we | wna oe gh 
KHddie LeBaron Orc Chant mabiness j= ody arris 
Durelle Alexander | pave Unell_ ‘| » cg tea 
Dorothy Fox te ‘ > | F red Craig 
A) | Eddie Pérry 4 Aristocrats 
Alee Templeton | Paramount 3 | Abbott Dancers 
DurelNe Alexander | “ e | a ‘ 
Dario & Diane Club Paramoun Setet Sherman 
Senator Ford Harry Vernon {Catlege Inn} 
Helen Myers Mile Jeanne ; 
Glover & LaMae Sonia | Frankie 7 te Or 
Viennese -Singers tose Catalina : Jac Kije me ter 
Dr Koss Haxton & Harvey | Donna Done 
Mildred Kelly j Atrearn Bros 
Riviera |} Joe Muessi Chas Carrier 
Howard Lally Ore | Gay 90's Hotel Stevens 
7 hohe oF ht Lew King (Continental Reom. 
larles rig pi te - 
“apo —o Marne Sande Williams Ore 
sass Bros Marion Parker | . 
‘ew Yorke yee: . - Musie Halt! Boys 
4 New Yorkers Colleen ~ , 
i ‘+ Vanes Ove Pierre &. Temple 
Russian Art gone ~N z. Covert & Reed 
Yasha Datsko Ore | “ Py r ee ee Ore 
Anna WKouznetzova Cabaret i- cp ‘7 R erento 
Mara | Chas Engles Ore ierbert exter 


Sinda Voella 


Alex Bolshakoft Jack 


Irving 


Eli. Spivack Dorothy Wahl 
Zachar Martinoff Margie Kelly 
-" | Florence Barlow 
Russian Bear Art Buckley 
Cosrya Krumin Al Wagner 
Karlo ted Hoffman 





Lonya Kalbouss Mildred Rock 
Elena Slavnaia Dorothy Johnston 
Nicholai Grushko tii-ciat 
Julian Altman - 

” “rein? Pert Kelton 
Ivan Kerniloff | Willie Shore 
Russian Kretehma | Hazel Harmon 


Cansines 
4 Ingenues 
Hote! Bismarck 
(Walnut Room) 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Ruth Pryer 
Oxford Boys 
D& S Jennings 
Hotel Brevvort 
Jaros Sis 
Karl Smith 
Commodore 
Joe Parlato 


| 
Nicholas Matthey Or | 
Michel Michon 
Nadia Ludova 
Volodia Katov 
Marusia Sava 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Stork Club 
W Feldkamp Ore 
Gus Mariel Ore 
Versnilies 
M Bergere Ore 
Val Ernie Ore 
Terry Lawlor 
Gomez & Winona 
Gali-Gali 
Mark Plant 
Village Barn 
Johnny Johnson Ore 


Duo 


Hotel Congress 
(Casino) 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 





Miriam Yerman 
Phil Goldfarb Auchorage 
Flying Whirtos Rochell & Rinata 
Colette & Barry Kay Allen 
Larry McMahon Lew Brent 
Veodoo Johnny Graff Ore 
Voodoe Dancers Arcadia Int'l 
Roy Rector Herbie Kay Ore 
Gilly Haywood Joan Barrie 
Clift Allen Gary Leon 
Whirling Top gee Mace 
E ‘ates 7 Nays 
Eh Craven 2 Nonechalants 
Musical Tops (3) | Don Renaldo Ore 
Ifeney Johnson } Ba: 
Wivel = cap 
oth Ba | Manny LaPorte Or 
oD asen kK |; Milt Sigmund 
Arline Whitney } . 
Evelyn Nesbitt } MBarritz Cufe 
Bob Lee | Joe teilly . 
Ginger Sutton Leah Jackson 


Continental 3 | Dixieanna Lee 
Dorothy Wenzel |} Paul 

















Creen 
pany Cotton - | Little Old New York. Yacne Club wap Amen Ore 
ysbeth Hughes 306 Meward talph Watkins Orc | Bellevue-strattorad 
Hotel B et | Eddie Leonard Jack Waldron (Planet Room) 
(Broeklyn) | Lea. Barbary + necesita Faye Mever Davis Ore 
na a ‘ | Arthur Behin Siboney 4 i (Burzunds Koom) 
will MeCune Ore Rob Milliki Henny Youngman Fonn! e Ore 
H rl n | Jacl r 
otel Commodore Chet Dougherty Tiny Wolf 8 Frankl i" 
Tommy Dorsey Ore Merry -Go-R , Peggy Seel en Franklin Hotel 
Kdythe Wright erry -Go-Roune Antobal’s Cuban ¢ (Georgian Room) 
 Esquires |} Al Apollon Ore Jounny & Cleorge Leo Zollo Ore 
Jack Leonard | Leo Deslys Sunny & S Dall Kenny the Bum's 
Lee Castaldo | ’ Delovd MekKay 
Allan: Storrs LOS ANGELES it ae * “ ‘wines lere 
setts fenson 
Hotet Edison . ali Downey Sis tweitie to inson 
Billy Swansen Ore Kruz Fletcher Lucille Lehman liuve & May 
Motel Essex Uen~ | Charles Lawrence te & Day enti White 
Stoher ; ar - bastinetioa io Irwin 
Fhe Worcs r Or Ieverly Wiltshire Margery Sielly > MN tics 
Alice Marion | Nick Cochran Cate ta Mare H Carrol Gi (12) 
KMlise Graves Debutantes | Park Ave Boys Cafe Metropote 
| Stuart Allen Muzzy Marcelleno Stan Clare Orc (Camden) 
tollini 3 Ted MjoRito Ore Cinb Hawall Bernie Berle Ore 
Holei Ger. Clintes | Kilimore Bow) ‘ Gline Barey Gre Cedarwood tan 
Eddie Lane Ore Hesenear Grier ‘Ore Charlie Borne — (Malaga. N. 4.) 
Hotel Lincotn Julie Gibson Carolyn Etich 4 rence Mich Or 
The Stapletons B Brenner , » 
Vault Joleen 
Isham Jones Ore : Troj: - A 
Net @ Notan > We ~ & Cocorget Grove Barbara Gray 
. A nt Ben Alle 
Hetel MeAipin |}! & KE Rayes Joc Reichman Ore plc te : 
J} Messner Ore | Dick Webster M Ray & Nath Colony Club 
| Roeser "’ Arew 3 Rhythm. Rascais eh n+ pa Bddie Kinley 
Gonzales & Mennen Cafe De Paree . Pd a on ory meen 
. ; TP a a MOPS meer 
. Hetel Nep Yorker’ | fatty os — Ot Kiddie Nae | Kerena tooda 
Glenn Gray Ore Bp . oi | Ann Re 
Pepe & Frick teuc Rossilanos Fais Waller Ore | Westy. Crece 
Duke & Noble Cale international Hawelian Paradise | Lyon Harton 
Dorothy “Wilkens — *4-es Hite-Orc Sot s Ore Harry Adar Ore 


4 My ta 


| 
| 
|}Irene St. Clair 

| Marya & Martin 

| Old Coloay Cinub 
| Gus Van 

Royale Frolics 
| Mark Fisher Ore 
| Sid Tomack 

| Reis Bros 

Karre 
Ann 


LeBaron 3 
Lester 


Abbott & Marshall 
Rita Ray 
Jack Hilliard 


The Rose Bowl 
Bernard & Henri 
Dixie Painter 
Joy Glynn 
Ann Bolen 
Billy Seott Ore 

Three Deuces 
Rey Eldridge Ore 
Cleo Brown 
Gladys Palmer 
red Reed 
Monette Moore 

Yacht Club 
Huge De Paul Ore 
Jackie Green 
Toby Wing 
Robinson 2 





PHILADELPHIA 


Carol Maurice 
Christine Grabam 
Bernice Roberts 
Linda Grey 
Embassy Club 
Helen Benton 
Iliis Deon 
Kileen Mercedes 
Vera Dunn 
Marion Martin 
lou Drake 
Bert Clemoux 
Iredro Blanco 
Warwick Sis 
cliff Hall 
Evergreen Casino 
Henry May Ore 
‘Tom Barry 
De Meranvilles 
Connie Jovce 
lillian Stewart 
Frances LaBit 


1523 Locust 
Rubb'’r Legs Will ms 
Stella Brooks 
Kay Lavery 
Veanuts Stewart 
Jackie Mabley 
Ollie Potter 
Honey Brown 
Marie Wilson 
Patsy Evans 
lulu Maye 
Bubbles Shelby 
Jane Farrar 
Linda Rae 
Sain Woods Ore 
Swing Kings Ore 


Hotel Adelphia 
| (Cafe Marguery) 
Bol Roltner 
Joe Frasetto 
Paul Duke 

; Allen & Kent 
Haske 

Nash 
Titan 3 

Letty Kean 
Krank Calby 

| Floridians Ore 
Agnes Yolle 


Ore 








Ore 


Hotel Philadeiphian 
(Mirror Room) 

Beth Challis 

Rasy riends 
Méld-(i-Tey © * 

| Joe Milil.opf 
4 
Martha 


Ore 
‘leete 


Charter & 
Adrian 
hay 


ne Are@het , # : ‘ 
eae o Club: : Bacitie Sunset Cleab | Swing Club: 
y ‘ i 
~ S O seoree & Nanette Helen King 
Jobw Kir A} re Carles Shaw Nan Blackstone 
Maxine Sullivan | Perey Page Jal Brown 
pepe, Wareen 3 Bards * Frankie Gallagher: 
4 Carndixve§ Kay Cameron | Deruthy Roberts 4 
} , . 4 Dolores Del Ray 2 Rebert Bros . 
dfy <treaman! Ore . . * t 
ic |} Geo Ball Rev |} Fred Thompson Ore 
ao ijle Jopnson Buddy LuRue ; 
ao ao Al Heath Ore _=Tepay'’s 
Diamend Bros “Patemar, | Atice Hulett 
Readinger 2 | Kav Weber ; | Judy J.ane 
Paul Sydell | Bay Bavduc | Pat O'Shea 
hyd Sue -Leeds } Tidvérn Rros }Chuek Fody Ore 
Walker Long rook & L Stary | Arnold Sis 
Bert: Epeman> »| Bob Crosby’s Orc B Fart pence 
Lee Sullivan Hudson Metzger Gis} Leena Bice 
ms ; J Fe, y i bnson 
| Heley De i : " | Agries Jo 
Cynthia ¢ ‘aunaught Parts Int | Seavntbes 
-Shannon Dean ; Frank Sortino Ore | ; 
Place Elegante Dominic Columbo Garwood Van Ore 
iM Casst’ Ore: ++ 
Bill Farrell CHICAGO 
Tuck ase shi | Blackhuwk l ‘tune Richmond 
« ss " 
Cpye Cans lost | Kay Kayser Ore | Bob Eberle 
‘Mario Basini | Virginia Siths | Drake Hotel 
Plantations Club: | are a | 4Gold Coast Room) 
c } ircry Babb 
Willie Bryant Ore . * | Paul Whiteman Ore 
Lee Simmons Ches Muces | Diana’ Tectace 
Freddie & Ginger Renny Fields | (Tait ‘ 
Sabe Matthews, , Georgas & Jalna |} Ada Brown 
Edna Mae Hofty *”‘ | Grac ie Barrie | Karl Hines 
Willa Mae Lane | Dolly Arden | Gee D Washington 
Avon Long joey py | Al & Anise 
. | Rosita oyce } : , 
ep i | Maurie Stein Ore Rdgewnter Beach 
Joe Webb Orc | ‘ 
Vivian Hall j Colosimoas | (Marine Koom) 
i | , | 
Ray Jones | Henri Gendron dre | Orville Tucker Ore 
Rainbow Grill | Jay Jason | Bailey Sis 
> ; nail , | Bon Barico Bonnie Baker 
Eddy Rogers Ore | Lois Morse | 
Helen Myers | | 





Lambs Taveras 
Larry Melj Ore 

Latimer Club 
Jean Van 
Helen. Foster 
Geraldine Kay, 
Musical Raskels ,Or 
Harry .Glyn 


Little Ruthskeller 
Jack Griffin Ofe 
Marie Holz 
Ruby Kelly 
Katherine Maye 
Re-Chardo & M 


Diane -& Winion 
Paul Rich 
Marie LaTell 
Emerald Sis 
Jack Hutchinson 
Irving Braslow Ore 
Streets of Paris 
Jean. Scott 
Kaye Doris 
Flaine Owens 
Charley. Kerr 
Linsley Sis 


1214 Club 
pa Blake 


Ore 





Paltumbo’s 


Eddie: tomas. - 
Marionettes’ > * 


Bobby Morro Ore 
Le Coste .o. 2 
Lolita . 

Eta Mpore ey 4 
Nélsong > if 
Aimee Orgah 
Allen & Sheridan 

Rendezvous 
Murray .& -Alan 
ROsg = 3 F) 
Sully Ww tr nl 

| sther Martin 
Les Barclay 

| Milray Girls (6) 


} 











| Frankie 


| tiftany 2 


| Vaugh'n Mu: 


| Buddy 


| Alice 


Ritz-Cartton 
(Crystal Room) 
Van Levis Ure 
Ressian Kretchma 
Mura 
Olga 
Givpsy 
Gregory Dnestroft 
Teva Gorod isky 
Siiver Eake Ine 
(Clementon) ” 
Bill Horey Ore 
Patricia “& Rene 
Charlies & K doy 


Tumanova 
Timkimov 
Rita 


- 


“0th Century ‘Tavern 
Longo Orc 
Ames 
Jason 


L.ou 
Crystal 
Barbara 
Arno. 3% 
Jimmy 


Little 


20th Century Dollis 
Parrish Cafe 
Frankie Fairfax O1 


Irene Lateese 
Ola. Wright 
Shin Bones 
3 Parisettes 


& F 


Dutkin’s Kathskeller 


Monte Alba 
Sophistocrats 
Thelma Snearon 
Victor Netson Ore 
“rank .Ponti 


| 

Stamp’s Cafe - 
Retin Beimuoni i * 
Vie Eartson 


| Mary 


| Dec 


| Whitey 


. Mills & Reeves 
Rollins, ” 


pit Li 
} + 7 BY, Manone 


Hollywood Girts * 
21 Club 


Corlies & Palmer 


Regey Mariowe 
Pegey* Sika Ww 

Mary’ Neville 
Richard Bach 

Jay King 
} Jean Riccardi Ore 


“ 
Venice Grille 


| db Ridley 
| Mildred 


Bover 

t‘onnie Spear 

Fay Ray 

Marty Barton Ore 

Weber's Hot Brau 
(Camden) 


louis Chaltkin 
‘Ray Miller 
t& J Shr’ nh’ mmer 
Clifford 

Tony Senna 

Jack Mess 

Bert. Sloan 


Ore 


| Jack: Morrison 


‘Geo W Moore 
Intt"i Instrumental 8 
lise. Hart 
Hugo hkiee 
Sid Golden 
Kldgradians 
Ubangi ‘Club 
Hyder Ore 
Valda Hatton 
Bobby Evans 
Johnny Hudgens 
LeRoy McCoy 
Reds Curley 
Snake Hips, J 
Victoria 
Blanche Saunders 
Viking Cate 
Leonard Cooke 
Grace O'Hara 
Leone Vaughn 
DuMont & Snyder 
frankie Springman 
Puggy O'Neill 
‘Al Schumacher 
Varalle Ore 
Tarktows Taverp 
~~ Bilger Ore 
u Foster 


& 


PITTSBURGH 


Baleonades 
B Richards Or 
Bill Green's 
Ore 


JI & 


Pearl 
Club Petite 
Karl Dulaney Ore 
Joy Lynn 
Rita Lawler 
Bunny Rang 
Eddie Peyton's 
Eddie Peyton Orc 


Ray 





Harlem Casino 
Ww odkine Or 


Jimmy 
Larry 
George oan 
Doyle 
Rhythm Pals 
Abdeen Ali & 
Harris 
8 Harlemettes 
Hotel Roosevelt 
(Cecktall Bar) 
Billy Catizone 3 
Hotel Sehenley 
Howdy Baum Ore 


Italian Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Carmen 


R 


New Penn 
Bubbles Becker 
Nixon Cate 
H Middleman Ore 
Sally Hughes 
Harvey Bell 
The Leslies 
Lou Hoffman 
6 Nixon Debs 


Ore 





, Ange 


lo di Palma 
Nut Club 
Mercur 

Sam Libman 
fou Gold 
Woogy Sherman 
Joe Lee 


Al 


Plaza Cafe 
Plaza Ore 
Adele Curtis 
Bert Layton 
June Blue 
Eddie Jones 

Show Boat 
Al Marsico Ore 
Trudy De Ring 
toe Cappo 
Ruth Hazen 
John Rendolph 
Wilma Douglas 
Wayne Thomas 
Noel Sherman 

Webster. Hall 

(Imperial Room) 
Joe Haymes Orc 
White Mansions 
Jack Sherr Ore 
Marion Melton 
Willlam Penn 
(Italian Terrace) 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Paula Kelly 
Burt Shaw 
(Continental Bar) 
Arthur Ravel 8 
(Grill) 
Otto Thurn Co 
Willows 
Marty Gregor Ore 


Rev 


Girls 


BOSTON 


Brown Derby 


Jimmy McHale Ore 

3 Payne Bros 

Jean Christy 

N Sherman Gls (12) 
Cocoanut Greve 

Lew Conrad Ore 

Shayme & Armstr’g 

Skeets Cameron 

Marion Lane 

Tony Gardiner 


Club Mayfair 
Joe Smith Ore 
Johnny DeVant 
Péte Herman 
Janet ’'& Kalan 
Fredericks & 


Lane | 
June Havoc 


Famous Door 
Bernie Wayne Ore 
Satceh & Satchell 
Helen Shaw 
Catherine Quinn 
Rita Manning 

Hotel Bradford 

(Penthoase) 
Ward Ore 
Trudeau 
Donner 





Carmen 
Leatsie 
Alina Bray 
Tung Tin 
Tommy 1 


Soo 
‘oran 
~ | 
Russell 
Melk GIs 
Terrace 
Linda 


Jack | 
Boots (10) ° 
Room 
Keene 

Hotel Brunswick 
Or 


| 


row 


Hotel Copley Plaza 
Johnny Long Ore 
Hotel Statler 
Nye Mayhew Ore 
Linda Keene 


Hotel West minster 


Billie Dooley Ore 

Honey Murray 

Berthe Sis 

Tom Harty 
Levaggl's 

Rudy Bundy Orc 

Harry Spear 


Journet & Severin 


| Miller Sis 


taymond Pike 
Lou Walters’ Co 
Norm'‘ndie Ballroom 
Candullo Orc 
Southland 

B Calloway Ure 
Charlie Harmon 
Alma Smith 
talph & Slim 
Kaloh 

Paulis & Pearl 


Joe 


Hazel Green Co 
Steuben’s 
Jack Fisher Ore 
| Janet Carroll 
Radio Rockets 
| Marie Wing 
Koight & Pave 
Toyland 
Hughie Kelleher Or 


Tremont Plaza 


Gene Nickerson OT 





CHI BAND GOES KALAMAZOO 


Kalamazoo, Nov. 23. 


Hec Herbert 
Swingimen, 


a 


current 


Chicago 
‘Club 


nd_shis 
at ‘the 


Hollywood here, had a one-night lay- 


off last week. 


Band is joming local 


here and going under new ‘contract 


until Feb. 1. 


.» 


Union required the ennata lay- 
off during whieW Herbert Swingsters 
visited chub and eared fill- -in music 


of Hal Collar orch. °* 


. . 
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Permanent National Theatre 
Out of WPA Aim of 2 Bills 


Before Congress; Other Terms 


Two bills before Congress aim to| 
establish a National: Theatre under | 
Government patronage. Measures 
have aroused considerable interest 
on Broadway, particularly among 


players, since the chance of engage- 
ments would be increased should 
either bill be enacted. One pro- 
posal was written by Congressman 
James M. Coffey of Washington, the 
other by Congressman William I. 
Sirovich of New York. 

Both bills appear to have been 
inspired by the activities of the WPA 
relief theatre, known as the Federal 
Theatre Project. Sirovich favors 
establishment of a bureau of fine) 
arts, the head of which would be in| 
the President’s cabinet. Coffey’s bill | 
proposes to lift the FTP out of the | 
WPA setup so there would be no 
doubt as to its permanency. One 
weakness seen is the limited salary 
set for the commissioner of such a 
project. Doubtful if an efficient ex- 
ecutive coulld be attracted unless the 
compensation were measurably in-| 
creased, 

Coffey contends that the FTP has 
indicated the potentialities of a 
flourishing culture throughout the 
country. Argument for a Govern- 
mentally-backed theatre is that such 
a project would provide entertain- 
ment for all classes and not be re- 
stricted because of high admissicn 
prices, as in the larger cities. 

He proposes to lift the entire The- 
atre Project out of relief and trans- 
fer it as is to the planned national 
theatre, but to expand it, taking over 
the other so-called cultural fields 
now included in WPA. Bill names 
the theatre, dance, music, literature, | 
graphic «nd plastic arts, 
ture and decoration, all with their | 
allied arts, to be included in the | 
bureau. 


Coffey bill fixes the salary of the 
proposed commissioner at $5,000 
yearly. Head would be appointed by 
the President for two years, al- | 
though the term could be extended. 
Commissioner would have six aides, 
Regions would be established, each 
with an administrator (at $4,000 per 
year) and four aides. 


Provision is made to enlarge the 
FTP, which was cut down 25% last 
summer. Coffey’s proposed bureau 
would also raise salaries not less 
than 20% over those now paid. No 
maximum nor minimum is set and 
the least players would receive 
would be $29 per week, as against 
the present $23.85 in the FTP. Num- 
ber of people who would be engaged 
would increase the present comple- , 
ment not less than 20% and could | 
double the number. No relief status 
would figure. 


Congressman figures that the FTP , 
has ‘decentralized’ the theatre in that | 
plays are given not only in the sev- | 
eral key cities. Plan fostered by 
Sirovich was introduced by him 
twice before. Last spring the con- 
gressman addressed the American 
Fheatre Council convention in New 
York, spiritedly speaking on behalf 
of the WPA theatre project, and de- 
claring ‘we must establish a national | 
theatre.’ 


Year or so ago a national theatre 
bill passed ‘Congress and received 
the White House signature. Since 
then nothing has been heard of the 
movement. Measure, however, does 
not call for federal financing. Plan 
was to build a theatre in Washing- 
ton, D. C., and operate from there. 
but there was a stipulation that 
called for economic operation. Names 
of socialites in the capital, Boston, | 
Philadelphia, New York, Baltimore | 
and Chicago were mentioned as be- | 
ing interested in the idea. Claimed 
that $1,000,000 would be subscribed 
for the establishment of the theatre, 
but whether the coin was ever raised | 
Was never revealed. 


Public meeting to arouse support | 
for Congressman Coffey’s bill was | 
held Monday (22) night at the Union | 
Memorial Methodist Church, N. Y. | 








Ala $4. 
arcnivee- 











‘By Popular Demand’ 





Richard Rodgers, who com- 
posed the tunes for ‘I’d Rather 
Be Right,’ Alvin, N. Y., had the 
right to reserve four tickets 
nightly for the show. Requests 
for the ducats became so heavy , 
he decided on a European trip 


and sails tonight (24). ° Lorenz 
Hart, who penned the lyrics, 
ducked for Italy last week, 


giving the same reason. 

Boxoffice staff, in reporting 
the gross to Sam H.. Harris, 
show’s producer, one _ night, 
apologized because the number 
of standees at that performance 
had dropped. 











CASTING NIXES 


| 
| 


‘TIME’ ROAD PLANS, 


Plans for the road company ot 
‘Having Wonderful Time,’ which was 
nearing the rehearsal stage, has been 
set back. Reason appears to be cast- 
ing difficulty. Decision to delay 
came after a number of players were 
given readings. Leads have been 
changed several times in the original 
troupe, but none of those formerly in 
the show is available. Management, 
however, claims the road plans are 
still on the fire. 

First company of ‘Time’ is now in 
its 40th week at the Lyceum, N. Y., 
with tickets on sale up to New Yeat’s 
Eve. 











EQUITY SWITCH 
NOW FAVORS IT 


Actors 
ping Double-Pay Rule to 
Permit Plan Similar’ to. 
London’s — Subscription 


Performances for Tryouts | 


—Managers Claim $ Pres- 
ent Stand Nullifies N. Y. 
Statute Legalizing Shows 


Equity is now favorably consider- 
ing Sunday legit performances, with 
certain limitations, but not at the be- 


hest of managers. Association’s coun- 
cil appointed a committee to report 
on the feasibility of Sundays along 
the lines of London’s, for the benefit 
of its members who may be laying 
off. 


In London there are several groups 
specializing on Sunday night shows, 
admissions to such performances be- 
ing by subscription. Along such lines 
the British authorities consider the 
presentations to be ‘private’ show- 
ings. Little or nu interference over 
the text of plays is given, and some 
being played which would probably 
not pass the censor if offered for the 
public performances. 


London Sunday system calls for 
the tryout of new plays and, while 
the presentations are supposed to be 
private, critics are generally invited 
and reviews appear in the dailies. 
If the Equity idea becomes an actu- 

(Continued on page 60) 


Considering Drop- | 


COMMITTEE TO REPORT 





DAY LEGITS 





vv 








That’s One Way 


Weather was raw and wet 
when the Theatrical Managers, 
Agents: and Treasurers Union 
started picketing five Broadway 
theatres Saturday (29). Most 
of.the placard bearers wcre 
boxoffice men out of jobs. At 
the Forrest theatre (Tobacco 
Road’) ‘the pickeis were told by 
the stage crew that they could 
have drinks gratis in the ad- 
joining hotel bar. 

Stagehands left an open tab 
in the bar for the ben7cfit of the 
chilled picketers. 





TMAT Pickets 5 Bway Houses As 
Blow at N. Y. 
Grisman Targets; AFL Angles 


Managers; Guild, 


Board of the Theatrical Managers, 
Agents Treasurers last week 
ordered the picketing of six Brozed- 
way theatres retaliation to the 
manegers’ to recognize the 
Houses picketed were those 
in which Theatre Guild attractions 
are pleying and those operated by 
Sam HH. 
denied he had any objection to his 
front of the house joining TMAT and 
claimed several are members. Union 
on the other hand, declared the 
manager had stated he would not en- 
1 gage members of the oranization. 
TMAT immediaieiy§ raised the 


and 


in 
refusal 
union, 


Grisman. Latter however, 








FILL 19,000 ADVANCES; 


Another new record for advance 
mail ticket selling is credited to ‘I'd 
Rather Be Right,’ Alvin, N. Y. Stated 
that 19,000 orders have already been 
filled, out-of-town orders being taken 
care of up to Jan. 10. Monday’s (22) 
first mail brought more than 550 or- 


ders from out of town and the sec- 
ond delivery included another 150 
There are 2,200 such applications on 
file for February performances. 
Early this week an added staff of 
five ticket sellers was assigned to the 
orders and new racks for tickets or- 





dered. B.o. staff was working Sun- 
days even before the show opened. 
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linitiation fee after advising the box 
office staffs, company managers and 
agents that they could apply for 
membership up to noon Saturday 
(20) upon filing application and pey- 
ing $36. After that hour the initia- 
tion went to $150. At one o'clock the 
picketing started, 

Houses affected were the Shubert 
and Broadhurst, which have the 
Guild’s ‘Amphitryon 38’ and the new 
‘Madame Bovary,’ and the Belxsco, 
Hudson and Windsor, which have 
‘Golden Boy,’ ‘Too Many Heroes’ and 
‘Work is for Horses,’ latter having 
opening last Saturday (20) night. 
Pickets were on half-hour shifts and 
when men were relieved, they re- 
placed others at the various houses 
affected. Monday the Guild was in- 
cluded, ‘The Ghost of Yankee 
Doodle’ having opened there. 

Complaint Against Guild 

Union’s complaint against the 
Guild is that organization’s practice 
of placing its own girls in boxoffices 
when its shows are operating. Re- 
sult is that the regular ticket staff 
is tossed out during such engae- 
ments, Guild contends that its sub- 
scription system is such that only its 
people can handle tickets properly. 


(Continued on page 54) 


‘Mulatto’ Management 
Pays Claim Vs. B’port 
Mer. to Fill Next Date 


Players and new management of 
‘Mulatto,’ which recently opened in 
Bridgeport, Conn., faced a perp!ex- 
ing situation when the house was 
attached by a Worcester, Maoss., 
| creditor who had a claim against the 
house manager, reputed to be one 
Ben Levene. Attachment was tound 
| to include the production and ward- 
robe of the cast. 

Although it was figured that the 
‘nelusion of the show property could 
have been voided in court, the 
show had no alternative but to pay 
out some $200 in order to fill the 
next engasement. Show monrves 
ment was reported getting the eo'n 
from the players, who refur’rd 
their salaries with the undersir>l- 
ing they would participate in pr-fi‘s. 

Mixed cast drama was ori*inelly 
presented by Martin Jones. It went 
to the road twice last season ond 
finally came a cropper in Philacel- 
phia, where the mayor ruled it im- 
proper. Present venture was put 
|} out by Hurst Amyx, actor, and 
Lillian Heath, non-pro. 

















‘Stager’s Radio Gadgets 


‘Something for Nothing,’ pley by 
Sid Schwartz and Harry J. Essex, 
which opens Nov. 25 at Providence, 
is centered on a typical radio cone 
test. Production will use a trene 
scription of Martin Block's voice. He 
is currently on the radio via ‘Make 
Believe Ballroom’ program over 
WNEW, N. Y. Other radio gadgets 
are inclied in plot. 

Schwartz was publicity director at 
WNEW until a few months ago and 
has been connected with radio in 
various capacities, including acting, 
for more than eight years. 























etna ce generat a 


Gir niperacesens- amas 


| 
: 
j 
{ 
4 
. 
i 
7 


54 VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 24, 1937 











LEGITIMATE 


— 








Free Space for FTP Has Chicago 
Show Biz Wondering How It's Done 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Publicity being grabbed in dailies 
by Federal theatre has commercial 
show business boys wondering how 
it’s done, since press stuff is suppos- 
edly on a strictly ad-linage basis in 
the majority of the papers and Fed- 
eral theatre cuts ads down to a mini- 
mum. 

All dailies are going overboard on 
Harry Minturn’s staging of Eugene 
O’Neill’s ‘The Straw’ and the revival 
of George Bernard Shaw’s' ‘The 
Devil’s Disciple,’ set to open Thurs- 
day night. Have increased picture 
space to the extent that two and 
three-column cuts are the general 
thing rather than one-column, as 





Future Plays 


‘Heavenly Express,’ fantasy by 
Albert Bein, may be produced 
by Burgess Meredith. He plans 
to play the lead. 

‘How te Get Tough About Ii,’ 





by Robert Ardrey, is Guthrie 
MeClintic’s third production of 
the year. Rehearsals starting 


around Christmas. 

‘Silent Partner,’ on the Group 
Theatre’s schedule, is Clifford 
Odets’ latest. 

‘Come Home to Reost’ tenta- 
tively on program of Richard 
Herndon. Comedy, by Richard 
Herendeen, tried out a year ago 
by Herndon in Boston, 

‘A to Z,’ novelty revue taking 
in all phases of show biz, slated 





heretofore. Also getting a plentiful 
supply of boxed stories and some by- 
line stuff from critics themselves. 

Last weekend. the project’s two} 
shows topped all other productions 
in town in amount of free space. 
Demonstrates new policy of papers, 
none of which would even recognize 
the existence of the Federal theatre 
the first of this year. 


Start-off of weekend was with the | 


Daily News using an amusement 
page streamer, something rarely done 
by the paper, carrying two half- 
column stories, and pictures. Other 
papers followed with pictures and 
releases, the only one shy being the 


Tribune, which missed the photo 
display. ; 
Outside the woudering-how-it’s- 


done by commercial boys, there is 
no other feeling—none of the latter 
expressing any resentment over the 
success of the project in grabbing | 
space even though not buying as| 
much in ads as the other shows are | 
doing. 


WYNN SHOW DUCKS PITT; 
FROM PHILLY INTO N. Y. 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 


Town's excitement at prospect of 
first musical show of season was 
short-lived when Shuberts decided 
Ed Wynn’s ‘Hooray for What’ was 
ripe for N. Y. Winter Garden after 
a month out and canceled scheduled 
further week’s testing here at Nixon 
Nov. 29. Piece instead goes direct 
from Philadelphia to New York for 








| 


for B’way debut next January 
backed by E, K. Nadel.. Edward 
J. Lambert and Sidney Richards 
collaborators on the book. 











Equity to Huddle With 


Managers on Threat To 


Enforce ATC Policies 


Equity council last week consid- 
| ered its recent resolution designed 
|to force into line all managers not 


| cooperating with policies of the 
Action 


| American Theatre Council. 
| resulted from managerial objection 


to the resolution. Equity had re- 
ferred to the resolution as ‘a new 
policeman on the theatrical beat? 
Paul Turner, Equity attorney, was 
instructed to confer with the legal 
advisor to the League of N. Y. The- 
atres with the idea of clarifying the 
resolution and rephrasing it to con- 
form with Equity’s statements that 
no such extreme would be resorted 
to without a preponderant agree- 
ment from the managers. 
It has been stated that the reso- 
lution never was formally adopted 
by council, but that a rough draft 
was agreed on subject to further 
consideration. According to the an- 
nounced version of the resolution, 
Equity proposes to enforce ATC 
moves by the cancellation of actor 
contracts. 


DULZELL TO COMPLETE 











opening Dec. 1. Another promised 
song-and-dance item, “Between the 
Devil,’ is also uncertain. If it doesn’t 
show up next month, burg will have 
had more than three months of legit 
far without a single musical, for 
which this town’s a pushover. 

Looks like Nixon will have its first 
dark session next week since season 
opened late in September. Nothing 
in sight to follow current ‘Victoria 
Regina’ and no booking yet for fol- 
lowing week either, Fredric March- 
Florence Eldridge play, ‘Yr. Obedi- 
ent Husband,’ scheduled for Dec. 13, 
is only thing in sight so far. Follow- 
ing stanza is Xmas week and house 
will definitely go dark then as per 
usual custom. 


Coast Bookers Organize 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 

Booking agents in the Los Angeles 
territory last week organized the 
California Theatrical Agents’ Assn. 
with Walter Trask, president, Al 
Wager vice-president, and Norman 
March secretary-treasurer. Around 
35 agencies are -represented in the 
membership. 

Body was formed following de- 
mands by a committee of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Actors for mini- 
mum wage scale for bookings. 


ENGAGEMENTS 











Clarence Derwent, Elfrida Der-| 


went, Barbara Barton, ‘Lady Precious 
Stream’ (Coast co.). 

Walter N. Greaza, George J. Lewis. 
Kay Miller, David Morris, Beatrice 
de Neergaard, ‘One Flight Down.’ 

June Clyde, Jack Whiting, ‘Hooray 
for What.’ 

- Vera Zorina, ‘I Married an Angel.’ 

Rose Hobart, Weldon Heyburn, J. 


Hammon Dailey, William Edmunds, | 


‘Siege.’ 
Rex O'Malley, ‘Merely Murder.’ 
Fraye Gilbert, ‘Room’ Service’ 
(New Haven co.). 


HIS TERM AT EQUITY 


Paul Dulzell will serve out his 
term as executive secretary of 
Equity, it was stated yesterday. E. J. 
Blumkall-so advised the council yes- 
terday after returning from the bed- 
side of the sick man. 

Dulzell was re-elected last spring 
for three years on the regular ticket 
with Frank Gillmore and others. 
Several weeks ago he presented his 
resignation which the council re- 
fused to accept. 

He has been abed several weeks 
and is now recovering from influ- 
enZa, 


FTP ‘Weavers’ Painted 
Red by L. A. Protestors 


Los Angeles, Nov. 23. 
Group of professionals opposed to 
the local setup of the Federal Thea- 
tre Project has filed protests with 
California congressmen and others 
against staging of ‘The Weavers,’ 
Gerhardt Hauptmann drama, on the 
ground that it is red propaganda. 
Leader of the protestors is Mrs. 
Clarence Myers, actress now resid- 
ing in Los Angeles. ‘Weavers’ is 
skeded to opening Thanksgiving day 
at the Mayan. 











‘Baker City (Ore.) O. H. 


Burns Down; Legit Cancels 
| Opera House at Baker City, Ore., 
gets very few roadshows anyway, 
| and with the destruction of the thea- 


| tre by fire last week, there’s little | 


| likelihood of a new one being built. 


| “Room Service,” which has been 
| doing in and out business on the 
ror } . 

|; Coast, was booked into the spot. 
|Claimed the house wes sold out in 


advance, 


Current Road Shows 


Week of Nov. 22 
‘Barchester Towers’ 





(Ina 


Claire), Royal Alexandria, To- 
ronto. 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ Marylend, 
Baltimore. 


‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn, Chicago. 








‘Brother Rat,’ Erlanger, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. 
‘Brown Sugar,’ Majestic, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
‘Dol’s House’ (Ruth Gordon, 
| Paul Lukas}, Davidson, Milwau- 
kee. 
‘Hooray for What’ (‘Ed Wynn), 
Forrest, Philadelphia. 
‘House Master,’ Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia 
‘Leaning on Letty’ (Charlotte 


Greenwood), Paramount, Toledo, 
O., (22); Hanna, Cleveland, O., 


| (28-27). 


‘Leve ef Wamen’ (Heather 


Ancel), Wilbur, Boston. 


‘Meércly Murder,’ McCarter, | 
Princeton, N. J. 

‘Monte Carlo Ballet Ruse,’ | 
Hershey Community, Hershey, | 


Pa. (24). 

‘Richerd Il’ (Maurice Evans), 
Ford's, Baltimore. 

‘Night This Way,’ 
(31). 
‘Room Service,” Copley, Bos- 
ton, 

‘Room Service,’ Baker, Baker 
City, Ore., (22); Pinney, Boise, 
Idaho, (23); Paramount, Salt 
Lake City, Utah, (24); Orpheum, 
Ogden, Utah, (25); Aude, Denver, 
(27-29). 

‘Shows of Shows,’ Geary, San 
Francisco. 

‘Stage Door’ (Joan 
Cox, Cincinnati, O. 

‘Three Waltzes,’ Opera House, 
Boston, 


Cass, Detroit 


Bennett), 


‘To Be Continued,’ National, 
Washington, D. C. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ St. Charles, 


New Orleans. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Rivoli, Port- 
land, Ore. 

*Tovarieh’ (Marta Abba), Shu- 
bert, Boston. 

*‘Tovarich’ (Eugenie Leonto- 
vich), Hipp, Terre Haute, Ind., 
(22); Memorial Aude, Louisville, 
Ky., (23); Victory, Dayton, O., 
(24); Fairbanks, Springfield, O., 
(25); Shrine Aude, Ft. Wayne, 
Ind., (26); Granada, South Bend, 
Ind., (27). 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Heler 
Hayes), Nixon, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

‘Women,’ Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ 
Grand Opera House, Chicago, Ill. 

“You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris, Chicago. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Plymouth, Boston. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Maryland, Cumberland, Md., 
(22); Jefferson, Charlotteville, 
(23); James, Newport News, 
(24); Lyric, Richmond, (25-27). 

‘Yr. Obedient Husband’ 
(Fredric March), Hartman, Co- 
lumbus, O. (26-27). 





Record Bocking List 


For Columbus; 4 Shows 


Columbus, Nov. 23. 

Beginning the day after Thanks- 
giving, Hartinan theatre will be dark 
only two nights in two weeks—some- 
thing of a local record. 

Shows booked in by Manager Rob- 
ert Boda are the Fredric March- 
Florence Eldridge starrer, ‘Yr. Most 
Obedient Husband,’ for Nov. 26-27; 
Charlotte Greenwood’s ‘Leaning on 
Letty,’ Nov. 29-Dec. 1; ‘Stage Door,’ 
Dec. 2-4, and ‘The Women,’ Dec. 7-8. 


Shows Out 


Only closing on Broadway last 
week was ‘The Bough Breaks’ which 
opened Friday (19) and closed the 
following night (20), after just three 
performances. It was given one of 
the severest critical drubbings in 
years, 











‘THE BOUGH BREAKS’ 
Opened Nov. 19, ’37. All 
critics went after this viciously, 





| Miracle,’ at the St. James, N. Y., 


——————————— 
Inside Stuff—Lesit 
Reason for the sudden postponement of ‘Four Cents a Word?’ is that John 
Cecil Holm wants to write the play singlehanded. Marc Connelly and Sam 
Spewack attended rehearsals of the show a few days before the scheduled 
opening and thought it had fine possibilities which could be exploited in 
a couple of days’ rewriting. 
Holm would have none of it, however, since he’s determined that nobody 
should say anybody else wrote his play. Is touchy on the fact that George 
Abbott directed ‘Three Men on a Horse’ and that many later stated con- 


versationally that he rewrote it. Abbott was billed as co-author. Holm 
locked himself in a hotel room to try to finish the rewriting job, but it 





| was finally considered best to postpone production. From a source close 
| to the managemert, it’s stated that the show will have another try in about 
+ six months. 


Stanley Preston Young, who wrote the drama in verse, ‘Robin Landing, 
one of last week’s debuts at the 46th Street, N. Y., is a book reviewer on 


the N. Y. Times. Play, which drew a thumbs down press, is not Young’s 


first effort for the stage. One, ‘In Praise of Husbands,’ was done by WPA 
in Bridgeport, Conn., last season. It was later tried in’ the summer the- 
atre at Matunuch, under the title of ‘Double Exposure,’ but a pen name 
was used. 

T. Edward Hambleton, associated with Sidney Harmon in 
‘Landing,’ is a wealthy youth who backed the Matunuch season. 


presenting 





Dock Street Theatre, Charleston, S. C., oldest legit house in the U. S., 


‘alluded to as the opera house, will present Farquhar’s ‘The Recruiting 


Officer,’ Saturday evening (27), Events accompanied by a musica! recital, 


-will start at 7:30 p. m. and is billed as a ‘festive and formal opening.’ 


House, which has been remodeled, dates back two centuries and so does 
the comedy. Presentation is under the auspices of the mayor and city 
council and it is hoped to intersperse road attractions among local enter- 
tainment sponsored by the city. 

Mrs. Lillian Bernard Tonge, who has a small part in ‘Father Machachy’s 
requested that she be given the star’s 
dressing room because her legs were in bad condition. Actress did not get 
the specified quarters, but a room was made available so she may get to 
the stage with a minimum of effort on her part. 

Mrs. Tonge is being treated daily at a hospital. 





Solty Smallman is out of Leblang’s ticket agency, N. Y., with which he 
was connected for 19 vears, having started as an office boy. Staff pre- 
sented him with a wrist watch and understood the agency paid him a 
bonus of two months’ salary. 

Smallman plans opening an agency on his own. 





Dorothy Bryant, who resigned the leadership of Chorus Equity after 
serving for 18 years, was accorded a special honor by Equity’s council 
which acts for both associations. Ordered that her name be continued on 
the letterheads as Executive Secretary Emeritus. Letter of praise was sent 


Mrs. Bryant. 


She is on an extended South American trip. 





Two young showmen connected with last week’s Broadway openings, 


made quick departures to Hollywood 


after the premieres. Sidney Harmon 


co-producer of ‘Robin Landing,’ returned to the Paramount lot, while Gar- 
son. Kanin, who staged “Too Many Heroes,’ went to the Goldwyn studio. 





TMAT Pickets | 





, approve of the unionization of our 
/ executives,’ 





Whipple (World-Tele.) — said, 
| ‘Kindest thing would be to ig- 
nore it completely” Brown 
(Post) ‘As a thre. 1aracter 
Play it has three ¢ aaraciers too 
many.’ Andersen (Journal) 
‘There were moments when I 
| thought it would not survive 
it’s own second act.’ 


| 





7 i 
Play had a thr>.s 
ja short bankroll, 











-person cast and | 


| follow, 


» (Continued from page 53) 





Grisman has given no special reason 


or his alleged opposition to his staff’s | 


joining. 
Showdown Dive 

Question arose whether the stage- 
hands and actors whose unions are 
affiliates of the American Federation 
of Labor, as is TMAT, would ‘pass 
the picket line.’ There was no in- 
terruption of performances and since 
TMAT has not been taken in by 
IATSE no participation from the lat- 
ter is expected at this time. Same 
goes for other stage unions but 
TMAT seeks a showdown on its 
labor affiliation. Pointed out that 
when Equity attempted to organize 
Hollywood in 1929 it received no 
support from any other labor union, 
but unionization has spread and de- 
veloped since then, 


There was some delay in starting 
the performance of ‘Golden Boy’ at 
Saturday’s matinee. Show was put 
on by the Group Theatre, rated a 
radical organization. Players argued 
over the propriety of going on in 
face of the picketing, but the curtain 
rose at three o'clock, when it was 
certain that the stagehands had taken 
no sympathetic action. 


Belasco Imposse 


Managements of the theatres and 
shows involved had signs hastily 
painted announcing that ‘All actors, 
musicians and stage employees of 
this theatre belong to the American 
Federation of Labor unions, with 
which we cooperate wholeheartedly 
and cordially. However, we do not 


Anticipating some action from the 
party, beeause of its labor affiliation. 
Grisman shifted a treasurer who is 
in the TMAT from the Windsor to 
the Belasco. When he exhibited his 
union card, the party entered the 
theatre. Otherwise the performance 
might have been called off. 

TMAT ruled that the ticket seller, 
whom the manager recently brought 
over from Philadelphia, had passed 
the picket line and his card was 
withdrawn, possible suspension to 





Stated that had he remained 
at the Windsor there would have 
been no such action. 

Group sent a committee to TMAT | 
Monday (22) with the request that | 
the pickets be called off that eve- 
ning because the house had been sold 
out in advance to a labor organiza- 





tion. Demonstrating union replied it 
would make no exception and that 
the picket line would be formed as 
ordered. 

Claim set up is that company man- 
agers, agents and treasurers are 
‘confidential executives’ who ‘handle 
our funds’ and are ‘vested with dis- 
cretion in a large number of matters 
and in many instances have the 
right to engage and discharge labor.’ 
Guild claimed it had never refused 
to employ members of the TMAT and 
also that its girl ticket sellers feared 
that if they joined the TMAT they 
would be forced out to make way 
for unemployed boxoffice treasurers. 

Boxoffice men in line criticized the 
claims and spoofed the idea that they 
are executives. There appears to be 
some doubt about the grouping of 
the three classifications in one or- 
ganization and union heads have 
been inclined to agree that company 
managers should not be active mem- 
bers of the union. 

Picketing is to be continued in- 
definitely, it is understood. TMAT 
plans to enter the picture theatre 
field and place managers and treas- 
urers in all major houses. Also seeks 
to have member ticket men in all 
places where tickets of admission are 
sold. Some are now being used as 
checkers by motion picture produc- 
ers where films are on percentage. 
Believed that jobs can be found for 
all in the union and the picketing 
move is the first result of the mem- 
bers’ demand for action. 

The New York Theatrical Press 
Agents who have declined unioniza- 
tion sent word that TMAT ‘does not 
speak for Broadway press agents. 
Not a single p.a. of any current 
Broadway attraction is a member of 
TMTA,’ 





Gamekeeper Anderson 


Maxwell Anderson has bought & 
1,000-acre fur farm and game pre- 
serve in the village of Hudson, Me., 
according to advices from _ there. 
Stanley and Mrs, Oliver, the writer's 
brother-in-law and sister, are to 
spend the winter at the farm and 
will be joined next summer by the 
Andersons. 

Understood the playwright 
construction of a studio for use next 
summer. He will continue to make 
his permanent home near Nyack. 
N. Y., a few miles outside New Yor’ 
City. 


plans 
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Interview’ Scorches WPA Execs: 


FIP ‘Very Much Alive and Active 





WPA theatre heads burned last 
week over an article appearing in 
the dailies to the effect that the proj- 
ect was a complete flop and ‘already 
as good as dead.’ Mrs, Ellen S. 
Woodward, assistant administrator in 
charge of professional WPA projects, 
issued a sharp denial from Washing- 
ton, where the offending article was 
date-lined. 

Present allocation of funds for the 
Theatre Project extends until next 
June 30, but it is known that more 
coin has already been applied for to 
cover at least six months beyond 
that date. 

J. Howard Miller, assistant to Mrs. 
Hallie Flanagan, national director, 
was supposed to have furnished the 
interview, but on the date quoted he 
was on the Coast surveying the field 


to which he was originally assigned. | 


He is now attached to the New York 
project. 
‘numerous errors and misrepresen- 
tations,’ although it was conceded it 
may have been based to some degree 
on an 
two months previous. 
‘spoke coolly of salvaging the wreck- 
age.’ 

Mrs. Flanagan was described in the 
article as ‘day dreaming’ of an ex- 
panded theatrical horizon, but it is 
pointed out that the project is op- 
erating in 40 cities within 22 states. 
Denied, too, that the intent is to es- 
tablish a permanent national theatre, 
with work relief merely a secondary 
objective. Real reason for the proj- 
ect, according to the Woodward 
statement, is relief for unemployed 
actors, but that has been decried any 
number of times by some project ex- 
ecutives. As for a national theatre 
under a WPA setup, that could only 
be a ‘possible eventuality at some 
future time.’ 


Stated that no unit in the theatre | a moderate salary but was not called 
project is entirely self-supporting, | for rehearsal. 
due to many limitations under which | his part was cut out in revision of 
jt works, yet the article in question | the book. Other player not called 
had Miller claiming the unit in San | had a minor part at minimum salary. 
Diego had earned an annual profit | But he had a run-of-the-play ticket 


of 45%, while one in Paris, IIL, 
earned 40%. Mrs. Woodward de- 
ciared Miller ‘could never have made 
this statement’ and pointed out there 
is no unit in the Illinois town men- 
tioned. 


Denied, too, that the government 
had decided to close the project, as 
insinuated in the story. Fact that 
there are now 8,915 on the payrolls 
as against 12,263 last season, is ex- 
plained as the result of the reduction 
in the whole WPA setup starting last 
July. Declared the project is ‘very 
much alive and active.’ 


LEGIT GROUP ACTIVE 
IN PRO-CHINA MOVES 


Theatre Arts Committee for De- 
mocracy and Peace will henceforth 
be the title of the group of legiters 
which has hitherto been active in 
money raising for Spain, China and 
anti-Fascist causes. Switch in title 
was to allow for expansion, accord- 
ing to Hester Soncergaard, who made 
the announcement at a legiters’ rally 
for China held Monday (22) night 
at the Hudson theatre, N. Y. 


Lee Simonson presided at the 
meeting at which nearly $300 was 
raised by Martin Wolfson, who made 
the collection speech. Contributors, 
many from the Group, included 
Frances Farmer, Leif Erickson, Mor- 
ris Carnovsky, Jules Garfield, Phoebe 
Brand, Emanuel Eisenberg, Ernest 
Cossart, Luther Adler, Arthur Kober, 


Sheppard Strudwick, Ted Berger and 
Joe Julian, 


; Stage was decked out with Span- 
ish, Chinese and American flags. 
Speakers included Arthur Kober, 
Pao-Chen Shih, Nat’l Student sec’y 
of the Chinese YWCA, Dorothy Mc- 
Connell, Coburn Goodwin, Haru 
Matsui, a Japanese girl who spoke 
vs. Japanese militarism; Ferdinand 
L. Kerran and Dr. Ch’ao Ting Chi, 
editor of Amerasia. 

In his speech Kober revealed that 
when Ernest Hemingway was in Hol- 
lywood recently he had 
$14.500 from 15 stars for an am- 
bulance for Spain. Also commented 








on freezeout given Mussolini's son | lowing 


from Hollywood anti-Fascists. 


Meeting was urged to 


3 


interview given by Miller | 





Claimed the yarn contained | 


Story said he | 





raised | 


boycott 


q 





Hallie Speaks 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Mrs. Hallie Flanagan, Fed- 
eral. Theatre Project head, told 
1,300 performers at a meeting 
here last night that ‘the Coast 
has contributed handsomely to 





the eminent success being 
achieved’ by the government 
venture. 


She said she welcomes honest 
criticism, but threatened to 
clean out the group of radicals 
who have been keeping the lo- 
cal organization in a turmoil. 
She defended the production 
here next week of ‘The Weav- 
ers’ against charges of commu- 
nism on the ground that ‘every- 
thing in the theatre must have 
a little powder in it.’ 

Also said that around 1,000 
FTP workers had left the ranks 
for other occupations during the 
year. J. Howard Miller, her 
assistant, likewise spoke glow- 
ingly of the strides made by the 
project. 











Two Salary Claims Vs. 
Shuberts’ ‘Devil’; Cast 


Changes for ‘Hooray’ 





Claims have been filed by two 
players who were let out of ‘Between 
the Devil,’ although they had run-of- 


the-play contracts. Howard Dietz- 
Arthur Schwartz musical, which was 
taken off for revision after trying out 
in Philadelphia, was put back in re- 
hearsal last week by the Shuberts. 


One of those making claims is Jo- 
seph Laturo, who was engaged for 


Management stated 


and will receive salary also. Laturo 
is a radio performer, 


Affair is not a matter of arbitra- 
tion, Equity rules, holding that an 
actor holding a run-of-the-play con- 
tract must be paid as long as the 
show is on. Only stipulation is that 
such actor cannot accept an engage- 
ment elsewhere. 


Cast changes in ‘Hooray for What"’, 
another Shubert musical naw in its 
second week of a Philadelphia try- 
out, have Jack Whiting replacing 
Roy Roberts and June Clyde going 
in for Hannah Williams. Latter was 
dissatisfied with the: song numbers 
assigned her. Miss Clyde was brought 
on from Hollywood where she was 
in pix. She also was in films in 
England. 


‘Hooray’ is due at the Winter Gar- 
den, N. Y., next Wednesday (1). 





Philadelphia, Nov. <3. 


In bowing out of ‘Hooray for 
What!’ here last week, Hannah Wil- 
liams explained that the songs were 
okay, ‘but not for me.’ Singer had 
two numbers in the show, ‘In the 
Shace of the Old Apple Tree’ and 
‘I've Gone Romantic on You,’ by 
Harold Arlen. 


Two of the local crix agreed with 
Miss Williams that she’d be better 
off minding her hubby and babies, 
while two distinctly liked her. Lat- 
ter pair (who, incidentally, are also 
music crix for their sheets) are a. m. 
reviewers and left the theatre before 


James F. Reilly Quits 
As Par’s Legit Manager 


James F. Reilly, who has been 
|general manager of the Charles 
Frohman office for Paramount since 
Gilbert Miller withdrew from that 
post, will relinquish the position 
Jan. 1. His assignment was man- 
agement of the film company’s legit 
activities. With Par through with 
such activity indefinitely, however, 





Shows in Rehearsal 





Reilly found too little to do, save 
acting on the managerial labor com- 
mittee. Par’s sole legit interest at 
| this time is in the Lyceum theatre, | 
| N. ¥. 
| Reilly was with the Frohman out- | 
| fit for 35 years. 





AUDISH TALENT 
FOR MANAGER 
LOOK-SEE 





| So-called Apprentice Theatre, 
| which consists of a committee named | 
by the Amezican Theatre Council to | 
uncover possible new talent among 
|hundreds of aspirants who com- 
plained they had no way of display- 
ing their talent, this week started 
auditioning some 500 embryos. 

Several directors and managers are | 
sitting in and passing judgment on 
the tyros, most of whom are from 
drama schools and colleges, Each 
aspirant is given 30 minutes in 
which to read certain passaces of 
published plays and then a 15-min- 
ute audition. When the list is weeded 
out, all managers seeking talent will 
be invited to observe those selected 
as stage possib’lities. Understood 
several hundred aspirants were 
dropped after in‘erv.ews, 

Committee’s activities also concern | 
young players wno are members 0. 
Equity or have p!ayed small parts, 
but who have had little chance at 
jobs. They constitute a _ separate 
group or ciassification. There are 14 
‘companies’ being rehearsed daily 
and will give private performances 
when ready, also for managerial ob- 
servation. 


MERCURY’S ‘CAESAR’ 
A DEFINITE CLICK 


Success of the acclaimed modern 
version of ‘Julius Caesar,’ at the 
former Comedy theatre, now the 
Mercury, N. Y., is no longer in 
doubt. All tickets priced from 55c 
to $1.65 have been disposed of up 
to Dec. 27, the distribution having 
been made by the boxoffice. Ticket 
brokers have taken blocks of lower 
floor tickets which are $2.20 top. 


Takings the first full week topped 
$6,000. House is of limited capacity, 
having 682 seats on three floors. 
Possible gross at the scale is about 
$7,000, but many parties were ar- 
ranged and subscription of other 
groups, such as the Theatre Union, 
which presented radical drama on 
14th street, are being absorbed. 

Mercury theatre group will adhere 
to its repertory plan, although the 
surprise success of ‘Caesar’ has ex- 
tended that engagement longer than 
intended. After ‘Caesar,’ ‘The Shoe- 
maker’s Holiday’ will go on, with 
‘The Dutchess of Malfi’ to follow. 
Revival of ‘Heartbreak House’ is 
also slated, but ‘Caesar’ may be re- 
peated. This Sunday (28) the Mer- 
cury people will give ‘The Cradle 
Will Rock,’ novelty operetta, 








|zell, is being considered. 


‘Wine of Choice,” Theatre 
Guild. 

‘One Flight Down,’ Arthur 
Hammerstein. 

‘One Thing After Another’ 
(‘Barn Storm’), Walter Craig. 


‘Stop-Over’ (‘Truce With To- 
morrow’), Chase Productions. 

‘Tell Me Pretty Maiden’ ‘‘In- 
terview’), Bushar and Tuerk. 

‘Who’s Who,’ Elsa Maxwell 
and Leonard Sillman. 

‘Between the Devil’ (revised), 
Shuberts ). 

‘Siege,”, Norman Bel Geddes. 

‘Something For Nothing,’ Stu- 
art Chase. 

‘The Shoemaker’s 
Mercury Theatre. 


Equity Mulis Aide 
To Gilmore, Dulzel:; 
Maybe an Outsider 


Holiday,’ 











New appointee officer of Equity, to 
assist Frank Gillmore and Paul Dul- 
Idea, which 
for 
some time, appears to have crystal- 
lized after the new New York City 


has been under consideration 


administration last week announced 
the appointment of a deputy mayor 
to assist Mayor LaGuardia. 
Committee is working on the selec- 
tion, which may be made from the 
Equity membership but is 
likely to be otherwise. 
vocated such an assistant from the 
outside some time ago but 
realized that an efficient executive 
could not be secured unless paid 


more than a nominal salary. Matter 
was dropped but quickly adopted by 
the council when it was pointed out 
that first Gillmore and now Dulzell 
had been downed by illness. 


Gillmore estimated it would re- 
quire at least three months to break 
in an assistant, even if Dulzell re- 
considers his resignation and is soon 
able to return to his desk. Equity 
head pointed out that he is overdue 
to assume the executive-directorship 
of the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America. Committee assigned to 
choose the new officer consists of Au- 
gustus Duncan, Phillp Loeb, Richard 
Whorf and Robert T. Haines. 


CO-OP EXPLOITATION 
BOOMS ST. LOO LEGIT 


St. Louis, Nov. 23. 


With the aid of the Playgoers’ 
Assn, and a sock promotional tieup 
with KMOX legit in this town is 
turning its ledger complexion from 
red to rosy black after several chilly 
winters. Outstanding attention-get- 
ter was evolved by Jerry Hoekstra, 
director of the station’s public affairs 
department, and the Playgoers. 
Opening night of every opus finds 
Josephine Halpin and Marvin E. 
Mueller doing a behind-scenes inter- 
view with biggies of cast for a 15- 
minute wax, which is played to 
KMOX dialers later in the same eve- 
ning. 


more 
Gillmore ad- 


it was 














Act Two was finished. Evening aisle- 
sitter; were not so kind. | 


Miss Williams had a run-of-the- | 
play binder. Amicable agreement on 
waiving it was reached, however, it 
was reported. Jack Dempsey (sing- 
er’s hubby), who never yenned his 
frau’s return to the boards, anyway, 
was understood pleased at the with- 
drawal. 


Mitchell Laid Up 


Theodore Mitchell, 
ithe Theatrical Managers, 
and Treasurers’ union, entered a 
hospital Friday (19) with an attack 
of: pleurisy. Disaffection did 
hinder the start of picketing of half 
a dozen Broadway theatres the fol- 
day. Action was ordered 
i by the board. 
Jack McCarron, 





president of 





| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
1 


executive secre- 


Japanese goods, especially silk stock-| tary of the union, is the acting 


ings. About 250 attended. 


head. 


Agents | 


not | 


‘Lady Precious’ on Coast 


Coast rights to ‘Lady Precious 
Stream’ have been obiained by Merle 
Armitage, Los Angeles showman, 
who will present it at the Philhar- 


| 


|monie Hall there beginning Dec. 27. 


Manager also has the rights to 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ which he will offer 
after the enzasement of the Chinese 
novelty. ‘Lady’ was presented on | 
Broadway by Morris Gest, whe sub- 
sequently sent it on tour of the east 
and mid-west. It had been done pre- 
viously in Europe. 

‘Lady’ will play a week in Los An- 
geles, two in San Francisco, followed 
by a week of one-nighters and pos- 
sible further dates. Clarence Der- 
went, who appeared in the Broad- 
way production, will stage the Coast 
presentation, with Elfrida Derwent, 
Barbara Barton, Jess Wynn and Al- 
bert Whitley in the company from 
| New York, the rest of the cast of 50 
recruited on the Coast. 


| Reed 


/only legit house. 


|; missionary work on ticket 


Big names on informal interviews 
have been Paul Lukas, Eugenie Le- 
ontovich, Dennis King, Florence 
and Charlotte Greenwood. 
Stunt has been good for both KMOX 
and the American theatre, the town’s 
Plentiful newspa- 
per blurbs, direct mail and personal 
sale by 
Playgoers also gets results. KMOX 
grabbed exclusive privileges for this 
stunt and the station has received 
many complimentary letters on the 


| idea. 


HARPIST FOR ‘WALTZES’ 
Philade!phia, Nov. 23. 

When ‘Three Waltzes’ opens at 
Chestnut here next Monday (29) 
night, there’ll be a femme harpist in 
the pit with the reguiar band. 
| String-plunker is Ariel Perry, who 
last appeared in Rainbow Room, 
N. Y. 

She'll accompany the musical when 
‘it moves to New York. 


4 


Brokers Expect Tax Claim Cuts; 
Govt Adds 5% Penalty; Protests 


Broadway ticket agencies, against 
which heavy tax assessments were 
recently filed, expect Washington to 
modify the levies. Revenue Dept. 
claims are on the ground that insuf- 
ficient money was paid on admis- 
sions taxes under a strict interpre- 
tation of the law. 

Until some word is forthcoming in 
regard to the brokers’ efforts to ob- 
tain an easement, none is reported 
offering to settle. All those involved 


received new assessment bill last 
week, adding 5% penalty to the 


amounts claimed. 

Meanwhile another movement has 
been made to eliminate ticket taxes, 
but not on the part of the agencies. 
Managerial interests have again ap- 
pealed to Washington to remove the 
tax, claiming it is killing the theatre. 
William A, Brady, who campaigned 
for such removal before, is credited 
with doing so again. 

Some theatre’ treasurers have 
made small payments on their as- 
sessments, which are based on the 
claim that any gratutities over the 
boxoffice price are excess money. 
Most, however, are unable to meet 
the demands of the Government and 
percentage penalties may also be 
tacked on such claims, 

Most flagrant evasion of the 50-50 
collection which the government 
seeks for béxoffice people is alleged 
to have been made by a managerial 
firm which required its treasurers to 
kick in half or more of any gratu- 
ities, but gave the boxoffice people 
no receipts. Plight of those treas- 
urers is that they are looked to bv 
the government for the share of 
money which they turned over to 
the management. Such b.o. people 
ire in a spot, not being able to com- 
plain to the government nor the 
management. 


SELWYN’S S. F. VENTURE; 
N. Y. AND COAST LEGIT 


San Francisco, Nov. 23. 

Interest in ire Geary ‘sneaire bere 
was bought last week by Arch Sel- 
wyn, according to Louis R. Lurie, 
with whom he will be associaied as 
part-owner of this legit house. Sel- 
wyn will have charge of bookings. 

Plans have already been made for 
Selwyn to present several new plays 
during the season. He will use New 
York and Hollywood casts. Follow- 
ing runs from two to four weeks 
each here, the plays will be pro- 
duced in New York. Well-known 
concert artists and roadshow films 
also will be presented at the Geary 
from time to time, according to 
Selwyn. 

First of the new offerings will be 
a comedy, ‘The School House on the 
Lot’ with George Jessel. Sam H. 
Harris will be associated with Sel- 
wyn in this production. Second 
presentation will be a play dealing 
with San Francisco in the 1850's, at 
the time of the gold rush. This will 
have three important stars, and its 
authors are Bradley King and Eu- 
gene Walter. 

New York stage productions which 
will be seen at the Geary are ‘Yes 
My Darling Daughter,’ ‘The Women’ 
and ‘You Can’t Take It With You.” 
Selwyn will have offices here, in 
Hollywood and New York and it is 
his plan later on to establish in San 
Francisco a school of acting, with the 
hope of finding talent for both thea- 
tre and screen. 


Burns Wins Dismissal 


George Burns (and Allen) won a 
dismissal from N. Y. Federal Judge 
John C. Knox as one of the de- 
fendants in a breach of contract suit 
brought by Sam H. Grisman, legit 
producer. Burns was the only one 
to answer the suit and Judge Knox 
|agreed with his attorneys that he 
| could not be held individually liable 
| in the matter. 
| Grisman, besides Burns, had 
named Jack Benny, George Jessel, 
Bert Wheeler, Robert Milford and 
the Glory For All, Inc., owners of 
| the play of that name, for breaching 
lan agreement made a year ago to 
|furnish the play and to send on a 
j}cast from the Coast, provided Gris-« 
| man would obtain a house in which 
| to produce it. He got the 48th St 
theatre but alleges the defendants 

failed to carry out their end of the 

agreement, He sued for $10,000 
| camages. 
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Plays Out of Town 





BROWN SUGAR | 


Brooklyn, Nov. 22. 
three acts (nine scenes), 
Majestic, Nov. 22, ‘37, by 


Melodrama in 
Presented at the 





George Abbott Written by Bernie Angus, | 
staged by George Abbott; sets, Cirker & | 
Robbins. Features Juan Hernandez, Chris- 
tola Williams, Beulah 4.. Edmonds, Georg- 
ette Harvey; $2.20 top. ‘ 
Bartender... a3 cue Bewe .... Richard Huey 
Tom Warfield. ........++.- T. Burton Smith 
POR. Conve sues eee Se Ae 
Lenn .. Martin de C. Slade 
Cha HO kkk | cee 60 bee h 8s hanes ira Johnson 
Rub weeeeeee-Keathryn Lavall 
Slim . é -eeeee. Alvin Childress 
Ss al re Juan Hernandez 
} Christola Williams 
Sylvester... . ftichard McMeyer: 
Tar ....eeee.-Paul Johnson | 
Mu “4a whee Meese, vic Burroughs | 
Louch ; _....eulah L. Edmonds | 
Barak. eke . Ruby Elzy! 
Jeb : Searuisictrt ine Bertram Holmes | 
Oheer 1, Julian Miles} 
Man ..Jimmy Waters 
Rosce Tp RT pe ee yaee Haven Johnson 
Hen: od ae os kde ekh 18 ce ae Canada Lee 
Lil Sed Go Sense cee sees Georgette Harvey 
BiUCUBe 4 ois cae 00. ccadcovies Butterfly McQuecn 
BP RRUOT YS cbc neg etind'g 64 teres William Tinney 
George..... 2 re a rn 
0.) es oer re re ES Beth Dixon 
iedicn 6 ate ddenin vuhee 4400084 SoeO Re Irene Hil) 
oi wo! Peer err rir Tr john Shellie 
First Mate... ....ccccccceesses Ernest Rowan 
Ofticer Kent...............George W. Smith 
CP TAGs obo oe cdiviseeses George Fitzpatric) 
PCOMSED , 2a.6 is «o's h0.cs< ewaeees Fred Wallace 








Play has a large Negro cast, with} 
only a couple of white actors, but, 
excepting for its Harlem locale and 
some of the language, is not pri-} 
marily dependent on characters be- 
ing blacks. No great play, but it has 
possibilities of being good entertain- 
ment. That will depend on what re- 
visions are made during its tryout, 
how much more tempo, comedy re- 
lief and excitement can be injected 
before it’s brought over the river. 

Deals with the efforts of Louella 
Jackson to save her unfaithful, scal- 
awag but otherwise innocent hus- 
band, Sam, from the police, who 
want him as an accomplice for mur- 
der. To do this and not lose her 
spouse, she has also to shield the real 
criminal, Rosa Linda, a Harlem 
nitery hatcheck girl, who has Sam’s 
illicit affection. 

While the pair hide out in a closet 
in Louella’s flat, she cultivates an 
ardent detective. He gets her con- 
nected with an Afro-American Elsa 
Maxwell nitery operator, Lily May 
and Louella is about to get a job 
when recognized by the Harlem 
numbers king, Musken. Latter wants 
the reward for the fugitive pair, and 
helps police capture Rosa Linda, but 
not before Sam has been tipped off 
and flees to a Jamaica-bound tramp 
steamer. Last scene has police mak- 
ing futile search for Sam at the pier. 
Curtain falls on the revenge murder 
of the numbers king, Musken, by a 


violated and who has sought the 
racketeer almost from the beginning 
of the play. 

‘Sugar’ is given a convincing Har- 
lem background by the Cirker & 
Robbins settings, outstanding among 
which are Lily May’s salon and the 
Harlem bar, which help the show. 
Most dominant and finished perform- 
ance in the play is Georgette Har- 
vey's interpretation of the Lily May 
role Beulah Edmonds as Louella. 
and Christola Williams as Rose 
Linda, rivals for Sam’s affections 
should gain tempo and confidence in 
plaving, and can nearly get by as is. 

Character given Sam by Juan Fer- 
nandez doesn’t arouse enough sym- 
pathy, but perhaps it’s because he’s 
made to appear too slow-witted. Eric 
Burroughs as Musken isn’t villainous 
enough. Richard McMeyers does a 
nice piece as Le Roy the flatfoot, and 
there’s also an amusing bit by Lily 
Mav's maid. 

Play does not drag, but it doesn’t 
move fast enough to give it neces- 
sary tenseness. Needs reworking of 
the second and final act curtains. 
Most effective moment is when Lou- 
ella sings her number at Lily Mav’s 
second audition, direction here jell- 
ing better than at any other point in 
the vroduction. 

Nevlisible effort to plug the show 
is beine mede at the tryout, with no 
ads and no press. Idea is apparently 
not to bother with anything but the 
production. 





Barchester Towers 
Buffalo, Nov. 19. 


Guthrie McCNintic presents Ina Claire in 
a comedy in three acts and four scenes; 
staged by MecClintic; with Florence Edney, 
Frederick Graham, John Williams, Pamela 
Simpson, Oswalde Yorke, Mackenzie Ward, 
Ruth Matteson, Effie Shannon, J. M. Ker- 
rigan, Damian O'Flynn, Henry Vincent and 
others; production designed by Joe Miel- 
Ziner, 


Now comes Guthrie McClintic’s 
second production of the current sea- 
son, ‘Barchester Towers,’ a_ free 
adaptation by Thomas Job of An- 
thony ‘Trollope’s novel, with Ina 
Claire in the featured role. Essen- 
tially a light comedy of manners, it 
bears all the unmistakable touches 
of McClintic’s producing artistry—a 
colorful and charming production, 
strikingly beautiful costumes and 
dress, superb lighting effects and a 





flawless acting performance by a 
strong cast of sterling character 
actors. 


As a drama, however, it is heavily 
overboard on dialog. In many places 
the dialog is spread so thin that it 
frequently becomes meager theatre. 
The story gets under way slowly and 
even when near the close of the first 


act it begins to pick up momentum, 
the pace continues leisurely. some- 
times dragging badly in spots. 

Like most comedy of its type, 
much of the motivation is artificial 
and some of the best dramatic situa- 
tions are obviously carpentered. 
McClintiec’s directing genius, how- 
ever, brings to the play an artistry 
of production and a perfection of 
performance which should furnish 
assurance of a good degree of suc- 
cess. 

Laid in an old English cathedral | 
town in the 1850's, ‘Towers’ is a} 
satirical comedy dealing with the 
church and churchmen. The open- 
ing scene has the dean of the cathe- 
dral near death, leaving two young 
clergymen as rivals for the post. 
Each has his partisan supporters. 
The play deals with the ruses and 
strategies invented by the opposing 
groups to advance their favorite to 
the Deanship. 

Miss Claire heads the faction sup- 
porting the handsome young clergy- 
man-hero while his opponent, the 
menace, is supported by the group 
of feminine bluenoses. Of course, the 
Claire faction eventually triumphs, 
through the artifiicialities, wiles and 
machinations of its saucy leader. 
Much comedy emphasis is laid upon 
the contrast between the cosmopoli- 
tan sophistication of Miss Claire and 
the conservative provincialism of the 
English countryside. It is not the 
theme but the locale which is new 
and arresting. 

Trollope serves in English literature 
as one of the bridges from the arti- 
ficiality of the Victorian period to 
the realism of the early present cen- 
tury. But there is little of the origi- 
nal left in this play. Admittedly a 
‘free adaptation’ of the novel, using 
only the original characters and at- 
mosphere, the «<ntire plot is manu- 
factured by the present author. 
There was enough in the original 
character of the heroine, however, 
to tag her as a forerunner of the 
modern woman. Job has expanded 
and developed the role, tailoring it 
to Miss Claire’s specifications until 
it becomes that of a sparkling, super- 
sophisticated grasswidow, with a gift 
for keen observation and caustic 
comment which seems almost neo- 


modern in an age of ultra-conser-| Ralph Urmy. director; Frances McCune, 
vati sroduction manager; Fred Huxley, techni- 
"i fie j ; rae director; Rita Glover, art director. 
Effie Shannon is delightful as a Opened Nov. 16, 1987. : 
wees old spinster friend and James Burbage ideas Thomas Browne Henry 
Florence Edney turns in a keen per-} jxjen Burbage....-..-.--+-+- ‘Sue Baldwin 
formance as the acidulous foil for | Richard Burbage........-.--- Barton Booth 
Miss Claire’s strategems and sallies, | Cuthbert Burbage.......-.-- Dana Andrews 
j ; trar tichare dlir 
On the male side, the acting honors | Job" Brasne. ..--s-+++0se+--- ee? naan 
: . Margaret Brayne....ec.-se--: Wa) 
ave evenly distributed. The charac- BUM .cccete vc seeete -...- Anneite Belove | 
ters are limmed with deft, sure! Gyles Alleyn....... A. D. Willard, Jr. 
strokes. Special bows, perhaps, | S¢r Alley Mees ceeeemeneeseeces Ann Melvin 
should go to John Williams for his | ove, | CSeT rr ttre aD Maxes 
unctuous and ingratiating Dr. Slope, |‘ Very ‘Young Man.........- Louis Brena 
the menace; to McKenzie Ward asS| Cain .........0..-ceceeeeeees: Robert Blair 


the foppish, butterfly brother who 
is allotted some of the funniest lines 
in the play: to Damian O’Flynn as 
the handsome and connvincing hero; 
Oswalde Yorke’s more than suffi- 
ciently stodgy father; and to J. M. 
Kerrigan who gives a sympathetic 
performance as the old arch-bishop, 
full of human frailities. 

In character and atmosphere, the 
story has good picture possibilities. 
In a season not overly burdened with 
superior dramatic fare, this one, 
mostly by reason of its emphasis on 
fine acting and superlative investi- 
ture, furnishes a lively evening in 
the theatre which should easily en- 
able it to make the Broadway grade. 

Burton. 


Washington, Nov. 22. 

Comedy in three acts. Presented at the 
National theatre Nov. 22, °37, by Morris 
Green and James J. Fero; written by 
Charles George; directed by Melville Burke; 
settings, Cleon Throckmorton; $2 top. 
Mrs. Robert Andrews......... Thais Lawton 
Pamela Pennington., eeeee--.Laella Gear 
Celia Pennington... «+e+eTookie Hunter 
Dwight Largdon... eeeccee Richard Jack 
Elsie Andrews...... «+e..Dorothy Bernard 
Gardiner Dickinson...........William David 
Grace Tillman,.......+......Claire Carleton 
Mrs. Minnie Sterling... 
Mrs. Franklin Coleman,... 








Elaine Carley......... eecees Louise Kirtland 
Christopher Coffman........G. Albert Smith 
Ryder Peenington........ Donald Mackenzie 
Mrs. Madge Duval............04 Julio Brown 


Rey. Stephen Cartwright....Sherling Oliver 


This is described as a ‘comedy 
having to do with a woman who sees 
no harm in taking romance where 
she finds it.’ And that sums it up 
pretty well. Actor Charles George 
has packed more entertainingly 
risque wisecracks into three acts than 
anything this season. But, even 
granting it is sarce pure aud simple, 
it so lacks foundation—either in 
character or situation—that its fluff) 
blows away as fast as it gathers. | 
Lobbyists agreed that nobody could 
fail to enjoy it, but nobody would 
miss anything if he skipped it. It 
doesn’t kid anything; it just kids. 

Center of the goings-on is Pamela 
Pennington, gay divorcee who has 
solved the problem of raising a 
daughter by telling her all before it 
happens. Cecilia is the daughter who 
is ‘overripe but definitely not spoiled. 
Grandma (Mrs. Robert Andrews) 
has been annoyed at Pamela ever 
since she married Bek Pennington to 
give Cecilia a name. Starts out with 
a high and mighty air. but Pamela 
soon quiets her. That’s the house- 
hold. except for Elsie Andrews, Pa- 
mela’s trained nurse maiden sister 





create semblance of characters. & 
the rest. it’s just a matter of spouting | fow should come at least one click 


-»-Ruth Chorpenning | : > » 
Day Eliot | 29d losing none of the value of For- 


Gardner Dickinson, the family law- 


er. 

Act One is taken up with unload- 
ing wisecracks. Along about the 
three-quarter post a telegram comes 
that Bob, Celia’s father, has died. 
Act Two takes place in Old Virginia, 
where Bob had been running a ham- 
burger joint until he wound up in 
Christopher Coffman’s funeral par- 
lor. In the anteroom, once removed 
from the body, are Grace Tillman, 
bawdy blond waitress to whom Bob 
was more than an employer; Mrs. 
Sterling, to whom Bob was more 
than a roomer; Mrs. Franklin Cole- 
man, to whom Bob was more than a 


observe that Playwright Forres: has 
the elder Burbage advising young 
Will Shakespeare, a moppet of 13, 
that ‘on the stage speech is a luxury, 
action a necessity. Forrest would 
do well to heed that advice himself. 
Latter sequences of his play suffer 
from looseness of construction 
excess wordage. ; 

Cast is admirably selected and 
carefully schooled. Besides those 
mentioned, Barton Booth, Dana An- 
drews, Annette Belove, A. D. Wil- 
lard, Jr.. Ann Melvin, Robert Hood 
and Paul Maxey acquit themselves 
creditably, while Louis Brenn, mop- 
pet who plays the precocious young 





friend, and Elaine Carley, to whom 
Bob was less than a careful lover. 
After each has had a chance to tell 
all. Pamela and Celia arrive, Celia 
again coming through wth an ob- 
servation, ‘didn’t he have any men 
friends?’ 

Act Three is 18 months later, back 
in Pamela’s Baltimore parlor. She 
is married to Coffman, but six 
months of living with a man who 
got up in the middle of the n‘zht ‘to 
leave my warm body for a cold one’ 
soured her on being an urdertsker’s 
bride, so she walked out. Things 
happen in quick succession, Sister 
Elsie announcing she is marryin* her 
unscrupulous patient, Rev. Cart- | 
wright stonving in as he is ‘p2ssin | 
through.’ Celia announcing she is} 
going to have a baby but has been | 
married for a month. so Grandma | 
needn’t commit suicide. a teletram | 
arriving to say Coffman has been 
killed by a train, Pem~la fainting in 
Rev. Cartwright’s arms. 

Luella Gear is the nivotal force of | 
the evening. and she runs things 
nobly. She. G. Albert Smith as C fF = | 
man. Dorothy Bernard as_ Sister} 
Elsie and Claire Carleton as Grace} 
get the only chances in the cxst to} 
For | 





the nroner lines at the proper time | 
wh'ch they do admirably. moe 
Two sets are adeaunte but nothing | 


more, ard the same %oes for the cos- | 
tumes. 


Melville Burke keens his sit- | 
uations moving with prer's'c” 
Craig. | 


SING, SWEET ANGELS, 


Pasadena, Nov. 17. | 


New play in four scenes by Belford For- | 


rest, presented at the Pasadena Community | 


Playhouse by arrangement with Oscar 


Serlin: Gilmor Frown, supervising director; | 





Also Victor N. Zimmerman, Wolfram von 
Bock, Vrainard Clark, Jonathan Noble, 
Robert Davis, Mark Stewart, Carlyle Mit- 
chell, George Wolf, Jack Walsh, Dwight 
Hauser, Steve Zorich, Ian McDonald, Pert 
Johannes, Aubrey Austin, Claude Wisberg, 
Drake Smith, Robert Beals, David Tregu- 
boff, Heywood Moore, Michael James, 
Rupert Harris, Homer Zorane, Victor 
Cutrer, Glenn Haley, John Barnum, Irving 
Zelinka, Frederick Smith, Kirby Smith, 
Douglas Weber, Marjorie Forbis, Marjorie 
Coolie, Berthene Forbis, Mary Anne Miller, 
Lucille Bailey, Elsie Brann, Ralph Talbot. 





Pasadena Community Playhouse 
ushers in its 21st season with a 
Shakespearean cycle and Belford 
Forrest’s new comedy, ‘Sing, Sweet 
Angels, as a curtain-raiser. Play 
details a crisis in the career of James 
Burbage, one of England’s earliest 
actors who rose to fame and, in his 
mellower years, leading interpreter 
of Shakespeare. 

Written in the bombastic rhetoric 


Shakespeare, impresses. Morr. 


RIGHT THIS WAY 


Cincinnati, Nov. 20. 


Musical comedy in two acts (10 scenes); 
presented by Alice Alexander at the Cox 
theatre, Cincinnati, Nov. 15, "37; $2.75 top. 
Book and tIyrics. Marianne Brown Waters; 
music, Brad Greene; additional songs, 
Sammy Fain and Irving Kahal; staged by 
| Bertrand Rebinson; musical direction, Max 
Meth; dances, Marjery Fielding: settings, 
Nat Karson. Stars Tamara, Joe EF. Lewis; 


features Blanche Ring, Leona Powers. 


Supporting cast: Leonard Elliott, Leona 
Stephens, Michael Doyle, Charles Blake, 
Milton Psarsens. Joey Ray. Jack Gilchrist, 


Henry Arthur, Thelma White and ensemble. 





With this vehicle Alice Alexander 
bows into show “business as_ the 
youngest and, reputedly, one of the 
wealthiest producers of the current 
season. Her fortune is reported to 
be gushing from oil fields. Offering 
indicates that she is striving hard to 
come through with a winning start. 

Scenery and costumes are smart, 


jmusic new and pleasing, book mud- 


dlesome, and the staff of principals 
light. Comedy sock and voices are 
sorely needed and dance specialties 
want strength. With the transfusion 
of name blood of the present-day 


novelty act, preferable instrumental. 
Pit orchestra, carrying 12 men, is 
excellent. 


disadvantage, yet most of them 
prove bright spots of the proceed- 
ings. Several of the scenes, in par- 
ticular one of a garden, are wel- 
comed contributions to stagecraft. 

Story is about a young modiste 
with a newspaper columnist lover 
who flit to and fro between Paris 
and Boston before the happy mar- 
riage angle is clinched. Tamara, as 
the modiste, is engaging. She con- 
tributes a couple of vocal numbers 
that register. Michael Doyle, in the 
part of her lover, is unconvincing 
and mild in singing. (Doyle was re- 
placed by Guy Robertson on the 
final day of the show’s week stay 
here.) 

Joe E. Lewis, in the role of stooge- 
lover to Blanche Ring, has the com- 
edy lead. Of the burley-type fun- 
ster, he is not ripe for a $2.75 audi- 
ence. Laughs he landed were main- 
ly on forced situations and ancient 


gag lines. His best score a parody, 
‘Sam, You Made the Pants Too 
Long.” 


Leona Powers and Milton Parsons, 
as middle-age sweethearts, get the 
most possible from their ends. Tipsy 
piece of business by Miss Powers 
#nd Blanche Ring land the only belly 
ha-ha of the program. Miss Ring 
takes part in several songs. 

Thelma White, petite and spright- 
ly, adds a cute touch to the cast, but 
teamed with Henry Arthur in dance 
speciaities she gets nowhere. Melo- 
dies of ‘I Love the Way We Fell in 
Love’ and ‘I Can Dream, Can’t I?’, 
written by Fain and Kahal, may 
carry them into songland listing. 

Koll. 





of the 16th century, a style affected 
by Marlowe and Ben Jonson, For- 
rest’s drama admirably recreates the 
spirit of the Elizabethan age. Its 
humor is broad, robust and earthy 
without offending the canons of 
taste. Thomas Browne Henry plays 
the elder Burbage with gusto and 
evident relish, mouthing the author’s 
rotund periods with telling effect 


rest’s roguish humor. Performance 
is outstanding, although those of Sue 
Baldwin as Ellen, Burbage’s help- 
meet; Richard Odlin as John Brayne. 
Burbage’s grocer brother-in-law, and 
Kay Crews as Margaret Brayne are 
indispensable to the success of the 
show. 

Play is concerned with Barbage’s 
efforts to lift the profession of acting 
out of the slough of disrepute. 
Realizing that to accomplish this the 
drama must have a home and shrine 
of its own, he determines to erect a 
theatre and the chief business of the 
play is to narrate his adventures and 
misadventures in realizing this life's 
dream. Playwright achieves his aim 
with a lusty, robustious piece of dra- 
matic prose that faithfully 
duces and re-creates the Elizabethan 
spirit and, at times, reaches heights 
of inspired belly-laugh comedy, com- 
edy in the truest sense since it stems 
from character delineation rather 
than from situation. 

In the latter portions the play lags 
Oscar Serlin, who has an interest in 
the piece, came from New York for 


can be doctored to maintain the tide 
and pace of the earlier scenes big 
town audiences may go for it and get 











who flees from a patient who ‘tried 
to disgrace her profession,” and! 


as much enjoyment as did the Pasa- 
dena first nighters. It’s pertinent to 


repro- | 


the final rehearsals and to decide! Both 
whether to risk a Broadway presenta-| earlier 
tion of it. Opinion is that if the play | 


LOVE OF WOMEN 


New Haven, Novy. 16. 
Drama in three acts by Aimee and Philip 
Stuart, Staged by Leo G. Carroll: settings, 
Raymond Sevey; produced by Milton Shu- 
bert and presented by Messrs. Shubert at 
the Shubert, New Haven, Nov. 16, ‘37: 
$2.5) top. 


Jaqueline Vesey...........Cathleen Cordell 


Mr. Wingate Kob06 ree eedesone Clifford Brooke 
Mrs. Wingate.................Muriel Starr 
James Harkiness...... eee--Leo G. Carroll 
Philip Ve BOY... cccccccec.... Michael Goff 
SONEE. WOMENOD. «sc ccesencees Heather Angel 
EES ae Valerie Taylor 
John Bourdillion............. Hugh Sinclair 





Two and a half years ago, when 
‘Women’ was produced in London, it 
might have created a stir due to its 
more or less taboo subject, but today 
its plot holds no particular kick for 
an audience unless handled in an 
; Outstanding manner. Current at- 

tempt is just ordinary. Playgoers 
; with an advance inkling of its Les- 
|bian theme who attend expecting 
| to be shocked will find the play 

tame. ‘Children’s Hour’ milked this 
topic of its novelty as far as Ameri- 
|} can audiences are concerned. 

' It's not known whether the orig- 
| inal London production was adhered 
| to or has been radically cut, but the 
fact remains that the play in its 
present form is nothing more than 
a blown up one-acter. Actual play- 
ing time runs only an hour and a 
half, with sagging moments even in 
that short space 

Plot tells of an affection that has 
| grown between two femme play- 
| wrights, Brigit and Vere, during a 

five-year struggle for recognition. 
girls have been burned by 

romances and have decided 
to work out their life plan minus 
men. They've taken a small cottage 
in Sussex, England, and live so com- 
pletely alone their existence causes 
rumors in the nearby village. Even- 
tually the seribblers hit pay dirt and 





heavy royalties provide a trip to 
New York where Brigit, the younger 
and more vacillating of the pair, un- 
known to Vere, becomes engaged to 
a young British doctor. 

igit’s parents come to the cot- 
tage on the girls’ return from Amer- 
ica, tell her of their suspicions re- 
garding Vere’s attachment for the 
younger girl and insist that Brigit 
go back home with them. In order 
to allay their suspicions, Brigit tells 
them of her engagement to Bour- 
dillion, the doctor. News is a shock 
to Vere who, despite herself, is ac- 
tually harboring desires on Brigit. 
Vere and Bourdillion fence verbally 
for Brigit’s love and through a ruse 
the medico proves to Vere that she 
can't get along without some kind 
c" sex outlet as she had claimed she 
could and that eventually her asso- 
ciation would harm Brigit. Play ends 
with Bourdillion taking Brigit off 
to London for an immediate mar- 
riage. 

There's a good scene between Hugh 
Sinclair as the doctor and Valerie 
Taylor as Vere, in which a wordy 
argument which gets them nowhere 
is abruptly ended when the doctor 
kisses Vere to show her that her re- 
sponse would be a natural feminine 
one. and she returns the embrace. 
Jialog of these two brings out some 
absorbing medico-psychology§ dis- 
cussions that help to make the last 
act the only interesting one of the 
three. 

Casting of principals is good. 
Heather Angel looks attractive and 
is a nice example of the type that 
would swing back and forth between 
the two contestants for her love. It’s 


not an over-hefty role but it dis- 
plays Miss Angel in a favorable 
light. Hugh Sinclair is the play's 


best bet for natural acting. At home 
every minute onstage, he has a non- 
chalance that’s. refreshing. Miss 
Taylor draws the play’s heavy emot- 
ing and is mannish-looking enough 





to fit the part of Vere. Leo Carroll 


| is a friendly neighbor onstage and 
. | the play’s director 
On the small Cox stage, the piece 
is presented under severe handicap. | 
Chorus numbers are especially at a | 


offstage. He's 
capable in both entries. Raymond 
Sovey has turned in two of the best 
sets seen here this season. 
Apparently the Shuberts are firm 
believers in the law of averages. 
After tipping off a half-dozen foul 
balls here already this season they 
keep right on trying, evidently con- 
fident that luck must turn sometime. 
As far as ‘Women’ is concerned, it 
hasn’t turned yet and probably won’t 
unless there’s a decided boost in the 
play’s value via added dialog and 
punchy action. Bone. 





FIFTY-FIFTY 


(MASK AND WIG) 
Philadelphia, Nov. 19. 


Musical comedy in a prolog and two acis, 
produced by the Mask and Wig Club, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, and given a spe- 
cial invitation performance at the Erlanger, 
Phila.. Nov. 18, °37. Rooy by Louis C. 
Madeira, 4th, and George Elliott Hess; 
music, Clay fjoland; lyrics, Boland and 
Moe Jaffe; dances, Walter Keenan; directed 
by Robert F. Brown. 


The Mask and Wig Club, U. of P, 

uts on the steam this year with its 

th annual production. ‘Fifty-Fifty’ 
is the best show the Wiggers have 
done in recent years. Opinion ex- 
pressed by many is that it’s tops over 
a 15-year period. 

Outstanding feature of the show is 
its score, composed by Clay Boland, 
who has written the tunes for a num- 
ber of the club’s recent shows. Last 
year Boland had a couple of hits that 
were given plenty of prominance 
over the airway. This season’s crop 
looks even better. Two outstanders 
are ‘I Live the Life I Love’ and ‘The 
Gypsy in My Soul.’ Another, ‘Open 
Those Gates,’ coming towards the end 
of the show is close behind. ‘Make 
Believe Island’ and two comedy num- 
bers, ‘It’s Corny but It’s Fun’ and 
‘Fifty-Fifty,’ cannot be quickly dis- 
missed. 

Boland formerly leaned towards 
torrid sync., but in ‘Fifty-Fifty’ he 
has accomplished things with the 
ballad style that are just as favor- 
able. He is also co-author of above- 
average lyrics, directed the singing 
chorus and is credited witht the ar- 
rangement of the orchestration and 
special glee effects. Mask and Wig 
has a valuable man here. 

Second feature of the show, as with 
all the Wiggers offerings, is the 
dancing. There are the usual pre- 
cision chorus dances, as fast and as 
perfectly executed as ever, but there 
are also some novelties highlighting 
this year’s production. One (‘Fifty- 
Fifty’) has the choristers made up on 
one side as women in white evening 
gowns and on the other as men in 
evening clothes. By skillful manipu- 
lation of the hands, the effect is given 
that the man has his arm around the 
woman’s waist and is giving her a 
little squeeze. Later they pair up 
for dancing, and here again the illu- 
sion is notable. Another excellent 
chorus novelty is a tambourine drill; 
another is a body arrangement in 
which the men work in pairs, the 
legs of one appearing to belong to 
the body of the other. Tap special- 
ists and a ‘swing band’ number that 
reprises several of the song hits also 
feature. 

The costuming and makeup of the 
‘girls’ is better this year. It helps 
the effectiveness of the many dances 
of the dancing chorus. Settings, too. 
are well lighted. . 

Weakest feature, as usual with this 
type of show, is the book, although 
this year’s is considerably better® than 
some of the more recent offerings. 








Yarn, briefly. concerns a press agent. 
(Continued on page 60) 
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Grosses: 


Women’ $15,900, Daughter’ $14,000 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Plenty of replacements are due in 
the legit scene within the next couple 
of weeks. ‘Brother Rat’ has posted 
‘last weeks’ notice and is scheduled 
io quit town on Dec. 18, clearing just 
in time to escape the pre-Christmas 
week. Last week in town for both 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ and ‘The 
Women.’ the latter scramming after 
10 excellent weeks, while the former 
has had a good four-weeker under 
the American Theatre Society 
banner. 

Grand gets ‘Doll’s House’ on Nov. 
29 as the third play of the Theatre 
Guild-American Theatre Society sea- 
son. For the Erlanger after ‘The 
Women’ the dope for ‘Victoria 
Regina,’ though it doesn’t look as if 
the show will be in until after 
Christmas. For the Selwyn after 
‘Rat’ the talk is for “‘Tovarich,’ though 
also doubtful whether it'll be here 
before the holidays. 

WPA brings in another revival on 
Thanksgiving night, delivering “The 
Devil’s Disciple.” Makes it a two- 
revival setup for the Federal Thea- 
tre, Eugene O’Neill’s ‘The Straw’ 
continuing on excellent notices and 
patronage at the Blackstone. 

General business was off somewhat 
throughout the legit lists last week, 
with the weather’s sudden switch to 
ice and cold blamed for some of the 
drop. 


is 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.75) 
(14th week). Slated to quit town on 
Dec. 18. Slid considerably last week 
and had to be satisfied with $8,500. 

‘The Women,’ Erlanger (1,300; 
$2.75) (10th-final week). Held some- 
what better than the rest of the at- 
irections, especially on final weeks 
notice. Okay at $15,500, with big 
cheaper seats demand. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Grand 
(1,300; $2.75) (4th-final week). With 
the subscription buildup off, was 
down a bit to $14,000, but stili fine 
trade. 

‘Yeu Can’t Take It With You.’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (42nd week). 
Will be here for a year easily at the 
eurrent pace. Another’ excellent 
session at $11,000. 


WPA 
‘Devil’s Disciple,’ Great Northern. 
Opens Thursday (25). 
‘The Straw,’ Blackstone. 


ROAD’ $21,000 RECORD 
WEEK IN TEXAS STANDS 


Houston, Nov. 23. 

All roadshow records in Houston 
were broken by ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
which did a $10,00C business at the 
Majestic theatre with three per- 
formances the beginning of last 
week, Pulled smash $21,000 on the 
week. 

For the opening performance, 
which was bucking the opening of 
concert season with Albert Spauld- 
ing appearance, there was a com- 
plete sell-out, with two extra rows 
of chairs placed in the orchestra pit. 


*‘Tovarich’ $4,500, L’ ville; 
Press Boosting Legit 


Louisville, Nov. 23. 

In two performances, Tuesday (23) 
the Gilbert Miller production, ‘To- 
varich,’ with Eugenie Leontovich 
and McKay Morris, grossed $4,500 
at the Memorial Auditorium. Prices 
were scaled at $2.99 top for night 
and $2.20 for the matinee, which in- 
cluded state and federal taxes. 

Road season promises to be one of 
most prosperous in many years, de- 
spite heavy impost of state taxes, 
which many hope will be removed 
after the first of the year. Local 
Courier-Journal aiding in promotion 
of biz for road shows by running 
full-page spreads with art to induce 
out-of-town patrons to attend the 
stage offerings. 











‘This Way’ $5,000, Cincy 


; Cincinnati, Nov. 23. 
‘Right This Way’ was a b.o. dis- 
appointer at the Cox last week, get- 
ting under $5,000 at a $2.75 top. New 
musical comedy received one good 
and two kindly notices. Guy Robert- 
son went into the show Saturday 
(20) for the matinee and night per- 
formance, replacing Michael Doyle. 
© new songs also were injected. 
Robertson’s entry was not advertised 
or blurbed in the news columns. 
Theatre has Joan Bennett in ‘Stage 
Door’ this week at a $2.83 top. Next 
week Fredric March and Florence 
Eldridge in ‘Yr. Obedient Husband’ 
at a $3.30 top. Week of Dec. 6 the 
Ox gets Helen Hayes in ‘Victoria 
Regina’ at $3.30 top. 





‘Towers’ $5,000, Buff 


. Buffalo, Nov. 23. 

Barchester Towers’ drew only fair 
$5.000 for four shows last week. 

Tryout of Guthrie McClintic’s 
newest production, with Ina Claire. 





7% 
- 





‘SHOW’ $6,000, SEATTLE 


Disappeinting Take in Three Per- 
formances, Portland Okay 








Seattle, Nov. 23. 

Music Hall was leased to Bill Mc- 
Curdy by Hamrick-Evergreen for 
two nights and a matinee—Tuesday- 
Wednesday—last week for Billy 
Rose’s ‘Show of Shows.’ Main floor 
prices hit a new top for Seattle in 
recent years—$3.45. Matinee top was 
$2.50. 

Take was disappointing. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Shew of Shows’ (Billy Rose), Mu- 
sic Hall (2,300; $3.45). Two nights 
and mat, mildly drew around $6,000, 
with $900 of that at Wednesday mati- 
nee, 





Portland, Ore., Nov. 23. 

Billy Rose’s ‘Show of Shows’ in- 
vaded the Pacific N. W., mopping up 
great b.o. biz. Two days at the 
Auditorium here got around $8,000 at 
$3.30 tor . 

Adv2:.ce bally savors of burlesque, 
but there’s nothing to annoy a Sun- 
day School picnic. If anything, it’s a 
little tame on the sensational side. 

After two days here, show moved 
tu Seattle where biz was good too. 


PHILA. BOOKING 
JINX; WYNN 
$16,500 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 

Latest booking casualty here is 
‘Having Wonderful Time,’ skedded 
for next Monday (29) at the Erlan- 
ger theatre, but yanked, and now 
mentioned. tentatively for Xmas 
week. Nothing is definitely set in 
between at present writing, although 
there is a possibility of ‘Behind Red 
Lights.’ Philly also nearly lost 
‘Three Waltzes,’ big Shubert musical 
importation, but unless somebody 
changes his mind again this operetta 
will open next Monday (29) at the 
Chestnut. Only other booking set is 
Maurice Evans’ ‘Richard II,’ opening 
Dec. 6 at the Forrest, where it will 
stay two weeks. 

Some rather good biz is forecast 
for this week. Mask and Wig’s 
‘Fifty-Fifty,’ 50th annual production 
looks bound for a healthy gross at 
the Erlanger, although it won't be 
comparable to pre-depresh days 
when the Wiggers grossed $70,000 in 
two weeks at the old Forrest on S. 
Broad street. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hooray for What?’ Forrest (2,000: 
$3.42) (2d week). Opened Tuesday 
(16) so as not to conflict with ‘House- 
master.’ Notices mixed, but, being 
season’s first light musical, it rose to 
an okay $16,500 in seven perform- 
ances and should up this week with 
holiday. 

‘The Housemaster,’ Chestnut (1,646° 
$2.50) (2d week). Rave notices all 
around, but not a great deal beyond 
ATS subscription foundation, $11,500 











‘Rat’ 14G, Detroit 


Detroit, Nov. 23. 

Detroit’s good response to legit 
heid up strong for ‘Brother Rat’ last 
week at the Cass. George Abbott 
comedy grabbed around $14,000. Nine 
performances, at $2.75 top, with 
matinees rather slim but nights con- 
sistently good. Good advance sale on 
the first musical this season, = 
This Way,’ which opened last night 
(Monday) at the Cass, at $2.75 top. 
Aliée Alexander’s new show is in 
for a week’s stand here, which'll 
leave the Cass dark for at least two 
weeks. 

Next play is Helen Hayes in ‘Vic- 
toria Regina,’ due Dec. 13; followed 
by ‘Your Obedient Husband,’ Dec. 
20, and Joan Bennett in ‘Stage Door,’ 
Dec. 27. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat’ Cass (1,400; 
top). Ballyed nicely and got a good 
play at $14,000. Current is ‘Right 
This Way.’ 





‘Letty’ $14,000, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Nov. 23. 

‘Leaning on Letty,’ with Charlotte 
Greenwood, grossed $14,000 last week 
for nine performances ending Satur- 
day (20) at the American Theatre, 
town’s only legit house. This is the 
second best take of the current sea- 
son, being exceeded only by “Tobacco 
Road.’ Heavy billing, plus radio and 
newspaper plugs helped. Second 
balcony was opened for the engage- 


| ment. 


House is dark currently, but re- 
Sunday (28) with ‘The 


ope 
Women.’ 





$2.75 | 


‘Richard’ Big 16G, Cleve; 
‘Letty’ and Hayes Follow 


Cleveland, Noy. 23. 

Carj Hanna’s legit house picked up 
again last week with Maurice Evans’ 
‘Richard II,’ compensating for the 
previous poor week by the new 
‘Right This Way.’ Considering $3.30 
top and local handicaps, $16,000 for 
six days was corkingly good. 

Charlotte Greenwood in ‘Leaning 
on Letty’ opens tonight (Tuesday) 
and ‘Victoria Regina’ for Nov. 29 is 
already booming a phenomenal ad- 
vance sale. 
cursion’ and ‘Green Bay Tree.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Richard II,’ Hanna (1,435; $3.30). 
Fine $16,000 and would have gone 
stronger in a week with fewer com- 
petish factors. 





$11,500 


Boston, Nov. 23. 

Two new entries, ‘Love of Women’ 
and “Three Waltzes,’ spiffed up the 
week here, but trade generally 
lagged until the weekend when the 
town was mobbed by the Harvard- 
Yale crowd shopping for new and 
old shows. 

‘Waltzes,’ opening Nov. 13, got a 
polite, lukewarm reception from the 
press; ‘Love of Women’ opened Nov. 
18 shocked a couple of reviewers 
but was otherwise applauded. Caus- 
ing most word-of-mouth of anything 
this season, except ‘Victoria Regina’ 
and ‘Rather Be Right.’ ‘“Tovarich’ 
held a good pace in its second week; 
‘Can’t Take It With You’ sailing 
along in 12th week, and ‘Room Ser- 
vice’ Saturday (27) c'oses after nine 
weeks at the Copley. “The House- 
master’ by Ian Hay, and starring 
Frederick Leister, comes into the 
Wilbur Nov. 29, after a New Haven 
tryout. . 


Estimates for Last Week 

*‘Tovarich,’ Shubert (3d wk) (1,590; 
$2.75). Big on matinees, fair evenings, 
but football weekend boosted second 
week to okay $11,500. Two more 
weeks. 

‘Three Waltzes,’ Opera House (2d 
wk) (2,944; $3.30). Operetta getting 
scant attention. Under $10,000 for 
opening frame. One more week, then 
slated for Philly. 


‘Love of Wemen,’ Wilbur (2d wk) 
(1,227; $2.75). Looks okay, with light 
nut. Opening four shows tallied 
around $5,000. 

‘Can’t Take It With You,’ Plym- 
outh (12th wk) (1,480; $2.50). Natural 
for the weekend sporting crowd, 
lifting the take to nice $10,000 last 
week. 


‘Room Service,’ Copley (8th wk) 
(1,038; $2.50). Satisfactory $5,500 for 
next-to-last week. 


‘DOODLE’ 146, WASH., 
‘CONTINUED’ CURRENT 


Washington, Nov. 23. 

‘Ghost of Yankee le’ bowed 
in with plenty of fanfare and critics 
were kind both to play and to Ethel 
Barrymore, but most of what it took 
in was assured through being fourth 
subscription play of American The- 
atre Society. 

Current is premiere of “To Be Con- 
tinued,” with Luella Gear, opening 
night papered to capacity and rest 
of week dependent upon how many 
of the wisecracks are repeated and 
how often. Next is Maurice Evans 
in ‘King Richard II,’ with $10,000 in 
the till through mail orders five 
days before the b. o. sale opened. 
Dec. 6 brings the opening of ‘Love 
of Women.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle,’ National 
($2.75). ATS subscribers and Ethel 
Barrymore loyalists held week to 
approximately $14,000, but the young- 
er set and the shoppers gave it 
the go-by, figure adding up to lowest 
of four ATS offerings so far this 
season. 








‘Murder’ $3,400, Balto 


Baltimore, Nov. 23. 
After a series of big weeks of legit 
here, the town took a nose dive last 
week with the pre-Broadway show- 
ing of ‘Merely Murder’ at Ford’s. 
Pulled no more than $3,400 for the 
stanza. Good opening night and fair 
advance slumped to nothing after a 

general going-over by local crix. 
‘Richard II’ is current at Ford’s 
against ‘Behind Red Lights’ at the 





Maryland. Biz is looking up, with 
healthy takes indicated for both 
| houses. 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘Merely Murder,’ Ford’s (1,988; 
$2.20). Off to a good opening night, 
but tumbled thereafter. Pre-Broad- 
way try of new whodunit garnered 
a bare $3,400 for the week’s effort. 
‘Richard U,’ current, looks strong. 





Play House is doing ‘Ex- | 





| business form 
| dip, 
| face of Thanksgiving. 








No Click in Six Entries, But 
Golden Boy New Definitely In, 


$13,000; ‘Caesar’ Capaci 


During a 


of which appears tu 
clicked, it was notable that the lead- 
ers, new and old, mostly held 
Monday (22) saw a 


but that was expected in 


It is now definitely indicated that 
‘Golden Boy,’ at the Belasco, in | 
the chips with its second full week 


IS 


topping $13,000. Gross would have 
been higher last week but for some | 
reduced blocks of tickets sold to/| 
| parties, Like ‘Boy,’ the surprise 


an independent group. Latter show 
bettered $6,000 in a limited capacity 
house (Mercury), playing to capacity 
at $2.20 top. 

‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ St. 
James, drew the best notices of las 


week’s crop, but ticket sales were 
not brisk; ‘Madame Bovary,’ Broad- | 
hurst, got reviews unfavorable for | 
box office, taking the edge off the} 
show’s road rep; ‘Too Many Heroes,’ | 
Hudson, had a fair press but the 
theme looks hopeless and takings 
were very small; ‘Robin Landing,’ 
46th Street, adverse; ‘The Bow 


Breaks,’ Little, given a brushing off |} 
and stopped after three times; ‘Work | 
Is for Horses,’ added starter, | 
Windsor (48th Street), panned, 

Ed Wynn musical, ‘Hooray for 
What?’ comes to the Winter Garden 
next week, other entrants being 
‘Barchester Towers,’ Beck; ‘Merelv 
Murder,’ Playhouse; ‘Brown Suzsar,’ 
Biltmore, and possibly “To Be Con- 
tinued,’ house to be named. Abbey 
Players changed bills, ‘The Playboy 
of the Western World’ being the cur- 
rent offering at the Ambassador. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Amphitryon 38,’ Shubert (4th 
week) (C-1,387-$3.30). In face of se- 
so notices Lunts’ comedy commands 
great attendance and the gross is 
about $22,000. 

‘Babes in Arms,’ Majestic (33rd 


HAYES’ $30,000 
IN PITT; SRO 
IN ADVANCE 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 


For first time in Pittsburgh's legit 
history, a show sold out completely 
before it opened. Attraction is Helen 
Hayes’ ‘Victoria Regina,’ which had 
absolute capacity of around $30,000 
(at $3.30) top assured before curtain 
went up on first performance Mon- 
day night (22). 

Mail order sale was first advertised 
almost two months ago. Advance 
from this source was better than 
$22,000 when ducats started going 
through the window last Thursday. 
What tickets there were left disap- 
peared before the 7 was up. 

Altogether likely that Miss Hayes 
will give an extra mat on Friday 
(27) although that hadn’t been an- 
nounced up until a late hour Mon- 
day. With SRO on sale at every 
show as well as extra orch chairs, 
additional performance should send 
gross pretty clase to $35,000, an all- 
time high here for a straight dra- 
matic show. 


Bennett Pic Draw Ups 








Door’ to $16,000, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. 
Fears for ‘Stage Door’ because of 
the poor advance sale were nullified 
last wre!l. at the Nixon right after 
the opening when wiuduw trade sud- 


_$ix-day period when 
| Broadway viewed six fresh shows, | 
; none have | 
to | 


the | 
Seasonal dip } 
}is therefore likely after the current | 
| week. 


GRID MOB UPS 
HUB: TOVARICH’ 


| click, ‘Julius Caesar,’ is presented by 








denly became heavy and spurted the 
attraction to $16,000. 
only to ‘Tovarich,’ which had ATS 
backing, as high legit grosser for the 
year so far. Crix all treated the play 
warmly but went softly on subject 
of Joan Bennett, the star. 

Current ‘Victoria Regina’ was ‘in’ 
for capacity trade before first per- 
formance last night (22) but house 
will probably be dark for the next 
fortnight, first showless stanza in 11 
straight weeks. Nothing in sight un- 
til Frederic March show, ‘Yr. Obe- 
dient Husband,’ Dec. 13. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Stage Door,’ Nixon (2,100; $2.75). 
Started slowly but finished strong, 
getting around $16,000, surpassed 
only by “Tovarich’ for season. Star 
Joan Bennett exerted strong pull 


|with movie crowd, balcony and gal- 
| lery 


call being particularly heavy, 
but downstairs moderately light ex- 
cept for mats, with SRO sign up for 
both of them. 


It was second | 





y $6,000 


week) (M-1,752-$3.30), Musical fare 
this season so sparse this holdover 
has chance to run through winter; 
estimated around $17,000, 

‘Brother Rat,’ National (50th week) 
(C-1,164;-$3.30). Better here than in 
Hudson or Biltmore, where most of 
the run was made; around $8,000. 


‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ St. 

|} James (2nd week) (C-1,520-$3.30). 
Was accorded good press and may 

make grace, although little ticket 

action after mid-week start: better 


| line indicated *this week. 


‘French Without Tears,’ Miller (9th 


week) (C-944-$3.30). Smart promo- 
tion figures in climbing attendance 
}for class draw which got around 
$10,000 again, 

‘George and Margaret,’ Morosco 
(9th week) (C-961-$3.30). Another 
Import doing better than first indi- 
cated, thoush to moderate grosses; 
around $8,060. 

‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle,’ Guild 
(ist week) (D-914-$3.30). Presented 


by Theatre Guild; written by Sidney 
Howard; varied reports from out of 
town; opened Monday (22). 

‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco (4th week) 
(D-1,000-$3.50). With agencies hand- 


ling lower floor tickets, looks like 
Group show is in; bettered $13,000 
last week; some subscriptions and 


parties held down the takings. 


‘Having Wenderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(40th week) (C-961-$3.30). Eased off 
somewhat last week but still turned 
in good figure for show of kind; 
$8,000. 

‘I'd Rather Be Richt,” Alvin (4th 
week) (M-1i,355-$4.40). Audience re- 
action not as favorable as expected, 
but ticket demand unprecedented 
with Standees all performances; 
$32, ; 

‘Lady Has a Heart,’ Longacre (9th 
week) (C-1,019-$3.30). Operating on 
mocest nut with cast taking cut re- 
cently; estimated around = $5,500. 
‘Siege’ booked in Dec. 8. 

‘Madame Bovary,’ Broadhurst (2nd 
week) (D-1,116-$3.30). Opened Tues- 
day (16) last week with rather dis- 
appointing press; doubt business will 
equa. that on road. 

‘Many Mansions,’ Biltmore (5th 
week) (D-989-$3.30). Slated to move 
to another house with ‘Brown Sugar’ 


booked in; operated in red so far; 
$3,00° 
‘Mice and Men,’ Music Box (Ist 


week’ (D-1,019-$3.30). Presented by 
Sam H. Harris; dramatized by John 
Steinbeck from his novel; opened 
last night (Tuesday). 

‘Rebin Landing,’ 46th 


St. (2nd 


week) (D-1,375-$3.30). Opened last 
Thursda (18) and drew adverse 
press; chances doubtful. 


‘Reem Service,’ Cort (28th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Laugh show con- 
tinues to clean up with most per- 
formances approximating capacity; 

‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth (8th 
week) (CD-1,036-$3.30). Sock comedy 
drama looks set for the season; sell- 
ing out regularly; $21,000. 

‘The Bow Breaks,’ Little. 
press lashing; opened Friday 
and closed Saturday (20). 

‘The Star Wagon,’ Empire (9th 
week) (CD-1,096-$3.30). Not far from 
capacity and season’s stay also indi- 


Drew 
(19) 


eated; gross tops $17,000 mark 
weekly. 
‘The Women,’ Barrymore (45th 


week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Fine grosser 
among holdovers; clicking to goodly 
profit weekly with pace last week 
$16,600. 

“Work Is for Horses,’ Windsor (ist 
week) (C-8$58-$3.30). Opened Satur- 
day (20); added starter severely 
panned; chances doubtful. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest 
week) (C-1,107-$1.65). Got 
than $6,000 last week; long 
close to fourth anniversary. 

‘Too Many Heroes,” Hudson (2nd 
week) (D-1,194-$3.30). Lynch law 
melodrama accorded mixed notices: 
chances doubtful; estimated around 
$2,500. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Van- 
derbilt t4lst week) (C-804-53.30). 


(207th 
better 
stayer 


| Moved here from Playhouse Monday 
} (22 


); paced zround $9,000 last week 
and indefinite. 

‘You Can’t Take It with Yeu,’ 
Booth (50th week) (C-708-$3.30). 
Passes year’s run mark soon and an- 
other stayer in for the season; ap- 
proximates $15,000 weekly. 

Revivals 

‘Julius Caesar,’ Mercury (Comecy): 
getting all house will hold: around 
$6,000 at $2.20 top. 


Abbey Players, Ambasador: bill 
changed to ‘Playboy of the Western 
World’; started Saturday (20). 

‘The Fireman’s Flame,’ American 
Music Hall; old style meHer. 

WPA 
Processional,’ Elliott. 
‘A Hero Was Born,’ Adelphi: 


closes Saturday. 
Eugene O'Neill playlets; Lafayette, 
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that Father Malachy finally accom-| ®° oi OYvard Hambleton: written be | thas ete 
plishes, of course. — : Stanley Young; Tian Keith, Nas Sander | Ore two weeks being devo ; 
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H'resented by the Theatre Guild, yor | Ably supporting pares include oe D acthintie, Bersention elite”: tard Fat! SZ | gotten alone seuchow and currently 
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unpreparedness and credits the audi- 
ence with being fully aware of the 
consequences. He feels that the new 
generation will inevitably rise to the 
deiense of the so-called national 
honor when the occasion comes. 

Time is 18 months after the start 
of the next world war. England, 
France and Russia are lined up 
against Germany, Italy and Japan. 
Hitler and Mussolini are charged 
with causing the catastrophe. United 
States is neutral and the author 
argues that such a stand is impos- 
sible without the country going into 
its worst depression. Unemployed 
are picketing the homes of those 
supposed to have wealth and they 
disperse only when war clouds are 
clearly visible. Men are not joyous 
about going into the trenches; their 
onlv thought is work and wages. 

Play is enacted in the living room 
of the widowed Mrs. Sara Paul Gar- 
rison, whose husband was a war 
ccsualty and whose two brothers-in- 
law fouctht overseas. John conducts 
the machinery works inherited from 
his father and in which the brother 
and _ sister-in-law are _ interested. 
Robert edits a liberal . newspaper 
which gets nowhere Papidly, the 
daily being maintained with funds 
from the business. 

Into the scene enters James Clev- 
enger, powerful publisher whose 
string of newsvapers extend across 
the nation. He had been in love with 
the widow when she was an actress 
20 years before and comes with the 
idea of recapturing her affections. 
2-er son and daughter have reached 
majority and Sara Garrison, seeing 
the avproaching loss of the business 
and home. decides to marry Clev- 
enver. With the great man is his 
hody-guard secretary and his son, 
Steve, a celebrated aviator whom he 
has never publicly acknowledged. 

Plight of the liberal, courageous 
Garrisons gives the publisher a rea- 
son to start a campaign of nation- 
alism, basing his stories and editori- 
als on the sinking of a small Ameri- 
can vessel carrying contraband near 
Italy, with the loss of 17 lives. When 
his boy is killed rushing to the war 
Clevenger is not grieved so much as 
incensed and he rushes out to spread 
the death on the front pages. Sara 
realizes that to have loved the man 
in the first place was a mistake and 
to have done so again was equally 
wreng. 

Theatre Guild has cast the play 
with a number of outstanding actors. 
It broucht Dudley Digges back from 





St. Clair Bayreld | 
Timothy Battle. ...cccossecsserde Paul Porter 
Cardinal Vassena Benedict MacQuarrie 
Sir James Vickers ...Herbert Standing 








Tady Pamela Vickers.......Virginia Lomas 
Connie Gleneannon........6. Connie Crowell 
Nessie Macintosh...........+. Christy Tiffany 
Sam Hicks............-Charles F, O’Connor 
Mary Lou BHichs....cccesses Marrot Sterting 
ee ee ee re ee David Baldwin 





‘Father Malachy’s Miracle’ will be 

a moderate success at the very mini- 
mum. Aside from being a warm. 
human and exciting -account of a 
miracle wrought by a Roman Catho- 
lic priest, the play has the blessing 
of the church. which will in turn be 
cemmunicated to the b.o. 
Thouch dealing with such a theme 
‘Miracle’ cannot be characterized as 
what has come to bear the label, ‘re- 
ligicus. play.’ It’s ripe in interest 
and comedy for. all manner of audi- 
enres. 

Storv is of a Benedictine monk (A] 
Shean), who, after 15 years in the 
cloister. is sent for a brief stretch to 
helo out at an Edinburgh church. To 
nrove to an Anglican cleric with a 
church across the street that miracles 
are not medieval, Father Malachy 
vravs that he may display the power 
nf God. An*licen doubter is riven 
the choice of what he wants done. 
When he decides he’d like to see a 
har ard dancehall across the street 
from the two churches moved mirac- 
wlouslv to a barren, bleck bit of coast 
°) miles away, Father Malachy is put 
to it. 

Neat bit of writing and stagine 
gives the final scene of Act One ace 
acceleration. When the miracle is 
nerformed. the scene is inside the 
bar. Humble, retiring monk is im- 
mediately beset by worries. Pro- 
moter from America arrives to buv 
uv all film, serial, radio and book 
rishts: the owner of the Garden of 
Eden. the dance-and-drinkerv. wants: 
$10,000 for d=mage done to his snot 
in trensit. Father Malachv wants 
the miraculously shifted building to 
be turned into a shrine. 

Drinkery is presently reonened to 
cash in on the nublicitv. And. pfter 
more comnlications. Father Malachv 
bevins to believe his miracle acrcom- 
nlished mor harm than stood. So on 
Christmas Fve, during the heisht of 
festivity at the snot. he enters. nravs 
another miracle takes nloeee, and the 
whole kibosh is whisked throuch the 
sir to be replanted on its original 
site. 





There’s a nice threading of ramancre 
oll theanah—that nf the Wainhiereh 
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MADAME BOVARY 


Drama in three acts (16 & Pre- 
sen.ed at the Broadhursi, +. - Nov. 16, 
’37, by the Theatre Guild; adamed by Bena 
WwW. Levy from Gaston Baiy’s dramatization 
of the Flaubert novel; direcied by the 
adapter; settings and costumes py Lee Si- 
monson; Consiance Cummings featured; 
$3.30 top. 


nis). 










Emma DBovary.......- Constance Cummings 
Monsieur Rovaulh.........-+++- Archur Griffin 
Charles Bovary....-. --Harold Vermil;ea 
HlometS. ..ccccoccctieccccccces Ernest Cossart 
Mme, Lefrancois.. Lelinors-Clitte 


Alice 
-..--John v' Connor 
-...-Robert Vivian 

...Carl Harbord 
...Hazel Hanna 
..Krnest Thesiger 


Hippolyte.... 
Bimetatccicus 
Leon Dupuis.. 
Mme. Caron. 
Lheurcux.... 





Felicite...... .- Valerie Cossart 
Justin...... ---O. Z Whiteherd 
Mme. Homais......ccccsecses Viola Roache 
Rodolphe Boulanger.........- Eric Portman 
SPOPETE ss occcccnccccvesccesc MAUS Bae 
Mme. Bovary, &Sr........-- Eda Heinemann 


| Ann Freschmann 
| Frances Harison 

, Jacqueline de Wit 
Lilyan Miller 

| Mary McCormack 
{Gladene Parr 


If the Guild had taken to heart 
what is preached about Flaubert in 
elementary college literature courses, 
‘Madame Bovary’ might never have 
become its No. 3 presentation of this 
season. ‘Bovary’ would have been 
left to those amateurs whose ambi- 
tion obscures judgment, or who want 
an opus with enough latitude for 
hamming. Under the aegis of the 
Guild, or perhaps despite it, the 
Flaubert creation is still a theatrical 
misfit. From the b. o., or any other 
angle, it deserves sympathy, and 
that’s about all. 

Cliche adjectives most frequently 
applied to Flaubert are ‘naturalistic’ 
and ‘graceful.’ Benn Levy got over 
the first one weakly, but the second 
ruined everything. For Flaubert, to 
ease the sheer weight of his ‘Bovary’ 
tragedy, shifted his locale so often 
that the yarn ducks around like a 
featherweight _prizefighter. Levy 
eagerly plowed after this piece of 
prose ingenuity and got a theatrical 
white elephant. Instead of being 
graceful, the play is a conglomera- 
tion of 16 scenes. Levy also added 
a Greek chorus in two spots, which 
» good Sophocles, but sad Flaubert. 

_Bovary’ theme itself is followed 
with some fidelity, but at that, sev- 
eral important items are totally lack- 
ing. No mention is made of Madame 
Bovary’s child; nor of her husband’s 
first marriage. Both were important 
to Flaubert. Nor is there included 
anywhere a typical instance of her 
exasperating scenes with her mate. 
The latter is barely more than a fix- 
ture in the play. thouzh an object of 
genuine sympathy in the book. 

_ Constance Cummings. Levy’s wife, 
is billed as feature player, though 
she’s really deserving of star ratins. 
Filling is probably purposeful. in 
that Miss Cummings is holdin« back 
until her stage exnerience will give 
a future star billing extra weirht. 
All told, her acting shines althouch 
there’s a little overacting. Her 
suicide is as ghastly a piece of biz 


Companions.... 





femme and registers solidly. 

Ernest Cossort. as the village 
chemist; Eric Portman, as Bovary’s 
first lover; Carl Harbord, as No. ?: 
Ernest Thesiger. as “re-dy merchant: 
Harold Vermilvea. -- the dull doctor 
husband, and O. Z. Whiteh>-d render 
standout support. Lee Simonson’s 
settings and costumes are much bet- 
ter than the script. 

‘Bovary.” if it’s to he anvthing be- 
sides a bonk, should be a film. Ger- 
mai ~ and French have ta’:2n 2 whac'": 
at that already, but not Hol'vwood. 

Edga. 


John Golden Buvs Piav 
John Golden has bou*ht ‘We the 
Willoughbys,’ play by Myer Kanin 
and Harry Ingram. Kanin is a 
brother of Garson Kanin. 
Deal set by Ruth Morris. 








2s could be wanted from a Flaubert | 








one eye missing. He established the | Stes. Meese Stulri 





- = Stace’ tc Lee Eo edi tree Lilith; : 
trading post after icaving his young — oy dng — _ x. r Litton 
wife, Linda, to the wiles of his cowe-( cae: “Rovid Leversern Merve Sn 
tous brother, Kane, 18 years before | tere. Leow Gell, ister Fitiesteir_ Nathoe 
the siart of the story. Grant has | Peres. Stheme foci, Edo Erinnan, 

- + . ae hi ad > a - Ti alat. 
taken to himself an Indian woman -_ nme a 4 
and they have a son, David. It iS|/ metea Galtie Eun Soreh Si-virik. 
a hard drinking Dui piacid setijiemeni jaws Fereci_ Fer Livin —— 
unti] the brother and Linda, who & | "= — = Burrs Fria, Moilie 
now his mate, arrive. — ” 
Ion Keith as Grant, Nan Sunder- P . . 
: : ~ aor SncaRs. kam tac zie 
land as Linda, and Louis Calhern as a peasant = msi, 
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and a drab book which compels 
SSulnik an otherese oisayr corm. to 

em peeks br boeckreom diz- 
Ing. mokes thes prodertion exe of 
the least warthy comimbutions te the 


ace 


Kane are Rest Sas the 
most sides, playing a stern man wit | 
an alleged gentleness underneath. ’ 
Kathryn Grill enacts the Indian 
woman and Iocks the part, save that 


the makeup on the arms is not the a — i = 
correct tint. Whitford Kane as 2 different appesl a 
aon ane riverman, tops the sup-| | Stulsk 5 2 dumb chuck who 

Performance is not as melo- sowed ten ee 3 eT = 
dramatic as it sounds, ard mot for) one business matters amd 2 ro- 


the average playgoer. Thre. 


THE BOUGH BREAKS 


. A hitherte weamentien:d <=¢ s- 
Drama is three? ac'is (ive soreness), Or known relative ae at the riz 
Cicary and Paul Hermes. at the Lae, | @ament te leave Skulnik am imberit- 
N. Y¥., Nov. 19, "37. $3.28 ten Feateres | amoce with whith he extricaies both 
Leon Janney; staged by Curtis Cesksey; | his friends and himself from some 
setiing, UO. L. Raineri. | severe troubles. And thai’s how the 
BN 60040000 5eencesquceessenes Leen Jameery shor - a a 
Geile. ccscccccesanseseseneseesl ee Bae: Ww Saas UP. - 
G's Maer. ..~.<ccccesesus Elesner Even Much of the performance & not 





above the amateurish srade. and the 
Stasimg is not wery apt on the whole 
As =m cxamaie. 


Plays like this make the theatre 
hang its head. Simply an incredibie 
rehash of the threadbare triangle 
problem of a boy and his mother | 
and a girl. Lad wants to marry the 
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girl, but his possessive mother re- 
a a ayes After two excruciat- 
ingly gabby acts, the youngster goes | * - E 
insane and shoots himself. Undaunt-'-  @™@mreertest te sperifr 
ed by the kid’s example, the girl and | ®'S_ Soviet Ressia er Czarist Russia 
the mother wrangle an un- | With whith the varm deals Pre 
ending third act. isumablr ifs Czrarist Rasim Shee 
After the oe of how anvrone | 
was ever persuaded to produce such | 
pro e. ript is painfully and in- Deniel Frohman : ; 
sistently dull, the ph mer are wix-/]..-__- suiiexing ye 
tual caricatures, the dialog is im- | 72225 S@Stamed lst Sumdar (21) 
fantile. Doubtless the play is unplay- | *2*™ he slipped and fell om subway 
able in any case, but the direction is “2S is expected t be uw and 
of the gas-lit hoke vintage. And as 2Tound ameim temocresw (Thursdsr) 
the three players were obviously| Showman && confined to his 
faced with the probiem of either aci- NY. hame. 
ing the whole lusubrious mess out 
straight or of kidding it, they prob- ~ 
ably c2n’t be blamed for a wrone 
guess in doing the former. 
For the record, there's nothin for 
films in “The Boush Breaks” Peger 
Cleary, said to be bankrolling the 
oous, was once in silent films: 
cleaned uv a satchel of coin in Wet 
street, tried to buv a seat on the 
stock exchange. This is her frs 
preduction effort. 
(Withdrawn cfter three periorm- 
ances; printed for the record.) 




















Hobe. 
Comedy in three ects presented at th 
Windsor (48th Street). X. Y_ Nex, S&S 
by Anthony Brown: wr on b iveny Ms- 
ers: staged by manager: $°.58 ten be 
Millie Prenties............. Comme Ciratriet ~~ 
ornelius Prenties......... .-Relevrt Kei hb 
Pauline Prvonties........... Patricia Carrell 
he Oe jack Wares 
oo, Se Erte — Seaeem ESE.—=S 
Ba, Wh SEebetckukeenusedbe John Week — 
Gearge Benttuthk.<.cccceséccccce James Tedd MARTIN BRD. 
Short cast of seven in phr Fvcerates 


sented in one set, “Work Is for 
Horses’ gives small indication of add- 
ing to the town's stage hilarity. Per- 
formance provided some lauchs, but 
not nearly enough—and displared 
plenty of weaknesses. 

Best part of the evening is the 
pieasant interior of the Windsor. 
which was formerly called the 48th 
Street Theatre. In refurbishing the J] ~ 
house, Sam H. Grisman ¢ 
plenty. of coin and the result is the 
most attractive of the four theatres 
he is operating this season. New | 
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Italy Visions Florence As 


Salzburg 


Rome, Nov. 12. 
Locals are intent on building their 
annual Florentine May Festival into 
an imternational event along the 


lines of the Salzburg Festival and | 


te this end are securing famed in- 
ternational groups to attend and per- 
form at next music fest. 

Reported that Rouben Mamoulian 


ef Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like It,’ 
but this has not been confirmed. 
Viennese State Opera will give 
Weber's ‘Euriantha, 
Royal Opera will give two perform- 
ances, a German company is skedded 
for an outdoor performance of “Die 
Waukure’ and Furtwaengler is set 
for a concert with the Berlin Symph. 


Besides a concert of modern music, 


a new opera, some novel stagings of | 


Verdi operas, ballets and other lighi 
pieces, there will be a performance 
by the Jia Ruskaja group, French, 
Swiss and Hungarian groups and the 
Sakharoff troupe. Recent singing 
contest held under auspices of Flor- 
entine May organization with five 
prizes of $250, brought out only one 
good tenor and showed a lack of the 
higher pitched pipes. Second tenor 
prize was in consequence given to a 
soprano, 
cash-taking sops to three. 


3 Coast Cities To 
Split Concerts Set 
By NBC-Red Network 


San Francisco, Nov. 23. 

Winter season of Standard Sym- 
phony Hour concerts, bankrolled by 
“Standard Oil of California, on 
Thursday nights over Pacific Coast 
NBC-Red web, is under way. Seat- 
tle and Portland (Ore.) symph 
erchestras are alternating during 
first six broadcasts of series. San 
Francisco Symphony is skeded to 
pley its Grst program Dec. 9, fol- 








lowing return of Conductor Pierre | 


Monteux from New York. 


Portiand and Seattle musicians 
are playing three concerts each. 
Frisee group will broadcast 10 times, 
L. A. Philharmonic four, and spe- 
cially organized ‘Standard Sym- 
phony Orchestra of Los Angeles,” 
composed of Philharmonic members, 
six times during season, which ends 
April 21. William Van Hoogstraten 
is conductor in Portland; Basil Cam- 
eron, Seattle. Otto Klemperer will 
direct L. A. Philharmonic, and 


Henri Svedrovsky the second South- | 


ern California group. 


WPA Symph Clicks With 





Policy of New Works. 





Chicago, Nov. 23. 

Concerts given by the Illinois 
Symphony (WPA) Sunday after- 
mooms a Great Northern here has 
keen getting considerable favorable 
comment due to policy of present- 
ing new works instead of sticking 
Tigidly to the masters. 


“ffort is being made to have ap- | 


Proximately 50“, of each program 

de up of numbers which have not 
been given before in Chicago. In 
doing this, arrangers dig up for- 
gotten numbcrs by old composers 
and go eut and get stuff from mod- 


erms, many of whom are unknown. | 
Concert given week ago had four 


numbers in premiere, three of whose 
composers were present. 





Philly Orchestra Seeks 
Larger Aud., More Sets 


Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 
Philly Orchestra Association is 
considering plan for moving Satur- 
Gay night concerts from Academy of 
Music to a larger auditorium to solve 


‘Saturday night problem.’ Any shift | 


is bound to bring flock of squawks 
from blue-bleod aud that’s been at- 
tending concerts in Academy for 
years. “ 

Probiem arises from fact that there 
are always 300 to 500 empty seats in 
the $250 section, while hundreds 
Walt im line for $1 chairs. Alfred 
Re- raid «Allen: ¢.m:, would dike to 
“iit ever to-<ott where he ‘could 
ffer more cheap seats: 


the Budapesi | 


bringing up number of | 
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Philly Urchins’ Maé¢rigal Chansons | 


Appeal te Maestro 





’ Philadelphia, Nov. 23. 
Since his return te Philly from 
Hollywood, Leopold Stokowski has 
been repeatedly serenaded by the 
town’s urchins, for whom he regu- 


| larly conducts gratis at Youth Con- | 
will stage an outdoor performance | 


certs. Kids meet outside his Bohe- 
| mian-like little house in the hoity 
| Rittenhouse Square district and vo- 
| calize under the maestro’s window. 

Whether it’s joy at seeing them, 
or merely a way to save the high- 
priced Stoki musical ear is the blond 
conductor’s secret; but he invariably 
invites the moppets in and gives ’em 
a fatherly talk on the glories of 
| Music, 





Philharmonic 
Tops Concerts 








Unsavory weather again rapped 
the b. o. last weekend and New York 
|concert grosses consequently faded 
}for the second straight week. As 
usual, the Philharmonic-Symph fared 


better than other music events, be- | 


ing bolstered by its subscription list. 
| However, Efrem Zimbalist packed a 


Carnegie Hall benefit. Alfredo Sal- 
| maggi’s Hippodrome Opera Co. was 
|} dampened for two performances. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

Phiiharmenic-Symph., Carnegie 
Hall (2.760; Wed. eve., Fri. aft., $3; 
Sat. eve., $1.75; Sun. aft., $2). John 
Barbirolii conducting; nice $14,306 
for four times. Monday (22) night’s 
pension fund concert was almost a 
sellout, $11,000. 

Boston Symph, Carnegie Hall (2,- 
760: $3). Thursday (18) evening. 
Batoned by Serge Koussevitzky, the 
Hub sympbers replacec Philhar- 
monic for this date, pulling $4,600. 

Elisabeth Rethberg, Carnegie Hall 
(2,760; $3.30), Saturday (20) after- 
noon. Singer was okay, if no bon- 
fire; estimated $2,900. 

Efrem Zimbalist, YMHA Hall (1), 


Sunday (21) evening. Place was 
packed at the nut price. Strictly 
| a ‘benefit’ by this b. o. biggie fiddler. 


Hippedreme Opera, Hipp (5,500- 
99c.), Friday (19) evening, Saturday 
(20) afternoon. Pop price opera took 
it on the whiskers, $3,000 for duc 
performances. Outfit is set for five 
shows over three days, tomorrow 
(Thanksgiving) through Saturday 
(27). 








| 
- Grace Moore Wows Chi 


Chicago, Nov. 23. 
Grace Moore was a sellout in 
|*Manon’ at the Chicago City Opera 
| last Wednesday (17). 
| Drew audience ovations, though 
‘the critics were less enthusiastic. 


et Opera 


No Hint of Management’s Attitude but Guild Has 


In N. Y., $14,300) 


pop-price house at the YMHA, and | 
Elisabeth Rethberg was okay at a/| 


Mum on Unionism 





Fishell’s .657 





Dick Fishell, Varierr’s crys- 


tal-gazer, upped his winning 
percentage last week. Results 
of next to closing games 


showed, out of 26 selections, he 
called 18 and lost 8. Two of 
the 8 lost were ties. 

Complete record for the sea- 
son to date is 123 wins, 64 losses, 
giving him an average of .657. 
Nineteen ties are included in 
the 64 losses which, if forgotten, 
would boost the figure to .740. 


HENRY ARMSTRONG 
AGAIN WINS BY K. 0 














By JACK PULASKI 
Very few who have watched the 
| sensational Coast colored boy, Henry 
Armstrong, in his various exhibitions 
at Madison Square Garden have any 
doubt that he is the bes little fighter 





|in the world. Friday (19) he scored | 


another knockou*, stopping Billy 
| Beauhold, of Jersey, who had not 
been defeated in more than 40 en- 
| counters, in five rounds. They were 
| betting 3-to-1 and more that Hank 
would cop. 

When Joe Louis was on the way 
up he was regarded as the hardest 
puncher since Jack Dempsey’s hey- 


the heavyweight champ’s gameness, 


son’s bankroll. Furthermore, Arm- 
strong is a better ringman than Louis 
in all depariments, considering his 
inches. | 

Armstrong won the featherweight 
(126 pounds) title recently by kayo- 
ing Petey Sarron. It was then pre- 
| dicted he would invade the Jight- 
i weight «135 pounds) division and 
be just as successful. Beauhold is | 
| in the latter class, and now the only 
| boxer who might prevent the Cali- 
fornian from grabbing that title, too, 
is Lou Ambers. Observers figure 
that Lou just has a loan of the title 
and that Henry wili be the next pos- 
sessor of it. 

Beauhold was sitting in his corner 
being administered by handlers after 
the bell ended the fifth round, when 
the referee walked over, took a look 
and waved to indicate there would 
be no further milling. Jerseyite was | 
cut*over both eyes and the side of | 
his mouth was slashed. He had been 
knocked down and the count was 
seven when the bell saved him. 

In taking a bad beating, Beauhold 
fought gamely, however. Big house 
was in an uproar during the first 
three rounds. Henry had blond Billy 
on the canvas in the first frame, 
Beauhold taking the nine count. 
Loser sent in many blows himself 
during the next two rounds, but the 
Dempsey-like battler from the west 
made Beauhold back up all the way, 
and it was just a question of how 
long he could last. 

This Friday (26) Nathan Mann, of 
New Haven, will face Bob Pastor in 
the main event. Pastor is the guy 
who ran backward for 10 rounds, 
chased by Louis when he last ap- 
peared at the Garden. Mann, who 
hasn't been much thought of in his 
| home town, attracted attention some 
‘time ago by winning from Eddie 
| Blunt. That heavy is in the hos- 
pital, having been operated on for 
hernia, the probable reason he failed 
|to beat Lovell, the South American, 
| at the Hippodrome two wecks ago. 











Schumann-Heink’s Estate 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. 
Ernestine Schumann-Heink left an 
estate consisting mostly of jewelry 
valued at $33,932, aside from be- 





quests of her meda!s and diplomas to | 


the Smithsonian Institute. 
Division of her effects made among 
four of her five children. 


STEINWAY HALL 


(December Bookings} 
3—Aft.. Kemp Stillings. 
3—Eve., Julia Vail. 
5—Aft.. Lorenza Jordan Cole. 
7J—Eve.. Jean Redd. Attilio’ Ruffo. 





Served Notice 


| way what its attitude is. 
| AGMA has. claimed 
|78% of the Met artists, but has in- 


jcnanges in 


First move for recognition by the 
Metropolitan Opera Assn. was made 
last week by the American Guild of 
| Musical Artists. Notification that the 
|Guild represents a majority of the 
|Met artists was made in a letter 


| 
! 


|signed by Leo Fischer, AGMA ex- 


day. There are now many who doubt | 


| but that doesn’t go for Eddie Meade’s | 
meal ticket, by the grace of Al Jol- | 





lecutive secretary. Met management 
has not replied. nor indicated in any 


it represents 


jdicated it will not make any demands 
;until it has increased the figures to 


about 90% or 95%. Membership | 
|drive will formajly get under way | 
Dec. 4 at a cocktail party at the 


New York home of Queena Mario. | 
Understood:-the Guild will seek, im | 


9—FEve. Harold and Marion Berk-' addition to wage minimums. certain; 
ley. ; 


j 17—Eve. Suzanne Bloch. 


, the ~p-esent _ Met-artist 
contracts. 


| ord. 


lar season this week with some tough 


them on Saturday. With All-Amer- 
ican nominations being in order, 
some class football should be oeb- 
served throughout the country. 


Thanksgiving Day 


Rutcers at Brown 
The big Scarlet aggregation from 
| the banks of the Raritan have had 
their most successful season in about 
10 years. The Brown Bear is also a 
comer and with improvement 
1’ cok, have reached a high :tate of 
efficiency. Believe McLowrey’s boys 
too good for smaller Rutgers squad 
Detroit at Duquesne 
The Dukes have been the disap- 
| pointment of the season. They were 
| supposedly loaded with material but 





Football 
By 7 Dick Fishell 


The pigskin toters close the reg- 


each | 





lets, and to win by a» overwhelming 
score. The scere is necessary for 


ones on Turkey Day and more of | that Rose Bowl bid and that's just 


| What will happen Can't see any- 
| thing, from any angle, but Fordham 
| by at least two touchodwns. 
Boston College at Hely Cross 
BC is not a smart ball elub. 
They're not alert and have no of- 
fense. Holy Cross, well coached, well 
manned, and with one of the best 
running backs in the east in Osman- 
sky, should get sole score in game. 
Army-Navy at Philadelphia 
Potentially, this Navy squad has 
everything, but they've been one of 
the stupidest teams in the country 
They seem to be a one-play squad 
and certainly are not opportunists. 
Army, though having one of their 
weaker elevens, should have enough 
to grab a close decision here. 





(Predictions Based 


By PCK 


GAME 

Rutgers at Brewn 
Cornell at Penn 
Detreit at Duquesne ............. 
Tennessee at Kentucky 
Alabame at Vanderbilt ........... 
Texas at Texas A&M... 
Arkansas at Tulsa 


ee ee 


Stanferd ai Celumb a .. 
NYU at Ferdbhbim ..... Png Srey 
Besicn Callc-e at Haly Cress. . 
Aimy at Navy . 

Pilisburgh ai Duke 
Ame at Beets «55 isiias doivd 
Georgia at Georgia Tech 
LSU at Tulane .......... 
Nebraska at Kansas State 
USC at Notre Dame. 
Rice at Baylor ........... 
SMU at Texas Christian 


Santa Clara at Genzaga........... 
COPYRIGHT, 1937, 


eee eeaer 





Probable Football Pinas 
Avd Proner Odds 


Thanksgiving Day 


Saturday, Nov. 27 





on Fair Weather) 

FISHELL 

W:l WER ODDS 
Be ee) ey ee et eee 8/5 
SUED ha Wuxtiasbidssecacdes 12/5 
RPS PP ree eT 7/5 
BS BR CTT ET Terese 3/1 
ER a ae Pree 9/5 
een OS OP ins ales tsiks 8/5 
pT iia os idea deka Te eee 2/1 
COTE 86 i isa Cet vee GR 1/3 
‘MOMENT. ca vied scab eRe 4/1 
GOS i, ender dhs edie 8/5 
MEN oda) i'n a's babe 56 od bee 
Be eee biéeeee 24/1 
PT a coeprescocsese Iie 
GCOTgia Teele .cccccecccescse. B/4 
RF Uy Oy ae sovdecnesesess. Be 
- Nebraska ...... occosiesnoare OO 
see SOOO «5 000000%6806683..1 008 
<P . Seicwxne os evccrccecccss S/F 
. Texas Christian .,.....+..++. 8/5 
. Samia Clara ....... oe 66808 2/1 
BY VARIETY, INC. 








they fell away short of their mark. , 


Detroit, on the other hand, tutored 


Pittsburgh at Duke 
No team in the country without 22 


by Gus Dorais, has a well-balanced | good men can stay in the same park 
attack and one of the high scorers | with Piitsburgh for a ful 60 minutes, 


of the nation in Andy Farkas. 

will grab plenty yardage to take this. 
Cornell at Penn 

Penn is another disappointment of 


the year. What was a great forward 
wall has developed into a _ slow- 
footed, awkward combination. Cor- 


nell’s great line, with an All Ameri- 
can end in Holland, should set up the 
openings for Peck and Baker to get 
plenty of markers. 
Tennessee at Kentucky 
Kentucky's below par and it’s not 
even a mediocre eleven. Tennessee, 
with an abundance of talent and 
good coaching, should put the pres- 
sure on and win decisively. 
Alabama at Vanderbilt 
Alabama has Rose Bow! hopes and 
whether they go or not may depend 
entirely upon the outcome of this 
contest. This is the big game of the 
South and Vandy, though good, will 
have a tough afternoon. If not a 
deadlock, this should go to Alabama. 
Texas at Texas A & M 
Texas has won but one major con- 
flict, while the Aggies, led by Dick 
Todd and Joe Routt, have displayed 
an excellent all-around game. On 
records, Texas A & M should win. 
Arkansas at Tulsa 
Tulsa, though not rated as a big 
time football institution, has a pretty 
fair team. They’ve been pesky to 
major opponents with a bewildering 
spread formation. Arkansas is just 
a bit too smart and too well coached 
to be upset here, and should win by 
a couple of tallies 


Saturday (27) 


Stanford at Columbia 
The Stanford Indians come east 
after taking a hard batting from the 
California Bears, and their Coast 
Conference season with a good rec- 
The ‘Lions have dropped five 
decisions in this campaign and cer- 


Andy | 


| 


By interchan:iag his eleven each 
quarter, Jock Sutherland keeps the 
pressure on throuchout. Pittsburgh 
will keep their record ciean. 
Auburn at “lerida 

Fiorida is just another tcam, while 
Auburn has shown flashes of great 
football. They certainly have enough 
to outsecore this Flerida gang. 


Georgia at Georgia Teeh 
Georgia had an off year, while 
Tech has been good. This, of course, 
is a tradition game which means 
pas. records can ot be counted, but 
Georgia Tech, with some high-class 
backfield stars, should win. 


LSU at Tulane 
Tulane has done nothing but de- 
feat Colgate, and that wasn’t diffi- 
cult to do this season. Louisiana, 
with a versatile attack and plenty of 
manpower, should have no difficulty. 
Nebraska at Kansas State 
The Corn Huskers seem to have 
found themselves, and though Kan- 
sas State has a pretty fair looking 
win column, don’t believe they’ve 
got enough to halt the Huskers. 
Southern Califernia at Notre Dame 
This seems to be one of those 
Notre Dame teams of destiny. They 
capitalize on the opportunities as 
they're presented and have an All- 
American end in Chuck Sweeney, 
USC never reached the possibilities 
looked for in September. - it’s in 
South Bend and that means a tri- 
umph for the Ramblers. 
Rice at Baylor 
Toss the coin here, because the 
successful tossing of passes will 
eventually bring out this winner. 
Baylor seems to have the better 
aerial game, and they should cop it 
Seuthern Methodist at Texas 
Christian 
The Methodist Mustangs are 
other aerial circus, and their rune 


ane 





tainly have not shown a running 
attack. The beating by the Bears, 
three full days on a ‘train, and a 
coureseous: Golumbia squad sheuld 


provide an upset here, with Lou Lit- 


tle getting a happy ending to a dis- | 


astrgus season. 
N.Y.U. at Fordham 
The Rams: have: two. obiectives-—to 
avenge last year’s defeat by the Vio- 


|ning game is not strong. ‘Texas 
| Christian has a better balanced at- 


'tack and with O’Brien as the speare ‘ 


head should come through. 

| Santa Clara at Gonzaga 
Gonzaga, a good defensive outfit, 

has not the power puneh to ring up 

many points. Clara rates second to 

'Calffornih’on the’€Coast and don't be- 
lieve they can be defeated here. 
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